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TJIE PRI N<:iP AL 

A C T S 



O F THE 



O F T H E 

C H U R C H 

OF 

S COT LAND, 

Begun at Edinburgh th© i/^.tii T>xy o£ May tyZi, and 
concluded the 4th 7s«r, £ild year. 

I. 

The King^s Commiflion to George Earl 
of Dalhousie produced, and order- 



f ed to be recorded* 



Edinburgh^ May 24, 1781. 

THE General Alilmbly of this National Church 
being convened and confticuted, there was 
produced to them, by the Right Honourable 
George Earl of Dalhousie, the King'sCom- 
miilion, iealed with the Seal appointed by the treaty of 
Union to be kept and ufed in Scotland^ in place of the 

Great 
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Great Seal of Scotland, making and conftituting him his 
MajeUy*s Hi<>Ji Gommiffioner and Reprefentauye in this 
Aflfembly ; which commilfion was publicly read with all 
due honour and relpect, and ordered to be recorded in 
•tJU'-^Sm i>f Aflembfy. The tenor whereof follows : 

GEOR'GLUS, Deigraiiay Magtt^ Bfiumi^^i FrancUy 
et tlibeimta Rex^ ^tdei DefeHjh- : Omnibuf probis ho- ' 
minibus^ ad quos pr^Jentcs liters nofirss pervenerint^ falutem. 
^andoquidem nds confiderantes^ quod generalis eicclcfue Scotids 
conventus in vigejimum quartum diem Mail injiantis convenire 
ordinatiu -fuit ; nofque etiain abunde cupidiy quinetiam nccef-' 
Jarium ejfe judkantes in c<i7nmodmn iiSie.eacleJia^ ut ildefftge-- 
Iter alts eccleftitconventiis^ die fidtuit debits obfervetu^^- dtque 
rebus magni momenti nos alio *uocantibus^ di^o cowuentui per- 
fonaliter inter ejfe nequimzts ; nofque abunde JatisfaBi de fideli-- 
tate et fufficientia fidelifftmt ei dileSliJfimi nojlri confanguinei^ 
Georgii Coraitis de Dalhoufie, quod adfummum munus. rite 
etctrcendufk et obeUndum u/^uequaque ftt iAfi^u^us: NoverOtfs 
igitur^ nos nominaj/e^ conftituijfe^ et ordinajjfe^ Jicuti nos^ tenore 
prefentiunt^ nominamus^ conjlituimus^ et "Or^inanius^ memora- 
fum JideUJifHum et .pr^dile^iffimum riojlruni confanguineum 
Georgium Comateift de D^lhotifie, Juprefnuni nojlrum Com^ 
viijfionarium di£lo genenad (CcUJia conventui JSjcolie^uismJo 
et cohcedendo iUi ptenarn nojlram potejlatem^ covimijftonem^ 
et nvarrantum^ facram nqjlravi perfonam et authoritatem re- 
gdlem reprefentandi^ nee non prejentiam nojlram fupplendi^ et 
iocum nojlrum in di6lo fubfequente gene rah ^nyentUy tanqM'iff 
Cotfimijftonario noftro ad hunt effeShtfft fpet'idliter . confiituto^ 
tenendiy ovm'mque dlia izd impefiuin et 1lfiU>iks G&7iiftitJJhmrii 
progenerali ecclefiaconventupene^geildi^ tamplene^ adeoQutltbere 
iH quovir refpeilu^ quam quilibet alius ejufdemjummi muneris 
fcceraty feu quovis tempore praterito facere potuerat^ vel ac 
ft nos ipfi perfo^aliter iprefentes jacere potuerimus. ^iteque 
omnia etfngula per diflo Georgiutii Comitem de f>alhoufiq^ 
in hac commiffione profequenda legitime fa^a^ feu feri ordir' 
natd nos frmiter approbamusy et habitUri fumus. Omnibus 
et fngulis infuper diBts eccleft£ pqftoribus^ et prejhyteris^ 
ceterijque quibufcunqueAntra Hi am partem Magn^e Britoftnite 
Scotiam vocatam^ fubditis rioflrisy cujufcunque gradus feu 
qualitatisy ut di^um'Gcorgiuta Comitem de Dallioulie, tan- 
quamfupremum noflrum Commiffionarium^ quoad efedlum et mo- 
dumfupra mentionatum revereantur^ agnojcant^ et diil. ipftus 
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audieneti fe prffbeant^ Jiriiie mandamus et imperamus: Atque 

Sane nofiram commiffionem^ a dt^o vigejimo quarto die Mali in^ 

jicmtis inciperey et deinceps hac Jiibfe^uend. JeJJtone di£li ge^ 

neralis conventuiy in vigore continuare declaramus^ vel ufque 

dum a nobis re^ocabitur^ et exonerabitur. In cujus ret tejli-* 

monium prefifntibus, Jigilhim noftrum per Unionis tra&atum 

xufiadiend. et in Scotta^ vice et loco Magni Sigilli ejufdem 

Mtend. ordinat. appendi mdndavimus j apud aulam nojiram 

apud St James^s^ feptimo die men/is Maiij anno Domini mille-- 

JUmo feptingentifimo et o6iogef%mo-prim0y regnique nojlri anno 

wgefimo-primq^ Per fignaturani nurnn S. D. N, regis fupra^ 

Jcript^ 

% 



ir. 

The KiNG^s moft gracious Lettet* to the 
General Affembly, prefented to them 
by his Majefty^s Commiflioner. 

GEORGE R. 

RIght Reverend and wcil4>etoved, wc gree tycu 
.well. The uniform experience we have had t>f 
your fteady and unwearied zeal, in purluing the great 
objcds for which you are affembled, by the moft ftrenu- 
ous exertions to fupport the caufe of true reFigion and 
(bund morality, and to lupprefs all impiety and licen- 
tioufnefs, makes us embrace, with the utmoll fatisfac- 
tion, this frefti occafion of afluring you of our ready 
concurrence with you in every thing that may tend to 
the advancement of purpofes (b effential to the happineQ 
of our people. Such conduft in you cannot but con- 
firm our fixed relblution to maintain, the Church of Scot- 
land, as by law eftabllQied, in the full ppffefllon of all 
its rights and privileges. 

Your endeavours to promote the J)ra<flice of real piety, 
of brotherly love, and Chriftian benevolence, will be 
much enforced by the example we are confident you will 

. B hold 



Digitized by 



Google 



n. 



6 .The ASls of the .. • . 

hold forth, in carefully avoiding all* unavailing alterca- 
tions aijd animofities in the courle of your deliberations; 
' and w£ iruft that the wiiUom of your councils will con- 
tinue to be. folely dired:ed to the reftraining of every 
fpecies of viee and immorality, to the encouragement of 
virtue, piety, and obedience to all legal aiuhority, as 
the only.means to irifure the peacc^ order, and happi- 
nefs of the community^ ^nd t^ie.everlalting welfare of 
each individual. . 

The knowledge we have of the loyalty and fidelity of 
our riglit tniftyand right well beloved coufin, George 
Earl of Dalhoulie, hath induced us to appoint him again 
to reprefent our Royal Perfon in this AfTcnibly. We 
felt an additional fatibfaAion in this appointment, from 
a perfuafioh that this choice would be hioft plealing to 
you, as he hatli given ih many proofs of his abilities to 
difcharge the duties of this high office, and of his zeal 
for the profperity of the Church of Scotland. 

There only remains to exprefs our hopes, that the 
fame fpirit of harmony and concord will continue to in- 
fluence your proceedings in *the bufinefs before yotr, will 
produce the fame good effefts a^ it. hath done in forper 
Aflcmblies, and bring this meeting to as happy a con- 
clufion : And fo we bid you heartily farewel. 

Given at our Court at St James's, the 7th day 
of May 1 78 1, ia the .twenty rfirft year of our 



reign. 



By his Majefty^s command, 

(Signed) ' STORM O N T. 
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HI. 



The, General Aflembly's Anfwer to the 
XiDg's mofl: gracious Letter. 



'i 



' Mtiy it fleafeyourMajeJly^ " ^ - ? » 

T HR. •gracious l^trer, with ^ which your Mftjefly has 
been plciUed to hoaour chi^ qieeting of the nation- 
al AfIembly..of thi?. Church of Scotlancl, was received 
with the refpert and gratitude due to fo diflinguiflicd a 
mark of Royal favour. . 

We blefs the King of kings, that we live under the 
governmerit of a Prince Xyho. is the nurfing fajher of the 
Church, who affords -the minifters. of the -goipel the 
countenance of his authority in purfulng . the great ob- 
jedls for . which we ^re .affembled, Jind whofc approba- 
tion they can in no way lb effeiHiually bbtain, as by their 
ftrjenuoujs .exertions to fupport the caufe of true religion 
and found morality, and to fupprels all impiety arid li- 
centiqqfnefs. We repeive the afllira-nce of yoqr Wajefty's 
concurrence with u« as a mod honourable reward of our 
paft IfiboUvs, and a rtioft powerful encouragement to 
perfevere, with a ft^ady and unwearied zeal, in advan- 
citig purpofes fb effential to the happinefs of your people. 
We rely, with entire <:ionfidence, on. the declaration of 
your Mcijefty*s refolucion to maintain the Church of Scot- 
land, as by law ellabKftied, in the full poffeffion of all 
its rights and privileges ; and w^e truft, that, through 
the grace of the Almighty, our condu<^ will ^ continue 
to confirm this rclblution in your Royal breaft. 
. We (hall. endeavour, by diligent (tudy, regular ex- 
ample, and earneft minifl ration, to promote the prac- 
tice of real piety, brotherly love, and Chridian bene- 
\ioleHC€>; iand we 111 all be careful to hold forth thefe 
mod effential virtues of our holy religion, by continu- 
ing to avoid all unavailing altercations and animofities in 

the 
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the courfe of our deliberations ; trading that our coun- 
cils, dh'Cifted by fuch a fpirit, will tend, through the 
blelling of God, to rcftraih every fpecied of vice and 
immorality, and to encourage virtue, piety, and obe- 
dience to legal authority, which we are convinced are 
the only means to enfure the peace, order ,^ and happi- 
nela of the community, and the everlafting welfare of 
(each individual. 

The appointment of the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Dalhoufie, torepefent your Royal Perfbn in this Aflfcm- 
bly, we confider as a frefh and fignal inflance of your 
^ Majcfty's favour. We are not only fatisfied of his loyal- 
ty and fidelity, from your Majefty^s .frequent and pul^lic 
approbation of his condu<^.; but we have bad ourfelves 
-the mbft certain and pleafing experience of thcfe virtues, , 
as alfo of his great abilities to difcharge the duties of 
this high office, and of .his zeaLfor the profperity of the 
Church of Scotland. 

We beg leave to return our moft grateful acknovvledg- 
nients to your Majefty, for your attention to the propa- 
gating .Chriftian principles, and the fetbrmed rel'igioii ih 
the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland^ It fliall be our 
endeavour to apply your Royal donation in fuch a man* 
ner as may beft anfwer your Majefty 's pious and gene- 
rous intention. 

Permit us to aflure your Majefly, that we fliall ftudy 
to anfwer the hopes which you are plealed to exprels, 
by maintaining the (aitie Ipirit of harmony and concord, 
which hath procured to former Aflemblies the honour of 
your royal approbation, without wiiich vye are ienlible 
that the good effe<fh of ©ur meeting muft be in a great 
meafure defeated. 

That the God and father of our Lord Jefus Chrifi: may 
protedl: your perlbn, prolong your days, and continue 
your reign in the hearts of a dutiful people.; that, through 
:the divine bleffing Aipon your arms, peace may fpeedily 
be reftored ; that the Almighty may power down his 
choiceft gifts upon our gracious Qiieen Charlotte* his 
Royal Highnefe the Prince of Wales, and all the Royal 
Family ; and that your Majefty^ after being Jang pre- 
fferved the watchful guardian of religion and liberty, may 
.i;ecclve the rich untading crown, laid up ibr^mitient nle- 
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fulnefs, through Jefus Chrift our Lord. Thefe are the 
earn^ft prdycrs ofi . 

May is pleafe your Majefty, 
Your Majcfty's moft faithful, 
Moft obedient, 

And moft loyal Subjects, 
The Minifters and Elders met in this National 
Affembly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name. 

In our prcfence, 
And at our appointment , by 

WILL. DALRYMPLE, Moderator: 

IV. 

The General Aflembly^s Addrcfs to his 
Majefty on the birth of another Prince, 
and on the prefent fituatipn of public 
affairs* 

May It pieafeyow Mdjejiy^ 

WE your Majefty's moft loyd and dutiful fubjedisy 
the Mintfters and Elders met in the national Ailem« 
bly of the Church of Scotland, humbly beg leave to ap- 
proach your throne, to exprefs our firm attachment to 
your perfon and government, and to afTurc you, that the 
fcntimcnts which we entertain are the fentiments of the 
people committed by Providence to our charge. 

With the moft lively joy and heartfelt fatisfadlion, we 
liave beheld the increafc of your Majefly's family in your 
Royal Offspring ; an event which, while it contributes 
to your Majcfty^s doaiieftic felicity, muft, on that account^ 
give pleafure to all your loyal fubjefts ; but whicli, in a 
particular manner, muH: be felt as of the utmoft national 
importance, by encouraging us to hope for a long fconti^ 
aiuance of thofe civil and religious bleffings, which, as 

C Britifli 
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. Britifli fubjcftis and Proteflants, "vsre Have hitherto "enjoyed 
under the government of your illuftrious hoafe. 

The tumultuous outrages*, which, under the mafk of 
r religious zeal, have difturbed the p^ace of your Majelty*s 
; fubjefts, filled us with the deepeft concern ; and we heard 
•with abhorrence the name of- our holy faith proftituted 
to encourage a(fls of violence, which were adverfe to its 
principles, and forbiden by the precepts of our blefled 
Redeemer. 

While your Majcfty was engaged fai a neceflary, 
though cxpenGve war, againft the ancient enemies of 
thefe realms, iarid againft.your own rebellious fubjedts, in 
liipport of the honour, dignity, and juft prerogatives of 
your Crown ; we have feen with hidignaiionyoiu- an- 
cient allies, who ought to have been united to yOur Ma- 
jefly by the cloieft ties of religion,- civil intereft, and gra^- 
titude, not only refufing to fupply your Majefty witU 
fuch fuccours as by treaty they were bound to give, but 
even affording their affillance to your enemies, to enable 
them the more effedlually -to purfue hoftile meafures a- 
. gainft-your Majcfty. We rejoicedn thelucccls which it 
:lliath ajreadypleafed the Almighty to bellow upon your, 
:arms, in chaftifing .their perfidy. Weandulge the hope, 
uhat thisifuccefi may be a mean of opening their eyes, 
and of renewing the friendfhip which, to the mutual ad- 
vantage of both nations, fo long fubfifted between Great 
Britain and the States of Holland : And we confide in 
the wifdom of your Majefty's councils, under the divine 
Providence, for bringing the prefent bloody and deftruc- 
tive war to a happy iflue. 

In the njean time, we cohfider it to be our peculiar 
duty, at this jundure, to cherifli tlie loyalty and affeftion 
to your Majefty, and the zeal for the faccefs of your 
anus, Avfaich prevails among all ranks in this part of youV 
dominions ; and to imprefs thofe over whom we have in- 
Ruence with a due fertfe of the bleftings they enjoy under 
your Majefty's government, and of thofe duties of charity 
and brotherly love which they owe to each other, and ta 
:their fellow Chriftians. 

That the Lord of Hofts may' go forth with your fleetB 
rand armies ; that he may crown your arms with vi^ory ; 
.and that your Majefty may long reign over a free, hap- 
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py, atid united people, is the fihcere and ardent prayer 

- »r» 

May It pleafe your Majefty,' 
Your Majefty*s moft faithfal, 
Moft obedient, 
i ■ . ■ 'And moft loyal Subjears, 

The Mlnifters and Elders met in this National 
AflettiMy of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in bur name. 

In our prefence, 
•And at our appointment, b^ -. 

WILL. DALRYMPLE, Moderator. 

icK><><><>C><>C<X><>CK:><><>OC<>^^ 

Comnriiffion to fottie Minifters and Ruling 
, Elders, for the Reformation of die 
Highlands and Wands of Scotland, and 
Tor managing his Majefty's Royal Boun- 
ty for that end. 

THE General Aflembly did, aftd hereby do, nomi- 
nate and appoint the Reverend Dr William Dal- 
rymple, one of the minifters of Ayr, their moderator, 
2^1 the minifters who arp members of the prefbytery of 
Edinburgh, Mr George M^Ciriloch at Loth, Mr Wil--. 
Ham M'Kenzie-at Tongue, Mr James Oliphant at Bower, 
Mr Francis Lidddl at Orphir, Mr Patrick Bennet at 
Polmont, Mr William Tait at Kilbucho, Mr Thomas 
Giblbn at Kirkurd, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Inverefk, 
Mr John Hamilton at Bolton, Mr John Lundie at Old- 
haftnftocks, Dr Robert Bowmaker^ at Dunle, Mr Philip 
Redpath at Hutton, Mr Robert TurnbuU at Sproxifton, 
Mr Thomas Somervill at Jedburgh, Mr James Ford at 
L?iuder, Mr Steven Oliver at Maxtoti, Mr Thomas Smith 
at Cummertrees, Mr Jofm Dow at Canonby, Mr Robert 
Aitken at Mortoun, ^lr Bryce Johnfton at HoIyWood, 

Mr 
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Mr John' Scott at Twynhplm, Mr John Graham at Kirk- 
inner, Mr James Mochrie at Cohnoncll, Mr George 
Smith at Galllon, Mr George Lawrie at Loudon, Mr 
Robert Boog at the Abbey Parifli of Paifley, Mr Robert 
Bell ac Strathaven, Mr Thomas Luininjg- at Lefmahago, 
. Mr William Anderfon at Gx)rbal& gf Clafgbw, Mr James 
Olyphant aq Dunb^trton, Mr Archibald /M*Lea at Roth- 
fay, Mr Charles Stewart at Strachur, Mr Robert Ihom- 
fom at Killean, Mr Dugald Campbell at GlaflTary, Mr 
Donald M'Nicol at LiGuorq, Mr Norjroand M*Leod at 
Morvcrn, Mr James Biflet at C^putU,^ Mr Andrew Wil- 
liamlbn at Argiiofk* Mr David ThorafoQ at St Ninians, 
Mr Lewis Dunbar at Dunning, Mr John Kinrofs at Le- 
:cropt, Mr Robert Stark at Kiarofe, Mr George Shaw ac 
Abbotfhall, Mr Samuel Martin at Monymeal, Dr Harry 
Spens at St Andrews, Profeffor George Hill there, Prii^- 
cipal Gillefpie there, Mr Thomas Wright at Rofcobie, 
Mr John Snodgrafs at Dundee, Mr John Aitken at 
St Vigeans, Mr Daniel Bryce at Logiepcrt, Mr John 
Hutchiefon at Fettereffo;; -Mr John .Browft' at New- 
hills, Dr J6hi\ Ogilvie at Midmar, Mr Jam?s, (Jror- 
doii at Gabracb, Mr WMiam Pateribn^at, Lo^J^, -Mr 
Alexander Stewart at LeflLe. Mr George Moit iK Peter- 
head, Mr Robert Ogilvie at Ordiquhill, Mr Robert If)nes 
at Huntly, Mr William Peterki'n at Elgin^ Mv Alexander 
Watt at Forres, Mr Patrick Dunbaf at Naii-n^ Mr Wil- 
liam Smith at Pettie, Mr Thomas Simplbn at Avocli, 
Mt Patrick Grant at Bolelkine, M-r Dpij^d M^^Quafn at^ 
Kilmuir, Mr Alexander M*Kay at Barvas, Mr Donald 
Munro at Loqhcarron, Mr Hugh Caldifir at Croy, and. 
Mr Alexander Hoflack at Jura and. Cqlon fay, niinifters ; 
Mr John Ruflcl junior writer to tlie fignet, Andrew 
Haaiilton of Spittlehau^h, Efq; Mr John Mofemaq mer- 
chant in Edinburgh, John Sinclair of Frefwick, Efq; 
liailie Daniel Miller^ Qsnongates, Rpber;: Bakie of Tan- 
kernefs, Efq.^ Thomas I>u,4?:das of flngafk, Eiq; Wil- 
liam Honynian, E(q; advocate, Bailie VVilbam Thomfon, 
Edinburgh, the Lord Provoft ef Edinburgh, Convecner 
James Craig, Edinburgh, Captain Taylor, Qiieensfeny, 
Provoft Robert; Clark, Lihlithgow, Jphn Dickfon of Coul- 
ter, Efq; advocate, the Lord Chief j^aron, the Lord* 
Prcfident, Charles Brown of Coalftouil, Efq; :Hugh Dal- 
rymplc,Efq,j younger of ivlorth IJcrwick, George Buchan- 

Hepburn 
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!Hepburi\ of Sraeaton, Efq; advocate, Robert Sinclair, 
Efq; advocate, Mr Matthew Sandilands writer to the 
fignet, Sir John Stewart of AUanbank, Bart, the Lord 
Advocate, Thomas Turnbull of Know, Efq; the Earl of 
Lauderdale, John Tait of Pirn, Efij; Mark Pringle, Efq; 
advocate, Mr John GJoag merchant in Edinburgh, Mr 
Walter Scott merchant in Edinburgh, Gideon Rutherford 
of Greenpark, Efq; Alexander Fergufbn of Craigdarroch, 
Efq; advocate, Alexander Gordon of Greenlaw, Efq; 
Mr Alexander Abcrcrombie writer to the lignet, Mr 
William Chalmers furgeon in Edinburgh, George Cran- 
fton of Dewar, Efq; Bailie James Torry, Edinburgh, 
Profefibr Andrew Dalzel, William Wallace of, Sauchrie, 
Efq; flieriff of Ayr, Conveener John Lindfay, Edinburgh, 
ProfefTor Dugald Stewart, Robert CuUen, Elq; advocate, 
the Earl of Hyndford, Mr Alexander Bell merchant in 
Edinburgh, ProfefTor John Anderfon, Glafgow, Profefibr 
Hugh M'Leod, Gla%ow, Sir James Colquhoun of Lufij, 
Bart. James Colquhoun, Efq; younger of Lufs, John 
Lamont of Lamont, Efq; Mr William McDonald writer 
to the fignet, Donald M*Lauchan of M'Lauchlan, EUq; 
Dr James Williamfon, Mr Allan M'Dougall writer to 
the fignet, Profefibr Adam Fergufon, Niel Fergufon, 
E(q; advocate. Sir John Belches, Bart. William Muir- 
head of Herbertfliire, Efq; Bailie James Gentle, Canon- 
gate,v ProfefTor William Richardfon, Glafgow, Dr John 
Steedman phyfician in Edinburgh, James Balmain, Efq; 
Solicitor of Excife, Major John Melvill of Cairnie, Mr 
John Erfkine advocate, Dr Andrew Duncan phyfician in 
Edinburgh, Mr Richard Lake writer to the fignet, Mr 
Alexander Hart depute clerk to the High Court of Jufti- 
ciary, Alexander Burnet, Efq; advocate, Mr Thomas 
Scott writer to the fignet, James Cuningham of Hynd- 
hope, Efq; Mr Solicitor General, Mr John Tawfe wri- 
ter in Edinburgh, ProfefTor Thomas Gordon, Lord Weft- 
hall, Mr John Taylor writer to the fignet^ Mr John 
Robertfon writer in Edinburgh, Mr Baron Gordon, Mr 
Ifaac Grant writer to the lignet, Dr Gregory Grant 
phyfician in Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Gordon writer in 
Edinburgh, Mr Francis Grant preacher of the gofpcl, 
Mr Ludovick Grant, junior, writer in Edinburgh, Si- 
mon Frafcr, Efq; advocate. Bailie John Walker mer^ 
chant in Edinburgh, Mr Colquhoun Granr writer to 
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the fignet, Andrew Crojfbia of Holm, E(q; advocate, 
the Procurator for the CInircb, and John M^Kenzie, 
* Eicji younger of Applecrols, ruling ciders, to l>e a coin- 
nihtee of this Aflembly, for the reformation ot the High- 
lands and Iflancjs of Scotland, for promoting the know- 
ledge of true religion, (upjireifing Popery and profanencls, 
and for managing the Koyal Bounty, for thefe ends, ac- 
cording CO, and in terms of his Majelty's grant to this Al^ 
lenibly. In profecution of which purposes, the committee 
are to appoint preachers and catechiUs, to go to fuch places 
as they Ihall jftnd, upon due information, to be the moft 
proper, according to his Majefty*3 cJefign expreiTed in 
his warrant ; and, in in lo doing, that they have parti- 
cular reo;ard to fuch pariHies in "South Ui(l, Small Ifle?, 
Glenco, Harris, tlie countries of Moidart, Gleni^ary, and 
Lochaber, ftnd tlie other pariflies of the fynods of Glenelg 
and Argyle, which the-coinmittee ihall find, by reaibn of 
the vail extent, by the prevelancy of Popery and igno- 
rance, and other unhappy circumttances, to be in the 
greateft didrefs : And they fliall take cae, that the per- 
Ions they employ 43e certified, and found, upon due trial, 
to be propcKly qualiHed for thele refjiertive offices, of good 
abilities for the fune, of a pious life and converlation, 
prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Majefly, and of 
competent flcill in the principles of divinity, and parti- 
cularly in Popifli conrroverfies : Such preacheis and ca- 
techiils^ being hereby appointed to be fubjt-i^ to, and un- 
der the infpe^lion of the prefbytevies of the bounds to 
wliich they arefent, who are to take care that the orders 
of the committee be duly oblerved by ihera. And the 
preachers are alio appointed to catechife, and both tliey 
and the catechifts to mfirudl the people from koule to 
hou(l\ and to vifit the lick ; and, in all their labours a-^ 
mong the people^ ^to be careful to teach them the prin- 
ciples and duties of the true Chiiflian Proteftant religion, 
and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to 
our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws-: 
And the committee ai'e impowercd to give them fuch in- 
flru(?Hon<?, as to tlieir work and behaviour, as tlvy fliall 
judge meet ; which inftruiflions the preachers and ca- 
tecliifts are hereby ordered to obey. Ihe General Al- 
fcmbly do further appoint the faid committee, to have a 
particular regard, in iheir proceedings, to tlie regulations 
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aa^reeJ uppn by the commutee of the Affenibly for ma- 
naging the Royal Bounty, on the 30th of Se tembei* 
1730, approven by frequent Afltmblies : And to t ke^ 
care that prefbyteries, and others concerned, oi^ltrse the 
. (ame, which tbey ^re hereby ordered to do : Paiticular- 
ly, the Aflembly ordains the feveral pre/byteiies to I'l- 
fert.in their regifters, the committee's appointments of 
their defignations, falaries, and ftaiions oC the fc veral 
millionaries, and to have an exAcl regard tliereto, in atl 
the letters they (hall write about the fiid miifi )narics, . 
^nd in giving of certiificates to tnem ; and to direcl all 
their letters, concerning milllonaries in their bounds, 
only to the Moderator of the Commitee ; which letters 
(liall be (igned^ at the appointment of the prefbytery, by 
:the Moderator or clerk thereof: And the Aflembly doeis 
difchcirge any payment to be jnade of the Salaries of the 
milfionaries, except upon receipts from the millionaries 
themlcivos, and upon ccrti^ates from the prefbyterids, 
bearing, Thatthey have ferved for the time mentioned in 
the. receipts* The General Adembly do alio impower 
the liiid commiittee to apply, for the purpofes above 
mentioned, what may remain of the laft year's Royal 
Bounty not difpofed of, by realbn of any of the miffion- 
^ries not fulfilling the appointments laid upon them ; and 
that they are to keep a regiiter of their proceedings, and 
iikewilc dirtincfl books of accounts, hoVv the foresaid mo- 
ney is.beftowed, which fliall he patent to any concerned 
who pleafe to infj^eft the fame. Of the perfbns above 
named as members of this committee, five are declared 
to be a quorum, whereof three are to be minifters. 
But it is hereby appointed, That at the quarterly meet-^ 
ing of the committee, in which the fcheme or eftablifli- 
menc of milfipnaries for the enfiiing year is to be approv- 
ed and determined, not lefs than fourteen fliall be the 
quorum, whereof nine fliall be minifters ; and the (aid 
committee are appointed to have tlieir general meetings 
at Edinburgh, the firft lawful day after the adjournment . 
of each of the fom- ftated diets of the Cpmmiffion of the 
General Affbmbly, within the Aflembly ayle, at ten of tlie 
clock in the forenoon, except that day fliall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the meeting flmll be upon Monday next 
thereafter, at the fiiid hour ; with power to the faid com- 
'mlttce to adjourn the^nfelves to fuch times and places as 



Digitized by 



Google 



a 6 The Ms of the 

:they fliall find moft needful and convenient : And they 
are to keep a correfpondencc with the CommifEon of the 
General Aflembly, and the Society for propagating Chrlf- 
^lian Knowledge, and their committee of direcflors, and 
.to take their advice and afliftancc ; and alfo to correfpond 
with the fy nods and prefbyteries concerned. They are 
likewilc inftrufted and impovvered, as they fliall fee cauie, 
to apply to the Government, or any magiftrate, for alfift- 
ance and fupport in carrying on the delign of the com- 
miflion now givento them. And the General Affcmbly do 
^appoint Mr William Robertfon advocate, Procurator for the 
Church, and Receiver of the forefaid Royal Bounty, to pay 
tOut the fame as he fliall be directed and ordered by the 
forefaid committee, and according to their rules. And 
:the faid committee are appointed to examine the accounts 
of the diftribution of the Royal Bounty, and lay the fame 
J^efore the Lords Commiffioners of his Majefty's Treafury, 
\,or the Barons of his Majefty's. Court of Exchequer, and 
xo report their diligence to the General Aflembly, to 
whom they are to be accountable. And it is agreed. 
That no per Ion once employed and infert in the fcheme, 
.fliall be (truck out thereof for that ycar^ but by the 
quorum of at leafl: fourteen, whereof nine to be mini- 
ilers ; and in cafe any complaint fliall be made againft 
iany of them on the fcheme, it fliall not be determined 
-the firft ordinai\y .meeting that the fame i^ offered^ but 
dt fliall lye on the table till another meeting ; and, in the 
mean time, the perfon complained of, and the prefby- 
tery of the bounds wherein he officiates, fliall be ac- 
quainted of fuch complaint, and thofe concerned be re- 
-quired to fend to the (aid committee a juft account of 
the matter againft the next meeting. And it is further 
.appointed. That after the yearly fcheme of miffionaries 
on the Royal Bounty is iettled in manner above direft- 
ed, and notice thereof given by letters to the prelbyte- 
ries concerned., fuch prefl>yteries fliall fend up to the 
faid committee their anfwer to thefe letters, at farthefl: 
•with their conimiilioners to the General Aflembly, if the 
fame be not done fooner ; and that the committee, at 
their iirfl: meeting after, the General AflTembly, fliall en- 
deavour to compleat the next yeai'^s fcheme themfelves ; 
und if they cannot compleat it, they fliall name a fub- 
K:omliiittee of their number for that p«rpofe, who are to 
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lay their draught thereof before a fubfequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as foon after the riling of the 
Aflembly as poffible. And impowered the committee, 
at their firft meeting, to rejedl any petition for a 
new ftation, in cafe they fliall find fufficient objeiflions 
againft it ; and that the laid committee, in making up the 
fcheme of milfionaries, 6"^. da not exceed the fum in the 
grant. \ ' V 
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VII. 

Commiffion to fome Minifters and Ruling 
Elders, for difcufing affairs referred to 
them. 

r 

THE General AlTembly, confidering there are Ibme af- 
fairs which they cannot overtake, do hereby no- 
minate and appoint the Rev, Dr William Dah-ym pie, one 
of the minifters of Ayr, their moderator ; from the preP- 
bytery of Domock, Mr George M^Culloch at Loth, Mr 
George Rennie at Creech, minifters, Mr John RuflTell 
junior .writer to the fignet, ruling elder ; from the burgh 
of Dornock, Andrew Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Efq; 
from the prefbytery of Tongue, Mr -William M^Kenzie at 
Tong, Mr James Dhi^rwall at Farr, piinifters, Mr John 
Moffraan, merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from 
the prelbytery of Caithnefs, Mr James Oliphant at Bower, 
Mr John Morifon at Canilbay, -minifters, John Sinclair 
of Frefwick, Elq; ruling elder ; from the burgh of Wick, 
Baillie Daniel Miller, in Canongate ; from the prefbytery \ * 

of Kirkwall, Mr John Scollay at St Andrews, Mr James 
Alifon at Holm, minifters, Rol>e,rt Baikie of Tankernefs, 
Eiij; ruling elder; from' the burgh of Kirkwall, Thomas 
Dundas of Fingalk, Elq; from tlie prelbytery of Cairf- 
tone, Mr Francis Liddell at Orphir, Mr John Falconar 
at Stromnefs, minifters, William Honyman, Eftj; ad- 
vocate, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Edinburgh, 
Mr Alexander J3ryce at Kirknewtoun and Eaft Calder, 

E Mr 



/ 



/ 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 8^ . Tht Mf of tb^ 

Mr Hobert Fifhcr at Colliffg^on, Mr James Craig> at Cur- 
riev Dr Qavid Johnllonic at North Leith, Mr John Kemp 
Edinburgh, Mr Robert. Walker junior at Qranipml, mi- 
mftersj Thomas Hog, Eiq; Bailie William. Thomibn, Mr 
David Johndone, ruling: elders ; from the city of Edin- 
burgh, the Right Hon. the Lord Provoflt and Convecner 
James Craig ; from the Univeriity. of Edinburgh, Dr 
Andrew Hunter Profeflbr of Divinity there ; from the 
' prelbytery of Linlithgow, Mr Patrick Bennet at Polmont, 
Mr John Knojc at Slamannan, Mr Thomas Robertlbn at 
Dalmeny, Mr Walter Jardine at Bathgate, minifters, 
Captain Taylor in Queensferry, and Bailie Napier in 
Linlithgow, ruling elders ; from. the burgh of Liniithgow, 
Provoft Robert Clerk ; from the burgh of Qiieensfcrry, 
Mr Archibald Stewart ienior merchant there ; from the 
prefbytery of fiSggar, Mr William Tait at Kilbucho, Mr 
John Bradfoot at Dunfyre^ Mr John I homfon at Wal- 
ftone, miniilers, John Dickfon of Coulter, Elq; advocate, 
ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Peebles, Mr 1 ho- 
mas Gibfon.at Kirkurd, Mr William WelQi at Man nor, 
niioifters, the Right Hon. the Lord Chief Baron, ruling 
elder ; frooi the prefbytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander 
Carlyle a« lavcrefk, Mr John Goldie at Tcmplcr, Mr 
William Paul at Newhattle, minifters, the Righ^ Hon, 
the Lord Prefidem, ruling dder ; from the prefbytery 
of Haddington, Mr J^ohn Hamilton at Bolton, Mr Frai>- 
ds Coivaa an Gladefm\»r. Mr Patrick Carfiac at More- 
ham, miniftcfrs, Charles Brown of Coalfton, Efq; ruling 
elder ; from the burgh of North Berwick, Hugh Dal- 
rymple, Efq; younger of North Berwick ; from the pref^ 
bytery of Dunbar, Mr John Lundie at, Oldhamilocks^ 
Mr John Ewart at. Whittingham, miniilers, George 
Buchan Hepburn of Smeatoa,. El'q; advocate, ruling 
elder ; from the burgh of Dunbar, Robert Sinclair, Efq; 
advocate ; from the prefbytery of Dunfe, Dr Robert 
Bowmaker at Dunfe. Mr Jolia Sked at Abbay, miniilers » 
Mathew Sandilands of Coufton, Elq; ruling ^Ider ; from 
the prefbytery oJ Churnfide, Mr Philip Kedpath at Hut ton, 
Mr William Redpath at Edrom, miniilers. Sir John 
Stewart of Allanbank, Bart, ruling elder ; from the pref- 
bytery of Kellb, Mr Kobert I nrnbull at Sprouflon, Mr 
William Simpfon at Morebattle, minifters, the Lord Ad- 
vocate, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Jedburgh, 

Mr' 



Digitized by 



Google 



General AJfembly, 1 78 r . , 19 

f 

Mr Robert Muirhead at Sonthdean, Mr Thomas Somer- 
Tille at Jedburgh, Mr Alexander Gordon at Kirkton, 
miiiiflers, Thomas Turnbuli of Know, Efq; ruling el- 
der ; from the burgh of Jpdburgh, the Right Hon, the 
Earl of !,auderdale ; from the prefbytery of Lauder, Mr 
James Ford at Lauder, Mr Robert Dawtbn at Stow, mi- 
niftcrs, Mr Patrick Wedierftone tenant in Eaft Moriflon, 
ruling elder ; from the burgh of Lauder, John Tait of 
Pirn, Elq; frpm the prefbytery of Selkirk, Mr Stephen 
Oliver at Maxwn, Mr Thomas Robertfon at Selkirk, mi- 
nifters, Mark Pringle, Elq; advocate, ruling elder ; froi» 
the burgh of Selkirk, Mr John Gloag ixierchant in Edin- 
burgh ; from the prefbytery of Annan, Mr Thomas 
Smidi at Cummertrees, Mr John Craig at Kirkpatrick- 
Fleming, minifters. Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, 
Bart, ruling elder ; from th? burgh of Anng;i, Mr Wal- 
ter Soott merchant in Edinburgh ; from the prefbytery 
of Langholm. Mr John Powe at Candnby, Mr. William 
Little at Wefterkirk, minifters, Gideon Rutherford of 
Greenpark^ Elq; ruling elder ; from the. prefbytery of 
Pcnpont, Mr Robert Aitken at Mortou^^ Mr John Ro- 
berttbn iat Kirkonell, miuifters, Mr Thomas Harknefs in 
Mitchclflacks, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Dum-. 
fries, Mr Bryce Johnfton at Holy wood, Mf John Wil- 
liam (on at Tin wall, Mr William Burijfide at Dumfries, 
minifters, Mr Robert Jaqkibn printer, in. Dumfries, rul- 
ing elder ; from the burgh of Dumfries, Alexander 
Fergufon of CraigdarrocK, Elq; advocate ; from the 
prefbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr John Gillefpie at Ketts, 
Mr John Scott at Twynholme, Mr Nathaniel Mackie at 
Balmaclellan, minifters, Alexander Gordon of Greeqiavr, 
Eiq; ruling elder; from the burgh of Kirkpudbright," 
Mr Alexander Abercrombie writer to the Cgnet y from 
the burgh of New Galloway, Mr William Chalmers Sur- 
geon in Edinburgh ; from the prefbytery of Wigton, Mr 
John Graham at Kirkinrier, Mr John Ingles at Kirkma- 
breck, minifters^ Mr Patrick Dipklbn tenant in felair- 
bowie, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Wigton» George 
Cranfton of Dpwar, Elq; from the burgh of Whithorn, 
Bailie James Torry merchant in Edinburgh ; from the 
preftjytery of . Stanrawer, Mr James Mochrie at Calmo- 
nell, Mr Robert Callender at Kirkmaden, minifters^ Pro- 
fciTor Andrew Dalzel^ ruling elder ; from the burgh of 
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Stranrawcr, Convccncr John Lindfay Edinburgh ; from the 
})refby tery of Ayr, Mr John Ram fay at KirkmicliacI, Mr 
John Shepherd at Muirkirk, Mr George Smith atGalflon, 
Mr William Peebles at Ncwtonn of Ayr, minifters, John 
Hamilton of "Bargeny, Efq; and Mr William Wallace 
Ihcriff of Ayriliire, ruling elders ; from the burgh of 
Ayr, Mr Dougal Stewart Profeflbr of Mathematics in the 
Univerfity of Edinburgh ; from the prcPoycery of- Irvine, 
Mr George Laurie at Louden, Mr James Kiclimond at 
Irvine, Mr Thon-^as Brilbane at Dunlop, miniflei-s, Bailie 
Jbhn ..Parker merchant in Kilmarnock, ruling eldcu ; 
from the prefbytery of Paiflcy, Mr Robert Boog at the 
Abbay parifh, Mr John Forreft 4\t Port Glalgow, Mr 
John Finlay at Paifley, minifters. Bailie John Orr ma- 
nufacturer in Paifl^y, ruFmg elder ; from the burgh of 
Renfrew^, Mi* Robert King, eldeft bailie of the burgh of, 
Renfrew ;,from the prefbytery of Hamilton, Mr Robert 
Bell at Strathaven, Mr David Connell at Kilbride; Mr 
Laurens Wells at Shotts, Biinifters, !l^obert Cullen Efq: 
advocate, ruling eldef ; from the prefbytery of Lanarlc, 
Mr Thomas Linning at Lefmahago, Mr James Fergufon 
isz Pettinain, minifters, the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Hyndford, ruling elder ; from the Burgh of;Lanark^ Mr 
Alexander Bell merchant in Edinburgh ; from the 
prefbytery of Glafgow, Mr Alexander Dun at Calder, 
Mr John Telfer at Kilfyth, Mr William Anderfon at 
Gorbals, %\r James Forlong at Rutherglen, miniflers, 
ProfefFor John Anderfon and •Conveencr John Jamicfon, 
iniling elders ; from the Univerfity of GlafgoW, Profeflbr 
Hugh M*Leod ; from the prefbytery of Dumbarton, Mr 
.Oeprge Drummond at Rofeneath, Mr Janies Oliphant at 
Dumbarton, Mr Gordon Stewart at Bohhill, minifters, Sir 
James Colquhoun of Lufs, Bart, ruling elder j from the 
burgh of Dumbarton, James Colquhoun Efq; younger, of 
Lnfs ; from the prefbytery of Dunoon, Mr Archibald M'Lea 
at Ro^hfay, Mr Charles Stewart at Strachur, mtntfters, 
John Lamont of Lamont, Efq; ruling elder ; from the 
prefbytery of Kincyre, Mr Robert Thomfon at Killeari, 
Mr George Robertfon at Campbelton, Mr Alexander 
HotTack at Jura and Colonfay, minifters, Mr William 
McDonald writer to the fignet, ruling elder ; from the 
burgh of Campbelton, Mr Solicitor General ; from the 
prefbytery of Inverary, Mr Archibald Campbell at North 
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Knapdale, Mr Dngald Campbell at GlafKvry, miniftcr&, 
Donald M'Lauchlan of M'Laiichlan, Efq; ruling elder ; 
from the burgh of Inverary, Dr James Williamfon; from 
the prefbytery of Lorn, Mr Donald M'Nicol at Lifmore, 
Mr Jofcph M^Intyre at Glenorchy, minifters^ Colonel 
Robert Campbell of Monzie, ruling elder ; from the pref^ ^ 
bytery of Mull, Mr Patrick M* Arthur at Torolay, Mr 
Norman M*Leod at Morvern, minifters^ Allan M*Dou- 
gal of Gallanich, Efq; ruling elder ; from the prefby- 
tery of Dunkeld, Mr James Biflet at Caputh, Mr Ro- 
bert Williamfon at. Lethindic, Mr James M'Laggan at 
Blair Athol, Mr John Scott at Kinclaven, minifters, Pro- 
fefFor Adam Ferguibn and Niel Fergulbn, Efq; ajdvocatc, 
ruling elders^, from the prefbytery of Perth, Mr Andrew 
Williamlbn at Arngofk, Mr. David Dow at Dron, Mr 
David Beatfon at Dumbarnie, Mr William Duncan at 
Abernethy, miniflers. Sir John JBelfches, Bart, and Mr 
John Caw Dean of Guild of Perth, ruling elders ; from 
the prefbytery of Stirling, Mr David Thomlbn at Sc Ni- 
iiians, Mr Walter Buchanan at Stirling, minifters, Wil- 
liam Muirhead of Herbertfliire, ruling elder ; from the 
prefbytery of Auchterarder, Mr Lewis Dunbar at Dun- 
ning, Mr John Wright ^ jtt Trinity Gaflt, Mr William 
Graham at FofToway, minillers, Bailie James Gentle 
brewer in Canongate, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery 
of Dumblane, Mr David Davidfbn at Kipf)en, Mr John 
Kinro6 atX^cropt, minifters, Profeflbr William Richard- 
fbn at Gla(gow, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of 
Dunfermline, Mr Robert Stark at Kinrofs, Mr Thomas 
Fernie at Dunfermline^ Mr Alexander Thomfbn at Car- 
nock» minifters, Dr John Steedman phylician in Edin- 
burgh, ruling eldtr ; from the burgh of- Dunfermline, 
Bailie William Hutton merchant there ; from the pref- 
bytery of Kirkcaldie, Mr George Shaw at Abbotfhall, 
Mr Thomas Hardie at Balingry, Mr John Ufhcr at 
Kinghorn, minifters, James Townfend Ofwald of Diin^ 
nikelr, Efq; ruling elder; from the burgh of Kirkcaldie, 
Mr James Fergus merchant there ; from the burgh of 
Kinghorn, James Balmain, Elq; Solicitor of Exclfe ; 
irom the burgh of Dyfart, Mr John Erfldne advocate ; 
from the prefbytery of Cupar, Mr George Lyon at Strath- 
miglo, Mr Saniuel Martin at Monymeal, Mr Robert Ar- 
Tiot at Ceres, Mr Fiiomas Spankic at Falkland, minifters, 
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"William Peafton of Soutra, and James Walker of Daft- 
miln, Efquires, ruling elders ; from the burgh of Cupar, 
Major John Mel vilLofCarnie.; from the preibytcry of 
:Sc Aiidrevvs^ Dr Hary Spens profeflbr of divinity, Mr 
Robert Dalgliefti at Ferry panon-Graigs, Mr Thomas 
Kettle at, Leuchars, Profeflbr George Hill, minifters, .Dr 
James Flint, profeflbr of .medicine, and Mr Thomas Bal- 
lardie fliipmafter in Anftruther Eafter, ruling elders j 
from the .burgh of St Andrews, Dr Andrew Duncan 
phyficiah in Edinburgh ; from the univerfity of St An- 
drews, Principal Gillcfpie ; from the prefbytery of For- 
far, Mr Thomas Wright at Rofcobie, Mr James Lyon at 
Glammis, minifl:ers, George Dempfl:er of Dunnichen, 
Efq; ruling elder ; from. the prefbytery of Dundee, Mr 
John Snodgrafs at Dundee, Mr James Scott at. Aucliter- 
houfc, Mr Alexander ,Straban at Strathmartinc, mini- 
flers,, Mr Andrew Pitcairn writer in Dundee, ruling 
€lder ; from the prefbytery of Aberbrothock, Mr 
John Aitken at St Vigeans, Mr William Milligan at 
Kirkden, miniflers, Mr Richard Lake writer to the fig- 
net, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Aberbrothock, Mr 
Alexander Hart clerk to the High Court of Judiciary ; 
from .the prefbytery of Brechin, Mr James Lauder at 
Dun, Mr Daniel Bryce at Logiepert, Mr Charles Nifbet 
at Montrpfe^ minifljers, Alexander Burnet;, E(q; advo- 
^cate, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Fordoun, Mr 
John Hutchiefon at FetterefTo, Mr Robert Foot at Fetter- 
cairn, Mr Alexander Thom at Glenbcrvic, miniflers, Mr 
Thomas Scott writer to the fignet, ruling elder ; from 
ithe burgh of B^rvie, the Hon. Sir William Auguflus 
Cunnyngham of Livingfton, Bart. ; from the prefbytery 
of Aberdeen, Mr John Brown at Newhilla, Mr John 
FuIIartoii at Drummoak, Mr Robert Dunbar at Old- 
ijiachar, Mr James Sherriffs at Aberdeen, minifters, 
James Cuningham of Hyndhope and George Strahan- 
Keith, Efquir^s, ruling elders ; from the prefbytery of 
Kincardine O'neil, Dr John Ogilvie at Midmar, Mr 
John Ramfay at Strahan, Mr William Shand at Lum- 
phannan, minifters^ Mr William McDonald of Riacttan^ 
ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Alford, Mr James 
Gordon at Cabrach, Mr Robert Lumfden at Kildrummy^ 
Mr Thomas Tait at Auchindore, minifters, Mr John 
Ta wfe writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder/, from the 
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prdbytery of Ellon, Mr William Paterfbn at Logic, Mr 
Alexander Cock at Cruden, niinifters, Profeflor Thomas 
Gordoh, ruling elder ; from the prelbytery of Garrioch, 
Mr Alexander Stewart at Lefly, Mr Robert Gauld at 
Culilimond, Mr John Shand atKemnay, miniftei's, the 
Right Hon, the Lord Wcfthall, ruling elder ; from the 
prcfbytery of Deer, Mr George Moir at Peterhead, Mr 
AVilliam Frafer at Tyrie, Mr John Craigie at Sc Fergus, 
rainifters, Mr John Taylor writer, to the fignet, ruling 
elder ; from the prefbytery of Fordyce, Mr Robert Ogil- 
vie at brdiquhill, Mr Walter Chalmers at Defkford, mi- 
nifters, Mr John Robert(bn writer in Edinburgh, ruling 
elder ; from the prefbytery of Strathbogie, .Mr Robert 
Innes at Huntly, Mr John Coopfer at Glafs, minifters, 
the Hon, Baron Gordon^ ruling elder ; from the pret- 
-bytcry of Abcrlour, Mr James Grant at Inveraven, Mr 
James Thomlbn at Aberlour, minifters, Mr Ifaac Grant 
writer to the fignet, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery 
of Abernethy, Mr Lewis Grant at Croxndale, Mr Patrick 
Grant at Duthill^ Dr Gregory Grant phyiiclan in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder ; from the prelbytery of Elgin, Mr 
William Gordon at Urijuhart, Mr William Peterkin at 
Elgin, minifters, Mr Thomas Gordon , writer in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Elgin, Mr 
Francis Grant preacher of the gofpel ; from the prefby- 
tery of Forres, Mr Alexander Watt at Forres, Mr Da- 
vid Miln at Dollar, minifters, Bailie Duncan Grant in 
Forres, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Forres, Mr 
Ludovick Grant junior writer in Edinburgh ; from the . 
prefbytery of Nairn, Mr Patrick Dunbar at Nairn, Mr 
Hugh Calder,at Croy, minifters, Hugh Rofe of Kilravock, 
E(q; ruling elder; from the prefbytery of Invernefs, Mr 
Malcolm Nicholfon at Kiltarlity,. Mr William Smith at 
Pettie, minifters, Simon Frafer of Taralarrie, Efq; advo- 
cate, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Chanonry, 
Mr Thomas Simpfbn at Avoch, Mr Robert Arthur at 
Kirkmichael, minifters. Bailie John Walker mei:chant in 
Edinburgh, ruling elder j from the prefbytery of Aber- 
tarph, Mr Patrick Grant at Bolefkin, Mr James Grant 
at Laggan^ minifters, Colquhoun Grant, Elq; writer to 
the fignet, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Sky, Mr 
Donald M*Qiveen at Kilmuir, Mr Martin M'Pherlbn at 
Slate, minifters, Andrew Crofbie of Holm, Efq; ruling 
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elder ; from the prefbytcry of Lewis, Mr. Alexander 
M'Kay at Barvas, Mr Htlj^h .Munro at Uig, miniders, 
the Procurator for the Church, ruling elder ;' from the 
prefbyrery of Lochcarron, Mr Murdoch M'lver at Loch- 
alfli, Mr Donald Munro at Lochcarron, minifters, John 
M^Kenzie of Appleerois, Eil]; ruling ilder; and the Gene- 
ral Aff^mhly added thei-eto the Rev, Mr \Villiam M'Gill, 
one of the minirters of Ayr^ in place of the moderator; 
and alio added thofe gentlemen whole commiflions were 
rejciHied by this Aflemby on account of informality, viz. 
from the prefbytery of Meigle, Mr John Halyburton at 
Kettins, Mr William Dow at Blairgowrie, Mr James 
Stormonth at Airly, mlniUers, and Mr Patrick Alilbn of 
Newhall, ruling elder, to be commilfioners of this Ge- 
neral Affemhly, to the effect after meptioned ; with 
power to the faid Commiffioners, or their quonn, tvhich 
'is hereby dcchred to be any thirty-one of the laid Com- 
miffioners, whereof twenty-one are always to be mini- 
fters, to meet and conveen within the Aflembly-houle 
at Edinburgh, the firft day after the diflblution of this 
Afrcnibly* at ten of the clock in the forenoon ; and there- 
after, cheftcotid Wednefciay of Augtill, third Wednefday 
' of November, and the firft Wednefday of March next to 
come, and oftner when and where they fliall think fit and 
convenient, with power to the* faid Commiifioners to 
chule their own moderator : And likewile, the General 
Affembly fully impowers their faid Commiilioners, or their 
quorum above mentioned, to cognofcc and finally deter- 
mine, as they ftiall fee caufe, in every matter refeiTed, or 
that (hall be referred to them, by an acfl or order of this 
Aflembly; and to do every thing contained in, and con- 
foj-m to the inftrudions given, or to be given by this 
Aflembly ; and to advert to the intereft of the Church 
on every occafion, that' the Church, and prelent efta- 
bliftimerit thereof, doiiot fuffer or lliftahi any prejuicc 
which they can prevent, as they will be anfwerable : 
Provided always, that this genei-al claufe be not extend- 
ed to particular • affairs or procefTes before iynods or 
prefbytcrles, that are not of univerfal concern to, or in- 
fhience upon, the whole Church^ And it is hereby ap- 
pointed, that no private procefles* be determined, except 
at the four ftated diets ; and what fhall be determined 
at one diet of the Coftimiffion, witli Telation to^ private 
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cau(es» (hall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, 
and (hall (land and continue in force till difapproven 
of by the General AHerably. And the Affcmbly renews 
the inftruiftions, given by the Geheral AiTembly in the 
year one thoufand (even hundred and (eventeen to ch^ 
Commi^ioA, and appoints the fame to (land in full force^ 
as inAru<5tions to the Commiflioners before namedi and 
to bp oblerved by them in all points^ as if the (aine were 
fpecially here infert ; and that they enquire into the 
publiQiing and (preading of books and pamphlets, tending 
towards the promoting of opinions of whatever kind, in- 
cpnfiftent with our Confcffim (4 Faith ; and that the re- 
commenders of fuch books or pamphlets^ or the errors 
therein contained, whether by word, writ, or print, be 
called before the laid Commiilion to anfwer for the fame« 
And fiirther, the (aid Commilfion is hereby impowered to 
receive any references and appeals that (liall be made to 
them from fynods, in matters of dodrine, and ripen 
luch affairs for the next General AiTembly ; and to con- 
tribute what they can to the iupprefling of vice and im- 
morality, and give all needful advice and ailiflance to 
iynods and preibyteries, upon application to them for 
diat end : Likewife to take care that the impreflions of 
the Holy Scriptures^ the ConfeJ^ (^Faith^ and Catechijms^ 
and fuch books as are authoriied by this Church, relat* 
ing to the dod:rine, wor(hip, difcipUne, and government 
thereof^ be corred ; and give directions about printing 
the (ame. And the Commiffioners are appointed and 
impowered to keep .a correfpondence with tlie committee 
for Reformation of the Highlands and Ifliands^ for fup-- 
prefling Popery and fuperftition, and for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a refbrma-- 
tion in thefe parts^ and ^ive affiftance and concurrence 
therein ; and if need be, to apply to the Government 
for a proper remedy and fpeedy redreis. And the (aid 
Commiffioners. are hereby (Iriclly prohibited and di(char« 
ged to meddle in any other noiatters than what are com«*> 
mitted and referred to them as above mentioned : And^ 
in all their atVings, they are to proceed according to the 
adls and ^onflitution of this Churchy and to do nothing 
contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the fame ; declar* 
ing that, in and for all their actings, they (hall be ac* 
countable to, a^d cenfurable by the next General Af- 
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^ernbly, as they (hall fee caufe. And the General Af- 
iembly appoints the faid Commiffioners, particularly to 
obferve the afts of the General Aflemblies one thouland 
ffeven hundred and twelve, and one thoufahd feven hun- 
dred and nineteen, refpefting the appiSration of the 
public money ; which two a£ls are printed among the 
afts of AfTembly one thoufand feven hundred and' lixty- 
one* And this Commillion is to continue and endure , 
until another Commiffion be appointed ; and members 
^re required to attend the diets of the faid Cc«nmiffion \ 
and abfents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, accord- 
ing to the 17th aft of the General AfTembly held in the 
year one thoufand feven; hundred and fix. And for the 
better fecurlng of a quorum, and attendance of members 
on the Commiffion, the General Affembly prohibits the 
prefbytery of Edinburgh, or any other prelbytery within 
twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days or weeks 
appointed for the meeting of this Commiffion ; and fiich 
of the members of thefe prcfbyteTies as are on the Com- 
miflion, are required, all of them, to give attendance on 
the diets thereof; and the prefbyteries at a greater diA 
tance, who have four or more members on the Commit^ 
fion, are to take care, that at leaft two of them attend 
each diet of the fame : And the General Aflembly ap- 
point their Commiffion, at their firfl meeting, to dllcufs 
as many of the caufes and qucftions, relative to the Settle- 
ments of vacant Churches, which are or fhall be referred 
to them by the Aiffembly,' as they can overtake/ 'And it 
is further provided, that when any^ prefbytery or fyhod 
of this Chureh (hall decline to comply with the ientence 
of the Commiflion, or to give the fame a full execution^ 
in that cafe the Commiffion is hereby prohibited to exe- 
cute the fame; by appointing any fuch correfpondent 
meeting, as lias been fome time the praftice, but (hall al- 
low; the fame to Jyc over to the enfblng Aflembly, to 
which fucli prefcyteries or fynods:fliaU be anfwerabie for 
Ibch their conduft, and are hereby appointed to fend up 
with their Comniiffioners their reafbris for the fame. And 
the Aflembly doth further iihpbwer and dlretH: the faid 
Commifliori,' to make due application to the King and 
Parliament for redr'efs of the grievance of patronage, in 
cafe a favourable opporttlnity for io doing fhall occur 
iduring the ilibfiflence of this Commiffion ; And that in 
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paffing their fentenecs^ and in ordering the execution of 
the fanie, they (briftly oblerve the i *2th ad: of die Ailem* 
bly one thousand fcven hundred and thlrty-llx. 

Interim adl anent Hcerifing Probationers. 

THE General Aflembly, in confequence of an overture 
. from theiynod of Merfe and Tiviotdalc, having ta- 
ken into their ferioua confideration the dangerous cpnfe- 
quences that would arife to this Church, if pre(bytcries 
iVere allowed to receive otx trials young meu who have 
never fludied Divinity, at an Univerfity, did, and hereby 
do, (lri£Wy prohibit all prefby teries from following fuch 
a praftice ; awd lordain that this, proliibition (hall have .the 
force of a law till next General Aflembly. 

VIIJ.' \ 

■^The Gener^dl AJJenibly re-'tranfmits to preJlyUries the foU ' 
hiving Overtures^ and recommends it to them to pay 
particular attention thereio.] ,.'..:♦ 

Overture anent the Ordination of EWers* 

THAT whereas great irregularities have cfept into 
the Church, with refpe<Sl to the Ordination of el- . 
ders, it fhould be enatJted, That no minifter (liould fee 
apart any perfon to that facred office in his congrega- 
tion, who has not a fi^ied refidence in the parifh, or 
fuch property in it as would enritle him to vote in the 
<:alling of a minifter ; it being the true meaning and in- 
tent of rhis overture to prevent elders being oi-dained in 
congregations who are in no way conne<^ted with them : 
And it being underftood, that any city or town, where 

there 



Digitized by 



Google 



•'* ^ 



a« The 4^s of the 

there are more congregations than one^ Chall be held as 
one parifli, (b far as reipeds the purpofe of this over- 
ture. 



X. 

OvertHre anent liGCDfing Probationers. 

THE General Aflembly, taking into their ferious con- 
iideration the danger that arifech to this Church, 
and to the fouls of people, by licenfing any-to preach the 
gofpel who are not duly qualified/ according to the 
rules laid down m die Holy Scriptures ; and confidering 
that the feveral afts made by former General Aflemblies, 
lye fo (battered in many feparate articles, at great diftances 
from one another, that the diredions therein given we 
in danger of bemg overlooked by preibyteries ; There- 
ibre the Genergfl Aflembly, colleding what appears to 
them moft material in former adls, ordain, That the fol- 
loWing regulations {hall be ilriclly obferved by prefby- 
teries in all time coming. 

imo^ That no prefbytery admit any perfbn to proba* 
tionary trials, but (uch as arc found to be of good report, 
of fufficient learning, of found| principles, of a pious, fo- 
ber, grave, and prudent behaviour^ and of a peaceable 
difpodtion, and weH afFeft6d to the government in Church 
and ftate^ and of whom they have fufficient ground to 
conceive diat xhey (hall be ufeful and edifying in the 
Church, and that careful enquiry be made thereanent ; 
and that without refpdiil of perfons, fnch as are cfteemed 
to be light aud Vain in their behaviour, proud, worldly- 
minded, or^inacquainted with the power of pradical 
godlinefs, be kept back from that (acred work^ 

ido^ That none be admitted to trials in order to be 
licenfed, but fuch as have produced to the Profeilbr of 
Divinity at the time of their being enrolled, either a di- 
ploma of Ma fter of Arts, or a certiticate, bearing that 
they have gonp through a full courfe of philofophy at 
the College, and who have either given clofe attendance 
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on the diviiilty-hall for the fpace of four'^ y^ars, from 
the tune of their names behig entered upon the roll of 
the prefbytery as fludents of divinity ; or, if their cir- 
cumftahces did not permit them to give dole attendance 
on the hdl, have continued to profecute the ftudy of 
divinity for fix years, and have in that time delivered 
the ufual number of difcourfes ; provided alfb, that, at 
the time of their being admitted to trials, they are twen- 
ty-one years of age complete* 

.3/2>, The General AfTembly, confidering the reproach 
that may be brought on religion in general, and parti- 
cularly on this Church, by the unworthy behaviour of ^ 
fuch as follow the ftixly of divinity, do earneftiy recom- 
mend to the prefbyteries, profeffbrs of divinity, and mi- 
nifters and members of this Church, to keep a watchful 
eye on fuch fludents, during tlie terms above fpecified. 

. And further, that when any fludent comes to attend the 
j^rofefTor of divinity in any univerfity, he fliall produce 
to the profelTbr, and to the minifter of the parifb where 
he is to refide, during the time of his attendance on the 
profertion, a teflimonial from the minifter of the parifti 
from whence he comes ; and when he leaves the pf ofef- 
fion, he (hall carry back teftimpnials from the niinifler 
of the pariffi, of his grave and fuitable behaviour besom- 
ing his character ; and from tlie profelTor, teflimonials 
certifying the fame, and alfo his regular attendance on 
the diets of the profeflion, and the time he has attended. 
And when any profelFor of divinity (liall think (it to re- 
commend a ftudent, in order to probationary trials, his 
teftimonials fliall certify his proficiency in his iludies, and 
his moral character. 

j[to. The General AfTembly do appoint and ordain. 
That no prefbytery admit any ftudent to probationary 
trials, except fuch as have refided within their bounds for 
the fpace of fix months, or do produce to them fufhcient 
teflimonials from the prefbyteries in whofc bounds they 
have lived, or for tfc moll pare rcfided, exprelllng, that 
it is the defire of thefj prelby series that thefe fiudents 
fliould be entered upon trials. And fuch (Indents as 
come from abroad, (hall produce iiuisiying' rcilimonials 
from the profeflbrs under whom they ftudied ; and the 
time of their being abroad (liall be accounted a part of 

'tlie fix rears : but none -of tlicfc fludents (lull be entered 
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upon trials for the fpace of half a year after they come to 
Scotland. 

^to. When any (Indent is propofed to a prefbyteiy, 
in order to be taken on trials, die propolal (liall lye on 
the table till the next ordinary meeting, before they give 
judgment therein, that diligent enquiry may be madCt 
and information had concerning the faid ftudent's quali- 
fications and behaviour ; and the prelbytery (hall be a- 
lone when the propofal is ^lade and judged on: And thie 
General Aflembly enjoins all ftpdents to take all oppor- 
tunities of .cultivatipg an acquaintance with the minifters 
of the prefbytery where they refide, and where they are 
to pafe trials, 

6/(7, When the prefbytery, after fcrious enquiry and 
mature deliberation, Qiall agree to take the propofed 
candidate on trials, they fliall examine him ftridUy and 
privately, in order to enable them to judge whether he 
poflelTes the piety, knowledge, abilities, and other qua- 
lifications neceflary for a preacher of the gofpeL 

ymo. The General AfTcmbly appoints the fame metliod 
to be ol>ferved^ and trials to be taken in all the above 
particulars, before any prefbytery recommend a ftudenc 
to pafs trials in another prefbytery. 

8vo, The General Aflembly do alfo appoint and or- 
dain. That tiie terms above fpecified being expired, and 
tedimonials produced, and previous trials taken in man- 
ner above direfted, the prefbytery, before they prefcribe 
any part of public trials, fhall write letters to all the 
prefby teries within the bounds of the fynod, acquainting 
thera with their defign, two months at leaft before fitting 
of the fynod ; and at' the next meeting of the fynod^ 
they fliall alfo acquaint the fynod thereof, and obtain 
their fpecial judgment and advice in that particular ; 
and, that the members of the laid prcibycery and fynod 
may be ripely advifed thercanent, the General Aflembly 
appoints the faid letters to be duly and carefiilly tranf-^ 
mitted to the fcveral prefbyteries, ^md that intimation 
thereof be publicly made at the firfl diet of the fynod, to 
lye on the table till the fecond or fome fubfequent diet> 
and then particular enquiry be made whether any per- 
ion have any thing to objcd againfl the fludent's being • 
entered on trials for preaching the gofpcl. Provided 
always. That in any part of this Qhurdi, when fynods ' 
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meet bat* once a-year, a ftudcnt may be propofed to the 
fynod half-a-year fooner than would have been compe- 
tent if the fynod had met twice a-year. 

9W, The General Aflcmbly recommends to pre£by- 
teries, that before any (Indent is entered on trials, the 
engagements required by ail loth AflTembly 1711, of 
foch as are to be liiceftfed, be read to them ; and that the 
prefbytery take promife of them, that they will fubfcribe 
to, and particularly bbferve the fam^i in cafe the pref- 
bytery fee caufe to licence them ; and that this promife 
be recorded in their books. 

lomoj The General Aflembly appoints the public 
probationary trials of {Indents, who are to be liccnfed 
probationers, to be the following, viz. i. The catechetic 
trials to be renewed in prefence of the prefbytery, and 
that previoufly to all the other parts of public trials. 
2. A homily in Englifh on a Scripture text. 3, An 
exegefis in Latin oti a controverted head of Divinity, and 
fudaining a thefis and di(pute thereon. i|. An exercife 
and addition. 5. AIed:ure on a large portion of Scrip- 
ture* 6- A popular ferraon on a particular text of 
Scripture. 7. A trial dn chronology and Church hifto- 
ry, efpecially the hiftory of our own Church. Lajlly, 
A trial on their knowledge of the Greek and Hebrew 
languages. ^ 

I imo^ The General Aflembly, judging it fit that the 
fame method fhall be followed in all prefbyteries as to 
queftions put to, and engagements taken of probationers 
when licenfed ; and that the (aid probationers fiiould not 
only give fufficient proof of their piety, literature, and 
other good qualifications for the facred miniftry, but alfei 
come under the ftri6left engagements to adhere to and 
maintain the doflrine, worfhip, difeipline, and govern- 
ment of this Church : Do therefore ena£l and appoint. 
That the queftions appointed by aft loth 171 1^ be put 
to all (lich as pafi trials ; and likewife that they (hall fub- 
fcribe the Formula let down in the faid aft, before they 
be licenfed to preach the gofpel. And the General Af- 
fembly ftriftly proliibits the licenfing any perfon what- 
fomever, who (hall not give explicit and fhtisfying an- 
fwers to thefe quedions, and fubferibe the (aid Formula ; 
and difcharge any prefbytery to make ufe of any other 
quedions or Formula^ 
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That the queftions appoibt^^d by zOi to^th 17IJ*, be pot 
xo all fuch as pals trials ; and likewife that tbiey diall fab- 
Xcribe the Formula (et downjn the faid aft, before they 
be licenfed to pleach the goTpeL Asid the GeAera} Atr 
iembly Uriftly prohibits the rUceofing any perib& what- 
ibmever, who. (hall not give explicit and &tisfying an- 
fwers to thefe queftioft^, and AibicHbe the iaid Formula ; 
^nd diibharge atiy prefbj^eiy^to jtnjil^e. ufe of iany other 
.quelUons or E^mula. v . ' . 

izmo^ When any preibytery, . who, with the iynod^s 
allowance, has entered, or who is abodt to enter. a ftu- 
dent on trjals^ :fhaU rec<}ive.ja letter from any jirefljytery, 
ihewing their d^fTatisfaftion with thftl:{H\dent, and giving 
relevant gronnds for th( iajqfie, whkh they oi&r to verify 
to the pre(bytery at thjeir next^nvcstifr^, the Aid iludent 
iOhall not be licefifed untilthfp^ter 'be; tried. And the 
General /^flen^bly af^|n$g^refi>yCQri(e!s^!Tvho <^ 
foch letters aoent fividc^ics iV^m ^oy r oiliet* pre^tery, to 
write a' return with the firft pojft alter iheir. nie^tinga : acr 
qtiainting th^^; of t)bieif n^ die(# -: • j r \ > - ^ , c nv o : 

i.^tio^ Thatjthe ^^s cpncfirn]tig;iS|9io|iy>o nead: before 
liceniing^y, probationer f ; - . i: ■♦ . . r-f !: 

yi/^o^ For the better. obfcryatioftiofHthi^a^ijiiris. par- 
Ocularly reiQi;^nvuended^tp;r|^ of ^vimty^ to 

communicf^te the 'Contents thereof to tfietr ftiMJkAt^in a 
public meeting annually^ ^% fiich jtHiHt# ift the iiwa^^ ^ 
January, as to them i^eyi^- moft .t:opv^Qie9t» r^oii.iain 
pxefbytenes^^nd iyoods ^t^ perepKoi^iy aipp<Mfited!..to 
c>|?fervig theianve in all its; parts : , A4)drMf i^ftn^ljls enjoin* . 
ed, that yifitors of preibytery-books mAke ftridl enqwfry . 
how the fevev^l prelbyterics Qo obftrsvothe ik(il9« "- , 
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"[r/?^ General JJfemblj re^tranfmits to :prejbyieries^he foh- 
lyiving Overture^ and recommends it to ^tbem to fay 

tjvcrttirc anent the Otdinadon x)f Elders* 

^1 HAT whereas grestt irreguianaes nave cre^t into 

;deW,-it fliould be enaaed, Thit no OTini(!?r flioWd itt 
^^apart any 'per(bn to that (acred office in his ^^on'grega- 

cion, whoMs {K)t :a fixed ri^ence in the pajriQi, or 

luch property m it as Wquld entitle tiim to vot6 m the 
^calling oFa minlilerV it'bein^ the tru6 mekn!bg and in* 

jent oftjiisi overture to prevent elders being ordained in 
-con^r^^Ltions who arc in no way connetl:ed with them; 

Ahd ittWripg under flood,, tha^any ci^y or town, where 
'toere afelnibre congregations than one, fliall be held as 

one bari(h.« »ib far a9 reipeAs.theL:purpofe of this over- 



^^ appobiiiil^^^vDiet -o£ the next 

THE nexc General ASftsmbYy of this National Chuith 
b appointed to be held within ^e New 'Church 
^j^^^f^dinburgh, on Thurlday the zid day of Ma^r, 
iin the:year 1783. " ' 

iC)lU£ied and e:itr(Uled from the Records of the 
VenertdAffembfy^hy 

GEORGE WISHART,P ^, « , c 
JOHN DRYSDALE, \ ^ '^^' '*''*'" 
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•INDsEX or 4i RIPOEMENT 



»o') •. . . •.;»/^ 



AcTiNa$ and Proceedings of the Gcrtetal AIRtii- 
bly of the 'Church of Scotland, held Ui^bsuyear 
1 782^ whicl) are not printed at foU length. 

.^^iPER: fornvon. by^ d^fr,^evertiifj Df WUtt^pi D?l- 

. XJL rymplo, minifter of the gofp<:^jat i^, M9dej^^r 

.^jyf^hj ;laft Gf»)eral Aj(lj^^ly/ the jr^iAfrs faid eldcars 

convened in the A(!embly*hoale '; and, after,^{^3fer 

mick, iriiniiTer of d^ ijot^i. :ac y^ftoppa 
choien Moderator? and, at tlie Me^^y's^^t^^^ 
took the chadr. 
Theu.KiM;^s CoqimiifioD t4f^*^c Kight Honourable George 
£^1 iSf DalHouue/xo^Teprefent his Majefty's,, j^OjyaL 
perfon, read, and ordered (^oije. r^oi^^p J ..".^'^^ „/;^ 

and ordered to^^c^^^ , ^^., ,^,, ,^ v .,,3 




lloner, read, and ordered to Be recorded. ' ., ;nv. 
A^Cpp^mkt^ei/i^p^ fw J^^pj^qg fjlf ^^S:iao^',^r^-*. 

Wc^we f^mv^ named j,9 ^"im \m^^m>f^ 

his Majefty, on the prelent Ifftfe of,pu^%;}adtair^j../ 

Ilwppp?^d?^ to thofe brethren who fl»^* j^ ^jBfj ^pq^ 

^,.tP^prWf,att to-morrow's diet, to be |j^qi^y^^inTt§(^r 

y^^^^vl^g to Almighty God for tht^^l^t^i^gn^lfuc- 

ch& he has been plealed to grant t^ ^.ii^^<;|b^*s 

A Cojjoii^jt; ^aix)^ *FT¥M))& r^ <^o°unjuuons to ,Hie 
jneoibers of this Ailemt>ly, cenfi^riog ^^^^^j?'^' ^f^ 
rp diets 
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~ IN D £ I if^2, 

.... ' v," ' ^ .' ■ ■ '•* jt L' "• 

i3ietVthere6f, nainlfig minlflers to pr«tch- Bdc/re !us 
'jGrace the King's CommUGoner, receiving in lifts of 
the probationers in the (everal prefbyteries, .in order 
to. their being recorded. 
>CpnnDUfrc for'oveftui'es nafijktfd.. ' i ;...,, 
'Comnftitcee for bills, le&rences, and appeals, named. 
Adjouwioient. ^ ' ' ■' i y-'^ ■■ 



.1': ■. . -'lii J . .,,.ior. 



:5edertint. 

-A diet (pent "in: prayer. 
New cofnfnii1iottscpi*J^>^<^ciJL 

Aft Vfl.^ df Affembly .1718, for the better difpatch of 
the bufinefs of m^'AiAS^i re^d; ib^the odf^^- 

•^irloVikhereofenbtnecf.' ^ ^'^'^ ' '" ' ' •^' "' i"- 
Mrtlfrek namci!' 'tfa'preachxMljr' 'h^^^ 

■•'iHfffloner. «' ' ' * •''->.»' •■'■•■I.'' •>':• •''- '•• f- 'f >^ 
-The^dinWiltte Wr oVef'tWw^to'tP^&pl^bterfty tk^ 

this'fevemh^''ihUliev^.«f pHces; ' ■^^''-'- •'" 
.AcS?/hifaeiiif;' ■-=•■• •' - •'•='*^ • ■-'•'3l-'^'-- "?■• 

New commilfeahiWaVita^f''^" ^^"^ «'^' " - '-'•'M 
jrtife^fe>fe;^4h/boAMftfl?/ fSP'^bVtfaJgf ■ ci»«tf*ftrf J 

the f^me wm given in MmS"x>^)^i'' ^'i' ' • ^ '" 
Arffc^n;"Hy^^" rii^^ilfi0r*i/ffMtea"^ ttid 

comirim«^'frM'''?hd>i^«¥^f/ttfABfei^^ ia'iz' 

niUnoD •'''^P*'^^'^'' -2 o: iJ ->:..* .^ till,: ^i:i y\ ,i.»riv : 

Afi'^bjeiiii5'i9^«^ tft^ .<^iffi'^ori'^ fr6ftV'ifr^;-pgft^of 




'expit«gkl#ltff'the'^.''^^^ , . , 

•^Wf ttttWtffl til Hi^^tott/W^ffitjti-fl^^'rti 
^^^f He3fifr^?'^m A/ftirtlJilr fuW^' Vh<f ^ M^V6xt, 

.The objeftioiLCo die coramliHon from the burgh ofB'tlh- 

^-^ The 
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The draughti, of an anfwcr to the King's moft gracious 
Jettcr to this Aflfembly l>rtliUght in ancl approved ; and 
his Grace the Commiffioner, at the Aflembly's requeft^ 
undertakes to tranfmit the J&ni^. to his Majcfly. 

The draught of'an&ddrefs t(9;his Majedy, on the prefcnt; 
Hate of f>ubrtc>iaffair&t which.. had bceiv appro ven .of 
by the committee appointed to prepare it, was pro- 
• duced amd read* Another draught, ^hich had riot- 
'been agreed to by faid committee, but being read by 
a liwmber in iib.,place, jind tranfmitted jf;7z/)/zrif^ b;^ 
» the committee for overtures, was alfb produced and 
read. - And the <jueftion being put; -wbich of thefb 
Ihould be adopted, it carried that w:Jiich had been 
approven of by the committipe ; againft which ieveral 
inembers diflented. 

The roll of caufirs tran^itted by the committee for bills 
called for, produc^ed, and read over. 

iRefolved to conilder on Monday the cpmmiffion fronv 

tlic burgl> of Dunfermline,, after that fhe caufe aaqnt 

' the (ettlement'of Arroc;har,t.and next to \hat the caiifc 

of Mr M*Into(h tninifter ofrMpy, aad on Tuefday tHe 

caufe of Garfphairur /, - » : ; , ' , 

A committee named to revife .the adlings and proceed- 

' ings of the ConmilTion of t^e late General Aflcmbly. • 

A committee named to revife the .actings, and proceed- 
ings of the cobiniittee appointed by laft Afferably for 
, managing the Roj^al Boi}nty;for the refornjation of the 
' Highlands a,nd Iflands. 

A committee named to auc|*?e,thc Procurator and Agent^s 
. accounts, c^nCder the (^te of the public money, and 
prepare overtures about the fame. , ^ 

The committee for overtures impowered to receive in 
from the iev-eral mentbers any inftru^ions given to 
them by 'thei;: relpeftive (ynods,or prefby^eries, claft 

/ -the: matters therein contained, and prepare overtures 

thereupon to the Aflembly ; and receive in and con- 

iicler any accounts that (hall be given them of the flate 

. of the Church in the North Highlands, particularly 

concerning the growth of Popery and fuperflition, 

• and prepare overtures foF.prcvendng or fupprtliing 
thereof4 

The committee for bills appointed to meet on Monday 
. morning at ten o'clock. 

Adjournment. 

K May 
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I^D E X 1782; 

Maj^ 27. lySa. SeJ. j^h. 

Sederunt. 

New commiflions preduceJ. 

Several members adhered ro t^e diflent of yeftcrday, , 
refpedling the deciiion aiient the 4iddreis to hb Ma* 
jefty. 

Report of the committee for bills -called ibr, produced; 
and read. 

Report of the committee for overtures produced and 
read. • 

Agreed to confider on Thorfday overtures' from the fy- 
nods of Perth and Stirling, Fife, Glafgow and Ayr, 
Galloway, Lothian and TWcfeddale. and Angus and 
Mearns, refpe^ling the moderation of calls ; and im* 
mediately after that the ove/uife from the fynod of 
Fife» refpeding the definition of a^calL 

Synod books called for ; the fynod books of Fife, Aber- 
deen, and Ro(s produced ; an excufe offered and fu- 
itsiined for the abience of the fynod book of Angus 
and Mearns ; none of the other (yhod books were 
brought up ; refolved that the realbtis for their ab- 
fence be enquired -iiito. 

Ddayed the xaulc of Arroch^r till N>-morrow, to come 
in Jtfter the caufe of Carlphairn ; and agreed to hear 
the cairfc of Mr M^IntoCh on Wednelday, and the 
caufe of Evaqdale to-day, immediately after that of 
Mr Hutton. 

An appeal of JBailie William Hutton merchautt in Dun- 
fermline, aglinft the^kirk-feilion pf Dunfermline, Tor 
refuOng to atteft his commiftion from the burgh of 
Dunfermline, to reprefent the (aid burgh in this AT- 
fembly, heard ; the comnHflion fuftained. 

An appeal of John Hamilton of CoUinhill, and others ad- 
hering to him, parifliioners of the pari(h of Evandale, ^ 
■ againft a*ientence of the prefby tery of Hamilton, fu- 
ftainmg a call to Mr John Scott to be minifter of faid 
parilh, heard; the appeal difmifled, the fentence of 
the pfefbytery of Hamilton affirmecl, and they ap- 
pointed to proceed to the fetdement of. the prefentee' 
with all convenient (peed, according to the rules of 
the Church: 

A 



Digitized by 



Google 



INDEX lyQi, 

A committee appointed to confider the application from 
the people of i^ifton. 

The committee for overtures appojifitj^d .to meet this even- 
ing at half pad: ievcn^ tand the committee for reviilng 
commifliohs at feven.. 

The committee on the window and houfe tax renewed^ 
/With the former powers'. ... 

Refolved'tb coiiiider the caufe of Fen wick firft on Wed- 
-nefday,; having been before .laftAlIembly, therefore' 
entitled to a ;preicrencc* 

A. compiiuee appointed to cpnfider the reference from 
the;prcJfbytery of Biggar, and another from the (ynpd 
of Giafgow and Ayr, relpefting marriages. 

.A tommittee appointed to confider the memorial from 
the prefhytery of Perthj refpedlip^ tlie hofpital of 
Perth. 

Adjournment. 

^ ' '^ ■ ■ . 

:JI% 28. 1782* 5(^. 5/A. 

(Sederunt. ^ 

New commiffions produced,. 

Report of the committee for overtures called foi:, .the 
fame was given in, and read over. 

A reference by the iynod of Galloway, j-^{pe6ling a . libel 

brought before the prefby tery of Kirkcudbright, 4it 

•ihe inftance of Jo^n rM*Millan of Holip, and others, 

•heritors, ciders, and heads of ^milies in the^parifli x)f 

• Carfphairn, againft JVIr Robert Affleck preacher of 

ihe golpel, preieatee xo xhe faid parilh, heard.; die 

firft, fecond, thirds and fourth articles of the libel 

hiudained as relevant, and remitted to the prefby tery 

of Kirkcudbright to be admitted to proof, and to pro- . 

rceed in th? ajffair according to the rules of the Churchj 

the fifth article of the libel found not relevant. 

An appeal of Sir James Colq^uhoun of Lufs, Baronet, 
undoubted -patron of the parifti of Arrochar, and Mr 
John Gillefpic;, his prelentee, and of the prefhytery 
of Dumbarton, ^gainfl a fentence of the (ynod of Glal- 
gow and Ayr, referring a fentence of the faid prefhy- 
tery, fudalning a call to the faid Mr John Gillelpie, 
inftead of affirming the fame ; the counfel for the ap- 
;pellants pafled from the appeal ; agreed to take up the 
;caufe upon the fynod^s reference j the ientence of the 

prefhytery 
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INDEX 1782.' 

*prefbytery of Dumbarton, fuftaining t\it call, to Mr 
Gillefpie to be minifter of theparifti ofArrochar; af- 
firmed, and the prefbytery appointed to proceed to 
his lettlement with all convenient fpeed, according to 
the rules of the Church. 

The committee on new ereAiorts appointed to meet to- 
morrow in the Aflembly-houfe, at^half an hour tifter 
ten. 

Agreed to fake in the caufc anent the chapd >of Dun- 
fermline to-morrow, after the two caufcs already ap- 
pointed, if there is time, and to confider qn Friday 
the caule of Crofsmichael, and Mr Lawlbn's caufe. 

Adjournment. 

J\% 29. 1782. Sej: bthu 
Sederunt. . 

Reafons of diflent from the refoluiion of AflemWy upon 
th/j fubjc(S of addreffing his Majefty on rfie flate of 
public aflairs given in, and openly read, and ordered 
to lie in retentis. 
The report of the committee appointed by laft Affembly 
to confider the reference from the fynod of Lothian 
and Tweeddale, refpedting irregular marriages, gi- 
ven in, and ordered to He on the iable till Saturday 
next. 
The report of the committee on new ereftions called for, 
. given in, and read,' and ordered to lie on the table 

till Saturday*. 
The report of the comfnittee appointed to confider the 
petition of the pebpfe of Norifton called for. given 
in, and read, /and ordered to lie on the table till Sar- 
turday. "^ . - ' . 

The committee on the jEniiefund renewed^ with the 

ufijal powers ; new memi^ers added. 
A reference from the prefbytery of Irvine, refpeftiog the 
fettlement of Mr William Boyd, 'prefehtee to the. pa- 
rifli of Fenwick, heard ; the reqtieft of the preflbyte- 
ry of Irvine rejeded, and the prefbytery enjoined to 
proceed to the fettlement of Mr Boyd, the prelentee, 
according to the rules of the church, on or befgre the 
25th day t)f June next ; and all the members of pre- 
fbytery required to attend, and to report to the Com- 



milfion in Augufl:. 



Agreed 
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A^e^»tik<i iH»\lie^ufi?*6FMr ^^IHttlhT:oh Friday.- 
Thtf obteimittces for iivertui*(&s ind bills' afppoiftt<Jd to meet 

at half paft ten o'clock to mdrrbW. 
A'djotirtteacnt.- ;* ^ '.'.', '''''"■ ',/ 

May 3:6. lyi'l; ^tSeJlyth., 
rSedcrunt. 

A new cpmmiflion produced. 

Th^Y^porc of chc^c6mmiLtce for claffing overtures given 

in, and read, from^ which it appearing, that forty, 

• p^dbyterles -Iwve apprbvcfcf of the overtiVi*e refpexSttiig 

the Jicenfing probationers, the Aflembly'' reiblved*^ to 

cbnfider faid overture firft' on Saturday/ ' 

The- ovef'tui-e aheiit the ordin^ltion of deters retranihtit- 

'te6:^ride Printed A£lsi ^' " '^ , 

Reftived, That all motions and iamendmehts of liiotions 
for the future be given in^to the Aflembly iii writingj^ 
preHous to thelf being; A^bted fen. ' •' ». ' ''- 

The PtofeufatotV and Ageiit*s account s-jgfodaced, ahd 
- oWeredtoli^^bnthetabl^^^^ ' ' ; :'^^' ^'^ ^ •'- ''1 
A' tfomnhiittee iApoihted to co^f5d6r thev'bverture frdm 
••.*the fynod of Morayi ahd iikeWife tji'e overture frdm 
/ the prtlbytery d^^ ^''^ ; ' f ' \ • ' • ; 

A^e^Ie to th6 refblirtipn^of ^Monday laft, 'ih6 Aff^V- 
•Bly fjroceeded tb confider the? oVcrturfcs from the fy- 
''.nbds df\picrth.timt Stirling*, iFife, Glafgbw and Ayr, 
^ ©aiibway, 'Lothian and Tweeddale, arid^Angus atid 
^-Mearrns, cortcerning th6 moderation ■ of a call ; atld^ 
■dfter reafoiling; two hiotrons were miide krtd fecond-. 
td ; .1/?, That the Ailembly declare,' that the modera- 
tion of acaHia a^t-eeable to thti immtm'orial praftrce 
pf this Chui^dii'but not haVing fuffiqieiit^evidence'Iaid 
''1:>efbrt-theni, that-'iny preibyteries have * departed ib 
far from e(labliffied*uf{age, as to lay afidfr the modera- 
tion of a callln the fettlemeht of a m'miller, difmi/s 
tl^le overtures as at this time unneceflbry ; and, id. 
That the Aflembly declare, that the moderation of a 
call In fetfling minilicrs is agrfeeable to the immemo- 
rfal and conftitbtionalpraflice of this Church, and that 
it ouo;ht to b^ continued: The queftipn being put, 
' the fecond motion carried^ and the Aflembly declared 
.'.accordingly* ' , 

• • ' L ' The 
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T N p £ I ; 1782. 

The ovefturc ■from the fynod of Rfi^ . «(pc£Hng, die ^fc- 
. £nicion of a cail» withdrawn by the iQeipbci^ of, thac 

fynod, with leave of the Ailemhly, 
The committee for bills appointed to meet to«»mqrrow 

morning, at half pafl ten o'dbck, at defire of tlie Mo- 

dei'ater ^f that committee. 
Adjournment. 

Sederunt. * . 

The report of the committee ifor bills called for, prod^«- 
. eed^ and read* 

Tbe 4:ommiuee on the overture from the fynod of Mo* 

•tay appointed to give in their report to the Commtf^ 

ifion of thi^ Adembly, which is authori^d to take in 

and confidet; laid xeport^ and do therein as they (hali 

ibeoaufe. 

Ah appeal of James M*Intolh in Gai^itt and others, he- 
ritors, elders, and heads of familiest pf the united 
parlfhes of Nf oy and Dalaroflie, againft a Xentpnce.of 

, the preibytery of Invernefs, refufiqg to give etfedt ta 
a former (eiitence of depoHtion of Mr James M'Intofli, 
minifter of thefe pari(hes, in refpe^t the iame had 
been appealed by him to the lynod of Moray^ and ' 
neither reverfed nor aiSrmed by diem, heai*d ; the 
. appeal difinifled as inept ; and die iyiiod of Moray 
fpecially enjoined to judge finally in the ^peal from 
the (encence of depofition of Mr M*IntoQi^ and to 
bring up their iynod books, and all the original mi* 
nutes relating to this whole affair, to next General 
Aflemblyv with, cpitificatlon ; and reconmiended to 

, the prcfbytery of Invernels, in the mean time,, to 
take care that the ordinances of religion be dilpenied. 
to the pariChes of Moy and Dalaroifie*: 

An appeal of Alexander Gordon ^f Culvenpan and 
Greenlaw, Elq; patron of the kirk and parifh of 
Crofsmichael, againft a fentence of die preXbytery of 
Kirkcudbright, delaying the fettlement of Mr John 
John(lon> Mr Gordon's prefentee to that parith ; alfo 
an appeal of Mr James Murdpch, preacher of the 
gofpel, pnefented by the Crown to laid parifli, heard ; 
remitted' the caufe to the prefbytery of Kirkcudbright, 
and appointed them, in cafe the competition in the 

civil 
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' of Auguft next, to pro^cea /towards the fetdement 
of Mr John johnfton, Mr Gordon's pr^fentce, ac- 
cording to the rules of the ^Church,; with all coaye-^ • 
^riicnt Q>eed ; and,, in the Jppean time, to go on with 

. ^ the previous fteps:, Thcpr/eibytery of JCirkcudbright 
cxprefely prohil^ted from excluding from judging 
thoie members of ^hetr committee who modemted in 
the call to the ifoid prefent^^f . 

At, reading the minutes. of laft federunt, upon a.mo« 
tion^ agreed, .th^t the reifolution of lad /(^erunt, re* 
^^ng the moderation of calls, Cboi^ld, for the (a* 
tisfaition of all cpncerned* be converted into a, de- 
claratory at^l, and printed, apaong the A<^s of Aflem-- 
' bly. Fide Printed Mis. 

The committee on the window and houfe tax to oMet 
on Monday n«xt at half p^fl ten inilie £xf:h^nge Cof- 

fee-houfe« ,_ ^ jr : . .. . : 

The caufe of Mr James I^vf4>n ;<^^^^^ to the Com- 

miflion. 
Adj|ournment. 

J4ine I. I78^- Sejl 9.- 
Sederunt*.. . r 

Mr Lawfon's cadfe appointed 10 be fkft taken up, and 

confidered by the Conpimiflion. 
A£V apyproving of the Recount of "I^r William Robertibn 
advocate* Procuratpr for the Churcb| and ^xoncrlng 
and diicharg^pg Mr I^er^n of the fum received 
by hxai ; and appointing that he debit himielf in his 
jiext. account with the fum qf L. ^4' ^4 * 9^ Sterlings 
being the balance due by faunV; ' ; 

Aft approving ic^f the account of 1^^ George Gairncrofsr/ 
agen;: for thq Church ; . and appointing t^t he debit 
Jiiinielf in bis next a^coijint \yith the fun^of ]L,«6 MS;:* 7 

Sterling* being the balancedue by him. 

The account due by the clerks to Mi* John Balfour ^d 

Co^ ftationers ordered to be paid* 
The report of the committee named to conifder thfc j^- 
^ plications for fliares ojF the public money given in and 
read, and approved of by the Aflcmbly. . The Pro- 
curator authorifed to pay off the debt due to Mr 
George Trail, before he pay any of the other credi- 
tors* 
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-••on acc6uht- of- the fitiiattioft tof' ihc funds ; and like- 

- -wife, tliat lion^ of th^m have been tnide in primer 

' time, agi-eeSblc to a^'df Aflenn(!)ly'^4tlt June ^^^83, 

'leaving to tfiofe' gentlerften to 'app^ agaln^ when the 
fund will idmit ot" givittg'ttierti* aid^^t'it the time cH ir 
iituatiofti^ ViqCiire ard.^ ^ Refdlvedi^tliat for the ftmife, 

^ the Aflenribly' will adhere flrriaiy £cy the forelafdaal^of 

AfTeqiibiy refpeding aJJ 'new apjilfcjrtioris. * ^ ^ 

Updn-a mofiaiV by- a menibeV^oF- the cortimittee" ^p-* 
bointed to conlider the 'ffate of tTie ^ Ohurch^s puHic 
InoriAy ; ^ an<4 whWh war iirianimotifly ^ agi-eed ^o, the 

* iWod^ator; in name of thc'Affbrribly; rofe up to fe- 
^Curnihttirtefee^ethanlftj td^ Mr Lmciovick Grant juni6r, 
writer in Edinburgh, for the*^ iSJn-e aiid atccntioft^'hc, 
Kid ' i^aid \(y thete fwid^ihr C6v^l *yfearS^ ;pafr ^ and 

^*^rfrna^ly » ehtreM -hihi! W ptHHnen^^ft hi^ dllfgefi'cc 
and Uttention to that affair ; but Mr Grant rioihvlng^ 

-ifllhe-'H6\ireV refoHeS tti- ttrbrd^t^ks td ^^r Grahc' 

when he (hould be prefent. • m.i. •; 

Aft authorifing the Procurator to uplift anB dffc^H^rgp- 
certain lluns of money from the Society for propa- 
gs^tirtg Chrittlaii Kiio^fedge, which had been put iii- 
to the hands of their treafiircr, to be paid wfii^ri de- 

i^flilatiVjed%\theAremW^J';>^"* Vi- - ; ^■''-- '[-^ ' ^ 
A6: authorifing the Procflrtittti* 'te^^plift '.'^ 

^^what biilaUce may W dbeW'tVli^ John 'Gray ''^ferlc to ^ 

, Jlgnet/ brtd Mr 'Henry 'Eiavldron BHdtbr in torfrfon, . 
of thift'-fiffiHof L. i'ro.^i5iit «int^ tft^fr h^nd^ byth^*late 
f*rt)curatbi*^ R>r'tHe* pwptfle bf yefending thc^'p^efby- 
ttry of Biggajr, ih a- ^rbtefi brought figainft them by 
the late Dr Dickfon of'fiilbufchoP ' •'j - - inri 
Thfr report'of the triif^cfe oF the wicfbr^s^ftmy jirbdiic^d;' 
^ atid ordered ,to life onrhe table -for' the pmii(al'':of 

\\nienibers* - The thanks of the Hotife^lverl to Dr Wcfc- 
fter by the Moderator, In name of the AlTeiiibJy, for 

•^ his cAre and attention fco the fatd'fund. **'^,^ ^ ' 

The report of the committee appointed Uo conlSacr' tlie. 

petition fot* the people of Norifloh 'called for,, given* 

in, arid rejxd, and approven of by the Aflxmbly. 

The report of the vifitors of the KcH'al Bounty K*egift:er 

called for, the conduO of the ttiariagers apfpiovecf of, 

.and their book ordered to^beattellcd. ^ ' "^ 

Committee 
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CDBHnlttee named for managing the Royal Bounty this 

.jcar, with a cpm^iifEQa and mftrudipns to them. 

Thp report' of th« v§fitors ot the fynocl-book of Fife call- 

.f(lfoi*, given ip^ find read. 1 he Aflembly refute to 

.^tteft it» on account of the remarks of the committee; 

and recommend to the i^nod to fend up then* book 

correfted to next AflTembly* 

The fynod-books of Rofs and Aberdeen .ordered to be 

aitefted,. 
The window and houfe tax-committee appointed to meet 
in .the Aflemblyhoufe, at half paft ten on Monday, in 
place-of the Exchange Coffeer-hpufe. 
The memorial and petition ;for xhc Society for propa- 
gating phriftian knowledge read, and ordered to lie 
oh tl^ taHi^* 
VTlie report on,the memorial anent die hofpital of Perth 
: called .fort ^ven in, an^d read^ and.unanimoufly ap- 
' . prov^ea of by the Aijei^bjy. 

.JV reference from the (ynpd of^Fife, anent the Chap^ of 
Eale ifl Dunfermline, heiard. The- Ailembly agree 
in dieclaring, <^^. that it is implied in the §ih cjaule 
of the regulations. refpeiElingfaidChapc^, that the per- 
ipns who form the congregation at tl^e Chapel ar« 
iubyed to the jurifdi^on of the Jdrk-fc0ion of Dun- 
fermline.; and, m purfuance of t|ie true meaojflg of 
;that dapfe, it is hereby provided. That the mioiftffr 
of the C ha pd of Eafe (hall regularly intimate to ithc 
; ieffipn-<:lerk of Dunfermline the time of his adoiioi- 
. fteri^ the facramentof the Lord's Supiper three wecjcs 
-'liefpre \t : Tliat the feffion-clcrk (hall, wt)un thp/paec 
f ©fright. dayiS thereafter,- traofoiit to him a lift ofUiolc 
;pariftiion?r8 who are ijnder Jfcandal,; and thut the mi- 
:ni(lcr of the Chapd>(hall be atliberty.to give tokens^ 
jfor admiffipw tief the Lord's Sqpper, toiuch of his con- 
gregation as he judges worthy of being received to 
jthat ofldiQance^ excepting oii)y tiie per(bns coj^tftine^i 
, ,ih thjit lift. The (elGon-clerk is further ordained to 
-.tran(i»it to the minifter of tlie Chapel, from tiflje to 
time' during the year, ,the name of every per(bn who 
. falls Uiider (candal, and who is abfolved from ifc ; And 
the Riinifter of tlije Chapel \s at liberty to baptize the 
. children of any pe^lbn belonghig to his congregadoOf, 
-who.<fe>Qs.npc; a|5P<?ar to bjc Tender /Scandal. 

M Proceeded 
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^Procceded to coillider the x)verture anent licenKiig pro- 
bationers ; and, after reafoning. ^nad^ed tbefame in- 
to a ftanding law of this Church, to be pifblifhed and 
and printed among the A^^s of Aflerobly.— rFi^/r Print-' 
ed A^s. — Agamft which «naftment three numbers diC- 
iented. 

/Adjournment. 

June 3. 1781. SeJf.ulU 

Sederunt. 

A new commiilion produced. 

The account of Mr James James Dickfbni printer for 
the Church, ordered to be paid. 

The* report of the committee on the window and houfe 
taxes given in and read, and unanimoufly approven 
of by the Aflembly ; agreed that the Moderator (hould 
-write letters of thanks, in the Affembly's name, to 

. the Firft Lord of the Trealiiry, the ChanceHor of Ex-» 
chequer, and the Lord Advocate for Scotland ; and,, 
at thd Aflembly's defire, the Moderator alfo returned 
thanks to Dr Carlyie, for his attention and •diligence 
in thp5 matter. 

^ealbns of diflent agairfft the enadlmentof the overture 
anent licenfing probationers given in and openly read, 
and ordq;red to lie in retentis. » 

The report of the cortimittee appointed by laft General 
Affembly, to confider regulatidns propofed by the. 
prcfbytery of Edinburgh for correcting fame abuies 
complained of.in the (blemnization of marriages, gi- 
ven in and read : The Aflembly approved of the re- 
port, and. agreeably thereto, did, and hereby do, -en- 
join a ftrhSi obfcnrance t)f iaid regulations. 

' il E G UX A T I O N S. 

... .; 

4 

rttnOf That no marriage fhall be celebrated, uhlefe when 
* there ftiaW be produced to the tninftier a cerrifiaate, 
\fubfcribcd by the precentor orfeflian-clerk, that the 
[ banns have *been proclaimed ; imd every certificate 
' muft bear not only the names, but defignatiohs and 

places of abode of the (cveral parties, 
ait?, When the parties refide in two different parifhes, 
, .^^ere muft be produced a certificate from 4:he pre- 

centoc. 
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•ceixtor, i».Teffion«clerk, oFeach parifti tlwt'thc bfnns , 
-have been proclaimed in each parifli ditinch« 
"2/th^ Umil perfbns have refided for the ;fpace -of fix 

* weeks complete wit;hin:& parifli, they are aot to be 
<:onfidered as refidencers, nor entitled to proclama- 
tion in che -church thereof, but mufl: be proclaimed 
in the church of the parifti where their ordinary *rc- 
•fidence was previous to their propo&d marriage. 

4/d, No precentor, or feflion-clerk, (ball grant a certi- 
£cate of /proclamation 4n behalf of any parties , unlefs 
he can atteft upon proper evidence, for ivhich he 
Jhali be arifwerMe t^M they have refided for the fpace 
of fix weeks within the pariOi ; that' they arc unmar- 
ried, perlbns, and not within the forbidden degrees pf 
■ confangutnity. 

5/(?, The certificates of proclamatian:fhall be in the fol- 
Jowing terms : 

iFoRM I. For two parties redding in one parifh. 

n^^hat (hetie in(ert hb naihe^ defignation, and ^place of 

abode)^ and ■ ■■ ■ , daughter qf ^^^ have 

rejtded in this farijh for Jix weeks ^preceding the com^ 
mencement of the proclamation ; that they are unmarried 
•perfons^ and not within the forbidden degrees of confongui-- 
nit^f has been certified to me^ upon fatisfying evidence^ 
; for which I flfall be a^ftverable.; /md that the above 
forties have been proclaimed in order to marriage^ and no 
objeilions offered^ is attefied by — — -: . 

Form IL Where one of the parties only refide in the 

^ri{h. 

^hat (here'irtleft the bridegroom's name, defignation, 

and phiQC of '.\bod€)^^has' refided ^ithhi' this parifo for 

the /pace of Jix ^iveeks preceding ,the date hereof; and 

that he is an unmarried perfon has been certtfied to mcj^ 

yupon fatisfying evidence^ for ivhich IJhaU be anfnv&able ; 

and that he and — -^- -^^ daughter to ' ■ ■■ , of 

the pari/h of ' ' , have' been regularly proclaimed in 

• ordet to marriage^ and no dbje^ion dffered^ is attefied 

•^.N.B. The afbove form, THUtatiimutandir, to be ufed 
^when the bride only refid^sin the .parifli. r 

6*0, 
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UN D B X ii7te: 

Sto^ The miniiliers of die prelbyt*By of £kfiAbiirgh agcoe^ 
that in future, ihcytvill cdehrate no manriagCt ^i^cc^ 
allien chc preceding regulaci(ms are ftridly complkdL 
Wkh : aixi die prclbytecy cnai^s and ordains accord- 
ingly. 
:The prcibytcty alfo^ppotnts acopy of tbele regulauons 

^ to be ient to all the fninifters ot the communion .of 
xhe Church of Scotland, ivhoie ordinary refidencc is 
vritt^in their bounds, with a letter from their cleric. 

. requiring that they Jikeivi(e fliall -comply with tbeie 

^regulations. 
':Tlie pre(bytery farther appoints a copy of them to be 

* tranfniitted by their clerk to every kirk^elTion wifchin 
their bounds, in order to tfaesr being infcited in the 
feilion-books ; and the (everal kirk-leflions are here- 
by ordained to ifec them ftri<^ly carried into execu-- 
tion ; and as irregularities have been chiefly com- 
plained of in tlie eity of Fdinburgh and fuburbs there* 
of, the minifters of Edinburgh, and of the parifbes 

/immediately adjacent, are enjoined to be particularly 

.attentive that their refpedlive (cffion-dcrks c>>, in aH 

•refpefts, comply with the preceding regulations. 
And, lajfy, the prefbytecy ordains a copy of theft re- 
gulcition^ to be ;iufertcd in the feverat Edinburgh 
newfpapcrs, for the information of the public. 

The report 6f the committee on eredrng new parifhes 

.injtlicf^ Highlands and lilands given in and read. The 

committee continued, with additions thereto. 

A petition for the Sodefy for propagating Chriftian 

Knowledge, craving a coHe^ion for the purpoie of 

defraying the expence of tranflating and printing the 

Bible in die GaeUc langjaage, heard ; and a eolle^ioa 

. , through all the parifbes iri bcptland ordered by the Af-" 

.fembly. 
Thp report of the vifitors of the Commiffion record gi- 
^ven in and read, aod the Commi(hon*s condu^ft np- 
. proven.: .The Afleoibly's thanks given from, the chair 
to the Moderator of the Coinmiflion for. their faithfat- 
. nels and diligence in the affairs committed to thent ; 
and their book ordered to.be attefted. 
The report of the committee for naming the mefnbers 
4)f xk\c CommtifioQ, and preparing inftrudtic^ns :|br 
: theoii given in ind ap$»royf djQf» 

The 
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I N D E X 1782.- 

The report of the truftees for managing the fund for a- 
provifion to nainifters widows^ §cc. containing a ftatc 
of tlie fund under their management, and an account 
of their proceedings fince kft Aflerably , again called • 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the leparate reo^i- 
fter kept for that purpofe* 
Lift of probationers produced, and ordered tb be ret» 
corded. . , 

' All caufes before this AflTembly, and nor determined by 
them>. and caufes rc^mitted by former Aflemblies, 
and not determined, referred to the Conamiffion, with 
power to them to judge and finally determine there- 

Proteftations admitted. 

A committee named to reYifethe minutes of the Aflem- 

bly's proceedings, a| this and all the other diets thcre- 

Qf, ,an/d to pit^h upon fuch of . the afts of Aflembly 

as are to be (landing rul^s, in orcjer to their being 

printed^. 
The minutips of dais day's federunt were read ; the mi- 

nut;es of former federunts being read at the diets fub- 

fequenttheretOa 
The Moderator's fpcech to the General Aflembly and his 

Majefty's Comtniffioner, . 
Th^ Lord Comraiffioncr'? (peech to the Aflembly. 
Ajft: appointing ^lext diet of Aflfembly. 
The Aflembly condudcdwith prayer and finging a 

pfalm. 
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V 



[Qmiited^ in the Index to thi lofty ear^s printed Jffs^ the 
following part of an Onjerttme from the fymd (f Perth' 
and Stirling •^ 



WHEREAS the receiving extra-judicial pa|i«rft into*' 
the proceedings of fuperior judicatones^ ahd 
founding decifions upon tjhem, is highly irregular, inju-*'- 
rious to the rights of inferior courts, and of dangerous 
confequence to the interefl's of individuals, and parti — 
cularly the admitting private letters of non^^refiding heri- 
tors and others, never before the inferior judicatory, . 
and fuftaining the fame, in place of a calF 'regularly au- 
thenticated, is drrei^ly contrary to tlie rules of thisr 
Church, , confirmed by immemorial pra^ice, of fatal ten- 
dency to the ihtereifls of i^efrgion*, anjd derogatory to tlie 
authority of prefby teries, who have, inthe firft inftance, ^, 
the only right of judging in the (etdement of vacant pa* 
rilhes : For remedying and preventing thefe abules, the 
lynod of Perth and^ Stirling humbh^ overture to the Ge- 
neral Aflerabiy, .that, in conformity to the fundamental 
conftitution of this CfiUrch, tHty vrilhbc pleafcd to re-^ 
folve and. enjoin, that no pap.ei> or evidence whatever, 
not offered to the inferior pputt; (hall be received at diP. 
euding any, appeal or complaint J but that, ^rhen- any 
new matter or evidence occurs- which the parties judge, 
of importance, the caufe (hall be remitted to theihfcrior 
court. * The Allembly finding this part of the overture 
unneceffary, as wbatit propofes is already fufficiently 
fecuredr" by the (landing rules of the Church, agreed to 
difm^fs it ^ and did, and hereby do, difmifs it accords - 
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. OT ^ 



S C O T L AND, 

Begun at Edinlmrgb:, the 22dM)ay of. May^ '^J^h ^^^ 
tondudcd xht^dtjune faid year. 






The King's Commiffio^ to David Earl 
of Leven produced, and ordered to 
: be recorded. 

Edinburgh^ May 2i. 1783. 

THE General Aflembly of this National ChurcH 
being convened and conftituted, there was pro- 
duced to them, by the Right Honourable Da- 
vid Earl of Leven, the King's Commiffion, 
jealed with the Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union 
to be kept abd uied in Scotland^ iii place df the Great 

Seal 
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4 Th& ASt'i •of^tht ■''■■■ 

Seal of %0ihnd^ maKiijj^^and confti)ful|pg him his,rMaje- 
ily*s Higk CommifliolLer and Repnefefctative in Afc Af- 
fembly; which commiffion was publicly read with all 
.due honour and refpedl, and ordered to be recorded in 
the Books of Aflembly. "f he tenor whereof follows : 

et B'ii>crnia ,Kt!it^^¥M(li ^liefenfor t^"^^ ptodis bo- 

minibus^ ad quos prafentes liter a nojlra pervenerint^ falutem. 

^andoquidem nos conjiderant^es,^ quod ^eneralis ecclefta Scotia 

conventus in vigejimo fecundo die Maii injiantis convenire ordi- 

.natui^fmi ; ^ofmi etiam ^mtde ctipidi^ quittctiam necejjarium 

ejfe j^^diii^ntcs in cckimodur^Jt^ie ^^V^J^j ^^ tJlamgener^fftskc-w 

cltfi(t^oh)entusi;^e Jlatut^dtbite objh^etur^ aHfu^ebus ktid^ni 

momenti no€ alio vocantibus^ didto conventui perfonaliter inter ejfe 

nequimm ; nofque ahunde fati^aSi dt Jidelitate et fufficientia 

Jidelijftmi et dile£lijimi nojiri confanguinei^ Davidis Comitis de 

I^evcn, (fsm^ adjjjftnmuift munt^ifto/lfiJidpr$m{ Conn^iffiomgrii ad 

diSlum ^ft&alerh (^nventum fHti" exercenduth^'et ob'enndum^ufque-' 

quaquejit inJiruBus : Noveritis igUur^ nos tenore prafentium^ no^ 

mi)fA^^^C(^xtv^^eha'dia^ (awptx^jfc^ 

namus^ conpituimiv^i ^l?#Saw/pi^4)»^5»p^ et dtleC" 

tijfimmn nofirum corifanguineurh Davidem Comitem de Leven, 

fupremum nojirum Commijftonarium di£to generali ecclefta Sco- 

tht conventvi^ rhmdo ~rt ' wmedendu iHi plumm mjif am pettfta^ 

:tem^ commijjionem^ et warrantum^ fatram npjiram perfonam et 

autboritatem regalem reprefentan^i-i nee non prefentiam no/Irani 

Jupplendi^ et locum nojirum in dido fubfequente generali conventu^ 

tanquam CommiJJionario nojiro ad bunc effeBum fpecialiter conjii- 

itfitp^ i^endi^ amniaquc^ia Ad vfiiperiumet'tntinm Comm/Jiondrid' 

pT^ generali ecclefi£ conventu pYragendi^ tam plent^adeoqutUBeri 

in^quo^sT^pe^tf^ quam^ qmiSef^ialm in eodemj^ntmo mf^nere 

Jecerat^ feu quovis tempore praterito facetf potuerat^ vel ac Ji 

nos ipji perfonaliter prafentes- facere potuerimus^ "^^aque^mnia 

etfingula ab antedi^o Davide Comite de Leven, in bac nofira 

comthifftone profequenda legitime faSa^ feu fieri ordinata nos 

frmiter approbamus^ et babiturifumus. Omnibus etfingulis in^ 

fuper di£f£ ecclefite pafloribus^ el prefbyteris c^erifque^ fubditis 

f^risy intra M^W partem Ma^ Brit^mni^ Scotiam voca^. 

tamj ciffifcupgufj ^adu^ f^u ^ualitatis^ ut diSum Davidem 

CpwitCffX.4^ I^v^a, taJtqwn^fupr^fjmrkno^um Comnif 

Jionarium^ quofld eff^^nm d modrnfi^pf^ mnti^natam reverean^ 

*i^XA^flSP^fi<^^}Af4^^^ ^PJ^^ oiidi^tf^fi pr^atJit^flriSt^fneiffd^ 

t^us /(f pr4^ifmuis : Atque hanc^ jn<jfiram (i^niijtoihsm^ a diSt^^vi-^ 

g^V^o fecundo die Maii injiantis incipere^ et deinceps durante 

hac fubfequente fefftone di&i generalis conventus^ in vigor e conti-- 

nuare 
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Getter^ AJfenAly^^\j^2^. j 

jiuart 4€chr,amtls^,v^l fffynfi'dunk a n^s ffcvocabitur^ it exoae-^ 
rabitur. In cujus rei tejiimomum prtjcntibus^ Jigillum nofirum 
per ¥monk . [tra^tUtk : p^^o^end. \et in iScAtia^ vice fit loco Ma^ 
gm Sii^lti yufdent t4tSnd:](frdmik* appmdi mandavimus ; apud 
auiem:,pcftr(m apudSt^ifim^^i^ qumta A^ mcfiju Maiiy anno 
Dttmm .miii^/btip feptm^ntejtmo et paqgefimo-terth:, fj^g^iq^ 
noftri anno ^{gejimo-tcrii^. i P<r Jgnataram rnanu S.l). N. 
regis /uprqfcript. , 



^"•- : :i.; •;!*; • .jiii: ,:r/ ji: aI-iOj '^f.-.../ *!'"., 

/r . ' .'ji! ly.:, .±1. rl:t.(! ci.'i^ • : !;.^' .,J: , 

Tfife Kif «?'s. W»ft gracipus'tettet to the 
' Gen^sfd: A&mbly; ^rcfented to^^ 
.. by.ihi8.Maj^y;8 Goojiaiffioner..:. a ; 






RIGHT Reverend and WcU-beloved, Wc greet you 
, ^plL /Hay^^iecipti^A entire cpofidence in your duty, 
loyaky and/^iR^ioji j^o Our PerfcMi^ and.GovQ^<iment, and 
being convinced of your unwearied attention to the caufe 
of Virtue, Piety, and Religion, We take tliis opportunity 
of affuringfypu-^^f Qur fixed'' purjpoie and refolution to 
fupport the Prefbyterian Church of Scotland, in the full 
enjoypigit'of all its Privileges as by Law elhiblifhed. 

Convinced that you bring with you the beft intentions 
for promoting the happinefs of xny Government, and the 
true intereft of the Church whereof you are members. 
We have great fatisfadion in countenancing your prefent 
meeting with Our Royal Authority. 

As the preventing the growth of Popery, fo repugnant 
to the conditution of my Kingdoms, and the fuppref- 
fing all vice and immorality, fo deflrudtive to Chrifliani- 
ty, are objedt^ which will diftinguifh your zeal in the 
advancement of true Religion, and in all which you will 
always meet with my fteady concurrence;' fo the avoid- 
ing all unnecellary debates and contentions amongft 
yourfelves will be equal proofs of, what Wc have hither- 

B to 
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i& . . "Therjm of fbc' 

.dSeratidn.'"-" • .■••••*.■>'>•• ■•.■•'• • -^ > ■'• 

AV« noAfee" no dcKifet' b*rt )fQi!i ^tfvthink tiiat »n huioblB' 
gfatiKidfe id- <Jaie tbAMn^hty God^^r tltaife^nd wher^ 
I^rcies-WhlftfelKS^l^lVJilUi P><>vid«ntee^-h«3 kflrff vouch', 
ifafecl to Us. ■ V ■ ". > 

We are perfuaded that you'willconfcientiouflydifcharge 
your duties tathe people committed to your care, by in- 
fufing *l\JcR prlndf)lfe^Mte"theif 'Mfffdi, iff^di^iioly 
Religion didates, and which are the beft adapted to the 
fecurity of Our happy coaftitution,. and their and Our 
moll valuable interefb both hiete and hereafter. 

We have appointed Our Right Trufty and Right Well 

RoyJ Perf<ifl irf-iiViffl^My/i^i^ i^elT iiSSed o^ 

hcf • tei»itektinb«rnB t9it; z^^I^jti w/c^riewis^.^ of 

his particular affe^ipn £<fr ttlt Church of .Scotknd,. fo 
that Our chofte'^P^MtfrfOlihot BuYll^^»<<eaBI£W^u. 
And We truft that this meeting will be concluded with 
the fame unanimity and brotherly a£fedtion which hav;p 
.diftinguiihed jour former AfTenfibliei. i }Aiftdrro.'!Wb bid 
you heartily farewel. , 

' •'* ^3fvWat;'<&itt-C5itlrt'««''S«fJteifi^ <Ae-ijfth d#ji 
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TBc General Aflembly^s Answer to the 
^ King^s moft gracious Letteri. 



- ^ay U plee^eyour Majefty^ 

"IT^O^R 'M^dft^ gracioua letter to this Gcaecal 

X ' / J^ffl^bly- • bf (te CSmrck <af Scotlaod, was receiy^d . , 
wrB^ t3i^' rdpedia^'g^^ t;p this renewed proof 

o^^ylwrlRclyal favfii^^ j- ^ .^^ 

•Yte '^jdfty'8 cdnfideoce( i»' ow loyalty to thr Ueft erf 
Sovereig^nsy add in our attachment w the thterefiscof re^ 
%i(m^\we feel'ai ft'thoft {(teafiiig re(K)iappacea£'our pad 
cohdhai 2itA y^ ihatritis.yoiir fixedl 

ptft^fe and ttibl«t4da .to fop^ort «hi«-Giinrc^ in, all its* 
^ pi^vile^^, ^V e6bSd«t jii^ sC-'ttKiflrfpoweffoludcitomeot to. 

• "Miy-'it .^ferffcf ^r -Majefty b accept^ooir moft aflfic*:: 
tibtiate^ gratitude 1^^^ of yow goodnefs ih - 

cciihteriancitt^ 5^t ^t'fefeht BMCtibg with ypiurjRoya^ 
thority. 

To prevent the growth of Popery, at once fo repugnant 
to the conftitution/of thrfd kan^oms, andto the holy 
and beneficent \ fpiiit .of tfaei Gq^elv ' is an . objedl worthy 
of our conftant zeal; and to.th^?, together with the fup- 
preflin*^ of all vfpc^ftRc^inwfiprality; /we refolve, in the 
%!??JS?^ of :G^)a; to, exert oiir ftrenuous €n4eavour$ ; ani- 
mated to fo ^ooa>a wort by tKe declaration of your Maje- 
fty's fteady concurrence. In this honourable employment, 
and in avoiding all unneceflary debates and contentions 
amongft ourf^lves, \)ermit us to hope, that your Majef- 
ty*s experience of the 'prudence,* wifdom, and moderatioil 
of former Affemblies/ ^^'^ betec^vcd as a pledge of our 
firm purpofe to cultivate the fame fpirit in our prefent 
mettingi - ' ^ : . . . 

We beg leave to return our humble thanks to your 
Majefty for your perfevering attention to the increafe of 
Chriftian know:ledge, and the interefls of the reforma- 
tion in the remote parts of Scotland. Your Royal dona- 
tion . 
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:tioii for this purpofe, it fhall be our endeavour to apply 
in fuch a manner as may bed promote the generous and 
pious intention with which it is beftowed. 

Your Majefty's well-knoWn affecflion to your people, 
teacheth us to repofe an entire confidence in the wifdom 
of thoft^ceuBi!^?.that^Iiftv«e5nduced yo(iir Majefty to re- 
ftore to thefe kingdoms the bleflings of Peace. For which, 
and for all v tlie* Dther Mtnafis of a g^ciplis^ PfpTidence, 
we defire to exprefs our thankfulnefs to Alihighty God, 
and to ftir up a like fpirit in the people committed to our 
care. 

The inviolable attachment, of his Nijblp Ajiceftorfi.to the 
civil and religious liberties of their country, and in par- 
tkttlartb dab Ghvrc^iofSc^landf his.O^vvfa^xqnpla^^ 
gard to Reli^G^ and.Wacra jiB^ioit^to.thr^: 
gether withnhis-inany 0«l^ci;r)iifWi.able:gjiaKj:ie8 andCJ^ri?*.; 
ftian virtues, make your Majefty's chaic,e:pf -theii^rtof . 
Levch, to ; rcprefent your , BUiy^ Ferfon in' tjiis Afleiijb Jy, 
mod acceptable to us. J: /I. .> r/ i>, . ^r ••/ . .^ 

That the King |o£ Kings- iUJjaiy eftabliih .your Majeifty'^ff 
Throne ; in Rigfeteotcfncftf ftpd Mercy : .TJ>at Ihe.maiy.pf^j^ 
ferve you longnjorcigopver.^ fre^, grdt^wl An^raffoJ^io^T;? 
ate people: Thitall yoneiCQWiciJs may fcfi wl(e and pko: , 
fperous : That he may Weft y4ur l^H^J i^ y^uJi; ferfpA 
and in your Family ; and -fh9,t vrh^n ;^ \$^£th you ^\\ 
rdinquiih an jearthly crowniiyoii may receive th^t which; 
fadcth not away, thro^gfe Jtf\i».Chrift c?ur Lord, ar^ the ; 
earned prayers of, ' .. i. ; 

/ May it pleafeycjar^Majefty, . ; j 1 
' '' Your MajtftyVnioft faithful, . 
Moft obedient, '• - . ■ . •: 
' '; And'indft fey&l fubj«aj5^ /^ 
' ' Tlie Mihiftetd^an^ mfet in'this NPatioiial 

. AiiemWy of'the Church bi Scotlafid^ - - - . f • 

' ' Signed m pur name, ;. , , ,. 

In our prefence,. / , 
And iat o^r apjpointmeoJt;, by , . . . 

HENRY GRIEVE, Mo4r^(?r. ' 



:fi :.. :.•:;: //J:,.;* .' 'f;.:: rr./ 
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■ - ,iy.- ■ . ■■- • 

The General Aflembly*s Addrefe to his 
Majefty, on the Peace; 

/ " ' • / - 

\ 

May it pkafe your Majeftyy . . 



! I • ; I 



WE your Majefty's pioft loyal and dutiful fubjeds, 
theMiniftcrs^adEld^smct in the General Af- 
fembly of thrf Churd^ of Scotland, beg leave to addi;ef8 
your Majefty, with hearts full of affedion and attach- 
ment, and yrith th? moft grateful fenfe of your ^laje(ly's 
paternal goodnefa, in having purfued meafures, by which, 
under God, we now enjoy the ineftimable bleiling of 
Peace : A blef&ng at all times defirable, but efpecially at 
a time, when this country, preffed by a powerful confe* 
dcracy of its inveterate enemies, united with its former 
fubjeds and old allies, were al(b afflided with .an un^ 
common degree of fcarcity of provifions. 

At the end of a war Icfs fuccefsful than former wars 
have been, we confider ourfelves as fpecially called upon 
by the Providence of God, to exert ourfelves in the diC- 
charge of our duty, and to cultivate in the minds of the 
people committed to our care, thofe fentiments of re- 
ligion and virtue, which form the hearts of men to. that 
righteoufnefs which exalteth a nation. 

We are happy in being able to aflure your Majefty of 
the unaltered dSk&xon of the .people of this part of the 
united kingdom to your Majefty's Pcrlbn and Govern^ . , 
ment,aad of their zeal for your illuftrious Family, under 
whofe mild adminiftration they have, fo long enjoyed 
the blcffings of civil and religious liberty. , 
- That Almighty God, the King of Kings, and the Ru- 
ler of all the nations of meet, may continually have your 
Majefty under his Divine protection : That he nxay blefs 
yjDuin your Perfon and in your Family : Th^t he may 
reward: your Majefty's private virtues with dpmeftic fti* 
licit y, and your mild Government with the love and £« 
delity of your fubjeds : That your Reign may be long^ 
'liappy and profperous j and that at laft your Majefty 
^ . ' C * may. 
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John Lindfay there, Prbfeflbr Dugal4 Stewart there, Mr 
John Haddoway, the Earl of Hyndford, Mr Alexander 
Wight advocate, Mr Archibald Campbell advotate, Sir 
James Colqiihoun of Lufs, Bart* James Colquhoun 
younger of Lufs, Efq; John Lamont of Lambnt, Efqj 
Mr Lamont of Knockdow, Mr Archibald Fletcher writer 
in Edinburgh, Donald M^Lauchlan of M^Lauchlan, Efq; 
Allan M'Dougall of Gj^lanich, Efq; Mr Elder of Logie, Sir 
John Belfcbes, Bart. Mr Morehead of Herbertfhire, Bailie 
Gentle, Dr John Steedman, Edinburgh, Mr John Erfkine 
advocate. Major MelvHl of Caimie, Mr Ayton of Kippo, 
Dr Andrew Duncan, Edinburgh, David Stewart, Efq; 
Mr Richard Lake writer to the Signet, Mr Thomas 
Duncan, writer to the Signet, Mr Alexander Bur- 
net advocate. Captain Robert Moodie of Springfield, 
James Cunningham of Hyndhope, Efq; Mr McDo- 
nald of Riaetcon, Mr John Taylor writer to the Sig- 
net, Mr Alexander Forbes writer in Edinburgh, Mr 
Grant of Hikon, Dr Gregory Grant phyfician, Edin- 
burgh, Mr Thomas Gordon writer there, Mr Simon 
Fraier advocate, Dr James Williamfon, the Honourable* 
Henry Erfkine advocate, Ruling Elders, to be a Com- 
mittee of this Affembly, for thd reformation of the 
Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, fuppreiBng Popery and pro- 
fanenefs, and for managing the Royal Bounty, for thefe 
ends, according to, and in terms of his Majefty's grant 
to this Aflembly. In profecrition of which purpofes, the 
Committee are to appoint Preachers and Catechifts; to go 
to fuch places as they {hall find, upon due information^ 
to be the mod proper, according to his Majcfty's defign 
exprefled in his warrant; and, in £b doing, that they 
hayc particular regard to fuch parifhes in South Uiu, 
Small Ifles, Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, 
Glengary, and Lochaber, and the other parifhes of the 
Synods of Glenelg and Argylc, which the Committee Ihall 
find, by rcafon of the vail extent, by the prcvalency of 
Popery and ignorance, and other unhappy circumflances, 
to be in the greateft difirefs : And they fhall take care, 
that the perfons they employ bfe certified, and f6und^ up- 
on due trial, to be properly qualified for thefe refpedlivc 
offices, of good abiUties for the iame^ of a pious life and 
converfatibn, prudent, -of undwlbted loyalty to his Ma* 
jefty, and: of competent £kill in the principles of Divinity, 
and particularly in Po^ifh coAtrovc^es : Such Preachers 
and Catechifts being hereby appointed- to be fubje<% to, 

and 
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and under the mfpeaion of the Prefbyterie$ of the bounds 
to which they are fent, who are tp take care that the or- 
iiers of the Committee be dvily obferved by them. And 
the Preachers are alfp appointed to catechife^ and both 
they and the catechifts to inftru<fl the people from houfe 
to houfe, and to vifit the fick ; and, in all their labour, 
among die people, to be careful to teach them the prin- 
ciplps and duties of the true Chriftian Proteftant religion, 
;and, the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to 
i>ur Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws: 
And the Committee are empowered to give them fuch in- 
ftrudions, as to their work aad behaviour, as they fliall 
judge m€Ct; which inftru<3;ions the Preachers and ca- 
rechifts ane hereby: ordered to obey. The General Af- 
•4i?mWy4p further appoint the faid Committee, to have a 
jxarticfular regard in their proceedings, to the regulations 
^re^d upon .by the Committee of the Aflembly for ma- 
w^gipS ^^ Royal Pounty, on the 30th of September 
^73P» apprpven by frequept Aflcmblics ; And to take 
carp ?l)Kat,Preil):yterie8, and others concerned, obferve the 
jg^mp, which diey are hetieby ordered to do : Partix:ular<- 
Jy, the Affembly ordains 5 the feveral Prefbyteries toin- 
iert in their regijiers, the 'Committee's appointments of 
j&lie de%Qatioas, falarie^, ai^ Hations of the feveral 
mifC^naries, and to^ hav^ a)» esad regard thei-eto^ in all 
(the letters th^y (hall writie 4bout the faid miffionarie^, 
and in giving of certificates to them; and to dircxSl all 
xk}^\X letters^ concerning mifljonaries in their bounds, 
only to the Moderator of. the Committee j which letters 
Ihall be figned, at the appointment of the Preibytery, by 
tile Moderator or derk thereof: And the Aflembly does 
difcharge any payment ttfbe ^mkIc of the falaries of the 
miflionaries^ exic^jH upon ;rec<ipt$ from the mifSonaries 
themfelves, and i^ppn <:ertiiicates from the Prefbyteries, 
boaringt That th^y hav^ f^rved for the time mentioned 
in the receipts ; And thw every catechift;, who receives 
a fdary from th^ Royal Bounty, on condition that the 
.pariihioners pr geotlemen of th<e diilriA ihall pay a cer- 
tain fum in aid of fuch falary, fliall infert, in the body 
of his receipt to the caihier, a declaration that he has 
rec^ved che paJticulaf fum . fpecified ; and that the at- 
teilation of t^ Pre/byt-ery ihall in like manner bear, that 
thi8 cat^hift has received the ftipulated fiuaa which the 
Comopdttee vs^t the cooditioci of his appokitment ; it 
be^ig un<ierft<^d by thi^ relfoiution, that die feveral Na- 
tions, with riSgM'd to which fu<^ conditions were origi- 

D nally 
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tiaTly made hy the Committee, -when no fuch declaration 
•of the catechifl, or atteflation of the ft-cfbytcry, as is 
now propofed, is received Iby the cafhier, fhall be after- 
wards fappreflbd by the Committee, though the catechift 
ihall, notwithftandirng, receive the falary for the time he 
is certified to have performed his duty. That a journal 
of the itinerant's labours in the miniftry, of the miffion 
^committed to him, be written on the back of the Pref- 
l>ytery*s certificate, and figned by him, as the ground 
on which the Prefbytery have granted hini faid certifi- 
cate. The General Aflembiy do alfb empower the laid 
Committee to apply, for the purpofes ab'ove mentioned, 
what may remain of the laft yearV Royal Bounty not 
difpofed of, by reafon of any of the mifiionaries not ful- 
filling che appointments laid upon them ; and that they 
are to keep a regifter of their proceedings, and liker 
wife diftinA books of accompts, how the forefaid money 
is beftowed, which Ihall be patent to any concerned 
^whd pleafe to infpetft the fame. Of the perfbns above 
named as members of this Committee, five are declared 
to be a quorum, wheriof three are to be minifters. 
But it is hereby appointed, That at the quarterly meet- 
ing of the Committee, in which the Icheme or eftablifh- 
ment of miflionaries for the enfuing year is to be appro- 
ved and determined, not left than fourteen £hall be thfc 
quorum, whereof nine (hall be miniders ; and the faid' 
Committee are appointed to have their general meetings 
at Edinburgh, the firft lawful day after the adjournment 
of each of the four dated diets of the Commifiion of the 
General Aflembiy, within the Aflembiy ayle, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, except that day Ihall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the meeting fhall be upon Monday next 
thereafter, at the faid hour; with power to the faid Com- 
mittee to adjourn themfelves to fuch times and places as 
they fliall find moft needful and convenient: And they 
are to keep a correfpondence with the Commiflion of the 
General Aflembiy, and the Society for propagating Chri- 
ftian Knowledge, and their Committee of Diredors, and 
to take their advice and afliftance; and alfb to correfpohd 
with the Synods and Prefbyteries concerned. They arfr 
likewife inflruded and empowered, as they fhall fee caufe, 
to apply to the Government, or any Magiftrate, for affifl- 
ance and fupport in carrying on the defign of the com- 
miffion now given to them. And the General AfTembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertfon advocate. Procurator 
for the Church, and Receiver of the forefaid Royal Boun- 
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"ty, to pay out the iame as he fliall be diretfled and or- 
•dered by the forefaid Committee, and according to their 
rules. And the laid Committee are appointed to examine 
the accompts of the diftribution of the Royal Bounty^ and 
lay the fame before the Lords Commiflioners of his Ma- 
jefty^s Treafury, or the Barons of his Majefty's Court of 
Exchequer, and to reporjc their diligence to the General 
AfTembly, to whom they are to be accountable^ And it 
is agreed, That no perfon once employed and infert in 
the fch^eme, Ihall be ftruck out thereof for that year, but 
by the quorum of at leaft fourteen, whereof nine to be 
minifters ; and in cafe any complaint ^all be made againfl: 
any of them on the fcheme, it fhall not be determined 
the firft ordinary meeting that the fame is offered, but 
it ihall lie on the table till another meeting ; and in the 
mean time, the perfon complained . of, and the Prelby- 
tery of the bounds wherein he officiates, fliall :be ac- 
jquainted of^fuch complaint, . and thofe conceriied be re«- 
<iuired to fend to the faid Committee a juft account of 
the matter againft the next meeting. And it i^. further 
:appointed, That after the yearly fcheme of miifionaries 
:on rfie Royal Bounty is fettled lii maimer aboy? dired- 
«d, and notice thereof given by letters to tlje Prefbyte* 
Ties concerned, fuch. Prefbytoies ihall fend jip to the 
iaid Committee their anfwer to thefe letters^ at fartheft 
with their Commiflioners to the General AiTembly, if the 
fame be not done fooner ; and that the Committee, at 
their firfl meeting after the General AflTembly, ihall en- 
deavour to complete the next year's fcheme themfelves j 
and if they cannot complete it, they ihall name a Sub- 
x:ommittee of their number for that purpofe, who are to 
lay their draught thereof before a fubfequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as foon after the rifing of the 
Aifembly as poiHble. And empowered the Committee, 
at their firil meeting, to rejedl any petition for a new 
ilation, in cafe they ihall find fufficient obje<Slions a- 
gainil it ; and that the faid Committee, in making up 
the fcheme of miifionaries, ^c. do not exceed the fum in 
the grant. 
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VI. ■ 

CothmifEon to fome Minifters and Ruling 
Eiders, for difcuffing Affairs referred to 
them* 



THE G«n«ral AfFembly, confideiing dicre arc fomc 
affairs which tfcc7 cannot overtake, do hereby no- 
minate and app<Mm tfcie Rererend Dr Henry GricVc, mi- 
niftcr of the Ooipei at Dalkeith, their Moderator ; from 
the prefhytery of GhaiKwwy, Mr David Dunoon at Kilco- 
rnan, Mr AleKandta* Wood at Roifimiarkie, minifters, and 
Baili^ John Watker merchant ia Edinburgh, ruling elder; 
from t$»e prcftxytery of Tain,- Mr John Unquhart at Faim^ 
IVir John Matbiefon ^ Kilmuir Eafter, miniiters, and the 
RigbtHoftonrable Lord Ankerville, ruling elder; from 
the bufgh ^f Takii Robert Chaimens of l«rbert^ Efq; 
from the prefbytery of Dingwall, Dr Patrick Grant at 
Urray, Mr -Danid Rofe at Dingwall, minifters, and Sir 
John Gordon of InTergondon^ Baronet, rulijig elder; 
from tiie frelby tery -of Aherurph, Mr Patrick Grant at 
Bo]e£kin, Mr Thomas Rofsat Kilmanivaig, minifters, 
and Jam«3 'Frafer of Gortoleg, Efq; writer to the fignet, 
ruling eld*r; from the prdbytcry oi Sky, Mr Donald 
M*Qu6en at Kilniuir, Mr Donald M^Kinnon at Strath, 
minulers, and Andrew Groftue, Eiq; adyoci^ ruling 
elder; froin the ppcfbytcry of Lewis, Mr James Wilfon 
at Lochs, Mr Hu^ Munro at Uig, miniftera, and the 
Procurator, ruling elder; from the prefbytery of Uift, 
Mr Edmund M*<^ucen at Bara, Mr John MXeod at 
Harris, nt^inifters, and die Hon« Henry Erikine, £fq; ad- 
v6cate, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Lqchcarron, 
Mr Murdoch M*If«r at Lochalifli, Mr Colin M*I-rer at 
Glenelg, minifters, John M'Kenzie younger of Applc- 
crofs, Efq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery 
of Dornoch, Mr George Rainy at Creech, Mr John Be^ 
thune at Dornoch, minifters, AofefTor Hugh M*Leod, 
Glafgow, ruling elder; from the prefbytery of Tong, 
Mr John Thqmfon at Durnefs, Mr William M'Kenzie at 
Tong, minifters, Mr John MofTman merchant in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Caithnefs, 

Mr 



Digitized by 



Google 



General AJjfetiMy^ XySj. 17 

Mr WillUm Sutherland at Wifck^ Mr Jofeph Taylor at 
Wattin, miniflci'$, Mi' James Horn writer tot the %net» 
ruling elder; from the burgk of Wicjt, BajiUe. E^iel 
Miller ttierchant in Cii{S)k6nga$^{. from the preihytery of 
KirkMFall, Mr WtUiam Andearfon at Evie and Randall, 
'Mr George Barry at Kirkwall, mimfters^ Mr, Robert Cul- 
len, advocate^ ruling elder j from the. prefbytQry; of Zet- 
land, Mr James Sands at Lerwick, Mr Patrick 3aj[clay at 
Sandfting, minifters, PtofelTor Andrew Dalziel, Edin- 
burgh, rujing elder J from, the prefbytery of Edinburgh, 
Mr William Beniiet at Duddincfton^ Dr Hugh Blair, Mr 
James Broiwn, Dt WiHiam Gloag, Edinhntgl^, Dr Wil- 
liam Lothian, Canongate, Mr Thomas Randall, £di£^ 
burgh, miniftera^ BaiCte James. DickfoA boddeller/ Edin- 
burgh, Bailie WilUami Galloway merchant, and Mjt .George 
Brovyn, TUUng eWeii^j .froita the city of Ed4nl>ui»gh^ the 
Right Honotlrafeb jjfehfi Gir^eve^ Ifiqj, prefexn; Lof d Prwoft 
of the city^ and.Mr William Frtfe^f,v^efenti.Dea^(Mn Coftr 
venet of the Trader, ^tt\ from lihe Udiveifity of Editv* 
burghi. Di* Joha Wadkef, Profefff».flf Nat;uE«li Hifr<}fy.s 
froka the Chtirch of Ca«aptere, :Mr jAtties Xftit^ gA;Cftm|h 
vdre^ aind John Home, Efqi from the |refbys«ig?^..af Lln^ 
litbgow,:Mr James Litidfay jabcKiridiftoftii .Mr.WUIiam 
Gib at Uphall, Mr John H^findecf^Ei*! Qneen^f ry,' Mr 
Akxandei* Wardi^op at Weft jQakkri miflift^rsi^ thp Righ« 
Hdnourable Charles Hope-Weir ^^f Orfigie^U; .aAd^$iB 
WilHanl Ax:kguft<u»-Cumiioghdxn df lAvingftAni, ruling .e>T 
ders ; from the bwglju of Linlithgow, Rdbefft Clarke, Efq J 
prcfent provoft of Linlithgjow^t from the.'burgh of Qu^ei^s^ 
ferry, Mr William Allan itierchadftt in Qgecnsfurry i ffowi 
the preibytery of Biggar, Mr Bft-nWd .Haldai[w ac.Glen- 
holm, Mr David Dickfon at Liberton, Mr Bryce Little 
at Covington, minifters, John Diekfon of Coultfr, Efq^ 
advocate, ruling dder ; from the prefbytery of Peeblepi, 
Mr William DalgUelh at Peebles^ Mr Robert SCQtt ap fe- 
nerlcithen, minifter;3, the Right Honourable the. tojcd 
Chief Baron, ruling dder; from the burgh of Peebles, 
Andrew Hamilton of Spittlehaugh» E(q; frf>m the pref- 
bytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander CaiTlyle at In verefk, Mr 
Ebenezer Marihall at Cockpen, minifters, ,the Right Ho-» 
nonrable the Lord Prefidem, ruling elder ; from die pref** 
bytery of Haddington, Mr Alexander Giea at Dirleton, 
Mr James Innes at Yefter, Mr John Trottei: at. Prefton- 
pans, minifters, Charles Brown of CoiJftbn, liX% ruling 
elder; from the burgh of Haddington, Mr Patrick 
M^Qarran merchant in Haddington \ from .the burgh df 

E ' North 
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North Berwick, Hugh Dalrymple, Efqj younger of North 
Berwick ; frbm the prefbyt^ry of Dunbar, Mr William 
Crombie at Spott, Mr Alexander Davidfon at Stenton^ 
Vxinift^fB, George Buchan-Hepburn of Smeiton, Efq; ru- 
Jing elder ; from the burgh of Dunbar, Robert Hunter 
t>f Thvrffton, Efq; from the prefbyteryof Dimfc, Mr Ro- . 
bert Home at Polwart, MV Sfelby Ord at Longformacus, 
mimfters, Matthew Sandilands of Coufton, Efq; ruling ^ 
elder; from the prefbytery of Churafide, Mr James Wil- 
liamibh at Eymouth, * Mr George Home at Aytown, mi- 
ni ftere, John Stewart^ Efq; younger ^f AUanbank, ru- 
ling elder^ from the prefbyteryof Kelfo, Mr William 
Sinnp^on at Morebattle^ Mr Andrew Scott at Stitchell, 
mimilors, the Right Honourable the Lord Advocate, ru- 
ling ekkr; from the • ^-efbytery of Jedburgh, Mr John 
Cranfton at Aacrumi 'Mr William Paton at Eckford, Mr 
Thomas' Elliot at Ca^^^ miniftets^ Robert Dundas, Efq; 
advocate, ruling ^Mfertf-lft^m the ' presbytery of Lauder, 
Mr Laurence Johnft^ i(r Earlfton, Mr William Shiells 
at W^ftruther/miniftePSjf tkte Right Honourable the Earl 
of LauderdaddT, rulinjg^ij^deip ; firpm the burgh of Lauder, 
Jehi Tak of :<f im, Efqj fromithe^refbytery of Selkirk, 
Mr |an(ed Erfkinb atijRioberton Mr Simon Halliburtcmt 
at Aflikirk, tniQiftdn^/'MarkiPtihgle, Efq; advocate, ruling 
elder; from^ th^ biirgb^f Selkirk, Mr John Gloag mer- 
chant in Edinburgh; frotttthe p'efbytery of Annan, Mr 
Alexander JSrown a;t-Hoddom, Mr James Yorftoun at 
Middlebie, miniftCTs,> Sir William Majrwell of Springkell, 
Baronet^ ruruig elder 5 from the burgh of Annan, Mr 
Walter Scott^ merchant in Edinburgh ; from the. prefby- 
tery of Langholm, Mr Robert Rutherfiird at Caftlctown, 
Mr John Dowe atcCanonrby, miniflers^ Mr James Sanders 
writer to the Signet^ ruling eldor; from the prefbytery 
of Lochmaben, Mr William Scott at Kirkpatrick Juxta, 
Mr John Nimmb at Johnfton, Dr John Burges at Kirk- 
michael, miniders, Mr John Mitchell, ruling elder ; from 
the burgh of 'Lochmaben, 'Alexander. Fergufon of Craig- 
darroch, Efq j advocate j. from the prefbytery of Penpont, 
Mr John Thom-fon at Sanquhar, Mr James Wallace at 
Keir, minifters, Gilbert Grierfon of Merwhern, Efq; ru- 
ling elder; from the burgh of Sanquhar, Mr William 
Aird in KiUofide; from the prefbytery of Dumfries, Mr 
Archibald Lawfon at Kirkmahoe, Mr James M'Millan at 
Torthorwall, Mr Bryce Johnfton at Holy wood, minifters, 
Mr Alexander Waugh at Dunfcore, ruling elder ; from 
Ae burgh of Dumfries, William Hope-Weir, Efq; of 
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Blackwood; ftowcrtbe prc|l:grt:^fy of -Kirk^ 
WiUi^im Dpnaldfon at Partp% ; Mr John , j^^*^^ 
Giitbon, Mr Natlwmkl M%ie ^t Balmacldlan, miniftq-jj 
Mr-Rojbert RaflEifay^fenanr ia, Marytoun, ;,ro^^ ^^^f^Ii 
fr0m the burghiO^J^w: Galloway, Mr William .Ghalj^jLC? 
furgeott io Edinbnrgh j from the burgh o^ Wigto»j,.MV 
)^m^ Torty merchant in Edinburgh j from, jiie pr^y-^ 
tery of Stranrafwer^, Mr Robert^ Callander at Kirkmiudeo^ 
Mr. JJeary Blaae ^at Stpnykirk^ minifters^ Major JoKn 
Rpfs of Balkail^ Eifqj^ ruling ^der.i froipa ; tjhe. burgh 01^ 
Stranrawer, pjnymer Jphnf i^dfay, Edinrbuxgt j from tine 
preiby tpry of Ayr> N^r john;St?el at Staiir, Mr William 
A^W at Mauchlin^ Mr WilUam M-Gill at^^ Mr John 
Shepherd at Muirkirk, .Mr J©ha M*Math^at T^ 
minifter«, JoIm^ ^ain^tonof B^ and WjUiajn 

Wallace^ Efq; ^hcriffidepute of ^jv^, ; ruling .d^ers; : frcppp^^ 
thi^tiurgh ^f Ayr, Profeffpf ipugald.Stewa^^^ 
fr^l|i;tli^ prejroyt?ry: of Irvine, Mr John )RLpbertfo» at Kil^ 
iX^nifjfki Mr Thomas Brifb^ne atJPunlop^,; l^r William 
Bpydv.at; f9iivpp[jck,i^|ninifters,j .(ifej ^HoAoura^^ 
]^py L^ I of Shewaltop, Efq; ^ ruling/elder ; f roin the prefljy- 
tjcuy^pf Paifley, .Mr.QcJin G^mjjbelj at Rpnfr^ Dr John 
Adaaj! at 6reejnock, Mr. John. Montieth, j^^ior^ at Hou- 
ftiiqti, rMr Jamea.Mylne of .the ^^bey p^rifh, jninifters, 
R^p,H?igh Jan;\e(pn,,; ope o^ tl^p : p/ef^nt Magiftr^tes of 
Paifley; and Mr John H^ ru- 

ling elders j^pmjiie bur|^ ^f^ Renfrew, Mr William 
A4am farmer in^Mo6land&j frppi. the'prefbytery of Ha- 
ijiUtoo, Mr Alexan4?r Ppbie at pla^ford, MrrHenry Ste- 
venfop.at Blantyrcii;lVfc Johr^.jScott at Stra|Jiaveii, mini- 
fta'^j Mr Alexander. Fleeming,. preacher of the .gofpeji^ 
r^llflg elder J from the. pi-efbytety of Lanark, Mr Robert 
l^ochanan at I^efmjihago, Mr pe^wrge Market C)arnwath, 
mii^ifters^ the Right^ Honourable the Earl of Hyndfordj 
ruling. elder; from the burgh of^ Lanark, Mr Alexander 
WigOTy^ advocate ; froni the prefbytery of Glafgow, Mr 
John M -pall, Mr William Taylor in Glafgow, Mr John 
Hamilton at Cathcart, Mr William Thom at Govan, mi- 
nifters^ Mr John M*Aflane, one of the Bailies of Glaf- 
gow,' and Profeflbr John Anderfon, Glafgow, ruling el- 
ders; from the city pf Glafgow, Archibald Campbell, 
Efq; advocate ; from the Univerfity of Glalgow, Profef^ . 
fpf: Archibald Arthur, Glafgow; from the prefbytery of 
Du^ib^rton, Mr Duncan M*Farlane at Dry rnen, Mr John 
M'Aplay at Cardrqfs, Mr JohnlGillefpie at Arrochar, mi- 
nifters, Sir James Colquhoun of Lufs,- Baronet, ruling 
elder; from the burgh of Dumbarton, James Colquhoun, 

^ Efq; 
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'Miv iwiMifi <3i^'livi^\ fi'oift theipriefbytepy of D^VLmr^^ 
Mr Jxaiii^Avfl^'it -iSuattOtt^ Mr Al*Hit«ld'qvrfc«fti 4t 
RBthfiy/'nfliiiiReihg, 3f6Hai.Jltoont ^f Laiftoftti Kfq; l-utiti^ 
«iaerj ftbiri'.^th^ btrr^li -of ' JSdcKfdy, Jaifiifeft Lirtidht ;<rt" 
Bti^ockdoV^, E% from'the-prefbytery of Kintyre^'M> 
JbinrHaoiiltoh^atKiTnio^te iii Ari*a*iv Mr Alexander Ho* 
faift 4i! Jtrta; Mr Akiatid^ X:iam|)bell at Kilcallmoflef,, 
rfi^^er?, 'Mt-' AWhibaH'FTetchtr writfet' in Edinbtifghi 
iruUag el4i^; fif-imiithe'^refljyfcryoflftVtt'iry, Mr^Hugh 
f^nlr^efl s^t ICilnfiattin, Mt- Paul Frafi^^at CraignlBt, mK 
iiiifter^, pdtiaM M*LkucfhI*a of IVJ'Lafiiichkn; Efq/ advo- 
<cati» talin/ieldfei* J frtoiii' c!tt bfurgh orf^ laVerary, Dr Jsimeg 
Wiffiamfori, iProfeflbf ii,f ^Mathetnatks^itt the Umvdrikv 
(©f Olftf^bW; - fhom tke prefbytery of Lcl^tt, Mr Ludoirick 
-Grant at Aiiddkitten, Mf t^ftick M*DoiJaf»4 it Kilmone, 
xflteiftefs, '€oferfrtI Robert Campbell of Morfzie, Efqjiit»a- 

•Pdrfcfc 

dfer ; Yrom 'tli6"|fifrtftjytet^ of Donk^ldr M*" Aiidriew *Wtt* 
riaoiTon/at ^^\i|;ht«Wvcfl, Mr (ibirtft^ M'^k^dw at 
KWnliehftH; W Jifaies?W'DWrm«i at^^eim, 'Mr Peter 
Stev^irt at J^im«, riii^lttfei^i ThdmaiJ EMer- of Eog^c, 
Efq^ ralfng clM;! fVcjm :the prelbytei-y -of Peirili,. Mr 
Heniy In^b 'at l^rtcvidt/Mr James Hiitfter at Scone, 
Mr Alexaftder-DuffarTlp^ermiiir, IVir'LidWi*^ Dunbar at 
Kinnoul, minijrtertf,- Sir J<mn! Belches, Bafdtitt, and'(jreo*ge 
Wright of , Laffon, Efq; rtrling ciders j frbin the presby- 
tery of Stirling, Mr Thoiiias Ofwald at Gkckmanatt, Mr 
Robert Vrt 'laf Airthj^mliiifterd, Willidrii Morehead' of 
Hefb^{hife,.£%'ntlifag «{ld(?r j' froih the burgh of Stir*- 
li^g, Jattj'es Moir, Efq; pfefeilt fVdvOft of Stirling; frorti 
fhe jirelby^^ of Aucl^erarder, M^TJhvid Kemp atGaik, 
Mr John Scdrt at Mnthill^'MrJohn Baifil at Dunning, 
ihimfters, ^a'Hjie James ^Gentle, breWer, Canongate^ ru- 
ling elderV from the'prefbytery of Dumblane, Mr-Janies 
Wright at Logie, Mr James Robertfon at Callender, hii- 
nifters, Ptofeflor William Richardfon, Glafgow, "rulihg 
elder ; from the prefbytei^ of Dunferinline, Mr Robert 
Lifton at Aberdour, Mr James Reid at Beath, Mr David 
Balfour at Torrybum, minifter^, Dr John Steedman, phy- 
fician in TEdinburgh, rtilitig elder j from the bui'gh of 
Dunfermline, Bailie William Hutton merchant ihl>un- 
fermline; from the bwrgh of Inverkcithing, Mr John 
Eckford merchant, a:n(l|attB4Uxeof Dtrnfermlfn^j ff-om 
t1ie^r.efbjrtiEry of Kirkcald jr, Mr John Pinkerton at JMark- 
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Inch, Mr Henry Moir at Auchtertjool, Mr Andtdw Muf*, 
ray at Auchterderrati, mioifters, James TowhfeadrOfwald 
<>f V Dtiniiikier, Efq; ruling elder; from thic burgh of; 
Kirkcaldy, Mr James Fergus mercliantiaKitkcaldy; 
from the burgh of Kinghom^ J?^^ Erikine, Efq; advocate; 
from the burgh of Dyfart, Mr Alexander Thomfon mer- 
<ihant, and prefent chief Magiftrate of the burgh of Dy- 
fart J from the prefby tery of Cupar, Mr Aaadrew Hutton 
at Kilmeny, Mr Andrew Walker at ColefSe,. M{r Peter Bar- 
clay at Kettle, Mr Andrew Thomfon at Balmerino, mini- 
fters, John Balfour of Balbirny, Efq; ruling elder ;. from' 
the burgh of Cupar, Major John MelvilL of Cairney.; 
from the prefby tery of St Andrews, Principar M*Cor- 
mkk, Mr John Nairn at Anftruther Eafter^ Mr Jame^ 
Burci at Forgon, Mi^ John Braid at Dinninno, minidersv 
Jaiaes Ayton of fcippo, Efq; Mr Thomas BaUerdie;hiei>/ 
chant in Anftruther, ruling elders ; from ' the blirg;h df 
St Andrews, Dr Andrew Duncan, phyiician ia Edin- 
burgh; from the Univerfity of 'St Andrews,/ Profeflbi* 
C>€Ofge Hill; from the pre£bytery pf Meigle, Mr JaiCMs; 
Ogilvie at Eaflie, Dr James Playfair at Meiglfc^ :Mr! Jamis; 
Badenoch at Kingoldrum, minifters^ Patrick Alifoil iof, 
Newhall, Efq; ruling elder; froaaar!tbe.pre{byteryof.FQrfarv 
Mrjohn Webfter at Inverarity, Mrjohn Brudeatfolrfar; 
minifters, Qeorge Dempfter of;DtLhichien,.Eftj; : ruling 
elder-;* from the burgh of. Forfar, David Stcwtrt, Elq;- 
late Lord Provoft'of ^Edinburgh; from. thd.pjfelby tery :o£ 
Dundee, Dr Robert Small. at Dundee, Mrjdhn Miller 
at Inchture, Mr David Davidfon at Dundc^,. minifters, 
Mr James Thomfon, ruling. elder; from the preiby tery 
of Aberbrx)thick, . Mr John Aitken at St Vigiens, Mr 
William Milligan at Kirkden, minifters, Mr Richard 
Lak? writer to the Signet, ruling elder; from the burgh 
of-Abcrbrothicfcy Mr Thomas Duncan writer in Edin- 
burgh; from the prefbytery of Brechin, Mr James Pa- 
ton at Craig, Mr Charles Nifbet at^Moutrofe, Mr James 
Wilfon at Marytoyv^n, minifters, Alexander, Burnet j Efq; 
advocate, ruling elder; from the burgh of Montrofe^^ 
Captain Robert Moodie of Springfield ; from the pref- 
bytery of Fordown, Mr Robert Young at Benholm, Mr 
Patrick Stewart at KinefF, Mr William Walker at Ecclef- 
greig, minifters, Mr John Playfair, late minifter at Liff, 
ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Aberdeen, Mr George 
Ogilvie at Banchory-Devonich, Mr James Forfyth at 
Belhclvie, Mr Robert Dunbar at Old Machar, Mr Wil- 
liam Stronach at New Machar, minifters, James Cunnings 
ham of Hyndhope, Efq; George' Strachan-Keith,. Efq; 
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of Anquhdrik) ruling elders ; from Kitig'& College, Mr 
Rdderk!k MXeod fub^principal ; from the prefbytery of 
KinearAitic C Ncal, Mr Francis Dowaie at Banchory^ 
tertt^n^ MrJohnRatniayatStraclxan^ Mr William Shand 
at Lumf^aniuin, mimflerft^ WilUam M'I>ai^}d of Riaet^ 
too, Efqi rttling elder J from the prefbytery of Alfiord, 
Mr Jatxies Oor£>n at Cabrach, Mr Robert Luiardea at 
Kildtummy^ Mr Benjarqiil Mercer at Forbes and Kearn, 
irtiittfterft, Jfdhn Gordon of Craig, Efq; ruling eldca^} 
ffotn the preft^tery of Ellon, Mi* Jdhn Rofc at Udny^ 
Mr WilliaiiGt Paterfon at Logie, miniders, ProfefTor TKo^ 
maa Gordon^ Aberdeen, ruling elder i fronn the prefby*- 
tery of Gavioch, Mr Thomas Shepherd at Bourtie^ Mr 
WUliam Davidfon at Inverufy, Mr George Skene-Keith 
at Keitl^haU^ minHlers^ the Right Honourable JLvrd 
Wefthall^ ruKiiig elder; from the preibyiery of Deer, 
Mr WiU&m Cumide at llathen, Mr George Moir at Fe- 
teAead,. Mr Baiil Andierfon at Old Deer» mixufterfi. Mr 
JnhnTa^ylor \fwrlter to the Signet, ruling, elder j fromifed 
prefbytery, of Tur riff, Mr Robert Duff at Kin^ Edward^ 
Mr Robert BklifikgaU at Forjglen, miiuderi, Mr Alett^n^ 
der Forbes wricef in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the 
prefbytei7 of Fordycey Mr George Grant at RathTejb, 
Mr }airws Lawtie at. Fordycc^ miniHiers, Mr John RO:^ 
bertfon trrker in Edinburgh, ruling elder; from the 
prefbytery of Stra;(hbogie^ Mi- Alexander Angus at Bo-^ 
triphnie, MrAlexanddr Chalmers at Cairnie, mtnifters, 
Mr Baran Gordon, ruling elder; from the prefbytery «f 
Aberioury Mr James Ogilvie at Rothes, Mr James Gtant 

' at invetaven^inimfters, Ifaac Grant of Hiltown^ Efq; 
cferk to the Signet, rtrhng elder } from the prefbytery of 
Abcrnechy, Mr John Grant at Abemethy, Mr John Au-^ 

' derfon at Kingufic, minifters, Dr Gregory Grants phy* 
fician in Edinbnrgh, rallng elder ; from the prefbytery 
of Elgin^ Mr William Gordon at Urquhart^ Mr William 
Peterfcin at Elgin, miitifters^ Mr Thomas Gordon writer 
to the Signet, ruling elder; from the prefbytery of For- 
res, Mr AlexaiiKier CouU at Edenkilly, Mr James GiUan 
at Kinlofs, miniilers, Bailie Duncan Grant of Forres, 
ruling elder} from the prefbytery of Inverncfs, Mr MaK 
colm Nicoifon at KiharHty, Mr Alexander Frafer at Kirk* 
hill, minifters^ Simon Frafer, Efq; Sheriflklepute of In^ 
Tcrnefi, ruling elder ; and the AfTeitibly added thereto 
Dr George Wiihart, one of the minifters of Edinburgh, 
itb place of tlie Moderator ;. and all the Inetiibera whofe 
€ommifllons had been rejedled by the AfTembly on ac- 
cptrtit of tnforttaUtjr, to be Coolitufiioners of tlas Ge- 
neral 
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neral ^flccnbly^ to th« effe^ after ttendoiied; with 
poite^ir to the faid CbfyMOOAffioaers^ or tbeir qmonttai, which 
b herioby deckred to be any thirty-oae of thd^ faid Com^ 
mtilWncirs, whereof twenty^ne are always to be mizu^ 
fte?9i t& meet and CoD'vene wkhkt. the AJSembly-^hoiaie 
at £dmburgh> the firft day after the diiSbltitioii of this 
AiCbuMy,. dt ten of the clock, in the forenoom; and there** 
aiter^ the Second Wednefday of Auguft^ thhrd Wedneftlay 
of NovernbeTy and the firft WedndKiay of March loan to 
coffie^ af^ oftener when aisd where they ibaU think £t and 
convenient^ with powjsr to the faid Cotn]ntffioner» to 
chvfe their owu^Mo^erator : ^^ Hkewiie^ the General 
Aifetnbly f i^Uy cinpdwers tbcw faid Coibsmii&onel'S, oir (their 
^juofumiabofvemeatiiuiedy to cognosce and finally deter*' 
tiicfK% as they 0iaU: fee caiKfe, in every matter referred^ or 
that ftrall be referred to them; by dn; a^ or order of this 
AHemibly ; ttnd to do^ every things comained in,, and con« 
foriit &> the infbrddMnd gvten^ onr to be giren by tbid 
Aflombly; atnd to advert taiheiatsreft of the Church 
oQf evei^ oGca&m,. that the Ghiircht. and ptefitnt eflar^ . 
bii^menc thereof,, do' ixot firfier tm fuftam any pifqjiidice 
wh^h thiy canar pretrcnit^ a& they^ will be aioiVterable : 
]^rb¥tded always, that this general claufr be nsot extend-* 
ed toi parcici^lar afiaifs or preceflss before* Synods or 
Pteibyterie^ that are not of dniv^rfid Concern tA^ or in-* 
fluferice U'po^ the whole Chnreh. And it is hereby ap^ 
pointed^ that naprivatie pirocbilea bcdeternuned, ex:cept 
at the fonr (latdd didtk; and what ihall be determined 
at otte diet of the G^ixDmiffion^ with relatitnl to^ private 
caufeSy fhall be unalterable by any other diet thef eof^ 
and fliall (land and continue in force titt difappronren 
of by the Genera) A£[embly<. And the AfTembly renews 
the inftrvtdlions given by the General Aflembly in. the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fetenteeix to their 
€ommiHton^ and appoints the fame: tro ftand in full force, 
as inftru(£lions^ to^ the ConanDDd^ffioflaers before i^med^ and 
to be obferved by thenbi in aR points, a& if the &tne were 
fpecially here infect \, and that they enquire into the 
^ publiihing and fpf eading of bodcsand pamphlets^ tending 
towards the prodtioting of opiniooBS of whatever kind, in-** 
coilfiftent with dur Confeffion of Faith ; and that the re* 
cdmmenders of foch books or pamphlets, or the errors 
therein contained^ whedier byword^ writ, or- prints be 
caUed before the faid Cornmiffidn to anfwer for the .^me* 
And further, the faid Commiflson is hereby empowered to 
receive any references and ap^eak that ihall be made to 
them ftbm Synods, in mactets of doi^rine, and ripen 
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inch affairs for the next General AiTembly ; and to con- 
tribute what they can tQ the fupjMreffing of vice and im- 
morality, and give all « needful advice and afliftance to 
Synods and Prefbyteries, upon application to them for 
that end : Likewife t» take care that the impre{fion& of 
the Holy Scriptures^ the Gonfejfion of Faith^ and Catecbtfms^ 
and fuchf books as :are authorifed by this Churth, rela- 
ting to the doArine, worfliip, difcipline, and government 
thereof, J be correft; and give diredlions about printing 
the fame. :Aad the Commiffioners ar^ appointed and 
empowered ta keep a jcorrefpondence with the Committee 
for Reformation of the Highlands and iilands, for fup-^ 
preffing i^pery and fuperftition, and for promoting the 
knowl«Ige of true religion, and carrying on a reforma- 
tion in t^efe parts,"and give afUflance and concurrence 
therein;. .and, if need be, to apply to the Government 
for :a proper Temedy.atwi fpeedy rcdreft, Aod the faid 
ComraiifioncTS are hereby ftriflly prohibited and difchar- 
ged to tneddle in any od^r matters than what are com- 
mitted and referred to them as above mentioned : And, 
in all their aftings,:;thjey are to proceed according to the 
adtsiand conftitution of this Ghurch, and toxlo nothing 
contracry thereto,' or toi the pnejudice of: the fame; decla- 
ring, that^ in* and for tali their a<flings, they fhall be ac- 
countable to,- and cenfurable by the next General Af- 
fembly,' as they fhall iee caufe. And the General Al^ 
fembly Appoints ^ the ' Faid Commiffioners particularly to 
obfervc-thi ads of the General Affemblies o^e thoufand 
feven hundred and twelve, and one thoufand {t^tn hun- 
dred and nineteen, •refpeding the^ application of the 
public money; which two. acSls are printed atinong the 
Adls of Affenibly one thoufand feven hundred and fixty- 
one- And this Commifliofi is to continue and endure 
until ajoother Commiffion be appointed ; and members 

* are required to attend the diets of the faid Commiffion; 
and abfents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, accord* 
ing to the 17th Adl of the General Affembly held in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fix. And for the 
"better fecuring of a 'quorum, and attendance of members 
on the Commiffion, the General Affembly prohibits the 
Prefbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Prefbytery within 

twelve miles thereof, to meet onany of the days or weeks 
appointed for the meeting of this Commiffion ; and fuch 
of the members of thefe Prefbyteries as are on the Com- 
miffion, are required, all of them, to give attendance on 

che diets, thereof; and the Prefbyteries at a greater dif- 
tance,i who have four or more members on the Commif- 
fion, 
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fion^ ix-t to caScis mvt^ xiiax 4x. 'leaft two of them .^ttentd 
«ach dtet of «£hic fflime: And i«b%^ General' AffeiAblyap*- 
pOmt'^^i<'C2ou^i,l&«&', at d^ir firft meeting, to difcufs 
a& «aaAiy«f ^^canfeisi ^a4 qiaeiHoas relative td the fettle-' 
iqetie of -'vacant phdpcii^ft^ which ai-e or (Kail be refetred' 
toth^raaiby'the Aflembly,' as^ibey can overtake; And it 
18 ^fisVl^dp pibvided, - that when any Prefl>yter¥ of Synod 
of eUiii C^tahrfikiW decline to %<»aply with the ientrtice 
of«he'<iOttitdi^ient^' ^y^'td gi^e the ^me a full ketotion, 
in-^uc ''^(V'the'^IAinil£bn is hereby prohibited to.exe-* 
cuts t^ifafi6€(/'t)y -^fi|:(i^nting any* ifiich coii-eipondentr 
ini»ft^^i^a&^a8>be^ife»ie«ime the i^radice, but ihall aU 
}(?«£ 'dM^ (^«M:>it^ Jie- Wtf to «ht enfiiing AiTeinbly, to- 
whi«h^ru%h!Pf«fl»^t«ri^«rSyti6ds iftiaii'be'anfwerable for 
f)](€f<!tKeir'€dndtt<Si'; Mi^iave heNblra^piptfintedtp fend up 
With tb^ifCkiitntAifEon^irft ^Atttaionvfot thie>fame. And' 
the A'fi€(^l)r^oth-^rtfaer<efiap6<<»¥r'a(tid direct the faid 
Cortlbifiloil, to 'fhiltevidite' ijifilicadbntoith;* King and' 
Parliament forredrefS'of the jgrie*ahc«'ofJP«ronagej in 
cafe 'a *iV6nrabl6'io|ipoWSfifAi6y ferib 'doing ih^fi^cc^^^' 
daring i the fiibMeA^e-df tl)^«iG(MKiiitiiffia9i>:- And'thaiin -> 
pa'dihg-their^fetttisbc^, HtHL i2i brcteritlg the Execution bf' 
the t:^fiire, -they ftriaiv; ofeftrte ri»/i«)th'A*ft'ofth« Af- - 
fetnfely me thouftijd: ifeten huaSred and tli^rty^fi.:i. • 

Refolution of the Geheral Aflembly of 
' the: ehW<ii of Stotl&id, ^ relating ' to' a' 

. |rv />• ' .,.-'■ i .v> « . ...» I '■ * « « i -/^i« > J * ♦J • 

IrHEllUErWerefiralrfte^TO titoGtaJsraUAffdinbJy pf 
, the,Chur,chflpf ScQtJ'i,n^,-pyenviFe8'fromj;hii ^yngd 
of 'Merr^^Ahd TeV1bfd^re;andfrom-thfe Synod bf Moray, 
propofing, that, upon account of the pcdgait-fcWPityvaod 
other obyioiis jea^ns, a day- i(hQ\ild be fet apart for Fad- 
ing anci .Prayer, to' be obfttved as iaNationjil Faft t;^hrov|gh ^ 
Scdtfai^^,which'Beinrfekd,^^-^Thfeife1|o^^ 

mdae'WThe deAlfif Aforiibiyt^%intaYh«rferious= . 
affliitin'i''thefe IdiiMdlfeis ^itJfiiii^iiiiibinittOii, ifekrcity of * 

of Sgotlarid have' 'lately received' 'ijy' the iitipbi'tation of* - 

G large 
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nS The A&s of the 

large quantities of grain, the favourable feed^titjie, and 
the comfortable profped of an early harveft, which God^ 
in his great goodnefs^ hath been pleafed to afibrd us, do 
^earneftly exhort and befeech the people of this land to lift 
up their ibuls with contrition and than]cfulne6 to Almighty 
God, who, tempering his chailiiements and his mercies 

together, caJleth us to return to hunfelf ^And further, 

the General Aflembly being informed that a day of Fall* 
ing has already been appointed by fome Synods and 
Prefbyttries^ and obferved ;withia thei^ bounds; and 
Judging it,Mpon this i^xount, inexpedient to appoint a 
National Faft, do hereby recommend to the feveral Pre& 
byteries, and to all the «iinii);er^ of this Church, to exert 
their utmoft ;endeavx»urs9 lA imprwtibg upon the minds 
of the people committed to their charge, a fenfe of their 
dependence upon our. fiUhQr whifh' is in hearen, who 
giveth us ourdaUy bread; and t0;taJ(e fqch methods as 
to them Ihall appear iftpit effe<fkiaJIy Co qiinifter to edifi- 
catton, in order to. ^% tK^ attention of all ranks upon 
tbofe leiTons of contrition, of thankfulnef9« and of libe- 
rality, which the variow difp^nfatioos of divine. Provi- 
dence are, at this timtf- </p?cially, teaching us,- The 

General A0embly haviisig confidered the above motion, 
approved thereof, and eMded accordiaglyf and appointed 
this relblution to be printed feparately, and tranfmitted 
to Prefbyteries as foon as poffiblCv . ^ 

VIII. . 
A£k and Refblution concerning Lawyers 
and Agents who are Members of the 
Court, appearing as Procurators or 
Agents to plead: or agent in Cauies at 
the. Bar of the yCeneral Afferiibly, or 
Commiflion. :; - , . 

'ilMribur^b^ June 2.. 1 783. Sejf. utt. ' 

THE General Affembly confidering that they have a 
titte to the afliftance of their members as judges in 
all caofef brought before them, they being expreftly com;^ 
miffioned by their conftituent?, to cpnfiilt^ vote, and .de- 
termine, in all matters that fhall come before the Allem- 
bly : As alfo, that thofe whp are appointed members of 

the 
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The Coinmiiiion of tk« General Affembly, are obliged by 
that appointment to concur in cognoscing and determi- 
ning in every matter referred to them. Do therefore Re* 
folve, Enadt and Declare, That in time coming, none who 
are conftituent members of die Gotirt, (hall adl as coun- 
fel or procurators, agents or foUcitprS, in anjr caufes 
which come before the Aflemblies or Ckmimiflions thereof 

* ' . ' *, • i . . . 

IX. 

J^^ 0mefaJ Jjffmhlt^^^^ Pre/byterm the follow- 

ing Omrturc^ ckd reMnmend^s M to them to pay particular 
attention JheretoJ] ,,. 

Oviertlir^ arient.'the Or^^ of Elders. 

THAT whereas great irregularities have crept into 
• the Church, with r^fpeifl to; the Ordination of El- ' 
der^^it flIiQuld be eoadted, • That :|io.,mipi(b^ &ovdd: fet 
apaw'aiiyperfon.toirrtihat facr^i office in his congrega- 
tioi^^ who has not a fi:y:ed re£dence in the papih,'or fuch . 
pwperty in it as would entitle him to vpte id .(he. calling 
of a minifter ; it being the true meaning and intent of 
this jOvertiiire to present Elders b^ng ordained! ia congre- 
gatiqns who are it) no way connej^ed vith theoi: And., 
it being imderflood, that ^any^city or: town, whyere .there* ' 
are. more coi^regattona than one, ihaJil ht. heM as o^ pa- 
rilh, fo fsur as xefpeifls the purpofc of this Qverture, 

'■■ ' ' ■ . ■::.■.: :.•■..-, -.Xw* . -: ■■; • ■ ' •■ 

•■-••' ^ ..--•.-•■••• ••' ■ Edihhureht %dlune' I'jZ-i. 
\^he General AJfembly ojf the^^ ^ Cbvrch pf Scotland appointed a • 
new Edition of the. Forms of' Cqwimi0onSjform(rly printed in 
17^9, in which the Subfcription to each form u particularly 
markedy to . be pubR/bed and tranfmitted to all Pre/byteries^ 
Kirk-Sejionsy Burghs' and Univ^rjifies^ who arc hereby re-- 
quired Jiriaiy to obferve thefamti and to engrofs the- fame in 
their minutes.^ ' . ^ ,; 

Forms ; of . ec^tft ;^< 

T H E: General Ailjwti^^^^ {7^6, hkving pitefcribed cer- 
tain Fornis pf iiloinnu^ to.Members of Affem* 
bly, aiid Attefta'tions ;t:hweof, .as^d the Aflembly 1767 

. having, 
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having, ip i?e|fjp<5t of foiSjip defers obfcrved in t3ififerffartns| 
mjsfde a §.ii|pa?lement dl€r^QtOi the Gcncoral Ai&mbly,;iiow 
coAfiderwg^tfee, djifs^^Ya^tag^ <>f having whsifti bdongs to 
the i>ec^flarj.FOTro^ pC(Cff|if^mifli(M^ aiid Atteflatiomsu ly ^ 
ing in fqparate Aijlsj bry>^h}ci^ the [elediors or their cleiics 
iriay be i^rciUabJe tp^miftj^kes or omiffions, than if the 
whole was la.i4 i^^Pt"? th^m in one view^ did appoint both 
to be brought together into one A61 as follows ; and the 
Agent ^r :t^« :ChuiK^ ;to cauie print the -fanie, and tranf* 
mit copies thereof to the feveral Prefbyteries, Univerfities, 
and Burghs. 

lT>e General Aflembly, confidering thj^t it is of the 
greateft IrApeittancc ^6r the. hdnoiif and ihtcreft of Refi- 
gio^nj ttott^^office-beai-ers ofi?he Church flioulH behai^c 
and condudl themfelves in all rcfpedls becoming their 

lyiy/eafdeftfy' befeec'&'/exliort, and require all Minifters. 
to'taktf 4i*ed fi»jAeBrtftJ*^5 4na to their doftrine; and & 
ht.tssi6Xu^^'\\S^^i^^ f6fetiet5^; rightdpufpeft, 

and hc!flknd«/K6(bllfilnrfrfeWall ippcirinte of Hflr^Aiitt- 
in >likcr:.inanfl^, n^»-^©«nieWl:- AfTembly-' do earfacfltfjr W^- 
fecchi wrhdl'fi^^nd' Vtquii^fr^ EH*fs 5<hd Deacons to^bii 
fairfifubi»i«h«idit€ha}-g6ittf^ tlieii* re^peftive offices./ 'tender 
and cirttimf^ttft Jtt theJ/^llt;^\iriafcKt1 in theii^'atteiitl- 
ing xjpoifl waittianijes, Tffi^i^ ' Jh thdf -bbfimdotf 'oF tfie 
Lord^s D«yi-?artid' ¥egtoS«r-4¥i^kcfcplhg tip the wbrfBitJ'Hf 
G©din Mfetiy foittiliey.' Xllx6:^AflSmbly.Vrd' further cATdHi- 
and Toqtiire,.' ^^i difc ^d>o4^giil*r eldaScm; of MMJtf^ ttj 
the Aflemblf iil time '^idn^ngV Prefbyteries; Ihirgfe/'^rfd' 
Univerfities^ ftridlly to obferve the A<5t8 of former x^flTem- 
blies; appointing that the cledVion fhallbe made Atie^ft 
forty days before the mcetfing of Aflembly, and witliin a 
month preceding the firft of >t1ie faid forty days, except 
thofe lying in the Northef 9 and Weftern Ifles, and IhaU 
appoint the day.*6f lefe<?tipn at a meeting to be .entered in 
their falindtfes^^at.leafi^^^^ lie%d:fuch cJe<<!iW; 

and ^th^t on .the ^d'^y '¥f^Sle<ftioii'^^ 
ele^ions bctwi^tt ' tlie Bpitrt ^^of oi;ife'iin(J eight' o^clb^ct in 
the evetfi^A '^-^ ^^ ' -^:^^^: ;V '^' y\ -' ^ \- y^: V^ 
The Gehdfal AflemlbiyNi:b'ttrideh% a^ that fdme" Ads 
regulating' 'ih'6mahnerkAdttitie* of ^ele(i^ing Members to 
the Aflembly, are pofterior to the Acfl 17th May 172 c, 



eftabliftiirigc]Fqrms,cjf^lttirJjQ ; .and.tl)5J thefe 

Forms r^ftf lii'genmWo Aifs^oF Aflem^ ^P^^i^X 

fome fttrdcubtsi ctf fwhiclf)J^*fbyr6fie^^^^^ And 

Burghs,''xicinitt have'an^r tJtrtlfin cyidtiifcfe,''atid ari' tHere> 
by reduced? t»^ihfe ncfeemey, either' of ^ttefting what xfoes 
. :* not 
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not cbfiifr ptoj^riy^ under ttMiilr'^ 6Wn knowledge, or^ 
dteittmg^laufes in the eftaWiffieJif6rih]''whcrfeby their 
Commiflions have been rendered void and null ; the A£^ 
fembiy didi* dhtiltthfefe ac^cdnttts^ and hertbjr do,' appoint 
and ordain the^Forms of Coiriiniflibns and Atteftations, 
herei)jitO: <ubjoin?d, to be ofc^ijerved by Prelbyteries, ^tC- 
fions, :Ufl^iv€^i5^i^.^ and cnadl and ordain, 

Tliajc^ ^ilr .fu?^^^ as ^re not 

cQftcpiy^d at^ /^jtt^eid in thefe very words of the Form 

how prefcri^43j/^?ifl ^ r / . ! 

.: .The Geriqral Aflembly do, further declare and enacS^- 
li^hat wlfien aVKirlc-S^flion or Pi;efbyteryrefu|fe their con- 
currence or atteft^tioh to a Coihmiffion. J>y^^a 
Univerfity, withojut affigning th? ;reafo^ of their refufal, ! 
that Commiffion Ihatl be fuft^iiped as if d^ly attefted, ia\ 
cafe tiie matter fli^ll be t)rouglit before tte Aflembly hyi 
pfoteft or appeafn.7 ., W ... ,' . . • 

*' Form £/* Commissions ly Tre/Byteries. 

At the' (^ ^ Day<fi : [ Years. THE which 

day, the Pr^ibytery of being convened betwixt the 

feoufs^of one, arid ;elgbt o'clock in .the evening, in order 
to .ele<?t their Hepreftntatiyes. tpthe enfijing Aflembly, 
piirfuant. to a refolution entqred into their minutes on the 
. *day of \ : did, and hereby do, nominate and 
appoint K^r . Minifterat \ and Mr Mini- 

fterat' N .ari4 . ^and * ' Ruling Elders, their 
Commiflioners to the next General Aflembly of this 
Church,, indidled to meet at . the day of 

next to come, or when and where it fhall happen to fit, 
willing th^m to repair thei^cto, and to attend all the 
diets of the fame ; and there to confult, vote^ arid deter- 
mine in all matters that come before themj to the glory 
of God^ and the good of his Church, according to the 
Word of God, the Coiifeflion of Faith, and agreeable 
tathe Conftitution erf" this Church, as they will be an- 
fwcrable; and that they report their diligence therein at 
their return therefrom. And the faid Prefbytery does 
hereby teftify and declare. That all the Minifters above 
named have figned the jFbnw////j enjoined by the iotha<Sl:of 
the Aflembly 1 71 1 ; and the Ruling Elders above written 
have figned the Fortnula prefcribed by the i ith aft of the 
Aflembly 1694^) And ^rther, that the faid Elders are 
of uQiblemiflied charaAers, cifcumfpedl in their walk, 
r^gulat in giving attendance' oci the Ordinances of Divihe 
Inflitudon^ and behave in other refpeds agi^eable to their 

H office: 
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«;^ : All y^fk t|>e PffOfisrjr Imvt litrebx a(ttffttd tm 
proper inforwatipa. ,Ex»f»^«cl hy . ^. ^« Qs* 

f«m iff tb€ Ga/e *f m Afifir^-fileSkm ^ a Gommiflloaer* 
sHihe Plate tftmefarmtriychjka* 

At tbe Ddy^ Tedrt, THfiwKkH 

day, t!iePrefl>yteryof bcmj c6nved«d betWiit the 

hdtirs of oae and eight in the evening, akd (here the 6c- 
'tftfioa 49f the netr £ledion to be narrated). did, and here- 
by do, nominate. and appoint in his pl^ce, Mr ' 
Mimfterat (or, if'an Elder, . ; Hufina Elder) 

thcit Ckjmmiffioner to the ntxt Genfefal AffetobTjr; And 
do hereby teftify and decUw (if a Miniiftei*) that h6 hath 
figned the Fofwa/tf enjoined by the loth a« of Aflenibly 
iyni (if an Elder) that he i^ in ifl r^fp^fts qualJiffei In 
the iame manner as theli' Cbmmii&one^ in whofd'jhoonl 
he is chofen, w^ich the Preibytery her^y attefts' U])on 
' proper information. Extraf^edby ^. ^. Cis. 

AT T E S TAT ION* 

At the tiayof tedti. THtvrl&ch. 

day, the Prefbytery of having had the above ex- 

tra^ of their' Commiflion to their RepreCbntafives in'the 
filling Affembly laid before theto, they caufed if fo bd 
' read, and having revifed and con^dered the fame, they 
did approve thereof. Attefted by A, B. Moderator^ 

or C. 2). CI*. 

* 

Form of CoMi/iissiOJfi Jrom Upiverjilks\ 

At ibe Day of Years. THE which 

day, the Principal, Pri^dTora, Mailers, aod other Mem-^ 
bers of the Univcrfity of haviag right to ele<ft, be^ 

ing convened betwixt the hofirs of one and eight o'ck>ck 
in the evening, in order to ele^ their Reprefentative to 
the enfuing AfTembly, purfuafnt to a reiblution entered 
into their Minutes on the day of did, and 

hereby do^ nominate and appoint their GoimmA 

iioner to the next Genersil A0e|ttbly <>f this Church, in^ 
dided to meet at the day of jiext to 

come, or whcin and where it (hall happen to fit, willing 
him to repair thereto, and toi attend at all the diets of thd 
fame, ai^d ther$ to . copfult, icote,: and determine in .aH 
masters th^t (;ome before tl^m, to tbe glory of God, and 
the good of his Church, afcordiOig to the. Word of.God, 
, t]^CoQicffio& of Faith, asd agneeable to the Conftitn* 

tion 
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<6dii «f iAU ChBiy^ m laft irtlil b^\^weral>le$ mid <hat 
lie r^MTt hk dUil««)ace tlk^rbltt kt hk tatitii tbeMfrbm, 
And ^ ifl' lidra&y Mftifiei ^uid iSe^Utred, That the faid 
k a IVfinSftbiV or (all Eldiskr) of this CSiUrch, law- 
fblly i^d;atted, ahd (if a Mlniftei'V hath figned 'dot Tor-i 
nu^ eHjbStied bvthe xoth a^ <rf'-tlte Afl^itabtx^^ <7i > > 
<jr (if 4U1 Elder) hatk'figned iSxtf\irmula prdckibed by 
dbe nth aa of thtt Aflbmbly 4^2j: And further. That 
the fald'Ck)ttimiffi«toer iii eveiyiiither Vay qualified to be 
ik Member of die AffemMy^ according to the zCiz of the 
Aflembly, ^and (if<islti Elde^, it muft be faid lA particu' 
kr) fee k of an unblemifhed chara^er, circumfpe^ in 
his walk, regular' in giting attendance on the Ordinan- 
ces of Divine Inftitution, and behaves in other refpedls 
agreeable to his office^- All vifhich -the Univerfity have 
hereby s|^fted 011. jxroper inf{»ni:%a.uon. 

, : . . EFtTA^edbf C.DiQh. 

Form for. Unii^ei^tiesi, .itttbe'^e,i^.^hhet'-^t^<xci ijfs 

At , the Day of' ' :' Teafs, THEWWcH 

day, i5be PHnpipal, ^dS^U^'^i^^i, Jca6. otlier 'Memr" 
bers ctt tfretl^iverfity of ' '^'^ be^g cdhvetied bet^frlxt 
the hours of otie and eight jfl the tvefaittg, '^d ^Here the 
oocafion of the h^W Ele|ftioh to be liarr^ted) did, and 
hereby .abihoininateattdappdintih his pTac'e ' ;. their 
Commi:ffioUet to the' hext Cetieral Aflembly; ahd it is 
hereby te(ttfied and deciafed; That he is In all refpeas 
quahniesd in the^ fame aiknne^i as; their form^i^ Comtnif- 
uoncr, in whofe room he is cKo^in, which the Univerfi- 
ty attdfts On proper infohnatioh;' 

Extt-a«S^ed by' " , C. T), Cls. 

N. B. This Form for Umverfities is. {vefcrij^edi pn the 
fuppoiitian chat the formj^r. Cai(n^i(3j4n^ and the per- 
foa ^hoiea in hi& place, are either both of (h^qi Mini- 
fters, or both of them Elders : But if an Elder is.chofen 
in the. place of a MilQifter, or a Mi^ifter in the place of 
an iBider^ then the atteftaticn muft contain die words ix * 
length of the form pfefcribed ;for the.firft eki^^u. 

A T T E S XA TI O N. 

At the Day ^ ' Tears. THE which 

' dayj the Prefbytferjr of Kayihg^ had before tliein a 

Coxtottiiffion giyetl by the UniVerfity of ^ to rcjire- 

fent th* Aid Uftlverfity in thfe enftiiflg Genet^l Aflfembly 

of 
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of tbL|,^atloQal.C^>mc^- fd% m.tt^r^Mi:^t\4fh^i>£koi 
iVffiwWxi ? 7i*o*' ^ Tlfe i»^: <rf}Afl«»|?»y:. 1 7l»3,.i«nd .4th 
^ft o^Ail^Wy 1724* iteftify aB4f^Tare!<rT'hatrt^ faid 

tlwt hi? l^a? j6g^ecli.the^Rr«wVepJ!Cj»n*?4..by Aft:i!«$lL«^ 
of Amenably 1711; or!(if:aB'El<te^;Ii^li i4gn«lct|w& -P^r- 
aif/a preicri^^ed, by thp ; i uh adl of Ai&mbly 1 654 j : iand 
that heA^iap4aA«rof !tl»f?;iaidUmverft^^ or. .; <;i And 
further, That.the.ia^djClomp^ifliop^. is ey^ry othj^r; way 
qualified-tp'be a Mem^er.of thjp;Aflembly, according to. 
the A^spf ^enob'Iy.: T^s figneji i)y-.; . . ,.::.::.. 
:..•..:■ • . ,(.^r< . . . : n ■:■' ■ .4« X M<>d»:ator. 



At the '^^ Day<f \ Tiars, THE which 

day, tiie-Magifltati&'fl^'Town-Gouncil of being 

convened in Council, betwixt the hours of one and eight 
o'ctotfc ^in tKe evenitfg, jn-w-der tb ekift^ their Reprefeiita- 
tiye to. the;enfiung Affiso^ly^puriUaatcta a ifisfijUiwioh en- 
tered Juitp^their Mii^tes on the , ,«. day.of^ .did, 
and her^hjr do, non^jti^d^apjioi ; ! ' KiuJiBg'H- 
der, their/ ^pmmil^oj^er to the ne^t,<!^4pe^ajl Aitqnbjyof 
this Church,, in^iaeji 50 pec.t at . ., 7 '^.tKe. . ]\.^^'^^j'..oi 
iieit tirt cqme, ^or wheix. and /yirhere it mall- hap- 
pen to fit, wiuing hi^ ,x<)^rc^ ^t- 
t6nd aH .,t hq. diets ot 'the ^i^ijie; ; aiiJ^ tHere to coiifult^ vote, •. 
and determine in all jn^^^terjs th^t come tefore them, to 
the gior^^ 9JrQod, ap^ tlie. good of 'fi^ ^^^ 
to the Word .of God, the Gonfeilibnjof ^ 
able to the CQnftitution^of.tlii,^''C^ as !h'e Wia be 
anfwerable; and •that h'lp/report his diligence therein at 
his return therefrorn. And it is hereby teilified and de- 
clared, That the faid ^' ' ^ ' ilka tlder of this Church, 
kiwfuUy bi'ds^itted^-aAd-bath figned the Formula enjbined 
by the iith aft of Aff^Mbly 11694, • and ia- cftery bther 
way quali'fie<l ta be a Member of ^Aflembly, and like^ife 
that he'is (a -refidertt^^'in tJie 'faid Burgh) or (an Hci*itor 
in the faid^urgh) di^''(ari Heritor- in the bounds of the 
Prelbytery of ^ * - ' ■ -^ wiiliini whith the faid Burgh lies) 
or (has formerly refided and officiated as an Elder in the 
faid Burgh) or {Preftjytei^ of within which the 
.faid Butgh, doth, lie) according to the Adls of Affembly ; 
and, in paro^cul^,^ that /hq is of an i^blef^ihed charader, 
circimifpedi in hia y^^lUj^ i^^gnlM jcOi on 
the Ordinance^ of Divli^Jitll^^cution, and.behaves ut other 

refpcfts 
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refpeas agreeable.to his pffic€|. : ; All which theMagiftrates ' 
and Town-Council havie a'ttefted.pn proper information. 
Extraiaedby ; • ■ . . V<. ' .' C-D.CXi, 

Form for Burghs in the Cafe (^an After-Ele>aion^^fl Coaii. 
'' tDi^iixi^:in the P^ceyf one form 

M, ; the , /' Daj- of v'^;V^, 2<^ 
day, itheMagiftmteft.aniToTTfirCauingirpf ;:•,., heing 
convened betiwixctike houre.qf osi^^4'e^S^^tU^ t?^^^^®^ 
wg.L(fer«;th^ 5^CwPn,p£/the p^w ^leinf^o^ir'to bpnar- 
rat?4ji did* .^^fepijefeydp,: nprninate aj^d appoint in iU 
pift9B..,[i , • liji#f«J&(4«r, .th«>,Gopamiffioft?r tp the next 
G^Cf *!, AiTpg^ j-iftwl.it ipfbereby. <teftifi;ed ajid ; decl*- 
rpd,r3^^ jji§.f^i4 . ::)hy'M} if«fi4^ter:in die iai4 BurghJ 
61:: i(^ heritpR^ifk,t|kfrJ<!ii(i' b^rgh). ior „\apa, heiitpp ia ; t^fi 
bp»pdp-rf,t^?r«ftiCIIt?By 0^1 ,|" irymtlw i^hic^. the,Ai4 
B^liVlHes) op.:(l»s|'|(i{rr^l|jir«to4w4:P^i»}:e4 as'*p 
]E)derfin!thc,f^idr;Burgh)>Q¥(j{P5e|byWfiyj»f "within 

Wjhich,lJ>e i^i4/ ^w^fe .Uijs) iay«4 |hft$,j^e.Af ji^ajlt ot^r rifft 
%a«i gpalified4ii.]^e i^n»f^^wii»frijJ»rAj5J|'(;fQrWcr CpWr 
mi^oQc^i. in\wV^& r<jpi?j ihei|#i"cK€^j??^^<;fe Ae J\fe- 
giftrates. apd Tpwn-CouncjJi do atteft' on proper informa- 
tion. Extra^ed by C, D., CIs, 

.. ATJEaTATION:^ /WiAirA^S^.: . . .- 

At the J^ayof * . .n^ir/. THE which 

day, the Kirk-feffion of . ' Jiaving laid before them, a 
Commiflion by the Magiiiy^es and Town-council of 
to Ruling Elder, to reprefent the faid Burgh 

in ,tbe. eufuing General Affemblfoof tlu& I^jla^tional jChiAch, 
doriil thetermg of the^'^th a<^ of Afloinljly il7io, teWy 
and declare. That t^ejfaidii ' . I ;i$'ji»,^der lawfully or- 
dained; and that he has iigned the i^or»wAi prefcribed 

by .the^iiith ad of'the Genebl iAdfembly^i^94V'^d'liit^^ 
^i£e;thjlt.he is(ajre&Uncer inith^if^id Btltgh^^m- i(in I*; 
^itor. in; the faid; Borgh) or^an herltofiil «fife'^v^nd«f d^ 
the faid Prefbytery of - within which^fe ^ftlBt&'gft 
lifsX 91*. (has formerly redded ^nd9^ciaji;e4\a^an Elder in 
the faid ^urgh) or (Prefbytery, b)f.. v . wyhin which the 
faid Burgh doth lie.) Attefted by' " 'Ji. B. Moderator. 

■ . .. \ ;.. . ; . . .,:• : '/n r;rj of nof a D. cis. 
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34 ^.^ie AMs^ &c. 

^/. : %^ -. ■ •' 

'■.Jftfi.., tbe'"]^ 'Day of " ' Tears. '^WLwhjxi 
day, the Preibytery of having had produced before 

tbaiiS*<^QfWVflipj^38ffTC^f ,by the l^iftr^^es an4 T^j^nr 
council of . . • .to . . vtp jeprefmttljLe Tai^ ^urgh in 
the , enfuing (jr'eriej-aT Aflerably of Ais NatibhaT Church, 
witft^aii^ikteftatiott'of the Kiii:-ieflion of the faid Biirgh, 
donftrra to thi'direaStfrfof'tfae A<ft:<9iitetW'Afleirfety^7^^; 




iM^Ak<he<ttW'figri6d'^h«'Jf»«»i«^tf5^^Pefiftitei by i 

J^ .^f 'iMfkmf ^^%f^AA> likeWifei dhk^'he l^{|^irli«^ 
iKtiterHk-^^^idi^y^^r ^Iniheritor ^d^e faulilin^} . 
&i^(herittthlli»Ad*^uM8(dfelh«^Pr«Jbwiryiof "'^f' '%itH^' 




,tD .U .?• v.f hjr...^:-! .jinrj 



y:>i< ./ . ill J . *» ^ i •/• ;• » 

...•,.♦- ft //f/*' '. ..Mklk^ ' ^ . - ' . -^ * 

^^;;^|5gp^ die. i)C3i;t 

I. ii V ^^fikncral Affeinbly- 

*TPIJgi;next; .QefU^rftl jAICcn»bly -of stbia cNadonaliGHurc^ 

.& i\)^ -ftPpdiAlf^ )t0:^^'theldindtbiiL-ith); Newjfihurck- 

^Iqjftfrf^^^urgi^HMa fTfeaViaay ithc iofth .day of. May,. 

m^^i'jsmii^^ ■ ! : ■- '•' • V-: .•-'.- '•' 

• ^ > • '^ ^■''0alhaedond'Mtamd'A the. Records' of the 

. :j "r ? JOHN. DRYSDALE, C7. £ff/. 5fo/. 
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aisTDEX or A^BRIDGMENT 

O If T H E 

/AcTi^as and Proceedings of fhe'<3terienfl Afleiiibly 
of the Chiirch ef Scotland, held in the year 1783, 
uwhich. are^nbt printed at full length- \ ' 



May i^.iySy. : SeJ/: ij. 

Fter fermon try die Reverend Principal M^Cormick 
of St Andrews, Moderator pf the. laft General At 
fembly, the Minifters and Elders convened in the A£- 
fembly-houfe; and, after prayer by the faid Principal 
M*Coniiick^.I)r IJeriry Grieve minifter of the Gofpel 
at Ddkieth, was unanimoufly chofen Moderatb)*^, and, 
at the Aflembly's defire, topkjdljefhair*.,.,. ... ..// 

Thcr King's Comtniffion to ithe :Right Honourable David 
Earl of Leveh, to reprefent lus^Majeft/s Rpyal Perfpn, 
re^d^ and ordered tx) be recor(^4« :. ' - 

1[^hc\King^8 moft grftcious Let^pr. to the Afl^mbly, > read, 

' arid ordered* i;o he, xiecorded. >: ^ -i. : 

The Commiflioner's, fpeech at; K^pening this! Aflemhly, 
and the Moderator?^ fpewh^in. .return theret<)^^ 

His Majefiy's Royal wai;rant. for;li. 1000 Sjterliag, deli- 
, vered.intp the; Affembly by his Grace, the Commiffir 
' oner, read, and ordered to be recorded. 

A Committee named for an£Ve;ring the Kin^^s: moft gra- 
cious Letter. 

The fame Committee named, to draw, up an Addrefs^ to 
his Majefty on the. Peace. 

A Committee named for reyi|^pg the>commiifions to the 
members of this Affembly, ceufur/ng abfetnts from the 
diets thereof, naming "miriiflers to preach, before his 
Grace the King'^;CommiiIioner, and receiving in lifts 
of the probationers in the feveral pre^yteries, in order 
to their b^ihg recorded. 

A letter from th? Reverend Dr George Wilhart, one of 
the .principal clerks^ defiring to be excufed from at- 
tending, on account of the ftate of his health, read, 
and the defire thereof unanimoufly granted. 

A Committee for overtures named. 

K A 
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INDEX. 1783. 

A Committee for bills^ references, and appeals, tiameiL 
AdjournmenL 

A/^/23. 1783* Seff: id. 
Sederunt. 

A dkt fpe W . i* jjnjay^r . 
New cooSmiifions produced. 

AA^IL of Afifembly 171S, for the better difpatcli of the 
^ bufinefs of this AiTeml^lf^ ^okI, tJid the ob&rvution 

thereof enjoined. 
Minifters named to preach before his Grace the Commif* 

fioner. 
The Gommittee for r^ifing commiflions appointed to 

nfieet this evening in their ufual place. 
iJThe Caiiniiini|ee«' for ^ovwttires and bills appointed! to 
../jiieeitltkjdiremng in their ufual places. . * ' 

J^joanuneot;; « 

ibnkmnx^ ' - .... ^ /;•■•• - 

New qommiflio'tts proAiccd. '* ^^ . ' ' ^ 

The ropm «f;^Ac Gomiatiiftee for <HHertl!rr^s^ calted for, 
. givten in, iiiki rehd* ovtT. - ^ ' / f 

An objedion to the <!Oitimiffion from 'tii^' Prefbttery q£ 
!v.fiDrdyd*^^fcwrdj the <ftye^att Tuftained*, arid the Coiri- 
milfioners names ordered to be exptjhged frorfi the roU* 
The cot£deMti(m of the' objeftiojt to the cortifmflioris 
Vrom the Unirerfity of St Andrew^, ar^d the burghof 
• KiirJaaMy, deUyed-tiHTueTday.*^ ^ ^ / ; 
An objection • t6 the committioii from the ^^tfrgh of tn- 
verary, hedrd j the Aflcmbly fuftaixied the ^jeStlipn, 
- and JMidereddie fcammiirioner's name to be expunged 
from the roll. ! , » 

The ocmfiAer fttiott^ of the commiffion fhitn the burgh, of 

Dunfermline, delayed till Monday. 
An objeiSion to the commiffion from the burgh of Cu- 
par^ heated;' the ACfemWj rcpcHed the objeAion, and' 
fuftatned the commiffion. 
The dra^nght of an anfwer to the King's nxoft 'Gracious 
Letoer » this ACfetiibly,* brought in and approved, and 
his Grace the Commiflioner, at tlie Aflembly's requelli 
. undertakes to tranfmit the fame to his Majcfty. ' ' 
The draught of an addrefs to his Majefty on the Peace, 
broughtlfi, and approved; and hi^ Grace the Com- 
miflioner, at the AflfemWy's reqnell, undertalces to 
tranfmit the fame to his Majeftyi ' 

The 
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I N D E X 1783. 

Thpron of caofes tranfmitted by the Gomioiictee of bills, 

called for, produced and- read over. 
Reiblved to coniider on Monday Mr Meldrula*6 p^tition^ 

immediately afteii the petition of Bailie Hntton. 
A Ck)mmittee named to rerife the ad:ings and proceed- 
. , ing3 of the Ccmimiflion of the late General Aflembly. 
A Gommittee named: to reviie the actings and proceed- 
ings of the Gommittee appointed by laft Aflembly for 
managing the Royal Bounty for the reformation <>f the 
, ; Highlands and Iflands* 

Al Gommittee named to audite the Procurator and Agent's 
T accompts, coniider the ftatb of the public money, and 

prepare overtures about the fame. 

The Gommittee for overtures empowered io receive in 

from the feveiml members-anv in(lru^ions given to 

,ctheta/by their re^peAiveSynow or Prelbyteries, clafs 

>:'the matters, therein contained, and prepare overtures 

:. thereupon todieiAflembly ; a;iid receive in and conii- 

r^cr any acccuints that ihallibe given diem of the (late 

- : iofthe Ghuidi biihe North Highlands, particularly con- 

uieraibg the growth :df Bcfpwy and fuperllttibn, and 

prepare overtures for preventing or fupprefling there- 

Hie Gommittee .for bills aj^ittced tp meet €his evening 

at feven o'clock. • ' - j •- 

Adjournment. 

.' /;: .\:: May 26. 1783. Sejl 4/b. 

Sederunt. 

New commiflions produced. 

Report -of the) f Committee for overtures ' produced and 
. aadread« 'w'.. ':.> ' j ■.. '-•'•'• 

Agreed to coniider to-morrow the overtures from the 

. . S jAod s>f Merfe. and Teviocdde, md the Synod of Mo- 

. ray^ianentaL.natioiialFaO;.' ''And- otl Wednefday, the 

overtures from the Synod of Berth and Stirling, and 

: , Synod, of Fi&, .relating ta the law of Patronage. 

Repoi^t of theGonxniittee of bills; called for, produced, 

and read. 
S:ynod4)ooks called. for; the Synod-book of Gknelg and 
Lothian and . Tweedale produced, and Goinmittees ap- 
ipointed to revife the fame ; noiie of the^other Synodr 
. bopks were brought up : Refolve4 that the rtafbns fer 
. (their abfence be enquired into* > : r w ' , . 
Agrf^ to confider on Friday the caufe of Mdy, the caufe 
- of Palton to-morrow, and. the caufe of tSariphaim on 
Itiurfday, 

L An 
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:^n appjeal of .BdHk IViUiim Hmton mtaiSiaat in DsiM. 
fermline, againftthe KtFk-&ffi6n iatDunfsridlhiey for 
refu&ng ):p aittfeft bi8•x^MU9^i{Iran ik^con ttl^ 
Dunteirtfii^|9ie# :A}{b .an i«pf>fal of ithe iiirfc^feffion of 

difo^iifing ,tbc^ Whel« pFdcdedings ^of ttli^ Piefliytery of 
^DunfetmHiKyariid KiHc:-^flion of GDuofecmHii^ 
41^ a fi^meitcf! ^ ;fii4p(mfion ?pronoimckd againft the 
:f^i4 B^^e WilUaolHiittott^by^tic^Jd Kh-k4e^ 
negledl of duty as a member of iaidiSbffiea, iwii;^ the 
£eateiK4/ef the.S5^d ^reverfed, this S£Mau»c4ffllh 
:Pre(k7t9^}^ .Sffirai^di ftnd JBailftO Htittam'>8 etnmniflton 
fuflained. ' ''' . 

A petition ..fot chelleTisread'Mri^exahderiMfaBldruto^reL 
ipe^mg^^)^ ordiofttionf.heaf d TiieiAfi^ 
: the Sy t^>df^ JFifei to ^M^r.^e J^efloifMry of Sf Andferftrs^ 
ai>4 Mr ;Mt^dnitoi ;Oflith^;qudlioh n^nnlmg: his drtli- 
inaijdQjj ]^i(it|; ijn.^etVMapL^i^^ 'timoHretrhe-ppretliifibn 
^on^HitKO^ b^ tbeSynodjiudfcU'tU^ ean&.fhall^be doter- 

^ witkia thi^.Qhiutde^ t|»4pefcidlpdf«ci»:^ooifty«dti»y^h^^ 
. ordmati^Qi'..;: • . - .•^••■. •.:■•; • .. ^•.:-''r •- -•,'•. 
The Committee for revifing commiflions^ to meet to-idor- 
rfQfwsrif^f9Wg n qtiiKMr before beh ;• ^iKl<tfaevGiitmfiii:i 

. tee for overtures at ten. . lyi It : 

Adjournment. - :: '* / 

,; .. - ..!: .V 1- May 27. 1783. Scf stb. 

Sederunt. ..:;:> vj-S/r 

New, comniiffions produced. .• . I,. . ; ,.;'i.:i .\::r;i j /!•/ 

?;;h? db^e^ion; to the .epmniifliQDs firam-U)e.13nkeriiKyiv>£ 

St Andrews, and from the Burghs of Dyfart^and K»lAk:- 

' :(}ald}j'r*deiji7wd till fiiday^r:. .: :.i/ n . ^. t^' »;,,'' 

The :w^tmfA &i^Jik thp)6^d 5>T MBr&l ntrf T^^Mifdde, 

:and Synod i^ Moiia|r^ reifkbflin^. ji:;Batk)dai fnA,/ de- 

, layedtfll:Tl|j«:fdkyJlidi^ •).> /nc:t : : 

An appeal of J^tWtlXnictliftj^QX^^ 

..at Dako^^ .^g;alQ(l fcVetal isttjarlamcoi-aLdf cfoe Si^d^^ 

of Dumfries, in the caufe at the inflance o£ theiPMi- 

, , : Oiiob^f^: ^ iDaltoQi hgainil Mm 9 > a i .pUtitioA ff^b^ - ^t 

. ;Syn^ij3fiTD0dbfri^yv«nd iof 'Diltto^ a&d n pe- 

!x\U<^fi i£(2)k!wBr David JbiipaGm and Mr Tholnte Sltlif h^ 

)^iJl[eAt(;Wftf|d^€dfi^dabrk againft tfare iftnomce^ tJhie 

Synod, heard; the fe3reral.^^iiticlsr/ Mkifidettsd- dfie by 

rOQte. juA^/'t^ ^h^ 'fijoCb^ vfe. d^egroondddf exctlj^tioiii 

oi^«d.&7 D£ Br)rdei^»^^^^^ulBad qm^idiicittic t6 :^litle 



Digitized by 



Google 



J N D E X. i^8> 

SiJmfto^ prodf |rfklr!i[6 aprddf iof A^ of the 

Stbdl; hut allowed lillr^ a coi^uo^ prodf of all 

, fadlfritird cixidtifBjEkaQiSs thSi€ nilifr&etfjd to ^HeTiatjon or 

/: /ezcuI|Ki(ibhi . Ads ^tb tbe fdccod^/tbe ieatiem:e8 of the 

Dickfon and Adam Richardfon juj^og lu; tl»d. x^aufe, 
; >i%^^4: A% to tfite ?.tWrd4 thBft^A&il^^^ 
,^eqt3JfitifiBi tif a'ft!iiida]mdmentiii£idie/yj9^ 
>to the lift of witnefTes. And as to the app$^;.^4gainft 
the fentence of the Prefby tery, rcfufing to authorife 
the;; i^ghboaring^::^^^ to^difpenfe fealing ordi-, 

nances to the Parifhioners of Dalton, the ASemhlf iaf*- 
•.firaitA;fafcd feQilta£e4)fb f)7 ' irjij.i.jn . i'.m^u. . •. 
l^he.^jra»a^a9t^tt|iidbtic^aoid6o^^ stp^i^^tO^d^ipStift^t to- 
^ rmommnnortMSffM half piftMiie^in^lt^ei^^ HalL 
The Committee on the Eazie fandth>e^c|iired^ittric)i..the 

On a motion, the Committee of. dbUfe rAfp<w9K4^:to Meet 

The Committee on the window and honie-tal^'^ffUtMePffCd, 
v-ifekhiliieAfujajlj^t^^ x ;.. m nulo; /.' -. ci -:ru :. ,/ 
AdjbuiBitAeiit i» '.('i ^j-injirv.-. -...h i 'b^rny i loi/ -^-r-- 

Sederunt. • .>] •. . jj-jiJMS^'vN/O; .vk'-.J^ 

Ncfficoteiittflferai^;ii»d*ccBiir jiji-r-;! 'Iv; i- ],_ ; ; / 

V'p<ffa:dima66ii by tbs^R&MitadtMe Ebnap^ A fpi(ml>dr;of 

thO'Sdcfdt7.fi3r?)Pra^2l^£iiilgiGh^^ the 

^ AfiSniibiiit dmttiiiiie tli«i R|lpn]iltn»iitcmci49/¥y l^ft Ge- 

, kteral^^db&bl^ Ifei^ Ajcolk6tion. fot^.tralkfm^^ and 

^roiiidui^iiiic.i^bleiiQlfthiti GaJkl lai^agt» <>a'!fuch pa- 

i.tiiiiesias>fa«(ts i]toe(yotfi[iAdef^!^ . ; 

fiepcuntloftbe Committee' for/^billsi called f^r^ lurockiced 

randioneadJ. ^ ;: xf ^-j -.•••ftA -tK *. i- (.; •/ 
The Procurator, Aghm.hadPtkukit^BrkC(X)tap^ 

-aini^ordtt'ed'inalie biriifa9|l;abtei! f ';..'. ,[-!!- ^ 

Agreeable to a former ir^blution, tlmAfleihbly proeieedcd 

to coniider the overtures from the Synod of *yfe, aad 

Synod of Perth and Stirling, refpe<fling the law of Pa- 

tiiUbla^e^ and; ^uftcirre^ning, two motions were made 

and feconded ; iji^ To difmifs thefe ov crtnrcs^ Jimplifi'' 

i/rh«-.14.3?h^t tKe AiTanbly-wtlliorda all the Preiby- 

teriss: dfithis Chimhv jhaTAt^ipCQviovkily cpufulted the 

: la]ided< intereft npdA.d)ie4^.^€n they ih^U: okx^^ a 

reprofbitbtiTie Ito; ntM AfTemblj^^ to taJce ^mder tlieir 

ferichu - deliberation^ ithts (NiiBt^^iWlifther tfae^ approto 

of an JippliGitioaf ftxi^ntf liamedtfer^ii.ildfto^^ of die 

. . I mode. 
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I N D E X 1783. 

mdde of fettlmg minifteiiB eft^blifhed by theQ6^ 1690; 
and that they return dieir opiaioQ by thbir Commif- 
iioii8 to nest Aflembly^ ^. Tkcc ^uefiion being put, 
the firft motion carried, an<i the Aflembly difmifTed 
the ikid overture8\;^q(£d/^ - Againft wfatch, ieveral 
members diflented; . . - 

Upon a motion, the Committees for overtures and bills 
appointed to m«er«o«morroiAr arhailf pail ten o'clock. 

Adjottrnm^t •' - ; .1 i ^ 

Sederunt. '• .''•'' ::i\ /i.- 

Several menoibers adhered to thevdiflent of yefterday 
againft the decifion refpeding thbilaw of ^P^troaage. i 

The report of the OjiMiiibMie foi^ idaffing^o^verMrcs was 
' given 'i'n 'and read*' 'if- i -.^'.'i Mir j: -. :-';-..' ;.-..; • 

The overture anent the ordination of Eldenretranikut- 
ted. Viik ?fin^ tfi€6s.^ • : ::rf;.ii >"^ » : •- n . 

The Synod^jDc^ df P^ imfliof.aAhgus and^ Meams, 

- produced. '* ^ ' '* •• ' •'••• '•':?' t ■*. .? .. '/ : :':' 

Agreeable to a refoludon at a focmer idiet^ the AOHmbly 
proceeded to coniider the overtures from the Synod' of 
Merfe and Teviotdale, and Synod of Moray, anent the 
general ^a{b. A nfocibn made and agreed to by the 
Affembly. PZ^ Printed Ads. :.■:. 

An appeal of Mr Robert Affleck,^ Pteacher of tfasrColpel/ 
agamft aE hntmcc (»f the Prefb^teity of Kirksodbrxght, 
of date the Tth'of May inftaot, heatd; the fentence of 
the Preibytery of Kirkcudbright affirmed^ finding- the 
firft; iecond- and fourth articles of the' Isbd' proved ; 
and, therefore, ^v Mr Affleck is unqualified to b^, 
and cannot be fettled ^as* minifter of Caripbaim^ under 
the pfefentation in his fkvour ; and recalling thrlicencd 
given to the faid Mr Affleck, to be a Probationbr pr 
Preacher 'Of the Church of Scotland. 

The Committee for bills appointed to meet td*>*morrow 
morning, at half paft ten o'clock; .>i . : 

Adjournment. -^ « ' .1/ » > . 

/ Jl%'30. 1783- S^.S/k . 
Sederunt. : - 

Refolved to confider the petition of Mr James Lawfon, 
and Mr Fortune's caufe, firft to^onorrow ; and next to 
thefe, the petition and repreientation for the Syiiod of 
Perth, anent a procefs againft Mr Archibald: Reimy. 
The objedion to the Gommiffion froni^the Univerfity of 
St Andrevrsi aloi^ with the objedixm to tiieiCammif- 

fions 
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lions from the burghs of .Kirkcaldy and Dyfart, heard^ 
the objeftions repelled, and the Commiffions fuftained, 
^ in refped that the atteftation by the Prefbytery in each, 
was according to the formjaft tranfmitted in 1769. 

An^appeal of James M^Intofli in Garbel, and others, He- 
ritors, Elders . and Heads of Families of the united 
pariflies of Moy and Dalaroffie, againft a fcntence of 
the Synod of Moray, reverfing a fehtence of the Pref- 
bytery of Invernefs, depofing Mr James M*Intofh, 
partly heard: Two motions were made and feconded^ 
i/. That in refpedl the whole prc5of hot being' printed, 
the members had not an opportunity of confid'ering 
the fame ; therefore, that the caufe Ihould be referred 
JO the Commiffiph. 2^, That the Aflembly proceed to 
heir arid decide in the caufe to-^morrow. The queftion 
being put, the fccond motion carried. The Aflembly, 
therefore, agreed to hear and decide in the caufe to- 
morrow ; and, for that purpofe, appointed a Commit* 
.tee of the whole houfe to meet to-morrow morning 

. -at'nine o^clock. ;'. --..:.:. ) . » ' f i 

Adjounimcnt. - 

May ^i. 1783. Se^.gtb. 

Sederunt. 

A<ft approving of the accompt of Mr William Robertfbn, 
Advocate, Procurator for /the Church, and exonering 
and difcharging Mr Robertfon of the fum receivfed'by 
him, and appointing that he take credit in thfc next 
accompt, of the fum of L. 1 3 : 16:2 .-^ Sterling, being 
the balance due to him, \ / ^^ 

A€t approving of the. accompt of Mr George Cairncrofs, 
Agent for the Church, and iexonering and difcharging 
Mr Cairricrofs of the fum received by him^ and ap- 
pointing th^t he debit himfelf in his nebct accompt; 
with the fum of L. 29 : 13 • 10 Sterling, being* the ba- 
lance due by him: r 

Thc: accompt of Mr Janies Dickfon, Printer for the 
Church, ordered to be paid. 

A report by the Procurator for the Church, relating to 
the public money, given in and read, and approved of 
by the Aflembly ; and the Aflembly 's thanks returned 
from the chair to the Procurator, for his diligence ind 
afliduity in the afiairs of the Church, and for his ha- 
ving fo much reduced the dfebts due by the Church. 

A petition for Mr John Ewart minifter at Traquair, cra- 
ving aid out of the publit funds, with the Procura- 
tor's opinion thereon, produced and read, and the opi- 
nion approved of. x 

M The 
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The fcport pf the vifitors of the CommiiEon Record gl- 

y^in, afwl read, and the Commiflioii's condud ap- 

,; proved.. The Affeiphix'* thanks^ giveafrom the chair^ 

tp th? Moderator xxE the CommiiTion^ for their faith- 

,;fulu(si(i 3qd diligence ip the afFairc committed to them, 

..and tl}e box?k ordered to beattefted. 

The report: of the Committee for naming the members 
of the Commiifion of this A0embly, and preparing in- 
ftruiJlions for them, giv.en in, and approved of. 

The report of the vifitora of the Royal Bounty Regifter 
^called for; the co»du<S of the Managers approval of, 
and their J:>pok ordex:ed to be attefted* 

.Committee flamed for managing the Royal Bounty this 

: year, witha cpmmiiTion and inftrudHons to them, 

Th^ r?p<^rt jpf the Truftees of the Widows Fund produ- 

^^ Iped, and ordered to lie oa the table for the peruial of 

V.,n;embefa., ,. ; 

I)pifiiyed)calU^,fpr thereporu of the vifitors of the.§y- 

r r^od^book;^ till Monday^. . 

The report of the Committee of the whole houfc, pa the 

.catife at the inftance of the Parifhioners of May and 

Dalarofjie againft Mr James M'Intolh, minifter o^ thefe 

pariihes, called for, produced and read ; the AjGTembly 

r Uf¥^nirapi^ya,gre^d thereto; and therefore, theGeno- 

x^\ Afleml?ly findi|^g».themfelv€s not ripe to decide, 

; whether the fentence of the Synod- ought to be affirm* 

. edpr reyerfed, in refpecSl that feveral material fadls and 

cLrcumftanGies ftated iiithe Jib^l hjtve i^ot been expifca* 

ted, Remit the caiife to the Pre^ytery pf Inyernefs, 

efyoinii^ them; to take ;fuch methods as the law*^ of 

thisCbiWch prefcribe^ for examining all the witnefles 

. ^mj^ntioned in the declaration of Barbara Main, parti- 
cularly thofe who vfcre at tl^t time refiding in o^ a- 
bouif the city of Edinburgh; and eiyoining all .other 
judicatories of this Church, who may be called upon 
by the Prefty tery of Invernefs^ to ^o-operate witjbi 
them in expifcating the truth; and fummoned the 
pc^rties . ^/t«^ ^^, to attend fuch judicatories, when 

. , an^d where they ihall be called : The Prefbytcry of In- 
verp^f^ appointed to report fuch .additional proof to 
ne35t Gen^yal AflTembly: Mr M*I^t{ofh„;in the mean 
tii^*, ffifpended frqin the cxerdfepf hi^^^m 
the: B[i9etiftg of next Afleo^bly ; recomn;iending to the 
PrejQ[>yii?ry of In^veineJ^, ta take care that during that 

^ ticne th^ piHyajmces of ydj^g^n be difpeftfedto dxe u- 
, ni«ed parifhes' of May aad Dalaroi&e. 

The 
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The petition of Mr Lawfpn and of Mr Fortune, and tlie 
reprefentation and petition for the JSyjiod of Perth, de- 
layed till Monday. 

Adjournment. . , 

Jane 2. 1783. Stff. ulu 
Sederunt. 

Rcafons pf dillent againft, the fen tence palled on Wed* 
ndGiay laft, on the overtures refpe<fting the law of Pa- 
.tuonage, given in, and openly read^ and ordered to lie 
in rctentisS 

Upon a motion by the. agent for the purfue^s in the caufc 
againft Mr James M*Into{h, the Affembly recommend- 
ed to the Procui^ator to concur in any application to 
the civil power made to him, to oblige witnefles who 

.;fiiall he funmionedy to give evidence in the faid caufe. 

Lift of Probationers produced, and ordered to be re- 
corded; , 

The Syi)kod<>boo^$.pf Lothian and Tweed?t1^j Fife and 
. Aiigus^ apd Yearns,, ordered to be atteftcd.^ ; 

Xhd e«cufe of the yifijGors of th? Synpd-fUQ<?i;;of Glenelg, 
for not revifing it,, fuftained, ai»d, th^ 3yAod ordered 
to bring up their book to ne^tjS^iTembly* .. 

Aft dtfcharging. Dr John D^fdale's iatromifiions vi*h 
the. window and houfe-tax money, aiMj »X!d??ipg. that 
DfciDryfdale be accountable for the fuijoi of \^i$\\\ 10 : 4 
iSterling, '. bciog-the balance in. his hftndg. 

The petition arid reprefentation of the Synod .pfj Perth, 
refpcfting a jptocefs* raifed againi^ Mr ^anny ftiinifter 
of Muckart, with regard; to. poors money, heard. 
The Procurator and Agent for the Church dl^cl^red their 
willingnefs to give Mr Raniiy all the ailifta^ce in theit 
power. .... ; 

Upon a motion,!\the Clerk ordered to print off * new e- 
dition of the Forms of Commii£ons, printed formerly 
in the year 1769, in which the fubfcription to each 
form is particularly marked, and to tranimit them to 
Prefbyteries, Kirk-feflions, Burghsi and Univerlkies, 
as foon as poilible. 

The accompt of ftationary ware d\ie by the Clerks to John 
and Eiphingfton Balfours, ordered to be paid^ 

The accompt due to Meffrs Fleming and Tennent, order- 
ed c6 be paid. ...» 

The Committee on ereding tiiiw parifhes. \t^, tile High- 
lands' and iflands renewed, with the mfual ^w^rs. 

The report of the Trnftees for Managing the Fijnd for a 
Pikivifion td Mtnifters Widows; ^fc:. containiJDig a Itate 

of 
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^f the fund under their management, aild an accdnnt 
of thek- proceedings fince laft AfTemWy, again called 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the fi^arate regi- 
fter for that purpofe'; the thanks of the houfe given to 
Dr Webfter, for his extraordinary diligence and fide- 
lity in his attention to faid fund- 
^n appeal of Mr James Lawfon, ftudcnt in Divinity, a- 
gainft a fentence of the prefbytery of Auchterarder, re- 
fufing him a certificate, and likewifetefufing him ori- 
ginaJs or extra<^ of papers on the Prefbytery 5 record, 
relative to his caufe, heard. The fentence of the Pref- 
bytery affirmed^ io far as it refpedls the certificates de- 
manded by Mr Lawfon ; Mr Lawfon allowed full ex- 
tra(5!s of every thing on the record of the Prefbytery, 
•relatiHg^ to his caufe, but no partiuf extra<5tB ; and if 
he ft^flfe papety that lie /« r/r/^;i//j, hefhallhavc attcfted 
copids of -them. ^ 1 

Upon a motion, the Aflembly agreed, that the words, 
' " Solicitor or Agent,*' fliall be added immediately.. af- 
ter the-wordii, *^ Goiinfel or Procurators," in the 4th 
* ^(fl of Aflferftbly <5?5i, and ordered, that the faid adl, 
with this addition, ihonld be printed along with, the 
ads of this AlFemWy^ Vide Printed Ads- 
Aria]^ J^feir of Mr Jaijies Fortune, lludeat in .Divinity, a- 
gairift a ftntfence of the Synod of Lothian and Twe^ale, 
affircninj; 'a fentence of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, 
refufing to take Mr Fortune on trials, heard. "The 
' ' fentence of the Synod reverfed, and remitted to. the 
,Preft)yfery of Edinburgh to t^ake Mr Fortune upon 
' • trials, ot- to affign thtf caufes of their refufah -^'^ 
•AH caules 4>efore this Affembiy, and not deteniiined by 
then^,-4ind canfee remitted by former Aflemblifes, and 
not determined, referred to the Commiffion, with power 
to them to judge and finally determine therda. 
ProteftatioiVs admittei^> ' • • 

A Committee named to' revife the minutes of the AflTem- 
biy's proceeding's at this and all the other diets there- 
of, and to pitch upoft fuch of tht A6ls of Aflembly as 
,are to be (landing rules, in order jb their being printed. 
The minutes' of this duy's federuntiwere readj the minutes 
of former iederunts being read at the diets fubfequent 
thef^t&y'' / 

The Moderator's fpeech to the General Aflembly, and 

his Majrtly's Commifiioner. . j. ^ - 
The Lord; Comsniflioiier's fpeech to the Aflembly. . 
Ad appointing. next diet of Aflembly* . - « 
The Aflfetnbly concluded With Prayer and finging aPfalm. 
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concluded the 31ft May faid year. 
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I. 

The King^s Commiffion to David Earl 
of Leven produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. 



Edinburgh^ May 20. 1784* 

f ■ IHE G^eral Aflembly of this National Church 

I being convened and conftituted, there was pro-; 

I duced to them, by the Right Honourable Da- 

"^ viD Earl of Leven, the King's Commiffion, 

fealed with th^ Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union 

to be kept and uTed in Scotlafid, in place of the Great 

Seal 
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Seal of Scotland y making apd conftituting him his Maje- 
fty's Hjgh Coftimiffio|ier and ReptefWitative in this Af- 
fembly 5*which Com»iifion was p«)licly read with all 
due honour and refpedt, and ordered to be recorded in 
the Books of Aflembly. The tenor whereof follows : 

GE O R G lU S . Dii gratia 9 Magna Britannia^ Francia, 
et flthimia Jtex, ridei Dcfenfori , Qmnibus probis ha- 
minibus y ad quos prafentes litera nojhra pervenertnty Salutem. 
Sluajidoquidem nos conJideranUs, quod generalis ecclejia Scotia 
conventus in diem vigejimum Matt proximi conyenire ordinatus 
fuit ; nofque etiam abunde cupidi, quinetiam necejfarium cjfeju" 
dicqutcf in xqpmiodum di^0 eccle^^ ut idem generalis ecclejia 
con^ei^us die Jlaffito debffi ob/ervettsr, atqtijk r^us magni mo- 
menti nos alto vocantlbus, di£lo conventui ps$f(maliter intirejfe 
nequimus j nofque abunde fatisfa&i de Jidelitate et fujicientia 
JidcliJJimi et dileEtiJftmi nojlri confanguineiy Davidis Comitis de 
Leven, quod adfummum munus fupremi nojlri Comnujfionarii 
ad diffffm gtrtfralem conventum rite exercendum et obcundum 
ufqtiequfkque Jfi \njlrtf^s : ^^erittf igituff nos pomittajfe^ con- 
Jlituiffiy et ordinajfcy Jicuti tenore prafentiumy nominamus^ con- 
Jlituimus^ et ordinamusy memoratumy Jidelijftmum et pradileSiJi- 
mtim noftrum conjanguineum Davidem Comitem de Leven, 
fupremum nofirum Commij^netrium diS^gen^rali ecclejia Sco- 
tia conventuiy dando et concedendo Hit plenam nojlram potejla- 
tsvfkt CQUlWii0Qnemy et warrqntum^ Jacram nojlram perjonam et 
au&oritatem regalem reprejentandiy nee non prejentiam nojlram 
Jupplendiy et locum nojlrum in diSo Jubjequente generali conven- 
tUy tanquam CommiJJionario noflro ad bunc effefium Jpecialiter 
conJlitutOy tenendiy omniaque alia adimperium et munus CommiJ^ 
JtonavH pro generali ecclejiae cmventuperagendi; tamplene adeo- 
que libere in quovfs reJpeHUy quam quilibot alius in eojummo 
iftunere feceraty^Jeu qu^vis tcmp(^^ praetfrito fac€re potueraty vel 
acji nos ipji perfonaliter praejentes facere potuerimus. ^aeque 
omnia et Jingtila quae diSlus David Comes de LiCven in bac 
nojlra commijjione projequenda legitime facietyjeu Jieri ordinabity 
nosjirmiter approbamusy et babiturijumus. Omnibus etjingu- 
lis infuper di£la ecclejia pajloribusy et prejbyteris caterijque qui- 
bujcunqucy intra illam partem, Magna Britannia Scotiam voca- 
tamy Jubditis no^risy cujujcunque gradusjeu qualitatisy ut dic- 
tum Davidem Comitem de Leven, tanquam Jupremum 
noftrum, Commijjionariumy quoad effe^um et modumjupra men- 
tionafumy rever^antury agnojcanty et diBo ipjius audientes Je pra- 
beflntyjlridtepracipimtts et imperamus : 4tque banc nojlram com- 
mijjionem a di&o vigejmo die Mail proximi inciperSy et deinceps 
durante Jubjequente Jejjionc diSi generalis conventus in vigor e 

continuare^ 
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cvnitmarf^ tkdaramusy vd njque dum a nobis revocabituTy et 
extmerabitur. In cujus rei i^monium^jpraefentibusy SigiUum 
wfinm per Umonis . traSlatum cuftodiend. et in Scotia^ vice 4t 
UcQ Magni SigiiM ejufdem utend. erdinat. appendi manduvi-- 
mus ; joptid mdom nofiram apud St yamtss^ aecimoquinto die 
meafis AprHis^ annp Domini willefipio JepAngentt^o tt oSoge^ 
fiasHquartOy regmque nffiri anno vig^fimo-quarta. Ptr^^ 
Motnram mamt S. D* N. ngis ^Mprafcript^ 



•«******4irft«*<fr***ft«ft*ft******ft*e«*«*ftft««** 



n. 

The KiNG^s moft gracious Letter to the 
Qeneral Aflembly, prefented to them 
by his Majefty^s Comtniffioner. 

G E O R G E R. 

RIGHT Reyerend and wdl-beloved, We greet you 
well. It is with great fatisfadtion We now repeat 
the afllirancc of Our favourable difpofitioix towards the 
Church of Scotland,, as your conftant and zealous en- 
deavours hitherto, for the promotion of true Religion 
and Virtue, have met with Our Qracious Approbation. 
And having the moft convincing proofs of your loyalty 
and affecftion to Our Perfon and Government, We can- 
not now refrain from declaring Our firm refolution to 
fupport the Church of Scotland, in all its Rights and 
Privileges as by Law eftabliihed. 

We have no doubt that the fame laudable example^ 
of Religion and Virtue will be fliewn at the prefent 
meeting, and that you will be dUigcnt in inftiUing into 
the minds of thofe committed to your charge, a devout 
reverence towards Almighty God, and an humble gra- 
titude to His Divine Providence for His innumerable 
Mercies, and that you will be fteady, and perfcvere in 
the iuppreilkm of impiety and immorality. In objed:s £> 
eflential to the general peace and happinefs of ibciety^ 
you may he afliired of Our readinefs to contrH^ute every 
poffible affiftance. 

B ' We 
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We have again appointed Our Right Trufty and Right 
Well-belov6d Coufin, David, Earl of Leven, to reprefent 
Our Royal Perfon in this Aflembly, being well fatisfied 
of his loyalty, integrity and zeal for Our fervice, and of 
his particular aiffedtion for the Church of Scotland. 

.In full confidence that charity, brotherly love and 
unanimity, will prevail in all your proceedings in the 
bufinefs before you, and that you will bring the prefent 
Meeting to a happy cbnclufion. We bid ypu heartily 
farewel. 

Given at Our Court at St Jameses, the 3d day 
of May 1784, in the twenty-fourth year of 
Our Reign. 

By his Majefty's Command, 

SYDNEY. 



m. 

The General Affembly^s Anfwer to the 
King's moft gracious Letter. 

May it phafe your Majejly^ 

THE letter with which your Majefty hath honoured 
this meeting of the National AfTembly of the Church 
of Scotland, was received with the refped and gratis 
tude due to fo diftinguifhed a mark of Royal Favour, . 
Your Majefty's gracious approbation of the conduft. 
of former AITemblies, is a ftrong incitement to us to 
continue thofe zealous endeavours for the promotion 
of true Religion and Virtue, which have procured to 
them this honourable teftimony. We have entire confi- 
dence in your Majefty's favourable difpofition towards the 
Church of Scotland : And we receive every repeated 

declaration. 
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declaration of your firm refolution to fupporr our 
Church in all its Rights and Privileges, as by Law efta- 
blifhed, as a pleafing reward of our loyalty and affeAion 
to your Majefty's Perfon and Government. 

It fliall be our conftant ftudy, in our conduct:, to 
hold forth to thofe who are ^committed to our charge, . 
examples of Religion and Virtue, to infti] into their 
minds a devout reverence towards Alrnighty God, and 
an humble gratitude to His Divine Providence for His 
innumerable Mercies, and to exert all our influence in 
the flipprejQion of impiety and immorality. We rejoice- 
that we are the fubjefts of a Prince who is a pattern of 
piety and virtue to his people, who, as a nurfing Father- 
of the Churclj,' calls its Miniflers, by his authority, to 
the faithful difcharge of the duties of their facred func- 
tion, and from whom they areaflured of receiving every ' 
poflible ajQiflance, in promioting th/^Te objects which are 
moft eflcntial for the general peace and happinefs of 
Ibciety. 

We beg leave to return our grateful acknowledge- 
ments to your ]V{ajefty, for your attention to the propa- , 
gation of the principles of the reformed Religion in the 
Highlands and, Iflands of Scotland. Your Majefty's 
Royal Donation, for that pious and ufeful end, fhall.be ^ 
applied with the moft prudent care. 

The inviolable and warm attachment, which the Ah- 
. ceftors of the Earl of Leven fliewed to the civil and re- 
ligious liberties of their country, his own exemplary 
regard to Religion, his afFed:ion to. the Church of Scot- 
land, and the many amiable virtues by which his cha- 
racter is diftinguifhed, render your Majefty's nomina- 
tion of that- Noble Lord, to reprefent your Royal Ber- 
fon, a moft acceptable mark of ycjur attention to this 
* Afletnbly. 

yWe ^all endeavour to maintain in all our proceed- 
^tings, that charity, brotherly love, and unanimity, which 
your Majefty has been pleafed to recommend, and with- 
out whichy. we are fenfible that the decifions.of an Ec- 
cleliaftical Allembly cannot fully produce the good ef- 
fedts intended. 

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, may protect your Perfon, andeftablifli your Throne 
in righteoufnefs : That he may pour down his beft blef- 
fings upon our gracious Queen, his Royal Highnefs the 
Prince of Walps, and all the Royal Family^ and that, - 
after reigning long with wifdom and felicity upon earth, 

you. 
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you may enter into thofe happy Regions^ whejre pious 
and virtuous Princes fhall receive an . unfading croma^ 
are the earueft jpravers of. 

May It pleafe your Majefty^ 
Your Majefty's moft faithful^ 
Moft obedient. 

And n^oft Ipyjd fubjed^s, 
The Miniiters $^4 Eldm met in t^s NatioQai 
Aflepably q^ the Qhurd^ o£ ScatiaiM^. 

Signed in qui: name^ 

In our prefence, 
A#d ^t pur appointinept^ hy 

JOHN PflYSDALE, Moderator. 

s 

IV. 

The General Aflembly's Addrefc to his 

Majefty. 

May Hpkafeyotir Meye^yy 

WE your Maiefty's moft dutiful au4 loyal fubjeds, 
the Miniuers and Elders met together in the Ge- 
neral Aflembly of the Church of Scotland, beg le^ve^^ 
with all hiunility and 'reipp<St, to approach yo^ir I^a- 
jefty's Thfone, and, with tha^ a^^dbion whiph we pwi& 
to oi^r Gracious Sovereigp, to aflv^T? ^9^ Majefty of o\\x 
fipcere and inviolable attachment to your Royal Peyfoa, 
Family and GoYernment. 

Senfible of the many ineftimabl^ bleflings, which theip 
Kingdoms, and this Church in particular, derive fr^wn the 
beneficent reign of a Prince, who is fp juftly efteeme^ 
as the affedionate Father of his people, we feel our- 
ielves deeply interefted in every event which is. con-r 
ducive to the profperity and happinefs of your Majefty's 
Family^ While we rejoice in fuch events as contri- 
buting 
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bating to your Majefty's domeftic felicity, we are at 
the fame time convinced that they afford additional fe- 
curity to thofe Privileges, both facred and civil, which 
this Nation have had the happinefs to enjoy, under the 
aufpicious government of your Majefty, and of your il- 
luftrioufi Anceflors. . . 

Animated by thefe fentim^nts, ye do,,with the moft 
cotdial fatlsfadiion,: arid with the moft devout gratitude 
to Almighty God, the fovereigniDilpofer of .all events, 
congratulate your Majefty, that, firice the laft n>eetlng 
of the General Affembly, God, in his kind Providence, 
hath been plcafed to add to your Majefty's Fainil^,'by 
the birth of another Princefs, and to gratify. the ardent 
wifhes of all your Majefty's loyal Subjects, by the happy 
recovery of your Royal Confort, our moft Gracious 
Queen, from her late indifpofitiori. 

That God may be gracioufly pleafed t6 preferye your 
Majefty's moft valuable life fot a blefling to your king- 
dom and ][)eople : That he may take under* his nierciful 
protettibn our moft Gracious Queen, his Royal High- ■ 
nfefs the Prince of Wales, and all your Rbyal Family : 
That the defcendents of your Maj^fty's illuftrious Houfe, 
naay fit on the Britilh Throne, and be eminent Pro- 
teAdrs of the liberties of all your Majefty's dominions 
to the latfeft pofterity ; and that your- Majefty, after a 
lon^,' a glorious, and a happy Reign, over a free and 
faithftil people, inay at laft, throU^ the merits of Jelus" 
Chrift our Lord, be rewarded with af crown of immortal 
glory ill the Kingdom of Heaven,/ dte, and ever fhall 
be, the moft fervfent prayers otj ■ • ' i ; 

May it pleafe your Majtiff y, ' 
" Your Majefty*s mciftJfaiithfull ' • " 
- Moft obMient, ' • ■ ; ' '. - 

And^moftioyal Slibjedts, • ' = 

The- Minifters and Eldeirs ttiet in this National 
. Affembly ^theCKuikiho^Scotld^^^ 






Signed in our riamtej '/'-^ " ' ' 
' In our prfcferice; *' - ' • . u •/ •• 
And-at^our appblnfriieht, by i • 

JOHN pRY'SbAlJEi Ma^(?r^(?r. - 
G V. 
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Commiffion to fome Miniftef s and Ruling 
Elders, for the Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, 
and Tor managing his Majefty^s Royal 
Bounty for that end. 



THE General Aflembly did, and hereby do, uominate 
and appoint the Reverend Dr John Dryfdale, one of 
the mirafters of Edinljurgh, their Moderator, all the mi- 
nifters who are members of the Prefbytery of Edin- 
burgh,, Mr Francis Forbes at Grange, Mr George Gor-i- 
don at Mortlich, Mr James Grant at Inverave^^ Mr 
John Grant at Boharm, Mr Lewis Grant at CrosiKlale,. 
Mr John Grant at Kinguifie> Mr William Gordon at 
Urquhart, Mr John R^id at DufFus, Mr Alexander Watt 
at Forres, Mr James Gillan at Kinlofs, Mr Patrick Dun-* 
bar at Nairn, Mr Pryfe Campbell at Arderfier, Mr Alexr 
ander Fra^r at Kirfchill, Mr William Smith at Pettie, 
Dr Patrick Grant at Urray, Mr Daniel Rofe at Dii>gwalJ,^ 
Mr Alexander Frafer at Kilmaly, Mr J^ipes Grant at 
Urquhart, Mr Donald McQueen at Kilmuir, Mr Martin 
MTherfon at Slate, Mr Alexander Mackay at Barvas,; 
Mr Hugh Monro at Wig, Mr Allan McQueen at North 
Uift, Mr John M'Leod at Harris, Mr JcAn M'Queen at 
Applecrofs, Mr Colin M'lver at Glenelg, Mr William 
Keith at Kildonan^. Mr William Gun at Golfpie, Mr 
Alexander Nicolfon at Thurfo, Mr John Morifon at Ca- 
nilby, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Inverelk, Dr Henrys 
Grieve at Dalkeith, Mr Bryce Johnfton at Hollywood, 
Mr John Dickie at Langholm, Mr John Scott at Twine- 
holm, Mr Archibald M'Lea at Rothfay, Mr Charles 
Stewart at Strachur, Mr Robert Thomfon at Kilean, Mr 
Alexander Hoflack at Jura and Colonfa, Mr John Smith 
at Campbelton, Mr Hugh Campbell at Kilmartin, M^ 
Paul Frafer at Craigniih, Mr Ludovick Grant at Ardhat- 
ton, Mr Patrick Campbell at Kilninver, Mr Donald 
Skinner at Ardnamurchan, Mr Archibald M'CoU at Tir- 

rie. 
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rie, Mr Thomas Biflet at Logierait, Mr Alexander Duff 
at Tibbennuir, Mr David Dickfon at Bothkennar> Mr 
John Wright at Trinity gafk> Mr Robert Stirling at Port, 
Mr Alexander Daling at Cliefh, Mr James Reid at King- 
laflie*, Mr George Campbell at Cupar, Dr Gerard at ^ 
Aberdeen, Mr Spence Oliphant at Largo, Profeilbr 
George Hill, Dr James Playfair at Meigle,, Mr John 
Webfter at Inverarity, Mr John Gibfon at Mains, Mr i 

Alexander ' Mackie at Arbroath, Mr Charles Nilbet at , ' | 

Montrofe, Mr David Forbes at Laurencekirk^ Dr Duncan j 

Shaw at Aberdeen, Mr John Ramfay at Strachan, Mr ] 

Robert Lumfden at Kildrumy, Mr John Rofe at Udney^ 
Mr Robert Gauld at Kilfalmond, Mr James Johnfton at 
Crimond, Mr William Moir at Fyvie, Mr Andrew 
Skene at Banff, Dr Walter' Anderfon at Churnfide, Mr 
Robert Douglas at Gallaihiels, Mr Donaldfon at Warn- 
phry, Mr Archibald Bonar at Glafgow, Mr Finlay at 
Paifley, Minifters ; the Honourable Mr Baron Gordon^ ' 
Thomas Hogg, Efij; advocate, Dr Gregory Grant, Edin- 
burgh, Mr Thomas Gordon, clerk to the Signet, Mr LU- ^ 
dovick Grant, junior ^ writer in Edinbur^,: Mr John 
Lothian merchant, Edinburgh, Bailie Willian> Galloway 
merchant, Edinburgh, Bailie John Walker merchant in 
Edinburgh, Donald Smith treafurer of the city pf Edin- 
burgh, Mr Andrew Crofbie advocate, Mr William Ro- 
hertfon procurator for the Church, Mr Ifaac Gr^nt wrir 
ter to the Signet, Bannatynfe William M^Leod, Efq; ad- 
vocate. Bailie Daniel Miller, Canongate, Mr James- Horn 
writer to the Signet, Mr Robert CuUen advocate, Mr 
Andrew M'Cara merchant, Edinburgh^ Profeflbr Andrew 
Dalziel, the Honourable Henry Erfkine, Archibald 
M'Dowal Efq; Dean of Guild, Mr Archibald Mercer 
merchant, Mr John Gloag merchant, the Lord Provoft 
of Edinburgh, Convener William Jamiefbn, Profeilbr 
John Hill, the Right Honourable Lord Chief Bstron, the 
Right Honourable Lord Prefident, the Right ^opourable 
Henry Dundas, Mr Solicitor-General, Mark Pringle Efq; 
advocate, Mr Richard Tod merchant, Leith, Mr Walter 
Scott merchant, Edinburgh, Alexander Fergufon Efqj 
advocate, Alexander Gordon Efq; of Culvenan, advocate,. 
Mr James Dickfon bookfeller, Edinburgh, Mr John Had- 
doway merchant, Leith„ Alexander Wight Efq; advocate^ 
James Colquhoun yoimger of lAifs, Efq; the Righit Ho- 
nourable Lord Henderland, Mr Archibald Fletcher wri- 
ter to the Signet, Sir John Belfches Baronet, Bailie James 
Gentle, Dr John Steedman phyfician,^ Edinburgh, Dr An- 
drew 
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drew Duncan phyfician, Mr. Richard Lake writer to the 
Signet, Mr Thomas Duncan writer, Edinburgh, Alexan- 
der Burnet, Efqj advocate, Mr William Leflie clerk to 
the Signet, Mr John Taylor clerk to the Signet, Mr 
Alexander Forbes writer, Mr John Robertfon wri- 
ter, Mr John Ruflell junior y writer, Mr George Robin- 
fon writer, Walter Dunbar, Efq; Mr William M'Donald 
writer, John Clerk of Elden, Efq; Ruling Elders, to be a 
Committee of this Aflembly, for the reformation of the 
Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, fupprelling Popery and pro- 
fanenefs, and for managing the Royal Bounty, for thefe 
ends, according to, and in terms of his Majefty's grant 
to this Aflembly. In profecution of which purpofes, the 
Committee are to appoint Preachers and Catechifts, to go 
to fuch places as they fhall find, upon due informatipn, 
10 be the moft proper, according to his Majefty's dcfign 
exprefled in his- warrant ; and, in fo doing, that they 
have- particular regard to fuch parishes in South Uift, 
Sftiall Ifles, . Glenco, Hatrls, the countries of Moidart, 
Glengary, aild Lochaber, and the other parifhes of the 

. Synods of Glenelg atid Afgy le,. which the Committee fhall 
find,' by'rfedfoii of the ^Va-ft extent; by the prevalency of 
Popety and -ignorancef, 'atid other unhappy circumilances, 
to-be iii^th^'greateft d?ftfefs i^ And ithfey fhall take care, 

' that thtf perf6ns they employ be certified, and jfourid, up- 
on due trial, to be propferiy^qua^lii^^ for thefe. rpipeftive 
offices, of good abilities for 'the farhe,*'of a pious life and 
converfation , prudent, of' undoubted loyalty to his Ma- 
jefly , and oiF competent fkill in the principles of Divmity, 
and' particularly in Popiih'contrbverfiefs : Such Preachers 
and Gat echi^s beings herebjf^ appointed to be fubjedi to, 
and under the infpe&ioh of the Prelbyteries of the bounds 
to which they are fent; who are to take care that! the or- 
ders of the Ccymmittee Bi^ duly bbferVed by thettj. And 
the Preafchers are alfb- kppointed. to catechife, a:nd both 
they and the Catechiflijto mflrudl the people from hbufe 
to houft,' and to vifit the fick ; *a|id, in all their labour, 
among the peoplfe, to be careful to teach them the prin- 
ciples and duties of the thie ChrifKah- Proteflant religion, 
and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to 
our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws : 
And the Committee are empowered to give them fuch in- 
flrudlions, as to their work and behaviour,' as they fhall 
judge meet ^ which inftrudlions the- Preachers and Cate- 
chifts -are hereby ordered to obey. The General Af- 
feipbly do further appoint the faid Committee, to have a 

particular 
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particular regard in their procc;edings, to the regulations 
agreed upon by the Committee of the Aflembly for ma- 
naging the Bloyal Bounty, on the 30th of September 
lyjo, appr^ven by fiiequent Aflemblies : And to take 
care that Piefbyteries, and others concerned, obferve thfc 
fame, which they are hereby ordered to do : Particular- 
ly, the Aflembly ordains the feveral Prefbyterks to in- 
fcrt in their regifters^ the Committee^s appointments of 
the defignations, falaries, and ftations of the feveral 
miflionaries, and to have an exad regard thereto; iii ail 
the letters they {hall write about the faid mrdionari^s^ ^ 
and in giving of certificates to them ; and to diresd all 
their ktte»i cdbceming miflionaries in their bounds, 
only to the Moderator of the Committee ; which letters 
ihajl bQ figned^ at the appointment of the Preifay tery, by 
the Moderator or Clerk thereof: And the ^fl^mbly does 
difcharge any payment to be made of the ialaries of the 
miflionaries, «sc^ upon receipts frOtm die miflionaries 
them&lves^ and upon <>ertificates from the PTeft)yteries, 
bearing, That they have ferved for the tiane mentioned 
in the rieceipts : And that every Catechift, who receives 
a fal^ry from the Royal Bounty, on condition that the 
parifliioners or gentlemen of the diftrid fliall pay a car- 
tain fum in aid of fuch falary, fliali infert, in the body 
of his receipt to the calhier, a declaration that he has 
received the particular ium fpecificd ^ and that the at- 
teftation of the Prefl)y tery fliall in like manner bear, that 
the Catechift has received the ftipulatcd fum which the 
Committee make the condition of his appointment ; it 
Ijeing underftood by this rcfolution, that the feveral fta- 
tions, with regard to which fuch conditions were origi- 
nally made by the Committee, when no inch declaration 
of the Catechift, or atteftation of the Preflbytery, as is 
BOW propofedj is received by the cafliier, fliall be after- 
wards fupprefled by the Committee, though the Catechift 
fliall, notwithftanding, receive the falary for the time he 
is certified to have performrid his duty. That a journal 
cf the itinerant's labours in the miniftry, of the miflion 
committed to him, be written on the back of the Pref- 
bytery's certificate, and figned by him, as the ground 
on which the Prefl)ytery have granted him faid certifi- 
cate. The General Aflembly do alfo empower the iaid 
Committee to apply, for the purpofes above mentioned, 
what may remain of the laft year's Royal Bounty not 
difpofed of, by reafon of any of the miflionaries not ful- 
filling the appointments laid upon them ; and that they 

I^ ' are 
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are tb keep a regifter of their proceedings, and like- 
wife diftindt books of accounts, how the foresaid money 
is beftowed, which ftiall be patent to any concerned 
who- pleafe to inlpedl the fame. Of the perfons above 
named as members of this Committee, five are declared 
to be a quorum, whereof three are to be minifters. 
But it is hereby appointed, That at the quarterly meet- 
ing of the Committee, in which the fcheme or eflabliih- 
ment of piiffionaries for the enfuing year is to be appro- 
ved and determined, not lefs than fourteen fhall be the 
quorum^ whereof nine fhall be minifters ; and the faid 
Committee are appointed to have their general meetings 
at Edinburgh, the firft lawful day after the adjournment 
of fgach of the four ftated diets of the CommiiSon of the 
General Aflembly, within the Aflembly ayle, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, except that day Ihall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the meeting fhall be upon Monday next 
thereafter, at the faid hour j with power to the faid Com- 
mittee to adjourn themfelves to fuch times and places as 
they fhall find mofk needful and convenient : And they 
are to keep a correfpondence with the CommifHon of the 
General Aflembly, and the Society for propagating Chri- 
flian Knowledge, and their Committee of Directors, and 
to take their advice and aflifiance ; and alfo to correfpond 
with the- Synods and Prefbyteries concerned. They are 
likewife inilru£t(ed and empowered^ as they fhall fee caufe, 
to apply to the Government, or any Magiflrate, for af&fl- 
ance and fupport in carrying on the defign of the com- 
mif&on now given to them.'* And the General Aflembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertfon advocate, Procurator 
for the Church, and Receiver of the forefaid Royal Boim- 
ty,; to pay out the fame as he fhall be directed and or- 
dered by the forefaid Committee, and according to their 
rulea. And the faid Committee are appointed to examine 
the accompts of the dtflribution of the Royal Bounty, and 
lay the fame before the LfOrds ConmiifGoners of hi&Ma- 
jetty's Treafury, or the Barons of his Majefly*s C^urt of 
Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the* General 
Aflembly, to whom they are to be accountable^. And it 
is agreed. That no perfon once employed and infert in 
the ]R:heme^ fhall be ftruck out thereof for that year, but 
by the quorum of at leafl fourteen, whereof nine to be 
miniflers ; and in cafe any complaint fhall be made againfl 
any of them on the fcheme, it fhall not be determined 
the firfl ordinary meeting that the fame is oflered, but 
it fhall lie on the table till another meeting ; and in the 

meaa 
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mean time, the perfon complained of, and the Pr^y* 
tery of the boimds wherein he officiates, ihall lie ac- ' 
quainted of £uch complaint, and thofe concerned bere- 
qnired to fend to the faid Committee a juft acconnt of 
the matter againfl the next meeting. And it is ftirther 
appointed, That after the yearly fcheme of miilionaries 
on the Royal Bounty is fettled in manner above direct- 
ed, and notice thereof given by letters to the Prefbyte- 
ries concerned, fuch Prefbyteries ihallf fend up to the 
faid Committee their anfwer to thefe letter^ at fartheft 
with their Commiflioners to the General Aflembly, if the 
fame be not done fooner ; and that the' Committee, at 
their firft meeting after the General Aflembly^ Ihall en- 
deavour to complete the next year's fcheme themfclves \ 
and if they cannot complete it, they (hall name a Sub* 
committee of their number for that purpofe, who are tO' 
lay their draught thereof before a fubfequent meeting, 
which is appointed to noteet as fbon after tne rifing of the 
Aflembly as poflible. And empowered the Committee, 
at their firft meeting, to rejedt any petition for a new 
/ftation, in cafe they ihall find fiifficient objections a- 
gainft it ; and that the faid Committee, in making up 
the fcheme of miilionaries, &ff- do not exceed the fum in^ 
the grant.. 



VI- 

Commiflion to fbme ^inifters and Ruling 
Elders, for difcuffing affairs referred to 
them. 

THE General , Afl[embry, confidering there are fbme 
affairs which they cannot overtake, do hereby no- 
minate, and appoint the Reverend Dr John Dryfdale,* one 
of the minifters of Edinburgh, their Moderator > • from 
the prelbytery of Strathbogie, Mr Francis Forbes at 
Grange, Mr George Gordon at Mortlich, minifters, the 
Right Honourable Mr Baron Gordon, ruling elder '> from 
tRe preft)ytery of Aberlour, Mr James Grant at In- 
reraven, Mr John Grant at Boharm, minifters, Thomas^ 
Hogg, Efq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the preft)ytery 
of Abemethy, Mr Lewis Grant at Cromdale, Mr John 
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An(ferft>a ^t KinguHie, qaisuftenii Dr Gregory Grant 
phyficiaa in :&liiiburgh, ruling dider ; from the pr^flby- 
tary of £lgin* Mr WilUam i&>rdoii at Urq^hart, Mr 
Joha Reid at DuiBis, miQifiers, Mr Thomas Gordon 
c\f6x\ to the figoet, ruling elder j frcMoa the prcftytery 
of Forres, Mr Alexander Watt at Forres^ Mr James Oil- 
Un 91 iUfilo&, mintfiers, Walter Dunlnir, Efq; ruling; 

* eld^r ; from tlue bur^gh of Forres, Mr Ludovick <5^ant, 

• junior^ wdter in Edinburgb; from the prefbyteiy of 

Nairn, Mr Patrick I>unbar at Nairn, Mt Pryfe Campbell 
at Arderiier, miniilers, Mr Joha Lothian loercH^uit in 
Bdinbw^, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Inyer- 
ijefs, Mr Alexander Fra^r at KirkhiU, Mr William 
^mitb «t Pettie, - nainifters, Sailie William Galloway 
mercbaxit in Edinburgh, ruling elder 5 from the 
burgb of Jnyermcfi, Alexander Baillie of Dockfour, Efq; 
from the pre&ytery of Chanonry, Mr Robert Monro at 
Kilmuir Wefter, Mr Alexander Wood at Rofemarkle, 
minifl^rs, Bailie John Walker merchant in ^dinburgh^ 
rulmg cWer ; from the pre(bytery of Tain, Mr George 
Douglas at Tain, Mr John Urquhart at Fern, minifters, 
thfc Ri^ Hoijourable Lord Ankerville, juling elder } 
£fom the prefbytery of Dingwall, Dr Patrick Grant at 
Urray, Mr Daniel Rofe at Dingwall, minifters, Donald 
Smith, Efq; treafurer of the city of Edinburgh, ruling 
elder j from the prefbytery of Abeirtarph, Mr Alexander 
Frazer at Kilmaly, Mr James Grant at Urquhart, mi- 
niflers, James Frazer, Efq; of Gortoleg, ruling elder ; 
from the prefbytery of Sky, Mr Donald McQueen at 
Kiimuir, Mr Martin MTherfon at Slate, minifters, Mr 
Andrew Crofbie, advocate, ruling elder ; from the pref- 
bytery of tiewis, Mr Alexander Mackay at Barvas, Mr 
Hugh Monro at Wig, minifters, Mr William Robertfon 
Procurator fear the Church, ruling elder ; from the pref- 
bytery of Uift, Mr Allan McQueen at North UUl, Mr 
John M^Leod at Harris, minifters, Alexander M'Leod, 
Efqj of Harris, ruling elder > from the prefbytery of Loch- 
carron, Mr John M^(^een at Applecrofs, Mr Colin M'lrer 
at Glenelg, minifters, Bannatyne William MXeod, Efqj 
advocate, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Dor- 
hock, Mr William Keith at Kildonan, Mr William Gun 
at Golfpie, minifters, Dr Hugh M^Leod, ruling elder ; 
from the prefbytery of Caithnefs, Mr Alexander Nicol- 
fon at Thurfb, Mr John Morifon at Canifby, miniftefs. 
Bailie Daniel Miller, Canongate, ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Wick, Mr James Horn writer to the Sig- 
net ; 
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net ; frdm the pr^fbytery of Kirktrall, Mr James Alifow 
at Holm, Mr George Barry at Sarkwall, minifters, Mr 
Robert CuAen, advocate^ ruling elder j from the prelby^ 
tery of Cairfton^ Mr Francis Liddeil at Orphit, Mr John 
Falconer at Stropmcfs, mmlfters, Mr Audret^ M'Cara,i 
meixhanty Edmburgh, rulmg eider ^ £rMtt the prelbytety 
of North Ifles> Mr WilKam Cloufloii at Crofs, Biimefs, * 
Mr John Anderfon at Stronia afid Ada^ ibinifters, Wil- 
liam Wemyfs, Efqj Trriter to the fig«et ; from the p;ref^ 
bycety of Zetland, Mr William Jack at Northmaving, Mr 
liavid M^Robcrt at Neftmg, niinifters, Profeflbr Atidrew, 
Daizel, £c£nburgh, ruling elder ; froAi the pf elbytery of 
Edinburgh, Mr Henry Lmidie^ Dr RcAert Henry, Edin- 
burgh, Mr John Chiefly at Corftorphm, Dr John M'Far- 
lane, CanOngate, Dr Andrew Hunter, Edinburgh, miw- 
fters, the Honourable Henry Er&ine, adroeate. Dean of 
Guikl M'Dowall, Mr Archtbald Mercer, merchant, ru- 
ling: elders 5 from the city of Edit^burgh,, the Right Ho- 
nouraUe John Grieve^ prefent Lord Pi^Toft, Convener 
William Jamicfon j from die Unrverfity of Edinburgh, 
Profeflbr John HiU > from the prefbytery of LinlithgovTy 
Mr Charles Wilfcie at Ecclefmachen, Mr Jame& Paton' at 
Torphichen, Mr John Scotland at L^ftlkhgow, Mr Jame$ 
Dobie at Mid-Calder, minifters, Sir WiUiam Auguflus. 
Cuninghana, Mr John doag, merchant, Edinburgh, ru- 
ling elders j from the burgh of Linlithgt>w, Provoft Ro- 
bert Clark ; from the burgh of Queensferry, Captain 
James Taylor in Qneeniferry > from the prefbytery of 
Bi^^r, Mr WilBam Howe at Skerling, Mr James Finlay- 
fi>n at Symington, Mr William Lockhart at Coulter, mi- 
nifters, Mr John Miller in Dienfire, ruRng elder ; from* 
the preibytery of Peebles, Mr Thomas Mufliet at TweedfV 
miuir, Dr James Moffat at Newlands, ministers, the Rig^t 
Honourable Lord Chief Baron, ruling elder j from the 
burgh of Peebles, Andrew Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Efq; 
from the prefbytery of Dalkekh, Dr Alexander Carlyl* 
at Inverefk, Dr Henry Oriete at Dalkeith,. Mr Jbhn Pa- 
ton at Lafwtide, minifters, the Right Honourable Lord 
Prefident, rtiling elder ; from the burgh of Haddington,, 
Provoft Patrick M'CIarran ; from the burgh of North 
Berwick, Bailie William Swintott > from the prefbytery 
of Dunbar, Mr John Clunie at Whitekirk, Mr John Lun- 
die at Old Hamftocks, minifters^ Robert Hunter of Thur-- 
flon, Efqj ruling elder > from the prefbytery of Dunfe,. 
Mr /Robert Douglas at Buncle, Mr Adam Murray at 
Eccles^ minifters, Matthew SandHfthds 6f Coufton, Efq;. 
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ruling elder ; from the prefby tery of Chumfide, Dr Wal- 
ter Anderfonat Chumfide, Mr James Bell at Coldflream^ 
minifters, John Stewart, Efq; younger, of Allanbank, ru- 
ling elder ; from the prefby tery of Kelfo, Mr Robert 
TurnbuU at Sproufton, Mr Andrew Bell at Roxburgh, 
' minifters,. the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, ruling 
. elder 5 from the Prefbytery of Jedburgh, Mr John Ric- 
calton at Hopekirk, Mr James Richardfon at Oxnam, 
Mr William Bum at Minto, miniilers, Robert Dundas, 
Efq; his Majefty's Solicitor-General, ruling elder ; from 
the prefbytery of Lauder, Mr James Ford at Lauder, Mr 
William Gullan at Legerwood, miniilers, the Right Ho- 
nourable the Earl of Lauderdale, ruling elder j from the 
prefbytery of Selkirk, Mr Robert Douglas at Galaihiells, 
Mr Thomas Sharp at Ettrick, miniilers, Mark Pringle, 
Efq; advocate, mling elder ; from the burgh of Selkirk, 
Mr Richard Tod, merchant in Leith ; from the prefby- 
tery of Annan, Mr James Smail at Dornock, Mr William 
Hardy-MoncrieiTat Annan, minifters, * Sir William Max*- 
well of Springkell, Baronet, ruling elder ; from tjie burgh 
of Annan, Mr Walter Scott^ merchant, Edinburgh 5 from 
the prefbytery of Langholm, Mr John Dickie at Lang- 
holm, Mr Richard Scott at Ewes, miniilers, Gideon Ru- 
therford of Greenpark, Efq; ruling elder; from the 
prefbytery of Lochmaben, Mr Jofeph Fergufon at Tun- 
dergarth, Mr David Donaidfon at Wajnphry, Mr Tho* 
mas Henderfon at Dryfdale, miniilers, Mr John Coup- 
land of Minygape, ruling elder; from, the burgh of 
Lochmaben, Alexander Fergufon, Efq; of Craigdarroch^ 
from the prefbytery of P.enpont, Mr Andrew Yorftoun 
at Clofebum, Mr John Rbbertfon at Kirkconnel^ mtni»^ 
llers, Mr William Hamilton in Sanquhar, ruling elder ;; 
from the prefbytery of Dumfries, Mr Bryce Johnfton at 
Hollywood, Mr William Burnfide at Dumfries, Mr Jo- 
feph Kirkpatrick at Dunfcore, minifters, Alexander Gor-- 
don of Culvennan, Efq; advocate, ruling elder ; from 
the burgh of Dumfries, John Dickfon, Efq; late Provoft 
of Dumfries ; from the prefbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr 
John Scott at Tineholm, Mr Robert Mutter at Kirkcud- 
bright, Mr John Johnfton at Croflinichael, minifters, Mr 
Robert Fergufon in Milnmark, ruling elder ; from the 
burgh of Kirkcudbright, Ephraim Lockhart of Barmaga- 
chin, Efq; from the prefbytery of Wigton, Dr Ifaac Da- 
vidfon at Sorby, Mr John Dickfon at Kirkowan, mijii- 
flefs; from the prefbytery of Stranrawer, Mr John 
M^enzie at Portpatrick, Mr Henry Blair at Stonykirk^ 
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mimfters, Bailie James Dickfon, Edijiburgh, ruling elder > 
from the' prefbytei*y of Ayr, Mr John Dun at Auchin- 
leek, Mr James Young at New Cunmock, Mr Alexander 
Moodie at Riccarton, Mr William Peebles 'at Newton up- 
on Ayr, Mr Robert Duncan at DundonaW, minifters, Mr 
David Lees in Loch-hill, Mr William Hood, portioner 
of Torbolton, ruling elders ; from the prefby tery of Ir- 
vine, Mr David M'Lellan at Beith^ Mr John Fullarton 
at Dairy, Mr Michael Tod at Dreghorn, minifters, the 
Honourable Mr Patrick Boyle of Shewelton, ruling el- 
der ; from the burgh of Irvine, Thomas Tweedie of O- 
liver, Efq; from the prefbytery of Paifley, Mr John Mon- 
teithy^mV at Howfton, Dr John Adam at Greenock, Mr 
John Forreft at Port-Olafgow, Mr JohnFinlay at Paifley,., 
niihifters. Bailie William Carlyle^ Paifley, Mr John Had- 
doway, merchant, Leith, ruling elders ; from the prefljy- 
tery of Hamilton, !lVIr Patrick Maxwell at Eafl Monk- 
land, Mr Mexander^Hutehifon at Hamilton, Mr John 
BoM^er at Old Monkland, miniftter«, Henry StewaTt, Efq;. 
of AUantoh," ruling elder; from tKe prefl)ytery of Lanerk, ' 
Mr Williarti Miller at Crawfordjohn, Mr James Scott at 
Carlook^ minifters, John Wharie, Efq; of Lefinahago^ 
ruling' elder; from the burgh of Lanerk, Alexander 
Wight, Efq; advocate; from the preftytery of Glalgow,. 
Mr Jofcph 'Hodgefon at Cartnunock, Mr Archibald JBo- 
liar at'Glafgow> Mr William Dun at- KirkintuUoch, Mr 
James Lapfley at Campfey, mihifter^/'Profeflor John An- 
derfon, Glafgow, Mr Robert Temiant> maltman in Glaf^ 
gow, rtfling elders; fr6m thie Univerfity of Glalgow, 
Profeflbr William Richardfon ; from the burgh of Ru- 
therglen, George White, Efq; of Bankhead; from the 
preflbytery of E^mbarton, Mr John Davidfon at Old Kil- 
patrick, Mr David M^Gibbon at Buchanan, Mr Hugli 
Gourley at Balfroii, minifters. Sir James Colquhoun of 
Lufs, Baronet,^ ruling elder; from the burgh of Dumbar- 
ton, James "Colquhoun, younger of Lufs, Efq; from the 
preft>ytery of Denoon, Mr Archibald M*Lea at Rdthfay, 
Mr Charles Stewart at Strachur, minifters, JohnLamont of 
Lamonty Efq; ruling elder; from the prefbytery of Kin- 
tyre, Mr Robert Thomfon at Killian, Mr Akxander Hof- 
fack at Jura and Colonfie, Mr Joha Smith at Campbelton, 
minifters, the Right Honourable Lord -Henderland, ru- 
ling elder; from the prefbytery of Inveraray, Mr Hugh 
Campbell at Kilmartin, Mr Paul Fraftr at Graignifti, mi- 
nifters, Mr Archibald Fletcher, writer to the fignet, ru-^ 
ling elder; from the burgh of Inveraray, Dr James WiU 
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liaioiba^ from ^ prelbytery of l4ioni, Mr Ludovick 
Grant at Ardchatton^ Mr Patrick Campbell at Kilninveri 
minifters, Qolonel Robert Campbell of Mo&tie, rulixig 
£lder } from the Preibytery of Mull, Mr Donald Skkmer 
at Ardnamurchan^ Mr Archibald M'Coll at Tiree^mini- 
ilers, Allan M'DougallpfGallamch,Efq; ruling elder; 
from the preA>ytery of Dunkeld, Mr Thomas BiCEet at 
Liogierait^ Mr Patrick M^Vcan at Dull, Mr Thomas Fie* 
ming at Kenmore, Mr Patrick Stuart at KJllfn, minifters^ 
Thomas Elder of Logie, E(q; Mr Alexander Miller, ad^ 
vocate, ruling elders; from die prelbytery of Perth, Mr 
Alexander Duff at Tibbermuir,. Mr William M^Lieih at 
Colace, Mr William Liang at Amgoflc, Mr WiltiAm Tay* 
lor at Rhynd, minifter;, Sir John .Beliches, Baroiiet, 
(Greorge Wright of Laton, Efq; ruling elders; from dae 
prelbytery of Stirling, Mr David DickfOn at BothkemMur, 
Mr John Duncan at Alva, fainifiers, David Growrley, £^; 
of Kipdarroch, ruling elder; fioip the burgh of Stirling^ 
Convener Alexander Guthill ; from the prelbytery c^ 
Auchterardcr, Mr Robert Mathie at GlendoveijL, J\fa 
John Wright at Trinity^aflc, Mr William Grahawi «t 
Foflaway, minifters. Bailie James Gentle, ruling elder ; 
firoin the prelbytery of Dunblane, Mr Robert Stirlmg at 
Port, MrDuncai^Stey^art at Balquhidder, minifters^ Cafv 
tain Jc^ Graham of Do^chry, ruling elder; from the 
prelbytery of Dunfermlme, Mr James Thpmfcm at Dim*^ 
fermline, Mr Alexander D^Hsg at Cletlh, Mr Johi^ Hc^es at 
Dalgety, minifters, Dr J(^ Steedso^an, phyficiaiiiinJEidm^ 
burgh, ruling elder; from the burgh of Dux^ermline, Bai-^ 
lie William Hutton, merchant ; from the burgh of Inverk«i<^ 
thing. Bailie John Eckford, merchant, Dunfermlioe ; from 
the prelbytery of Kirkcaldie, Mr George Willis at Lellie,. 
Mr Janves Reid at Kingkllie, Mr James Wemy (s at fiurm*^ 
iiland, minifters, James Townfend-Ofwald^ £ft|; ruling: 
elder; from the prelbytery of Cupar, Sir Iu>bert Prefton 
at Cupar, Mr Robert Wingate at Abdie, Mr George 
Campbell at Cupar, Mr James Lifter at Auchtermuchty, 
minifters, John Balfour of Balbimie, Efq; Mr James 
Lifter of Pitlellie^mill, ruling elders; from the burgh of 
Cupar, Major John Melvill of Caimey ; from the prelby- 
tery of St Andrews^ Dr John Chalmers at Kilconquhar, 
Mr William Pairman at Ely, Mr James Forrefter at An- 
ftruther Wefter, Mr Spence-Olyphant at Largo,, minifters^ 
Neil Fergufon^ Efq; of Pitcullo, Mr Alexander Mehirum 
of Kincaple^ ruling elders ; from the burgh of St An^ 
drews, Dr Andrew Duncan, phyfician, Edinburgh; from^ 
the Uniyerfity of St Andrews, ProfelTor George Hill ;. 
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from tile Preftytery of Meigle, Ik James Playfair a^ 
Meigt^^ Mr Colin Symers at Alyth, Mr James Badinoch 
at Kingoidrum^ miniftel^^ Patrick Alifoa of NeSvhall, 
Etq; ruling elder J from the prcibytery of Forfar, Mr 
John Webfter at Inverarity, Mr Jamfcs Lyon at Glam- 
mis, minifters, Aiexandier Watfon, Efijj younger of Tu- 
rin, ruling elder; from the burgh of Forfar, the Right 
Hwiourable the Earl of Hyndford; from the prelbytery 
of Dundee, Mr John Gibfon at Mains, Mr Alexander 
Imlach at Muirhouie, Mr William Maul at Moneekie, 
minifters, Mr Charles Joblbn, merchant in Dundee, ru- 
ling eider; from the burgh of Dundee, BaiUe John 
Thorns } from the preftytery of Aberbrothick, Mr Alex- 
ander Mackie at Arbroath, Mr Alexander Girvan at Lu- 
nan, minifters, Mr Richard Lake, ' writer to the fignet, 
ruling elder; from the burgh of Aberbrothick,' Mr Tho- 
mas Duncan^ writer in Edinburgh; frofb. the preft)ytery 
of Brechin, Dr Gharks Nift>et at Montrofe, Mr James 
Wilfon at Marytown, Mr John Waugh at Menmuir, mi- 
nifters, Alexander Burnet, Efq; advocate, ruling elder ; 
from the burgh of Montrofe^ Mr William Leflie, clerk 
to the fignet; from the prefl>ytery of Fordown, Mr Da- 
vid Forbes at Laurenfkirk^ Mr William Walker at Ecclef* 
greig, Mr Patrick Stewart at Kineff, minifters^ Mr John 
Playfair, la^e minifter of Li0^ ruling elder; from the 
preibytery of Aberdeen, Mr John Brown at Newhills, 
Dr Duncan Shaw, Aberdeen, Mr Robert Dunbar at Old 
Machar, Mi- William Stronach at New Machar, mini- 
fters, James Cunningham, Efq; of Hyndhope, George 
Strachan-Keith, Eiq; ruling elders; from King's College^ 
Dr Alexander Gerard; from the preibytery of Kincar- 
dine O* Neal, Mr Francis Downie at Banchory-teman, 
Mr John Ramfay at Strachan, Mr Robert Farquharfon 
at Goldftotie, minifters, William McDonald of Rinetton, 
Efq; ruling elder; from the preibytery of Alford, Mr 
John Lumkien at Strathdon, Mr Robert Lumfden' at- Kil- 
drummy, Mr Thomas Tait at Auchindore, minifters, 
John Gordon of Craig, Elq; ruling elder; from the prcf- 
bytery of Ellon, Mr John Rofe of Udny,' Mr Alexander 
Cock at Cruden, minifters, Profeflbr TTiomas Gordon, 
Aberdeen, ruling elder; from the prefbytery of Garioch, 
Mr Robert Gauld at Kilfamond, Mr Patrick Davidfon at 
Rayne, Mr Alexander Duff at Monymufk, minifters, A- 
lexander Leith, Efq; of Freefield, ruling elder; from the 
burgh of Kintore, John Clerk, y«f»wr, of Eldin, Efq; from 
the burgh of Inverury, John Clerk of Eldin, Efq; from 
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theprefbytery of Deer, Mr James Johnfton at Crimond, 
Mr- John Craigie at St Fergus, ]\Ir Bafil Anderfon at Old 
Deer, irfiniilers, Mr John Taylor, clerk to the fignet,' ru- 
ling elder; from the prefbytery of TuriiF, Mr William 
Moir at Fyvie, Mr Alexander Rofe at Auchterlefs, mi- 
nifters, Mr Alexander Forbes, writer; Edinburgh, ruling 
elder j from the prefbytery of Fbl-dyce, Mr Andrew Skene 
at Banff, Mr James Dunbar at Boyndee, miniflers, Mr 
John Robcrtfon, writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder j from, 
the burgh of CuUeh, Mr John Rvfiell, junior ^ writer to 
the fignet; from the burgh of Banff, George Robinfon 
of Gafk, Efq; writer in Edinburgh ; and the Aflfembly 
added thereto Dr James Macknight, one of the miniflers 
of Edinburgh, in place of the Moderator; and all the 
members whofe commiflions had been rejected by the 
Aflembly on account of informality, viz. from the 
burgh of Tain, Robert Chalmers, Efq; from the burgh 
of Kirkwall, Mr George Home, baker in Edinburgh; 
from the prefbytery of Haddington, Mr Robert Scott 
at Haddington, Mr Andrew Nifbet at Garvat, Mr 
George Goldie at Atholftoneford, miniflers, Charles 
Brown of Coalflon, Efq; ruling elder; from the burgh 
of Jedburgh, Adam Ogilvie, Efq; advocate; from the 
burgh . of Wigton, Bailie James Torry, merchant, E- 
dinburgh^ from the burgh of Ayr, George Ferguflbn, 
Efq; advocate; to be Commiflioners of this General Afl 
fembly, to the effedt after mentioned; with power to 
the faid CommifGoners, or their quorum, which is here- 
by declared to be any thirty-ione of the faid Commiflion- 
ers, whereof twenty-one are always to be miniflers, to 
meet and convene within the Aflembly-houfe at Edin- 
burgh, the firfl day after the diffolution of this Aflem- 
bly, at ten of the clock in the forenoon; and thereafter, 
the.fecond Wednefday of Augufl, third Wednefday of No- 
vember, and the firfl Wednefday of March next to come, 
and oftener when and where they fhall think fit and con- 
venient, with power to the faid Commiflioners to chufe 
their own Moderator: And like wife, the General Aflem- 
bly fully empo1?^ers their faid Commiflioners, or their 
quorum above mentioned, to cognofce and finally deter- 
mine, as they fhall fee caufe, in every matter referred, 
or that fhall be referred to them, by an ad: or order of 
this Aflembly; and to do every thing contained in, and 
conform to the inflrudions given, or to he given by this 
Aflembly ; and to advert to the interefl of the Church 
on every occafion, that the Churc)i, and prefent efla- 
blifhment thereof, do not fiifFer or fuflain any prejudice 
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which they can prevent, as they will be anfwerable r 
Provided always, that this general ckufe be riot e^tend- 

.ed to particular affairs or procefles before Synods or 
Priefbyteries, that are not of univerfal concern to, or in- 
fluence uppn the whole Church, And it is hereby ap- 
pointed, that no private procefles be determined, except 
at the four ftated diets ; and what ftiall be determined 
at one diet of the CommiiEon, with relation to private, 
caufes, fliall ht unalterablfe by any other diet thereof, 
and fhall ftand and continue in force till difapproven of 

* by the General Aflembly. And the Aflembly renews 
the inftrudlipns given by the General AHembly in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and feventeen to their 
Commiflion, and appoints the fame tO' ftand in full force, 
as.inftru6lions to the Commifllohers before named, and 
to be obferved by them in all points, as if the fame werie 
fpecially here, infert ; and that they enquire into the pu- 
blifliing and (preading of books and pamphlets, tending 
towards the promoting of opinions* of whatever kind j^ 
inconfiftent with our Cot^effion 0/ Faith; and that the re- 
commenders of fuch books or pamphlets, or the errors 
therein contained, whether by word, writ, or print, be ^ 
called before the faid Commiflion to anfwer for the fanie. 
And further, the faid Commiflion is hereby empowered 
to receive any references and appeals that fliall bfe made 
to them from Synods, in matters of do6trine, and ripen 
fuch affairs for the next General Aflembly ; and to con- 
tribute what they can to the fup^relfing of vice and im- 
morality, and give all needful advice and afliftance to 
Synods and Prefbyteries, upon application to them for 
that end : Likewife to take care that the impreffiohs of 
the Holy Scriptures ^ the Confejj^n of Faith^ and Caiecbtfmsj 
and fuch books as are authorifed by this Church, rela- 
ting to the dodbrine, worfliip, difcipline, and government 
thereof, be corredt ; and . give diredlions about printing 
the fame. And the Commiflioners are appointed and 
empowered to keep a correfpondence with the Committee 
for Reformation of the Highlands and Iflands, for fup- 
preffing Popery and fuperftition, and for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a reforma- 
tion in thefe parts, and give afliftance and concurrence 
therein; and, if need be, to apply to the Government 
for a proper remedy and fpeedy redrefs. And the faid 
Commiflioners are hereby ftrid:ly prohibited and difchar- 
ged to meddle in any other matters than what are com-^ 
mitted and referred to them as above mentioned:. And„ 
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in all their adingSi they are to proceed accordiog to the 
a£ls and ccmfUtution of this Churchy and to do iMthing 
contrary thereto^ or to the prejudice of the fiune; decla<- 
ring, that, in and for all their adings^ they (hall be ac- 
countable to, and cenfurable by .the new: General Ai^ 
fembly, as they ftxall fee caufe* And the General Af^ 

' fembly appoints the faid Commiilioners particularly to 
obierve the ads of the General Ailemblies one thoufand 
fevfen hundred and twelve, and one thouiand (even hun- 

^ dred and nineteen, refpedting the application of the 
public money j which two ad:s are printed among the 
Ad;s of Aflembly one thoufand feven hundred and fixty- 
one. And this Commifllon is to continue and endure 
until another Commiifion be appointed; and members 
are required to attend the diets of the faid Commiifibn; 
and abfents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, accord* 
ing to the 17th Ad: of the General Aflembly held in the 
year one thoufand (even hundred and fix* And for the 
better fecuring of a quorum, and attendance of members 
on the Cotnmiffion, the General Aflembly prohibits the 
Prefbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Preftytery within 
twelve tniles thereof, to meet on any of the days or weeks 
appointed for the meeting of this Gommiflion( and fuch 
of the members of thefe Prefljyteries as are on the Gom« 
miflion, are required, all of them, to give attendance on 
the diets thereof; and the Prefliyteries at a greater di* 
ftance, who have four or more members on the Commit 
flon, are to take care, that at leaft two of them attend 
each diet of the fame: And the General AHembly ap- 
point their Commifllon, at their firft meeting, to difculs 
as many of the caufes and queflions relative to the fettle* 
ment of vacant Churches, which are or fliall be referred 
to them by the Aflembly, as they caij overtake. And it 
is further provided, that when any Prefbytery or Synod 
of this Church fliall decline to comply with the ientence 
of the Commiflion, or to give the fame a full execution^ 
in that cafe the Commifllon is hereby prohibited to exe<* 
cute the fame, by appointing any fuch correfpondent 
meeting, as has been fome time the practice, but fliall 
allow the fame to lie over to the enfliing Aflembly, to 
which fuch Prefl>yteries or Synods fliall be aniwerable for 
fuch their condud:, and are hereby appointed to fend up 
with their CommiflLioners their reafbns for the fame. 
And that in pafllng their fentences, and in ordering the 
execution of the fame, they ftriftly obferve the 12th A6t 
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of lie Aflembly one thouiand feren hundred and thirty- 
fix. 



VII. 

Interim Aft and Overture concerning Or- 
dained Affiftants. 

Edinburgh, May 29. 1784^ 

THE General Afleioably having cbniidered the report 
of their Committee, appointed to take Under their 
confideration the reference from the Synod of Glafgow 
and Ayr, concerning ordained affiftants ; are of opinion, 
That both the Minifter of the parifh, and his ordained 
affiftant and flicceflbr, ought to be conftituent members 
of the Kirk-Seflion 5 that in the Prelby tery and Synod, 
either of them who is prefent, may deliberate and vote ; 
that if both are prefent, thefe privileges belong to the 
Minifter of the parifh only ; and that eitlfer of them is 
capable of being elected a Member of the General Af- 
fembly, but not both of them in one year. And agreed 
to ena<^ the fame as an Interim Adt, and to tranfmit it 
as an Overture for the confideration of Prefbytcries. 



vin. 

Relblution concerning Mstrriages. 

Edinburgh^ May 2g.^jy%4,. 

THE General Aflembly do refolve. That no Seflion- 
clerk in this Church, proclaim any perfbns in or- 
der to marriage, until he give intimation to the Minifter 
of the parilh in a writing, dated and fubfcribed by him, 
of the names, defignations, and places of refidelice of the 
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parties to be proclaimed j and obtain the faid Minifter's 
leave to make tlie faid proclamation, with certification, 
that if any certificate of proclamation of banns is given, 
without obferving the above order, the faid certificate 
fhall be held as a falfe certificate j and the Seflion-clerk 
who fubfcribes it, fhall be cenfured accordingly j and in 
cafe of a vacancy, the above intimation is to be made to 
two of the Elders of the parifii ; and that this Refolution . 
be printed in the AAs of this Ailembly ^ and appointed 
the clerks to tranfiotiit copies of this their Refolution to 
the feveral Prefbyteries, ta be by them tranfinitted to 
the Selfions of the pariihes within their bounds, in order 
to its being obferved. 



IX. 

Recommendation refjpefting Ordination to 
the Office of a Minifter, without rela- 
tion to a particular Charge, 

Edinburgh y May ^i. l^^/^• 

THE Committee appointed to confider the Overture 
reipetSting ordination to the office of a Minifter; 
without relation to a particular charge, reported as fol- 
low : Having carefully confidered^ the faid Overture, 
find that matter .attended with fo many difficulties, that 
they are not ripe to propofe to the General Ailembly 
:any precife rules concerning it, fit for being pna6ted in- 
to flanding laws ; arid can only move^ That the Aflem- 
bly Ihould, in the mean time, recommend it to Prefby- 
teries to be cautiouis in granting ordination to fuch per- 
fons as have neither a fixed charge, nor a reafonable pro- 
fpeA of fuch provifion as may enable them to fupport 
the minifterial charaAer ; and that no Prefbytery grant 
ordination to any perfon who has a near proved: of re- 
moving from the boimds of that Prefbytery into ano- 
ther, from whom he may, in due time, receive ordina- 
tion, if it Ihall by them be found neceflary or proper- 
WhicJi being coDiidered by the General Ailembly, they 
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approved thereof, and do recommend accordingly, and 
order this Recommendation to be printed in the A6ls of 
. this Aflembly. 



■ %. ,■'. . , , ■ 

A new Overture refpe&ing the Ordina- 
tion of Elders- 

Edinburgh^ May 31. 1784. 
TT7HEREAS, great irregularities have crept into t;he 
.yV Church, with refpedt to the ordination of Elders,, 
the General Aflembly overtures, That it be enacfted. 
That no Minifter ftiould fet . apart any perfon to the of- 
fice of Elder in his congregation, who has not a fixed re- 
fidence in the parilh, or .who is not an heritor in the pa- 
rilh ; it being the true meaning and intent of this Over- 
ture, to prevent Elders being ordained in congregations 
who are in nowife connecSled with them : And it being un- 
derftood, that any city or town, where there are more 
congregations than one, fhall be held as one parifh, fo 
far as relpeds the purpofe of this Overture, 

XL 

Aft appointing the Diet of the next 
General Aflennibly, 

THE next General Aflemhly of this National Church 
is appointed to be held within the New Church 
Ayle of Edinburgh, on Thurfday the 19th day of May^ 
in the year 1785. 

ColleSed and extradted from the Records of the Ge- 
neral AJfemblyy by 

lAMES MACKNIGHT, CI Eccl. Seat. 
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May 20, 1784. Sfjf ift. 

AFTER fermon by the Reverend Dr Henry Grieve, 
miniiler of the C}o]5)el at Dalkeith, Moderator of 
the laft General Aflembly, the Minifters and I3der$ 
convened .in the Aflembly-houlfej. afld, ^Wi^ fH^ft^er 
by the faid Dr Henry Griew; the i^^ftfiaWj^-jfA^eceed- 
ed to the choice of a Moderator, Wfe*» I>r ©r^^ 
po&d Dr John Dryitlakr; one olf* d^^cd^ni^lefr^ Edin- 
burgh, and Dr John MTarlane, Htst^Mif tifci Mittflftfers 
ofCanangatc, as candidates fbr the '<5hair^ aiici^'tfee 
roll being called, and votes manked, it carriBiS fty a 
great majority, Dr l>ryfdale/ Tlifc AflemW^^ tJbiite- 
fore made choice of tbe faid Df ;^n D^ymafe tb^ W 
their Moderator; and he, at the Aflembly'fr' dfefirt, 
took the chair. Againft which eleftion, feveral mem- 
bers jprotefted, as iHqg&I and unconftitutional. 

The King's Commilfion to the Right Honourable' David 
Eari of Levoi, to repr^^^at his Majefty'S Ridyal Per- 
fon, read^ and ordered to tfe itii^oitled« - 

The King's moft gracious Lettca- to xhfe Aflembly, read, 
,and ordered to be recorded. 

The Commiffioner^i ipeech at oj^fiing this Afleitobfy, 
and the Moderator's ipeech in ret«tfft therfeto./ • 

His Majcfty's Royal warrant ibr L. rooo Sterling, deli- 
vered to the Aflembly by his Oracc the Goflttniflioner, 
read, and ordered to be r^orded. ' 

At requeft of Dr Geofge Wilhart, one ^f the prmcipal 
clerks of Aflembly, the Aflemblvunanimoufly appoint- 
ed Dr James Macknight, one of the minifters of Edin- 
burgh, as afliftant clerk, during all the diets of this 
Aflembly, and the commiflicms thereof; aild he took 
the oath dejideli, 

H A 
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A Committee named for anfVering the King's moft gra- 
cious Letter. 

The fame Committee named to draw up an Addrefs to 
his Majefty, on the birth of a Princefs, and the reco- 
very of her Majefty from her late dangerous illnefs. 

A Committee named for revifing the commiffions to the 
members of this Ailembly, cenfuring abfents from the 
diets thereof, naming minitten to preach before his 
-Oracc the ^ng'sXommiflioner, and receiving in lifts 
of the probationers in the feyeral prefl>yteries, in order 
to their being recorded. 

A Committee for overtures named. 

A Committee for bills, references and appeals named. 

Adjournment. 

• • . ' • • ' * 

- / ' ; '•' • ' ,' . ^oy 21. 1784. Sejf. 2flC 

Sedejnmt.,.- 

A diet fpeiit.in pyaye?. 1. '' ' 

NeW;4;9i^D]3q|iSoii)^ . ) ■ .- 

AGc yiL of Ail^mbiy 1^718, for the better difpatch of 
the tu^Befe of^rthfe Aflembly^ read, and the obferva- 
ti^|i; tJbeceof enjoiji^d. 

IVfinifliers named tp' pre&ch before his Grace the Commif- 

Thi; ffOin^^itteefor U<(rerture8 and bills appointed to meet 

(thif ey^nii^g in tj^iroifual places^ 
AdJQUpii^fint.. 

.L.. * JVfojr 22. 1784. 5^3//. 

Sederunt.; , ' •' 

Reafbps of proteft agaitft Dr Dryfdalc's eledkion ais Mo- 
derator of this Aflembly, given in, and openly read, 
and ordered to^lje in retentis. To which proteftation 
feveral members adhered. 

The. report of the; Committee for overtures called for^ 
given in, and r^ad* 

The draught of an.anfwer to the King's moft gracious 
Letter to this AflemWyj brought in and approved; 
and his Grace the Gommiflioner^ at the Aflembly's re- 
queft, undertakes to tranfinit the fame to his Ma- 
jefty. 

The draught of an Addrefs to his Majefty on the birth 
of a Princefs, and the recovery of her Majefty from 
her late dangerous illnefs, brought in, and approved ; 
and his Grace the Commiflioner, at the Ailembly's 

requeft. 
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requeft, undertakes td • traofimt; the fame to his Ma- 
jelly. 

The commiflwn from the pi^lbytery: of: Haddington re- 
jedted, becaufe it wants, the wojrds,, ^^ and. appoint ;^^ and 

• the Commiflioners names ordered to be expunged from 
the rolL .; .; . . - : * 

The coniiderati<Hi of the objedion) tq. the commiifion 
from the prefbytery of Ayr delayed. ^ - - 

The commiffion from the burgh of Jedbuj^h rejeded, . 
becaufe tih^re yrext not ten free days:betwedi the re- 
folutipn ^d> the day ofjele^ionj^^nd the Commif- 

' lioner's naaj^, ordered tab© expunged from the; rplt. 
■ TJ>ecoinmi%>nfrom.tlM,bBrghQr becaufe. 

' the minufe of ]^<^ion,ia extr^ed by a perfon, who 
Jifi? not^^djeca^^ h^ fnbfcription- the woffd ckrA\ 

• gin^ tKe,Cqinmiffioner's\^ Ordered to be e^qpungied 
^ip(yB,the^j9UV^ ;: :^ ; . ;'.; . - ' 

The:co;0rmi|lwn,fr the><bUt^ of Wigton rejecaed^ Ibe-- 
^fiaufe of various Jj^Q^ lA thfilpommUBon;. and 

.ihe Commi^fl^ c^rder^d to be lexpsmgied from' 

tnerpll* ... > : -: • - ' ^ ' —. 

The commLflion from the burgh of Kirkwall rejcdfed,. 
.^.becaufe therein the kirVr^ieilion istnot defignied) before/ 
which it was laid for attefisttion >\i]|d . the; Gommir- 
fioner's name ordered to be expunged fromilie roHi» , 

The commiffion from the burgh of Tain rejedled, be-^ 
cauf? the election was. i(U)t made within the time li^ 
mlted by aft of Afleihbly;. and the Commiffioner's. 
pame ordered to be expunged from thfiT^,; . 

The confideration of the objection to the elder from die 
preljbytery of North Ifles delayed, till. the gentleman 
appears to claim his feat in this AflemMy. 

The roll of eaufes tranfmkted by the Committee of bills,, 
..called for^ produced and read.. 
, Refpived to confider the petition for. Mr Patrick Wod- 
row, anent the atteftationjof the commiffion fix>m the 
jrefbytery x)f Ay r, firft on Monday,. 

An appeal of Mr John Kennedy, minifler of Terregles, 
againft a fentence of the Synod of Dumfries, affirming^ 
feveral fentences of the prefbytery of Dumfries, heard y. 
the caufe renjitted to the piefbytery of Dumfries, with 
an opinion, that their inferting Mr Kennedy's promife 
in their minutes was improper; and with inflrudtioiis 
tp the prefbytery to flrengthen Mr Kennedy's hands 
in the exercife of his miniflry^ and with an admbnir 

tion. 
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tion to him to accommodMe himfelf to the ftate of his 
parifh. 

A Gommittee lumed to fevife the record of the aftihgs 
and prace<9dii^ of the commUBon of the late Gene* 
.raI.Memhlj* 

A Conunittee named to revife the record of the actings 
and fdroceeditigs of the Committee appointed by laft 

- -Allembly, for managing the Royal Bomity for the Re- 
formation of the Highl^JMls and (flandsf. 

A Committee niamed to audite the Procurator aind A- 
genf $ acctmntSy coniider the ftate of die public mo- 
ney/ and prepare oi?emn-es about the fame. ' 

The Conunittee for overtufw^*c$mpowered to receivfe;in . 
.from the feveral members^ ^ any infirui^ionsgiTeii to 
thAm hy their re^diW Synods or 'Preihytencs^ .dkfs 
tbe matters dtetein conMified^ and prepare oyerhires 
thereupon to theAflembly; and receive lA, aftd'trcin- 
fider any account thae ftalt fte ^i;*te thfert of the ftite 
of the Gfaorch in tho ^431^ ISgM^di;.>partictllktIy 
concenung the growth of- Popefry^ afid fttperft^rc^^ 
and prepare overtures for preventing or fuppiieflin|;, 
thttwof/ . '\ V ''^;- • 

Thr Gciromittye £Dr bills <'a]:^iHted to meet on Mpxiday 
iimiabn)^db teii^o'clooftv * ' ^ ; 

Adidiumment^ ^ t> -i'-^ ''^ '\ . 

1 Mcy 24. 1764. Sef. 4/fc'" 

Sederaoi!.' ... ..-^^ ' • /' /^' ''■';'; 

Report of the Committed for overttnrfes produced iaiid 
lead. . ; ' r • I J . . * 

A motion made, to coniider to-mbrro\f the oveitures 
from the Synod of Gla(g6w and Ayr, ctmceming ^Sr,,, 
tibn^^, trlth reaibns 6f difient, and anftrers^ ajidlfe^ 
overture from the Synod of Perth and Stirliiig,, anent 
a repeal of the law of Patronage, and the revival of 
the AA ^696; which motidii tiFas obtetftcd *to;:;and 
the roll being called, and votes market!, it carriied tth , 
wwrroi». The General AflemWy therefore agfeed'tb 
coniider theife overtures to-morrow j and alfo,, to con-, 
iidcr the overtures from the Synods of Aberdeen* and 
Ahgu« and Meams, at faid diet, if there be time. 

The Moderator appointed to name a Committee, to con- 
iider. of the better ordering of the Aflembly-houre) 
and the names of faid Committee to be read to-njfr- 
row* 

Report 
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Report of the Comn^ttee for bills called for, produceci 
and read. 

A Committee named to coi)fider the refereoce from the 
prefbytery of Dumblane, relating to Norrifton^ to re- 
port at a future diet. 

Rdblve to take up the caufe of Mr M^Intofh and the pa* 
rifh of Moy, as the firfl private caufe on Wednefday. 

.Synod-books called for. The S3Fnod-books of Gieneigv- 
Merfe and Teviotdale, and i^gus and Meams, pro- 
duced, and Committees af^inted to revile the i^ne} 
none of the other Synod-books were brought up^ Re- 
folved, that the reafons for their not being brought up 
be enquired mto. 

Petition for Mr Patrick Wodrow, anent the attefiation 
of the commiiGon from the prefbytery of Ayr heard. 
Found, thaty in this cafe^ there was no caidfe before 
the Ailembly ; and difiniiled Mr Wodrow^s complaint. 

A Committee appointed to. confider the reference from 
th^ Synod of Glafgow and Ayr, concerning CMxlained 
aifift^ts J to report to an after diet. 

The petition for Mr Alexander Duff, anent a marriage^ 
and the overture anent the mu^hrkm vagum^ referred 
to the fame Committee* 

The cauie of Dalton delayed till Tfaurfday, and the v^ole 
proof hitherto taken ordered to be printed. 

The Committee for bills, appointed to.meet to-morrow 
morning at nine o'clock.. 

Adjournment* '. 

Sederunt* 

A Conimittee named to confider the better ordermgof 
the Aflembly-houie, in confequence of the appoint* * 
ment erf* the former diet of Aflerably * 

Report of the Committee for bills called for, produced 
. and read.. . x 

Petition for Alexander Blair of St ThomasVwells, re- ^ 
ferred to the Committee appointed to confider the re- 
ference from the Prefl)ytery of Dumblane, anent the 
inhabitants of Norriflon. 

Agreeable to ye£lerday*s refolution, the Aflenibly pro- 
ceeded to confider the overtures^ from, the Synods of 
Glafgow and Ayr, and Perth and Stirling, relating to 
the repeal of the law of Patronage, ^r. 5 and after 
reafoning at great lengths two motions v were made,. 
. «nd ieconded, i^. To rejeA thefe overtures as inex- 

I ^pedient. 
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pedient^ i^ bounded, wd ddngferdus, to the peace aad 
welfare of this Church : 2iio, That whereas, former 
Ai(&mfaites of the Church haye, in ibong Jterms, de- 

. clared the law of Patronage to be a grieyafloce ; amd 
the annual inflru^tions to the Comminion.af ei'^ery 
Affembly bear, that the -domniiffion ane to embrace, 
erery favoumble oppoarttraky that may occur, to ob- 

..Jtain relief &om th^igxieyance ; and whereas, in many 
part^ of Scotland, the I'igOffouS'CaDeiKife of ithis law has 
been felt, imd compLaioed of as .produdire of mod 
unhappy confbquences boiii to <3hurch and State ; 
from all lyhich, fame ai&eration.Qf the prefent Haw 
appears to be requifite ; yet, as ditflfeoent ieiitimesits 
are entertained upon dus Xiibje& ; ifliemfore, witb a 
view that tihe ndnds ^ thofe chiefly inteiiefled may be 
icnown, Tliat the General Aflembly dp recoauaeiid 
the coniidesacion of thi^ jgaiatter to Prdbyteiies, or- 
daming them *Xo coniiik, in tthe moft prudent and ifet*'. 
fped^&l manner, with tbi Nd^lemenai^ .Gentlemen 
of landed property^ with tke MagiArates and Town- 
Councils of fiurghs wUhLn dieir bounds, persons rhief-* 

, iy concerhad iipon.iibe points specified in this motion ; 
and after deliberation, tranfmit th^npinions theyfaare 
received to the next Onsneral Ailembly, that it may' 
be known, 'wiiat the ientiments of the Gentlemen of 
landed intereft, and daueir conftitnents, looce ; tliac thus 
the Aflembly iliay be enabled to regulate tlieir pro- 
cedure, upon a fubjed; fo interefting to the pdblic at 
large, and to this Church in particular, tsfc. It was 
prnpoijbd, th^ ^ocie ftat;e of the vote be Rgea, or Not ^ 
another ftate alfo was propofed, viz. RejeS^ or Gonfilt. * 
After reafoningion the ^ate pf die vote, the Aflembly ^ 
agreed, that the £bte of the vote be, Rejcity or Noty it 
being underftood, that if it icarries Rejedl, the o^rer- 
tures be rej€&ed in tehhs of the .firft motion ; againii' 
which ftate of the vote, Mr Bryce Johnftpn protefted. 
The quiefikm being then piit, it carried by a great ma- 
jority, RjtjeS. The Ai&ipbly, therefore, rejeded tbeie 
Overtures as inexpedient^ ill founded, 'and dangerous 
to the peace and welfare pf this Church ; againft 
which, feveral members diflented. 

Agreed to take up die overtures from t^e Sjmods of 
Aberdeen, and Angus and Meams, as the firft bufi^ 
ne& to-morrow. . ^ 

A member gave intimation^ that he meant, at a future 
diet of this Aflembly, to move, That a claufe in the 

inftrudions 
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lnftru£t$0iis to the CtciAimfliori relative toFatronagc 
be altered. 

The CJommittees for revifing the Commiffion-book, the 
Royal Bouijty-book, and Synod-books, and the Com- 
mittee for reviling commiiliolDs appointed to meet to- 
«i©r-i?ow morning, between nine and ten; and the 
Committee on public accounts to-morrow erening at 
fix o'clock. 

Adjournment. . 

May 26. 1784. SeJ. 6tb. 

Sederunt. > 

So^ral members adhered to the protjcft of yefterday a* 
gainftAc ftate of the vote 'on the overtures, relating: 
to the repeal of the law of Patronage, efer. 

Several members alfo adhered to the diflfent againft the 
. decifioQ <if yefterday concerning dicfe overtures. 

The commffiffion from th^ burgfe of Wkk was read, and 
fuftaimed. -. * 

Agreeable t» a refi^lutic&a ef yefterday , the Aflembly pro- 
ceeded to itonfider the overtures ^frora the Synods of 
Abei^en, and of Ajagus and Meams. Two motions 
were made and feconded 5 i^. Do refolre. That it 
' docs not appear to this Aflembly, that there is any 
region for an innovatkm being made in the mode of 
fettling vacant parifhes ; 2dj That the overtures be 
reje<^ed without afligning any reafon. After reafcn- 
ing, the Afliembly appointed the ft*te of the vote ta 
be. Approve of the j^rjt mothm^ or, RejejS the overtures^ 
The queftion being put, it carried Approvt. The Af- 
fembly, therefore, approved of the firft motion.. A- 
gainft which> feveral members diflented. 

tJpon a motion, agreed. That the article which requrres 
theCommiftion to apply to Parliament at a coiivenient 
feaibn for deliverance frbm the grievance of Patron- 
age, be left out of the inftrud^ions to be given to thc: 
commiftionto be appointed by this Aflembly: 

Agreed to take up the caufe of Moy firft to-morrow,, 
and thereafter the caufe of Dalton, if there be time. 

Adjournment. 

May2y. i7«4. Seff.'jih. 
Sederunt.- 

Several members adhered to the diflient of yefterday, a- 
gainft the decifion on the overtures from the Synods* 
of Aberdcen,^ and Angus and Meams. 

Upon 
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Upon a motion, agreed to take in the petition of Mr Da- 
niel Rofe, at this meeting, if there be time. 

Reafons of diUbit againft the fentence pafled on Tuefday 
laft, rejecting the' -overtures from the Synod of Glaf- 
gow and Ayr, and the Synod of Perth and Stirling, 
given in, and openly read, and ordered to lie in re- 
tentis. 

The Committee on the reference concerning Norrifton, 
appointed to meet to-morrow morning, at half an hour 
after eight, in John's Coffeehoufe. 

The Procuratprj^ Agent, Clerks, and Printer*8 accounts 
produced, and ordered to lie on the table. 

An appeal of Mr James M^Intolh, minifter qf Moy and 
DalaroiQe, againft a fentence of the Prelbytery of In- 
vemefs, reftifing him an exculpatory proof. After 
reafoning, the appeal^ rejed:ed, becaui^ his reafona of 
appeal were not given in to the Prelbytery within the 
days appointed by aft of Aflembly. Council were 
then heard on the merits of the caufe > .and after long 
reafoning, the Aflembly waving the confideration of 
the fentences of the Synod of Moray, in refpedb that 
the additional proof taken by the Prefby terv' of Inver- 
ness, in^ confequence of the remit of laft Aflembly, was 
not before them } remit the whole caufe to the Prefby- 
tery of Invernefs, and appoint them to admit a proof 

' of iuch relevant exculpatory fa£ts and circumftances 
relating to the additional proof, as may be oflbred by 
Mr M^Intofli ; and appoint him to give in a cdndefcen- 

' dence of thefe fadts and circumftances to the Prefl>y« 
' tery of Invemefs, on or before the firft day of Auguft 
next ; and wpoint the faid Preft^ytery to give judg- 
ment upon the whole proof, according to the laws of 
this Church; and, in the mean time, fuipend Mr M'ln-^ 
toih from the exercife of his miniftry , till the final i£^ 
file of , this procefs^ recommending to the Prefl>ytery 
of Inverneu to take care, that, during that time, 
the ordin^cea of religion be difpenfed to thefe pa- 
riflies. 

Mr Daniel Rpfe not being prefent, the confideration of 
his complaint put off till a ftiture diet. 

A complaint of Mr James Lawfbn heard. The prefby- 
tery of Auchterarder. ordered to allow Mr Lawfon ftdl 
extracts of every thing on their record, relating to this 
caufe, fo f ar as he ftiail demand, and attefted copies of 
fuch papers as lie in rctentis, if he ihall demand them,. 

all 
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all orr or before ttie rith of Auguft next: And dir- 
mifled the othet articles of hk complaint* 

The Committee for overtures appointed to meet a quar- 
ter before eleven to-morrow, and the Committee far 
bills at half paft nme. 

Agreed to take in the caufe of Dalton fil^f! fe-rabrrow. 

Adjourtimerit. 

May 28. 1784, Sef 8/i5/ 

Sederunt* 

Reafons of proteft againft' the ftate of the vote concern- 
ing the ov'erturcs from the Synods of Glaigow and Ayr,, 
and of Perth and Stirling, which were confidered on 
Tnefday laft, given in, and openly tead, and ordered 
td lie iu refentis. 

Report of the Committee for ckffing overturfes, given in,: 
and read. 

After long reafoning on th6 overture concerning the of-; 
dination of Elders, a motion was made. That in re- 
gard fome expreffions in fatid overture are not fuffici- 
cntly definite^ a Committee be appointed to cotifider 
the fame, and report to this Aflembly on Monday .^ 
' Another motion was made, That if this matter be put 
to a vote, the ftate of th6 vote fhall be, ^ranfmt to 
TreJhjUrki^ or. Appoint a Committee. Arid the queftion 
being put, it carried Appoint. The Aflembly, there- 
fore, appointed a Committee to eonfider faid overture,, 
and report on Monday. 

Report of the Committee for biils caHed for, produced 
and read. 

Report of the Committee appointed to eonfider the Nor- 
rifton affair, called for, produced and read. Appro- 
ved, and the caufe remitted to the Pi^ocurator and A- 
gent, to be carried on at the public exptnce. 

Report of the Committee appointed to eonfideif the re- 
ference from the Synod of Glaigow atid Ayr, Qfi:. ; or- 
dered to lie on the table tilF to-morrow. 

An appeal of Dr William Bryden, minifter of the go^L 
at Dalton, againft feveral references of the Sjrnod of 
Dumfries. A petition for the Synod of Dumfries, and 
a petition for Robert Henderfon of Cleugh-head, and 
others, profecutors of Dr Bryden, heard. Dr Bryden^ 
withdrew his appeals. Thereafter, the Aflembly pro- 
ceeded to eonfider and judge of faid references. The 
feveral articles confidered one by one. As to the tfi\ 
The propriety of putting Ann Dalziel on oath. A- 

K greed-* 
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greed without a vote, not to put Ann Dalziel on oath. 
2d J As to the adjniflibility of Agnes Carruthers, as a 
witnefs in this cauie, on acc6unt of her being aunt to 
one of the purfuers, and aunt-in-law to another. Al- 
lowed her to be examined as a witnefs cum nota. yl^ 
And as to the admifllbility of Janet Gordon as a witnefs. 
Allowed her to be exanuned as a witnefs cum nota. 
The other points in this caufe delayed tilPto-mor- 
tbw. 
Adjournment. 

May 29. 1784. Sejf. gtb. 

Sederunt. * 

The report of the truftees of the widow's fimd calkd for, 

Dr Andrew Hunter, Prefes of the laft meeting of tru- 
ftees, delivered to the Aflembly feveral printeci copies 
of the Truftees report, containing an account of their 
proceedings iince laft Aflembly, and a ftate of the fund 
under their management ; and informed the Aflem- 
bly, That Iince the death of the late Dr Webfter, Ge- 
neral CoUe^or of the Minifters Widows Fund, the 
Truftees had unanimoufly eledted Dr James Macknight 
one of the minifters of Edinburgh, and Sir Harry Mon- 
crieff-Welwood, one of the minifters of St Cuthberts, 
to execute the office of General Colledlor, or Receiver 
of faid fund ; and requefted the Aifembly to approve 
and confirm the faid election. The General Aflem- 
bly having heard and confidered this part of the Tru- 
ftees report, did unanimoufly approve and confirm the 
faid Truftees eledlion of Dr James Macknight, and of 
Sir Harry MoncriefT-Welwood, to execute the office 
of General CoUedtor, or Receiver, of the fund efta- 
- bliflied for a provifion to Minifters widows, ^c. ; and 
appointed the Truftees report to lie on the table till 
Monday. 

A£b approving of the account of Mr William Robertfon, 
Advocate, Procurator for the Church, and exonering 

, and difcharging Mr Robertfon of the fum difburfed 
by him j and appointing, that he debit himfelf in his 
next account, with the fum of L. 30 : 16 : 9rV Sterling, 
being the balance due by Aim. 
Adt approving of the account of Mr George Caimicrofs,^ 
Agent for the Church, and exonering and difcharging 
Mr Cairncrofs of the fum difburfed by him ; and ap- 
pointing, that he debit himfelf in his next account,, 
with the fum of L. 3 : 7 : 4 Sterling, being the balance 

due 
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due by him. And further appointing^ that the news-, 
papers be continued as an article in the Agent^s an- 
nual account. ^ ^ 

The report of the Vrfitors^ of the Commiilion-reeord given 
in, and read, and the Commiifion's condu<Sk approved. 
The Aflembly^s thanks given from the Chair to the 
Moderator of the Commiilion, for their faithfulnefs 
and diligence in the af&irs committed to them,-aqd 
the record ordered to be attefted. 

The report o£ the Committee for naming the members 
of the Commiilion of this Aflembly , and preparing in- 
ftrudtions for them, given in, and approved of. 
^ The former appointment of a coUedtion for defraying 
the expence of tranflating, 6^r. the Bible into the 
Gaelic language, renewed on thoie pariihes who have 
negledled to make faid coUedtion. 

The Synod-book of Angus and Meams ordered to be at- 
tefted. * 

Synod-books not produced, ordered to be brought up to 
next Aflembly. 

The Committee on the Enzie fund renewied. The tranf- 
adlipn with the Duke of Gordon ratified > and the 
Committee authoriied to order the building of a pro- 
per church, &fr. 

Report of the Committee appointed to confider the over- 
ture anent ordained afliftants called for, given in, and 
read. Agreed to tum> that report into an interim ai9:,, 
and to tranfinit it as an overture for the confideration 
of prefbyteries. — Vide printed A6ts. 

Report of the Committee appointed to confider the peti- 
tion and complaint of the prelbytery of Peith, refpedl- 
ing the condud of the clerk of the kirk-fefllon of E- 
dinburgh called for^ given in, and read. Agreed to 
appoint the Procurator for the Church to enquire in- 
to the circumftances of the particular c^fe which was 
under the confideratioil' of the Committee j and if he 
finds them fiich as to warrant a proiecution againft the 
feflion-clerk of Edinburgh, that he be authorifed to 
carry on a procefs before the competent courts againft 
the faid felEon-clerk, at the public expence. Further 
refolutions agreed to with refped; to marriages, to be 
tranfm^tted to prefljyteries, and by them tranfmitted 
' to the feflions of the pariihes within their bounds. — 
Vide printed Adls. 

The Committee on the overture refpedling the ordina-> 
tion to the. office of a minifter, without relation to/ a 

particulaB' 
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particular charge^ appointed to meet at half paft nine 
on Monday morning. 

The Committee on the better ordering the Aflemblj- 
hoiife, to meet at ten o*clbck on Monday morning. 

Report of the Ck>mmittee on new eredtions to be called 
for on Monday. 

Proceeded to confidcr the remaining points in the caufe 
<xf Dalton. Mr Hendcrfon^s appeal from the fentence 
of the prefby tery of Locbmaben^ refufing feme of the 
libellers to withdraw their names from the libel, with- 
drawn. The fentence of the Synod of Dumfries, re- 
fufing decifion on tihe whole caufe in the prefent ftate 
of the procefs, affirmed. The proof on the part of the 
pur^rs declared not concluded, with the aximiflion 
and examination of the witnefies wbofe admiifibility 
has been already determined. The Ailembly then pro- 
ceeded to coniider Mr Henderfon's appeal from the 
fentence of the prefbytery of Lochmaben, refufing eo 
read the minutes of prefbytery of the 6th erf April, on 
the 6th of May J and after reafoning, found. That in 
veipedt the purfbers did not appear before the prefby- 
t&ry on the 6th of April, and appeal againft die fen- 
tence then pranounced, the purfoers were not entitled 
on the 6th of May to enter iuch an appeal; and that 
the prefbytery of Locbmaben did right in refufing on 
the 6th of May to read the minute of the 6th of A- 
pril: Therefore, affirmed the fcijtence of the prefby- 
tery of the 6th of May, aad difmiiTed the appeal : Rc- 
ferving to the purfiiers to apply to the prefbytery for 
an a6t and commifGon for examining witnefies in Eng- 
land and Ireland, as they fhould fee caufe« 

Agreed to take in the catife of Cathcart firft <m Mon- 
day. 

Thfc complaint of Mr Daniel Rofe, minifter of Ding- 
wall, complaining of the Synod of Rofs, for aUowing 
the prefbytery of Tain to take Mr James Dallas on 
trials, in order to his being licenfed a probationer of 
this Church, heard. The fentence of the Synod re- 
verfedj and the preiby tery of Tain, or any other pref- 
bytery of this Church, difcharged to take the faid Mr 
James Dallas on trials, until he produce certificates of 
his having either given clofe attendance on the Divi- 
nity Hall for the ipace of four years, or certificates of 
his having continued to profecute the ftudy of Divi- 
nity for fix years, in terms of the hiSt of Ailembly 

Agreed^' 
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Agreed, after the caufe of Cathcart, to take up the canfe 
of Melrofe on Monday, and after that Mr Fortuoe^s 
caufe, if there be time. 

Adjournment. ^ 

. May 31. 1784. Seff. uli. 
Sederunt. 

Reafons of diflent againft the deciiion on the overtures 
from the Synods of Aberdeen, and Angus and Meams, 
given in, arid openly read, and ordered to lie in re^ 
tentis. 
The report of the Truftees for managing the fund for a 
provifion to minifter*s widows, ^c. containing a ftate 
of the fund under their management, and an account 
of their proceedings fince laft AQembly, again called 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the feparate regi- 
fter for that purpofe. 
The report of the Vifitbrs pf the Royal Bounty-record^ 
called for ; the conduift of the Managers approved of,, 
and their book ordered to be attefted. 
Committee named for rrianaging the Royal Bounty this 

year, with a commifCon and inftrudtions to them. 
The Synod-book of Merfe apd Teviotdale ordered to be 

atteft^ed. 
The report of the Committee for the better ordering of 
the Aflembly-houfe was given in, read, and approved 
of. . 

The report of the Committee appointed to confider the 
overture concerning the ordination of minifters with- 
out a particular charge, called for, given in, and read, 
approved of, ^rid ordered to be printed among the 
Ads of Aflembly. Vide Printed Ads. 
The new overture anent the ordination of elders, called 
for, given in, and read ; appointed to be tranfmitted 
to Prefbyteries for their coniideration. Vide Printed 
Afts. 
The report of the Committee for erecting new parrlhes 
in the Highlands and Iflands, read ; and a new Com- 
mittee appointed to attend to this important affair. 
The report of the Committee on the window and houfe- 
tax given in, and read, and Committee continued; 
thanks ordered to the Right Honourable Mr Dundas, 
and Mr Ludovick Grant, j^W/br, for tneir good offices 
in this affair. 
The Procurator authorifed to pay L^ 20 Sterling to the 
reprefentatives of Mr Robert Lumfden of Auchen- 

L dore. 
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dore^ foF which he had formerly been ranked as a 
creditor on the public funds. 

The account of ftationary-ware due hf Ae clei^ to 
John and Elphinfton Balfours ordered to be paid. 

The ^ account of Mr James Dickfon, Printer for the 
Church, ordered to be paid. 

Qn a motion, recommended td the Committee on the 
* Koyal Bounty, in ref|>e6l of the particular circum- 
kances of th^ imited pariflres of Moy and Dalaroifie, 
and the ftate of the country, to gir^ ^hat affiftance iis 
in their power to the Prefbytery of Invemefs, for ha- 
ving the ordinances of religion difpenied to the peofJe 
of diefe pai^ifhes, till the meeting of nest Ail^bly. 

An appeal at the infianc.e of Colin Rae, £(q> of Little 
Govan, patron of the pari& of Cathcare, and others, 

, againft a fentence of the Prefbytery of Olafgow, re- 
fufing to fuftain a call in favour of Mr Robert BmcKa- 
nan at Lefinaihago, to the parifh of Cathcart, heard > 
the fentence of die Prefbytery reverfitd, and the call 
fuilained, and the Prefbytery of Glafgow appMnted to 
jfMroeeed in a procefs of traxi^Ortation of Mr Bucha- 
nan, ffom Lefinahago to Gathcart, with all convement 
. fpeed^ according to the rales of the Churchw ' 

The overture from the Synod of Perth and Stirling, con- 
cefnifiig the peuroehkl fchoolmafters of Scotland, read. 
The Aflembly declare^ That die paTochisU fckootraa- 
fters are a body of men who have been highly ufipful 
in difiufing knowledge and learning among the people 
of Scotland ; and that^ m the opcnioii of this Afiem* 
bly, their preient provi£on for maitttenance is gene- 
rally too fmall, and therefore that they deferve far- 

• ther encouragement from the public. 

The caufe of Melrofe^ and Mr Fortune's caufc, and all 
other eaufes befbve this Aflembly, and not determi- 
ned by them^ and canfes remitted by former Aflem- 
blies, and not determined, referred to the Commif- 
fion, with power to them to judge and finally deter- 
mine therein* 

Lift of probationers produced^ and ordered to be re- 
corded. 

Proteftations admitted* 

A Committee liamed to revife the minutes of the Aflem- 
blies proceedings, at this and all the other diets there- 
of, and to pitch upon fuch of the adts of Aflembly 
as are to be ftanding rules, in order to their being 
printed. 

The 
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I 

The minutes of this federunt were read ; the xmnutes of 

former federunts being read at the diets fubfequent 

thereto. 
The Moderator's £peech to the General Afl[bmbly and 

his Majefty*s Commiflioner. 
The X^ord Commiflioner*s fpeech to the Aflembly. 
Ad; appointing next General Aflembly of this Church to 

meet on May 19. 1785. 
The Aflembly concluded with prayer, fingiog a pfahn, 

and pronouncing the blefling. 
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ACTS 
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Begun at EtCttburvb, the 19th Day of May 1785, and 
concluded the 30U1 May laid year. 



I. 



The King's Commiffion to David Earl 
of Leven produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. 



Edinburgh, May ig, iy9 5. 

THE General Ailembly of this National Church 
being convened and conftitut^d, there was pro- 
duced to them, by the Right Honourable Da- 
vid Earl of Lbven, the King's Gommiilion, 
fealed with the Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union 
to be kept and ufed in Scotland^ in place of the Great 

Seal 
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'St2i\ oi Scotland^ making and conftituting him his Maje- 
Jfty's H)gh Commifltewet and Refrcfentative in ;this Af- 
fembly; which Comi4iffion was jpijflicly read ^ith all 
due honour and refpe^, and oroelred to be recorded in 
the Books of Aflembly* ., The, tenor whereof follows : 

GEORGIUS, Dei graiiaj Magme Britanma^ Francia^ 
et Hibernia Rix% J^dei Defe^f-'i Offini0ki pnbis, h6^ 
\ minibus^ id ^uos pfjfe^iis tttera hyH-d^ pt^eritt'ihty Saluienu 
^andoquidem nos conjiderantes^ quod generalis ecclejia . Scotia 
conventus in decimutn nonufM ^em ^<iii firoximi convcnire ordl-- 
nattts fuit ; nofque etiatn dbundc cupidiy quinetiam neceffarium ejfe 
jWilT^utes in\to^hmodum diGtB cccleji^^ ^ idem gemfalis ccc^tfr^ 
cmilkptus difij^iituto debBeiobfervettfr^atque rtbhtmagni ^o^ 
menti nos alio vocantibus^ diSlo conventui pcrjohdtiier inUreffe 
nequimus ; nofque abunde fatisfaSi de fidelitate et fufficientia 
[fidelijfwii et dileEliJftmi nq/lri cw/unguineiy Davidis Coniitis dc 
Leven, quod ad fummum munus fupremi nojiri Commiffionarii 
ad di6ium generalem xonventum rite ^xercepdum et^ obeuntbim 
ufcfutqAaque jit hijlruths : Noteritis ^itur^ Hot nominij/e^ ^if^ 
Jiituijfe^ et ordinajfe^jicuti nos tenore prafentium^ nominamus^ cort" 
Jlituimus^ et ofdinamus^,memoratum.,JideliJpmuni etpradileStiffi-^ 
mum y)i)J}rum conjangutyieu^ Daviderti uaiHitfem de L^Vefl,' 
fupremum nojirum Comm^oharhiAt di^o "g^nifdli icclejia ScO" 
tia conventui^ dando et concedendo illi plenam nojiram potefia^ 
Tem\ immiffiontm^ rt w a rr an tumy fMngm -m/lram ptzfimam et 
auSloritatem regalemrepra/entandi^ etprafeniiam no/iramfupplen^ 
di^ et locum nojirum in diSo fubfequente generali conventu^ tan^ 
quam Commijftonario nojlro ad hunc effeSlum Jpecialiter confti^ 
tutOy tenendij omniaque alia ad imperium et munus Commif^ 
Jibnarii pro genendi ^ecclejia rqnventu J>eragendiy tarn plene at 
niteYey-^itMs r^iM, lihcMi '^thd hMs ^lifHt^ 
nefis fdCifUti ^Iqurt^tempdref^stirits^ ^H^^ 

'que omnia etftngula qua di£ius David Cq^Tie^ de Leven tn bac 
no/Ira commijftone profequenda legitime fettrtt;^k jU'ri br^ffttov^- 
r/V, nosjirmiter approbamus^ et babituri fumus. Omnibus etjtn^ 
gulis infuper diSa ecclejia et conventus pajloribus^ et prejbyteris 
caterifque quibufcunque^ intra illam partem Magna Britannice 
Scotiam vocatam^fubditis no/Iris^ c jiifcunque gradus J^u qualita^' 
tisj ut di£lo David] Cpmiti d'e. LeWri/Z^/i^to^wi ^j&r<?;»o 
nojin 'CtrhfHiffibnarioy Moad ifft&um tt mdum fuptk'rbent^nd^ 
tufn^ rWkreihtthr^dghbjcdfif\bv^^ ihan^ 

dathtii'et p^a'dpirhiis .: ^Atijue hartc ndflrafn "iedntfmffhiiem a di£lo 
dicim itoHo die Mail froiiiyhi iitcipetTj et fh ti^ore eff^ et deinceps 
Jtiriintefu8feiiuentc/ejlbtiedi£ti gtn&idh vonvetttus eontinuare^ 

deikfiikus^j 
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dcctartmus^ vel ufqne dum a nobis revocaKtur^ ct exonerabi^ 
fur. In cujus ret teftmonium^ prafentihus^ SigiJlum no^ 
Jlrumfier unionis traSatum cuftodiend. tt In Scotia^ vice et loco 
Magni Sigilli ejufdem utend. ordinat. appendi mandayimus; 
apud aulam nojtram apud St Jameses ^ dccimo quarto die men/is 
JpriUs^ anno Domini miUefmofeptingenteJimo et oBogefimo^uinto^ 
regnique nq/lri anno vigefimo-quinto. Per fignaturam manu 
S. D. N. regis fuprafcript^ 

n. 

The King's moft gracious Letter to the 
General Affembly, prefented to them 
by his Majefly's Commiffioner. 

G E ORDER. 



RIght Reverend and Well-beloved, We greet you, 
well. The attention which you have (hewn to the 
great caufe of Religion and Virtue, and the proofs you 
have given of your duty, loyalty, and attachment, to Our 
Perfon and Government, have a jull claim to Our Royal 
ProteAion. We, therefore, have great fatisfac^ion in 
renewing, upon the prefent occafion. Our aflurances of 
a conftant refolution to fupport and maintain, the Church 
of Scotland, as by Law eilablifhed, in 'the perfect enjoy- 
ment of her Rights and Privileges. ' 
We cannot too warmly recommend to you the conti- 
nuance of that harmony which will give dignity to your 
proceedings ; and that, avoiding all narrow, diftindions, 
private animofities, and perfonal altercations, you con- 
fine your deliberations to the great and laudable work 
^of promoting Chriftian Virtue, and difcouraging every 
tendency to vice and immorality, a fyftem of conduct: 
that cannot but be acceptable to Us, and of permanent 
advantage to the Church of Scotland. 

B We 
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We haTtj again made choice of Our. Right Twfty. and 
Right Wellrbeloved^Goufin, Dawd-Earlof I^veov to.r«»- 
pfttfent OncRoyal Perfon. iti thi « Ailmbly,. beJAg. well, 4k- 
tiafied o£ his ioyalty,. integrity and ?«al for Our Sexvicc, 
and-of hisvparttcular a0e<%toa forthe Chm:<^ Q^Scpt^Hod;; 
ib that Que appointing him; to phat hi^. asd. impofe^sini: 
Office cannot but be agneeable tp youij,. apid, W^.tisufi;^ 
that this Meeting will be concluded: witj^i i^^. fflfla^. uj^ 
anlmity and brotherly affection, which have diftinguifh- 
ed your former AiBeniblies j and fo We bid you heartily 

Given at Our Court at St James's, the 6th day 
of May 1785,. in the twenty-fifth year of 
Our Reign. 

% his M»je(ly 'S QMn^.apd,t 

SYDNEY. 



The General Affenably*§ Anfwer tQ tji^p 
King's moft gracious Letter. 



May it plto/e your Maje/ly^ 

THE very gracious letter with which your M^fty 
hath honoured this meeting of the National Auem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland, was received with the re- 
fpedl and gratitude <lue to fuch a diflinguifhing proof of 
your Royal FaVour, 

The fatisfadion which your Majefty is plea^d to exr 
prefs with otur attention to the great caufc of ReHgioi;! 
and Virtue, and with our duty, loyalty, and attachment, 
to your Majefty's Perfbn and Government, is a frefh an4 
very powerful motive to induce us w apply ourfelves, 

with 
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Wi ceceijife,^ vrUl?^ $^ g5i^ateIJjiayi§fa<3:ipR, t\f^ rej^e.>^fe4 
^fliar^i^es^o|yow MajeQ;j's,cpfffta^ reibludpp^to fupport 
^4 mai^i;a^^ tlie (^V^S)^ ^ Scptkp(3L^ a^ bjfj^^^a^sy^ cfta- 
. billbpd, ift tl>e ccHnpI^tf^'enjpxm^ o£ tier ^^iglju mi 
Privileges ; and we rely on them with the moft perreci; 
confidence. 

We have received, wit]^ thp utxpoft jfefp^, jaur Royal 
Recommendation of the continimnpe.'o£ that^ harmony, 
which will give dignity, ^a opr proci^edin^ ^ and we are 
l^S^/i u^ t^ per%^n, tjW, bv ay^icjlrag all narrow 
diftindlions, piiva^e^jungipl^^ ayid^ pe];fopajf ^^Kcations, 
and, by confining our deliberations to the great and lau*- 
dable werk of promoting, (phri^ajot yirtu?, and difcoura- 
ging every tendency to vice anfi i^morklity, we fhall 
render ourfelves s^eptab}^ to your. Ji(Iaj.efty ; and we are 
fully convinced, that luch a iyftem of conduct will, at the 
fejj^e ti;pf,,^9 Ojf ppxnjapent aj^ to the Church of - 

Scotland. 

We have had fo much experience, on former occafions, 
of tb^ loya^lty, inj^^ptrky, aud zeal .for your Majej^y'^ fer- ' 
vice, of the I^oble Lord, whom your Majefty hath been 
pleafed to appoint to reprefent your Royal Perfon in this 
Aflembly, and we are fo fu^y fatisfied of his exemplary 
regard for Religion, and his particular afiedtion for the 
Church of Scotland, that we cannot but confider your 
.Majf(|y^s repfated.noipinAtioQ {]\jp VvSK^ ^ ^tV ^dc^tioA^i 
mar^ of your Rpyal FaYP.ur to 115. 

Permit' us to afiure your Majeifty, that it i$ our firm re- . 
folutipn to conduct %h^ bujftnefi of this iVflewt>ly*;> vith 
that unanimity and brotherly affedipn, which, we truft, 
will fecure to us the C9ntiquance of your Majcfty's ap- 
probation^ and which ve know to be efientiaUy ycquifite 
to promote the great purpofes for which we are aflem- 
bled. Your Majefty*s Donation of one thoufand pounds^ 
^e accept with all gratitude, as a proof of the continuance 
of ypur Majefty *s paternal concern for the Ipiritual as 
veil as temporal intprettg of your people, even in %h& 
^^ftft remote and uncultivated parts of your kingdoms, 
and it ihall be Q\ir ftudy to apply it in fuch a manner a§ 
?^ay mol^ effe<9tually pfomqte the pipns ana teaeyolenit 
p^rpofcso/ i^heRqy^lD,Qnor. . ' ' \ 

That 



Digitized by 



Google 



8 Tbe^ASs of the 

That the God and Father of* our Lord Jefus Chrift 
may blefs your Majefty with all fpiritual and temporal 
bleffings, and render your reign long and prolperous; 
that the favour of Divine Providence may ever attend 
your Royal Confort, our mod gracious Queen; and that 
the Moll High may be the Guardian and ProtecStor of 
his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, and of all your 
R&yal Family, are, and ever fliall be, the eameft prayers 
of,: 

May it pleale your Majefty, 
Your Majefty^s moft faithful, 
Moft obedient, 
• And moft loyal fubjeds, 
The Minifters and Elders met ita this National 
Aflembly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed In our name. 

In our prefence. 
And at our appointment, by 

H. MONCaUEFF-WELLWOOD, Mod. 

IV. 

Commiffion to fome Minifters and Ruling 
Elders, for the Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, 
and for managing his Majefty^s Royal 
Bounty for that end. 



THE General Aflembly did, and hereby do, nominate 
and appoint the Reverend Sir Harry MoncrieflP-Well- 
wood, Bart, one of the minifters of the Weft Church, their 
Moderator, all the minifters who are members of the 
Prefl)ytery of Edinburgh, Dr John Brown at Newhills, 
Dr Duncan Shaw at Aberdeen, Mr William Forfyth at 
Aboyne, Mr John Ramfay at Strathaen, Mr Robert Far- 

quharfon 
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quharfon at Logy Coldftone, Mr Thomas Mitchell at Tar- 
Ves, Mr William DufFat Foveran, Mr Robert Gauld at 
jCulfalmpnd^ Mr George Skeeiie Keith at Keith-hall j Mr 
James Johnfton at Crimond, Mr George Moir at Peter- 
head* Mr Alexander Simpfon at Fraferfburgh, Mr Robert 
Duff at King Edward, Mr Thomas Wilfon at Gamery, 
Mr 'Robert Grant at CuUen, Mr Robert Ogilvie.ac Or- 

jdiquhill, Mr George Algernon Gordon at Keith, Mr 
George Gordon at Mortlich, Mr James Grant at Inverayen, 
Mr John Dunbar at Knockando, Mr John Anderfon 
at Kingufich, Mr John Grant ^t Kirkmichael, Mr WiU 
liam Gordon at Urquhart, Mr William Leflie at St An- 
drews, Mr Alexander CouU at EdinkillicS, Mr James • 
Gillan at Kinlofs, Mr. Hugh Calder at Croy, Mr Price 
Campbell at Arderfier, .Mr George, Watfon ajt Invernefs, 
Mr Alexander Frafer at (Kirkhill, Mr Robert Monro at 
Kilniuir ^Wefter, Mr Thomas Simpfon at Avock, Mr 

. Andrew: Gallie at Kin^arc^ine, Mr John Rofs at l^ogie 
Eafl:er, Mr John Fcafenajt: Kilmorack, Mr Daniel Rofe at 
Dingwall, Mr Patrick Grant at Boie(kine, Mr James 
GrAnt,a!t Laggaq,, Mr Martin M^cph^^^ Slate, Mr 

Donald IVIackinnon at. Strath, Mr John Downie at Stor- 
nqw^y, ; Mr John Frafer at Locks, Mn Murdoch Maciver 
at Lochalfli, Mr Rjoderick Morrifon>^t Kintail, Mr Wil- 
liam Keith at Kildonah, Mr W^li^^^ Gun at Golfpie, 
Mr Alexander Falconer at Eclrachillis, Mr James Ding- 
wall at Far,\Mp William Sutherland at Wick, Mr Ro- 
bert Gun at- Laf heron j Mr William Mitchell at Ting- 
wall, Mr James Somertill at Whitburn, Mr John Frafer 
at Libberton, ' Mr Patrick I^obertfoii at Eddlefton, Dr 
Alexander Carlyle at Inverefk, Mr Walter Fifher at Cran- 
fton, Mr Andrew Simith at Langton,. Mr William -Scott 
at Southdean, Dr Alexander Duijc^i^ at ^mallholra, Mr 
William Campbell at Lillieileaf, Mr Richard Scott at 
Ewis, Mr Jacob Dickfon at Moufewald, Mr Robert Ait- 
ken at Mortown, Mr Br ice Johnfton at Holy wood, Mr 
Alexander Macgowan at Dairy, Mr John Ingiis at Kirk- 
mabreck, Dr William^ Dalrymple at Ayr, Mr James 
Woodrow at Stevenftpne, Mr Colin Campbell at Ren- 
frew, Mr John Riik at Dalferf, Mr William Lockhart at 
Glaf^Qw, Mr John Allan at Row, Mt James Thoxburn 
at Kmgarth, Mr George Robirtfon at Campbelton, Mr 
John Smith at Cariipbeltpn, Mr Paul Frafer at Craignifh^ 
Mr Archibald Campbell at North Knapdale, Mr William 
Campbell at Kilchrenan, Mr Patrick Campbell at Kilnin- 
ver, Mr Patrick Macarthur at Tprpfay, Mr Du^ald 
.Campbell fft Rofs, Mr Adam Fcrguffon at Moulin, Mr 

C William 



Digitized by VrrOOQiC 



JO iTbf Asti of fbe 

William Inr^rarity^ at Caputh, Mr Harry Inglis at For* 
tevioc, Mr Atexander Dikf at Tibbepmuir, Mr David 
Thom»fon at St Ninians, Mv Rohert Stirling at Crieff; 
Mr Andrew I>wica» at Auchterftrder, Mr Chriftopher 
Tait at Kincardine, Mr James Dymmock at Aberfoil, 
Mr <G€org« Sh<»w at Abbotfball, Mr Samuel Martin at 
Mcbimail, Dr John Adamfon at St Andrews, Profeflbr 
George Hill, St Anckews, Mr Thomas Maflbn at Glen- 
iflaj- Mr Tko*ia« Wright at Refcobie, Mr James Header- 
fon at Monyfeith, Mr John Carttegie at Inverkfeiler, Mr 
David Miller at Edzill, Mr Alexand^jp Leflie ^ Fordoun, 
Minitters ; James Cunningham, Efq; of Hyndhope, Mr 
Wflliani MacdoTiald of Renettonr, Pyofeffbr Thomas Gor- 
don, Aberdeen, George Btachan-Kepburo, Efq; Lord 
Henderland^, Mr John Taylor, clerk to the Signet, Mr 
Alexander Forbes \rrker, Mr John Robertlbn writer, Mr 
John Kufrell,yawiV, clerk to the Signet,, the Monottrable 
Baron Gordon, Mr Ifaac Grant, wrker to the Signet, 
Dr Gregory- Grant, Mr Thomas * Gordon writer^^ Walter 
Dunbar, Efq; Bailie John LothJan, Edinburgh, Bailie 
John WaTker, Edinburgh: Lord Ankerville, Donald Smith, 
Elq^ Edinburgh*, Mr James Fra(er writer to the Signet, 
the Procurator, Mr Bannatynie- William Macleod, adnro^ 
care, Profeflbr Hu^ Macleod, BaiKe tiiixAel Miller^ 
Bailie James Torry, Edmburgh, Mr George 'Home ba- 
ker, Profefflor Andrtw Dalzel,! EtJiiiburgh, Bailie Wil- 
liam (jalloway, Johfa^GrleTe, Eiq; Mr Solicitor General, 
the Right Honourabfe Lord Provoft of Edmburgh, 
Convener Willram: Jamiefbn, Mr Jame^ Home Vriter to 
the Signet, Lord Chief Baron, Andrew Hamilton, Efq; 
Lord Prefidcnt, Earl of Hyndford, David Smith, Efq^ 
Haddington, Charles- Brown, Efq; of Coalfton^ Robert 
Hunter, Efq; of Thm-fton, Matthew Sandilands, Efq; 
writer to the Signet, John- Stewart, Efq; younger of 
Allanbank, the Right Honourable Henry Dimdas, Mr 
Adam Ogilvie advocate. Earl of Lauderdale, Mark 
Prin^le, Efq; advtocate, Mr Richard Tod 'merchant, 
Leith, Mr Walter Scott merchant, Edinburgh, Gideon 
Rutherford, Efq; Ale^^ander Ferguflbn, Efq; advocate, 
Alexander Gordon^ Efq; advocate, George Ferguflbn, 
Efq; i^dvocate, Alexander W^ght, Efq; advocate. Sir. 
James Colqtihoun^ James Colquhonn, Efq; J6hn La- 
mont, Efq; Mr John Home of RildufT, Mr' Arebibald 
Fletchef, writer to the Signet, Allan Macdoug-al, Efq; 
Thomas Elder, Efq; Edinburgh, David Stewart, Efq; 
Edinburgh^ John Erflcirife, Efq;"^ advocate, Bailite James 
Gentle, Sir Charles Prefton, Major -John Melvill, Ntjii Fer- 
guflbn, 
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gH^o©, Efq; Dr Andrew DuAcan^ Hooourablc Henry Er- 
ftirije^ M* Thonadi MHae, Camoaagate, Alexaiader Bur- 
net, Efq; advocate, Mr Williaipt Leflie writer co the 
Sigirct, Mr Ludoviek Ot^xA},juHior^ writer, Rulief Elders, 
t,o be a Committee of this AflemWy, for the reforma- 
tion of the Highla<>€ls and Iflaftds of Scotland, for 
jyremotiEkg the fcndwtedge of true reiigioti^ fuppreffine 
Popery awi profaneneft, a»d fot nianagiugjthe Royal 
Bounty, foi; thefe ^nds, according to, and in terias of his 
Majefty 's gramt to thh Aflembly- In profepution of which 
purpofes, the jGoea^ttee are to appoint Preachers and 
Catechiils, to go t^ fueh places a« they ihall find, i)ppi\ 
dtiie inftojaatien, to. be the HK)il proper^ aceotdiilg to his » 
Majefty^s defign e*pHP©ffed in his warrant ; a-ftd, in fo do- 
iiag, that they hare particular regard to fuch pariihfs in 
South Uift, Small Ifle^^i Glt?ncOi Harri$, the ccjiamries of 
Mcfidart,. Glengary^ jimd Ltochaber, and the other parifh- 
es of the Synods «f ;GJ[ettelgand Argyle, which the Com- 
mittee, fhail fiad, hy reafon af the vaft extent, by the pre- 
valency erf Popery .aond ignorance,, and other unhappy 
cirieuffiflaiitces, tor be m the greateft diftrefe : And they 
fliaH take care,, tlaat tbe perfeias they 4mploy be certified, 
a«4'£<wnd^;upon diie tiiiad, to be pfb|)erly qualified for 
thefe ref^e^live offiiees^, €>f good abilitiea for the fatoe, of 
a pkws li&; anad converfatiofn, prudew, of uffibdoubted Iby-. 
alty tof his Majefty^, axid of competent fkill in the princi- 
ples of Div^Mfeity, and particularly in Popifh comft)veriie9 : 
^ Such Pireachers and Catechifts being hereby appointed to 
be fubje€k to;,, and under the infpeSion 6f the Preibyte- 
ries q£} the bounds to which they are fent, wlio are to 
take care that the ordisrs^ of the Committee be duly ob- 
fcitved by them. And the Preachers are alfo appointed 
to^ciatechife,. and both they and the Catechifts to inftrudi: 
the people frona houfe to houfe, anrf to vifit the fiek j 
andy ia aH their labour, among ti* people, to be careful 
ta' teach them thie principles aced duties of the true 
Chriftian Proteftant religion^ and the obligations they are 
under xx> d^uty and loyalty to onar Sovereign King George, 
and? obedience to^ the laws : And the Committee are eni*. 
powered ei give them fuch inftruftions, as to their work 
and behavibur> as' they ihall judge nieet j which inftruc- 
tiiDiis the Pfceachers atnd Gatechi»fts. are hereby ordered' to 
obey. The (jGcneral Allembly do^fuifther appoi-nt the feid 
GomttHttee, to hare a particular regard hx their proceed^ 
ingsy tO' the rcgulatiofls agreed upon by the Committee ' 
of ttie Aflj&mbly fbr Ajanaging the Royal Bounty, on the 
30th;. of September 1730, approven by frecjuent Aflem- 
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•l)lies : And to take care that Preibyteries, and othew 
concerned, ob'ferve the fame, which they are hereby or- 
dered to do : Particularly, the Aflembly ordains the feve- 
ral Prefbyteries to infert in their regiftcrs, the Commit- 
•tee's appointments' of the defignations, falaries, and fta- 
tions of the feveral miffionaries, and to have an exadk re- 
gard thereto, in all the letters they ihall write about the 
faid miffionaries, and in giving of certificates to them ; 
and to dire<ft all tbeir letters, ct)riceming ihiflionaries in 
their bounds, Only to the Moderator of the Committee; 
which letters fhall be figned, at the appointment of the 
Prefbytery, by the Moderator or Clerk thereof: And the 
Aflembly does difcharge any payment to be made of the 
faiarie* of the mifljonaries, except "upon receipts from the 
miffionaries- themfelves, and upon certificates frorii the 
Preibyteries, bearing, That they haveferved for the time 
mentioned in the receipts; And that every Catechift, 
who receives a falary /rom the Royal Bounty, on condi- 
tion that the parifhioners or gentlemen of the diftria 
Ihall pay a certain fum in aid of fuch falary, Ihall infert, 
in the body of his receipt to thecaihier, a declaration 
4:hat he has received the particular fum fpecified j and that 
the atteftation of the rrefbytery ihall in like- maitner 
bear, that the Catecbift. has received the ftipulated fum 
which the Committee make the condition of his^ appoint- 
ment ; it being underftood by this refolut ion,: that the 
feveral ftat ions, with regard to which fuch conditions 
-were originally made by the Committee, when no fuch 
declaration of the Catechiil, or atteftation of the Prelby-^ 
tery, as is now propofed, is received by the caihier, 
fhall be afterwards fupprefled by the Committee, though 
the Catecbift fliall, notwithftanding, receive the fallary for 
the time he is certified to have performed his dutiy. That ' 
a journal of the itinerant's labours in the miniftry, of the 
million committed to him, be written on the back of the 
Prefl)ytery's certificate, and figned by him, as the ground 
on which the Preibytery have granted him faid certifi- 
icate. The General Aflembly do alfo empower the faid 
Committee to apply, for the purpofes above nientioried, 
what may remain of the laft year's Royal Bounty not 
difpofed of, by reafon of any of the, miffionaries not ful- 
'filling the appointments laid upon them j and that they 
are to keep a regifter of their proceedings, and. like- 
wife diftindt books of accou^its, how the forefaid money 
is beftowed, which ftiall be pdtent to any concerned 
who pleafe to infpecJl the fame. Of the perfons above 
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Horned as members of this Committee, five are declared 
-to be a quorum, whereof three arc to be minifters. 
But it is hereby appointed. That, at the quarterly meet- 
ing of the Committee, in which the (cheme or eftablifli- 
, ment of miffionaries for the unfiling year is to be appro- 
ved and determined, not left than fourteen fliall be the 
quorum, whereof nine fliall be minifters ; and the faid 
Committee are appointed to have their general meetings 
at Edinburgh, the firft lawful day after the adjournment 
of each of the four ftated diets of the Commiffion of the 
General Aflcmbly, within the Aflembly ayle, atten of the 
<:lock in the forenoon, except that day fliall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the meeting fliall be upon Monday next 
thereafter, at the faid hour ; with power to the faid "tlom- 
onittee to adjourn themfelves to fuch times and places as 
they fliall find moft needful and convenient-: And they 
^reto keep a correfpondence with the Commiflion of the 
General Aflembly, and the Society for propagating Chri- 
ftian Knowledge, and their Committee of Dtre6tors, and 
to take their advice and afllftance ; and alfo to correQ>ond 
with the Synods and Prefljyteries concerned. They are 
likewife inftru(^ed and empowered, as they fliall fee caufe, 
to apply to the Government, or any Magiftrate, for afllft- 
ance and fiippoct in carrying on the defign of the com-, 
miflioxi now given to them. And the General Afllembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertfon advocate, Procurator 
for the Church, and Receiver of the forefaid Royal Boun- 
ty, to pay out the fame, as he fliall be direded and or- 
dered by the forefaid Committee, and according to their 
rules. And the faid Committee are appointed to examine 
tlie accounts of the diftribution of the Royal Bounty, and 
lay the fame before the Lords Commiflioners of his M a-^ 
jefty's Treafury, or the Barons of his Majefty's Court of 
Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the General 
Ailembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it 
is agreed, That no perfon once employed and infert in 
the fcheme, fliall be ftruck out thereof for that year, but 
by the quorum of at leaft fourteen, whereof nine to be 
minifters ; and in cafe any complaint fliall be made againft 
any of them on the fcheme, it fliall not be determined 
the firft ordinary meeting that the fame is offered, but 
it fliall lie on the table till another meeting ; and. in the 
mean time the perfon complained of, and the Prefl^y- 
tery of the bounds wherein he officiates, fliall be ac- 
quainted of fuch complaint, and thofe concerned be re- 
quired to fend to the faid Committee a juft account of 

D the 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 7beABtoftbc 

the matter agalnft the next tneeting. And it js further 
appointed, That after the yearly fcheme of miilionaries 
on the Royal Bounty is fettled in manner above dire<9:- 
ed, and notice thereof given by letters to the Prefbyte- 
ries concerned, fuich Prefbyteries (ball fend up to the 
faid Committee their anfwer to thefe letters, at fartheft 
>ivith their Commiifioners to the General Aflembly, if the 
fame be not done fooner \ and that the Committee, at 
their firft meeting after the General Aflembly, (hall en- 
deavour to complete the next year's fcheme themfelvcs > 
and if they cannot complete it, they ihall name a Sub- 
committee of their number for that purpofe, who are to 
lay their draught thereof before a fubfequent meeting, 
wnich is appointed to meet as foon after the rifing of the 
Aflembly as poflible. And empowered the Committee, 
at their firft meeting, to rejed any petition for la new 
ftation, in - cafe they (haill find fuffiqient objedions a^ 
gainftit> and that the (aid Committee, in making up 
the fcheme of mifllionarieS) &fr. do not exceed the fum in 
the grant. 



^-H»^4h^MHMHj^*Hjh4hH^«^i+* 



V. 



Commiffion to fbme Minifters and Ru- 
ling Elders, for difcufling Affairs re- 
r ferred to them. 

THE General Aflembly, confldering there are fbmc 
affairs, which they cannot overtake, do hereby no- 
minate and appoint the Reverend Sir Harry Moncrieft 
Wellwood, one of the minifters of the Weft Chuit:h, 
their moderator; from the prefbytery of Aberdeen, 
Dr John Brown at Newhills, Dr Duncan Shaw at 
Aberdeen, Mr Robert Dunbar at Old Machar, Mr Ro- 
bert Wyatt at Skeene, minifters, James Cunningham, 
Efq; of Hyndhope, George Strachan-K.eith, Efq; erf* Au- 
quhorfh, ruling elders ; from the prefl)ytery of Kincar- 
dine-o'neal, Mr William' Forfyth at Aboyne, Mr John 
Ramfay ut Strathaen, Mr Robert Farquharfon at . Logy 
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Colddonep minifters, William Macdonald of Renneton; 
Efq; ruling elder; from the presbytery of Etlen, Mr 
Thomas Mitchell at Tarves, Mr William Duff at Fove- 
ran, miniftcrs, Profeflbr Thomas Gordon, Aberdeen, ru- 
ling elder ; from the prefbytery of Garioch, Mr Robert 
Gauld at Culfalmond, Mr George Skeene-Keith at Keith- 
hall, Mr John Harper at Leilie, minifters, George Bu- 
chan-Hep*)urri, Efq; of Smeaton, ruling eld^r ; from the 
burgh of Kintore, the Right Honourable Liord Heiider- 
land ; from the preibytery of Deer, Mr James Johnfton 
at Crimond, Mr George Moir at Peterhead, Mr Alexan- 
der Frafer at Frafcrfburgh, miniflers, Mr John Taylor, 
clerk to the Sigript, ruling elder ; from the , prefbytery 
of Turriff, Mr Robert Duff at Kmg Edward, Mr Tho- 
mas Wilfon at Gamory, minifters, Mr Alexander Forbes^ 
vmx^x in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the pfefhytcry 
of Fordycc, Mr Robert Grant at Cullen, Mr Robert O- 
gilvie at Ordiquhill^ minifters, Mr John Robertfbn^ wri- 
ter, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Banff, 
Mr John Ruflell junior^ clerk to .the Signet ; from the 
prefl}ytery of Strathbogie, Mr George Algernon-Gor- 
don at Keith, Mr George Gordon at Mortlich, minifters, 
the Honourable Baron Gordon, ruling elder ; from the 
prefl>ytery of Aberlour, Mr James Grant at Inveraven, 
Mr John Dunbar at Knockando, minifters, Mr Ifaac 
Grant, writer to the Signet, ruling elder; from the 
prefljytery of Aberaethy, Mr John Ajiderfon at Kingui- 
fie, Mr John Grant at Kirkmichael, minifters, Dr Gre- 
gory Grant, phyfician in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from 
the preft)ytery of Elgin, Mr William Gordon at Ur- 
quhart, Mr William Leilie at St Andrews and Langbride, 
minifters, Mr Thomas Gordon, writer to the Signet, ru- 
ling elder ; from the prefl)ytery of Forres, Mr Alexan- 
der CouU at Edinkillie, Mr James Gillen at Kinlofs, mi- 
nifters, Walter Dunbar, Efq; ruling elder; from the 
prefbytery of Nairn, Mr Hugh Calder at Croy, Mr Pryce 
Campbell at Arderfier, minifters, Bailie Jdhn Lothian, 
Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of In- 
vemefs, Mr Alexander Frafer at Kirkhill, deficient in 
number of members ; from the prefbytery of Gha- 
nonry, Mr Robert Monro at Kilmuir Wefter, Mr 
Thomas Simpfon at Avoch, minifters. Bailie John 
Walker, merchant, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the 
prefbytery of Tain, Mr Andrew Gallic at Kinicar- 
dine, Mr John Rofs at Logic Eafter, minifters, the Right 
Honourable Lord Ankerville, ruling elder ; from the 
prefbytery of Dingwall, Mr John Frafer at Kilmorack, 
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Mr Daniel Role at Dingwall, miniftcrs, Donald Smith, 
Efq; banker in Edinburgh, ruKng elder ; from the preC- 
bytery of Abertarph, Mr Patrick Grant at Bolefkine, 
Mr Jaihes Grant at Laggan, nnnifters, James F*raler or 
Gortuleg, Efq; ruling elder; from the prefbytery of 
Sky, Mr Martin Macpherfon at Slate, Mr Donald Mac- 
kinnon at Strath, miniifters, Mr James Forreft, writer to 
the Signet, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Lewis, 
Mr John Downie at Stomoway, Mr John Frafer at Lochs, 
minifters, Mr William Robertfon, procurator for the 
Church, ruling elder ; from the premytery of Lochcar- 
ron, Mr Murdoch Maciver, at Locfaalih,' Mr Roderick 
Morifon at Kintail, minifters, Bannatyne-William Mac« 
leod, Efq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery 
of Domock, Mr WiUiam Keith at Kildonan, Mr Wil- 
liam Gun at Golipie, minifters, Profeflbr Hugh Macleod, 
Glafgow, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Tong, 
Mr Alexander Falconer at Edrachilles, Mr James Ding- 
wall at Far, miniflers, Lieutenant-General Mackay^ ru- 
ling elder ; from the prefbytery of Gaithnefs, Mr Wil-- 
liam Sutherland at Wick, Mr Robert Gun at Latheron, 
miniflers, Bailie Daniel Miller, merchant, Canongate, 
ruling elder; from the prefbytery of Kirkwall, Mr 
' John Scollay at St Andrews, Mr William Anderfon at 
Evie and Rendal, miniflers, bailie James Torry, mer- 
chant, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Kirk- 
wall, Mr George Home, baker in Edinburgh ; from the 
prefbytery of Zetland,^ Mr William Mitchell at Ting- 
wall, Mr Patrick Mair at Breflay, minifters, Profeflbr. 
Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the pref- 
bytery of Edinburgh, Dr John Dryfdale, Edinburgh, Mr 
James Craig at Currie, Mr John Gibfon at Weft Church, 
Mr James Robertfon at Ratho, Dr David Johnfton at 
North Leith, minifters. Bailie William Galloway^ John 
Grieve, Efq; Mr Solicitor Dundas, ruling elders ; from the 
city of Edinburgh, the Right Honourable James Hunter- 
Blair, Lord Provoft of the city, Mr William Jamiefon, 
deacon-convener of the. trades ; from the Univerfity of 
Edinburgh, Dr Andrew Hunter, Profeflbr of Divinity ; 
from the church pf Campvere, Mr Alexander Wilfon, 
minifter at Campvere, Mr James Turing, fador at the 
Staple Port of Campvere ; from the prefbytery of Lin- 
lithgow, Mr John Bertram at Muiravenfide, Mr John 
RitcJhie at Abercofn, Mr James Soraerville at Whitburn, 
Mr William Finlay at Polmont, minifters, Sir William 
Auguftus Cunningham, the Honourable Captain Robert 
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SandJlands, ruling elders ; from the burgh cF LmlithJ 
gow, Provoft Robert Clark; from the burgh of <5iie«ns- . 
ferry, Mr William Allan, merchant, Queensferry % from 
the pre&ytery of Biggar, Mr TTiomas Gray at trough- 
ton, Mr Thomas Mitchell at Lamington, Mf John Frafe* 
at Liiberton, minifters, Mr James Home, clerk to the 
Signet, ruling elder; f*om the prefbytery of Peebles, 
Mr Patrick Robertfon at Eddlefton, Mr William Welch 
at Manner, minifters, the Right Honourable Lord Chief 
Baron, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Peebles^ An-, 
^rew Hamihon of Spittlehaugh, Efq; from the preJby- 
tery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Ibv^refk, Mr 
Alexander Colvil at Ormifton, Mr Walter Fiftier at Cran- 
fton, minifters, the Right Honourable Lord Prelident, 
ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Haddington, Mr 
Andrew Niflbiet at Garvat, Mr George Goldie at AthoU 
ftonford, Mr Hugh Cunningham at Trandit, mintilerai 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Hyndfbrd, ruling eh 
der ; from the burgh of Haddington^ David Smith, Efq; 
prefent Provoft of Haddington ; from the bUrgh of 
North Bierwick, Cbarlds Brown of Coalfton, Efq; from 
the prefbytery of Dunbar, Mr John Ewen at Whitings 
ham, Mr John Harvie at Innerwick, minifters, Robert 
Hunter of Thurfton, Efq; ruling elder ; from the preC 
bytery of Dunfe, Mr Andrew Smith at Langton, Mr 
William Shnfon at Greenlaw, minifters, Matthew San- 
dilands, Efq; of Coufton, ruliug elder ; from the pref* 
bytery of Churnfide, Mr George Couples at Swinton, Mr 
Philip Redpath at Hutton, minifters, John Stewart, Efq; 
younger of Allanbank, ruling elder ; from the preft)y- 
tery of Kelfo, Mr Robert Tumbull at Sproufton, Mr 
Andrew Bell at Roxburgh^ minifters, the Right Honour- 
able Henry Dundas, ruling elder ; from the prefl)ytery 
of Lauder, Dr Alexander Duncan, at Sraelholm, Mr Ro- 
bert Dawfon at Stow, minifters, the Right H&nourable 
Earl of Lauderdale, ruling elder ; from the ■ prefl>ytery 
of Selkirk, Mr Steven Oliver at Maxton, Mr William 
Campbell at LilUes-leaf, minifters, Mark Pringle, Efqj 
advocate, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Selkirk/Mr 
Richard TTod, merchant, Leith J from the pre fl)y tery of 
Annan, Mr James Gatt at Grateney, Mr Alexander Mo- 
nilaws at Kirkpatrick Fleming, minifters. Sir William 
Maxwell of Springkell, Bart, ruling elder ; from the 
burgh of Annan, Mr Walter Scott, merchant, Edin- 
burgh ; from the prefl)ytery of Langholm, Mr Richard 
Scott at Ewes, Mr John Ruflell at Canonbie, minifters, 
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Gicl^ion Rutherford df Greenpark, Efq;- niling elder V 
from the prfefbytery of Lochmaben, Dr Patrick Niibet 
at Hutton, Mr Jacob Dickfon at Moufewald, Mr Robert, 
Little at Applegirth, ittinifters, Mr Peter Haliday at 
Bamtrimphin, ruling elder; from the burgh of Loch- 
mabeo^ Alex?inder Ferguflbn of Craigdarroch, Efqj from 
the preCbytery of Penpjoiit; Mr Robert Aitken at Mor- 
town, Mr Jatiies Wjlfon at Tynron, miniftersj Mr. The- 
ma^ Harknefs ia Clafeburri^ ruling elder j from the 
prelbytery of Dumfries, Mr James Macmillan at Tor- 
thorwall, Mr Bryce Johnfton at Holy wood, Mr Jofeph 
Kirkpa!:ricfc at Duiifcore, minifters, Alexander Gordon 
of Culvennan, Efq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the 
burgh.of iDumffies, Mr John Aitken, one of the town- 
clerks of Dumfries 5 fijom the prefbytery of Kirkcud- 
bright, IVtr Alexander Macgowan at Dairy, Mr Samuel 
Smith at: Carsfaim, Mr John Johnftoii at Groflhiichael, 
minifters, Mr John Macminn in Croflinichael, ru- 
lipg elder ; from the prefbytery of Wigton, Mr John 
Inglis at Kirkmabreck, Mr Andrew Donan at Wigton, 
minifters, Mr John Macgill in Barr, ruling elder; frcTm 
the bjirgh of Whithorn, Mr John Bufhby, Sheriff-clerk 
of Dumfries; from the.prefljytery.of Ayr, Dr Patrick 
Woodrow at Tarbolton, Dr William Dalrymple at Ayr, 
Mr Duncan Macmyne at Dalmellington, Mr James 
Thomfon at Girvan, Mr William Logan at Symington, 
minifters, John Hamilton of Bargeny, Efq; William Gamp- 
bell, Efq; of Fairfield, ruling elders ; from the burgh 
of Ayr, George Ferguflbn, Efq; advocate; from the 
prefl)ytery of Irvine, Mr James Woodrow at Stevenftone, 
Mr George Lawrie at Loudon, Mr Alexander Gillies at 
Kilmaurs, minifters, the Honourable . Patrick Boyle, ru- 
ling elder ; from the burgh of Irvine, Thomas Tweedie 
of Oliver, Efq; from the prefl>ytery of Paifley, Mr 
Colin Campbell at Renfrew, Mr John Snodgrafs at 
Paifley, Mr John Forreft at Port-Glafgow, Mr John 
Monteith junior at Nielfton, minifters, Mr John Had- 
doway, merchant in Leith, Mr John Ferguflbn, merchant 
in Paifley, ruling elders ; from the burgh of Renfrew^ 
Mr Robert King, farmer in Renfrew ; from the preC- 
iytery of Hamiltpn, Mr Jojin Rifli at Dalferf, Dr James 
Meek a,t Cambuflang, Mr Alexander Ranken at Cambuf- 
ci^then, minifters, Henry Stewart'; Efq; of Ailanton, 
ruling elder ; from the preft>ytery of Lanark, Mr 
jGeorge Mark at Carawath, Mr Robert Buchanan at 
i^foahago, .minifters,^ Mr John Pymock, ruling elder ; 
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frofti the burgh of Lanarkj, Alexander Wight, Efq; ad- 
vocate ; from the pr^ytery of Glafgow, Mr William 
Lockhaet at Glal^ow, Mr Robert Balfour at Glafgow, Mr 
Jofeph Hodgefon.at^ Carmunpock, Mr James Forl6ng at 
Rutbergteo, minift^rs, Mr John Ferguflbn, merchant, Mr 
Andrew iE^ton, merchant, rujing elders ; from the Univer- 
fity of Glafgow, ^rofe^br George Jardine ; frptn the pres- 
bytery of Dumbarton, .Mr John Allan at Row, Mr James 
Oliphant at Dumbarton, Mr Gordon Stewart at Bonhill, 
miniilers. Sir James Colquhoun of Lufs, Bdrt. ruling 

, €lder ; from the bur^h of Dumbarton,James Colquhoun, 
Efq; younger of Luis j from the prefbytery of Dunoon, 
Mr James Thorbum at Kingarth, Mr John Mackinnon 
at Kilmodan, minill;ers, John Lamont of Lamont, Efq; 
xuliog .elder; from the burgh of Rothfay, Mr John 
Home of Kilduff;. from the prefbytery of Kintyre; 
Mr George Robertfon at Campbekon, Mr John Smith 
at Campbekon,- Mr Alexander Campbell at Kil- 
calmonel, miniilers, Mr Archibald Fletcher, writer to 
the Signet, ruling elder j from the prefbytery of Invp- 
rargy, Mr Paul Frafer at Craigniih, Mr Archibald Camp- 
bell at North Knapdale, minhler^, Mr Lauchlane Mac- 
lauchlane, afliftant minifter at Inveraray, ruling elder,; 
from the burgh of Inveraray, Dr James Wilhamfon ; 
from the preibytery of Lom, Mr William Campbell at 
Kilchrenan, Mr Patrick Campbell at Kilninver, mini- 

^ ilers, Colonel Robert Campbell of Moonzie, ruling elder; 
from the prefbytery of Mull, Mr Patrick Macarthur 
at ^onslay, Mr Dougal Campbell at Rpfs, minifters, 
Allan Macdougal, Efq; of Galanach, ruling elder ; from 
the preflbytery of Dunkeld, Mr Adam Ferguflbn at Mou- 
lin, Mr Williamr Inverarity at Caputh, Mr William Mac- 
ritchie at Clunie, Mr William Chalmers at Auchterga- 
ven, miniflers, Thomas Elder, Efq; merchant, Edinburgh, 
David Stcwaxt, Efq; Edinburgh, ruling ciders ; from the 
prefbytery of Perth, Mr Harry Inglis at Forteviot, Mr 
Alexander Duff at Tippermuir, Mr William Duncan at 
Abernethy, Mr John Dow at Methven, minifters, Mr 
John Caw,merchant in Perth, Mr John Dickfon^^dvocate, 
ruling elders ; from the prefbytery of Stirling, Mr Diavid 
Thomfbn at il Ninians, Mr Walter Buchanan at Stirling, 
minifters, Convener John Hutton^ ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Stirling, Johii Erfkine, Efq; younger of 
Cambus, advocate ; from the prefbytery of Auchterarder, 
Mr Robert Stirling at Crieff, Mr James Ramfay at Ma- 
dertie, Mr Andrew Duncan at Auchterarder, minifters. 
Bailie James Gentle, Canongate, ruling elder ; from the 

prefbytery 
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pi^^terjr or-Dumbiafte/Mr Chtillopbfer TaitsatXift. 
eardihe, Mr James t>^ni»c%'at Aberfoil/niinifteft, John 
Campbell, E% oflxidietid, tuling ©tderj ftom the 
prelbytery of Dimfeiroiirte/ Mr T^^ Fetnic at Dun- 

fermime, Mr ArchlbaJd "Swnth at Kmrofs, Mr Walter 
Macalpitf ht Culrofs, 'mfttitters, Sir Charles fyeftdn of 
Valley fields Baronet,' rulmg^ elder 5 from the prefbytefy 
of Ki.trkcaidy^ Mr Gfeorge ^aw at Abbotfhall, Mr Wit 
liam Mobdie at Kirkcaldy!, Mr Andrew Grant a€ Pc^ 
moack, mmlfters, James Townfea^-Ofwald, Efq^ of Diiti- 
nikkr, ruling eldet ; from the burgh hf Kirkcaldy^, Mr 
John Duncan, merchant, forkcaldy ; frbtn the burgh of 
Dyfart, Bailie John Melvill, Dyfart 5 frdrn the pr^yte- 
ry of Gupar, Mr George tyoh at Strathmiglo, Mr Samuel 
Martin at Monimail^ Mr David Wilkife at Cults, Mr An- 
drew Brown at Falkland, miniflersj Mr John 1^11 at 
Prieftfield, Mr David Laurie at Hiil-Carnk, ruling et 
ders ; from the burgh of Cupar, Major John MelvHl of 
Cairny ; from rfie prcfbytery of St Andrews, Dr John 
Adamfon at St Andrews, Mr Archibald Gillies at St Mo- 
nance, Mr Alexander Brodie at Carhbee, Mr James Brown 
at Newbum, minifter^. Lieutenant-colonel Alexander 
Monypenny of Pitmillie, Niel Fergufon, Efq; of Pitcullp, 
ruling elders j from the burgh of St Andrews, Dr An- 
drew Duncan, phyfician in Edinburgh J from the Uni- 
verflty of St Andrews, ProfefTor George Hill ; from the 
iburgh of Kilrenny, Mr Alexander Meldrum ; from the 
fjrelbytery of Meigle, Mr ^iTiomas Mafon at Glenifla, 
TMr Charles Keay at Cupar Angus, Mr James Hill at 
Ruthven, minifters, Patrick Alifon, Efq; of Newhall, 
ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Fdtrar, Mr Thomas 
Wright at Rofcobie, Mr John Webfter at Inverarity, 
minifters, Alexander Watfbn, E{q; yo»nger of Turin, 
ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Dundee, Mr James 
Henderfon at Monyfieth, Mr David Spence at Kinnaird, 
Mr David Davidfon at Dundee, minifters, the Honourable 
Henry Erfkine, advocate, ruKng elder ; from the prefby- 
tery of Aberbrothock, Mr John Carnegie at luverkiller, 
Mr William Milligen at Kirkden, minifters, Mr Thomas 
Miln, merchant, Canongate, ruling elder j from the 
prefbytery of Brechin, Mr David Miller at Edzell, Mr 
Robert Hannay at Strickathrow, Mr Alexan(,ler Peter at 
Logic Port, minifters, Alexander Bumet, .Efq; advocate, 
ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Fordoun, Mr Alexr 
ander Leflie at Fordoun, Mr John Hutchifon at Fet- 
tereflb, Mr Janj^es Walker at Dunottcr, minifters, Mr John 

PJlayfair, 
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Playfair, ruling cider; to^e Commiflioners of this Ge* 
xieral Affembly, to the cffed after mentioned; with 
power rto the faid Commiflioners, or their quoniin, which 
is hereby declared to be any thirty-olie of the faid Cona- 
mii^ioners, whereof twenty-one are always to he mini-? 
fters, to meet and convene within the AfTembly-houfe at 
Edinburgh, the firft day after the diflblution of this Aflem* 
hiyi at ten of the clock in the forenoon ; and thereafter, 
the fecond Wednefday of Auguft, third Wednefiiay of No- 
Tember, and the firft Wednefday of March liext to. comc^ 
and oftcner, when and where they ihall think fit andcon- 
venient, with power to the faid Gbmmiflic^ersjio chuie 
their own Moderator : And like wife, the Gener^^ Afleox^ 
bly ^fiiUy empbw;ers their faid Commiflioners^ or their 
quorum above mentioned, to cognofce and finally deter-» 
mine, as they (hall fee caufe, in every matter referred, 
or that &all oe referred to them, by an a<a or order of 
this ^lembly; and to do every thing contained, io;, ami 
conform to the Inftrudions given, or to be given by this 
Aflembly ; and to advert to the intereft of tl>e Churdt 
on every occafion, that the Ciiurchp andprerp^t^eflar 
blifliment thereof, do not fuflSbr or fuftain aniy, prejudice 
which they caa prevent, ias they will be. amwerable : 
Proyidfid always, that this gcfieral claufe be npt extend^ 
ed to particular aflairs or. procefles b^efore Synods or ^ 
Prefljyteries, that are not of univerfal concern tp^ or in- 
fluence upon the whole Church. And it is hereby ap^ 
pointed, that no private procisfles be determined, except 
at the four ftated diets ; and what fhall be determined 
at one diet of the Commiflion, with relation to private 
caufes, fliall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, 
and ihall ftand and continue, in force till difapproven of 
by the General. Aflembly. And the Afllerobly renews " 
the inftrudions given by the General Afl^embly in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and feventeen to their 
Commiflion, and appoints the fame to ftand in full fbrc« 
as inftruftions to the Cpnuniflioners before named, and 
to be obferved by them in all points, as if the fame were 
fpecially here infert ; and that they enquire into the put 
blifliiag and fpreading of books and pamphlets,, tending 
towards the promoting of opinions of whatever . kind, 
inconfiftent with our Conf^ion of Faith; and. that the re-* 
commenders of (uch books or pamphlets, or the errors 
therein contained, whether by word, writ, or print, be 
called before the laid Commiflion to anfwer for the fame* 
And further, the faid CommifliQn is hereby empowered 

F to 
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to receive any feferefitcs and appcak that fhall 6(fe^macle 
to them froth Synods, in matter? of d66rihe, ^ii^ #ijpett 
fiich affairs fbif the next general Affeiibly j aiid^o^ttnt 
tribnt^ what they can to ttie iltppfef0ng of vite.and' fca^ 
morality, and gitc ,aU'. ii^fcdfui advice and affiRAiicti'td 
Synods and Prcflxyteriis, jii^dri applitdtion to th^iir f<yr 
tnatrend: Likewife to tak^ care that th^ Imprcffi6^ ol* 
the ^(?/jf $prtpturis, the dDnfefidn.cfFaitB,z^d CdtScb^r^ 
and filch books as are aiithorifcd by this Church, i&i^ 
ting to the dpcSkrinc, wbrijiip, difcipHne artd govefhrnent 
thereof, fetr correcS } and givfe ^ifeftJonis about pwhtiiig 
the fah>e: Aiid the Commiffioiifers' afffc appoInteS* and 
empo^erid'tb kee|> a correfpondeixce with the CoriKriitte^ 
fbrRefbrniition of the' Highlands ^nd Iflands, ft* fui^^. 
prefling Popery and fiiperftitioH, and for prbmotihg thtf 
jcricf^ledge of true religion j and carrying on A rcfwina- 
tibn in thifk parts, ai^rf givi afljftancc and cbhcuVrehciS 
therein ; a(hd, If need bej to dpj^fy tb the Goverhtoent 
for a proper remedy arid Ipietdy tedrefi, Artd the faid 
Cothiniflioners are hereby ftfljlly prohibited and dtfchar^ 
ged to nrcddle in aaV other irfiattefs than what are ioiri- 
mitted and referred to ihtta ks above mentioned : Arid, 
in all their adlitigs; they atre to procepd according to the 
afts and cbnftitution of this Churdh, and to do nothing 
contrary thereto, or to the J^rejudice of the (ame ; decla- 
ring, that, in and for all their adlings, they (hall be ac- 
countable to, and cenfurable by the ne« Geiieral AC- 
fembly, as they Ihall fee caufe. And the Geherdl At 
iembly appoints^ the faid Commiffipriers particularly to 
obfei^e the afts of the tJieneral A^emblies one thbufand 
feyen hundred and twelve, and one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and nineteen, refpefting; the application of the 
public mottey ; which two ads sire printed attiong the 
AAs of Affembly one thoufand feven hundred and fixty- 
one. And this Cotrimiflion is to continue and endure 
until another Commiffion be appointed j and finembers 
are required to attend the diets of the faid Commiffion ; 
and abfents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, accord- 
ing to the 17th Aft of the General AfTeriibly held in the 
year. one thoufand feven hundred and fix. And for the 
bettet fecuriijg of a quoruni, and attendance of members 
on the Commiffion, the General Aflembly prohibits the 
Prelbytery of Edinburgh, dr. any Other Prefbytery liHthiii 
twelve mtileS thereof> to meet on any of the days or weeks 
appointed for the meeting of this Commiffion j and fiicli 
of tlie members of thefe Preiby teries as are on the Com- 
miffion 9 
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^ifiion, are j^eqniceS/edl oE'ih^m icvrglve. atttenikhcQ <m 
the cUets't>faef«crf { atrid the Prbfbytiaries atta gfreaterxkjli^jr 
^in^t} wha haVe fimr -dr : itore faadaher^ <M»<the)Gdmii^^ 
fidb, arie t6 take caoei 'that adtlfixAcbn^ o£-rtfa4tmfttsi^ 
e«acK diet of the fa^e': Aand tHecOesieraL'iMttmblyoai)^ 
point fheiic Cotmrnffianj at their fiofl meetings ijui diCci^ 
as many of the caufes and queftions relative to the fettle- 
ment of vacant Churches, which are or {hall be referred 
to them by the Aflembly, as they can overtake. And It 
is further provided> that whefi any: Prdbytery or 3yndd 
of this Church ihall decline to comply with the (entence 
of the Commlflion, or to give the fame a full execution, 
in that cafe the Commlflion is hereby prohibited to exe- 
cute the fame, by appoittidg any fuch correlpondent 
meeting, as has been fome time the pra<Stice, but (hall 
allow the fame to lie over to the enfuing Aflembly,, to 
^hich ^ch Pjrafl)vtei:ies or$yi)ods Jhall be anAverable fcf 
lucn tlieit cOnautt, ihd ate htjrth^y'afppomtty-to fend up 
Wifchj tbidt GomtniiBoners theiir; rcjifcns' fot; ^ej-i^me. 
And that in pafltng ^i^ir feoijtences^ and in OFcjering the 
cxecutioii orthd fane; they ftrlcHy'obfefv* the-«th Ad 
of theAflembiy one tboufand feren hundred and thirty* 
fix. 



^1 * 



VI. 



Interim Ad and Overture concerhiiig 
Ordained Affiilants/ 



Edinbnrgb^ May 39. 1784. 

THE General Aflembly having confidered the report 
of their Committee, appointed to take under their 
confideration the reference from the Synod of Glaigow 
and Ayr, concerning ordained afllflants ', are! of opinu)n, 
That both the Minifler of the parifl^, and his ordained 
afliflant and (ucceflbr, ought to be conftituent members 
of the Kirk-Seflion ; that in the Prefbytery and Synod, 
either of them who is prefent, may deliberate and rote ; 

that 
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tkat if bodi are prefeat^ idiefe prmleges belong to the 
Minifter of the partffa only; and that either of them i^ 
capable of being ^ei^ed a Member of the Gefneral A(^ 
fembly, but not both of them in. one yean* And agreed 
to epai^ the' fame as an Interim Ad, and to tranfmit it 
as anO^rcuve for the confidexation of Prelbytexiei^^. 



ii(My(:^Myi(^ 



vii: 






Repoi^meudati^il refpeiEHhjg;! 

to the Office of a Minifter^ without 
relatiQii to at particular charge. ; 



Edinburgh^ May 31* 1784. 

THEGommittee appointed tbcttniiderthi Overture 
refpedling Ordination to the office of a Minifter, 
yrithout relation to a particular charge, reported as fol- 
lows: Having carefiiUy confidered the laid Overture, 
find that mauer attended with fo many difficulties, that 
they are not ripe to propofe to the General Aflcmbly 
any precife rules concerning it, fit for being enaded in- 
to ilandinglaws ; and can only move, lliat the. Afiem- 
fely ihould, in the mean time, recommend it to Prefby- 
teries to be cautious in grianting ordination to fnch'per- 
fons as have neither a fixed charge, nor a reafonable pro- 
fped of fuch provifion as may enable them to fiipport 
the minifterial charader 5 and that no Prefbytery grant 
ordination to any perfon who has a near pro4)e<5t of re- 
moving froni the bounds of that Prefbytery into ano- 
ther, from whom he may, in due time, receive ordina- 
tion, if it fhall by them be found neceflary or proper. 
TVhich being confidered by the General Aflembly, they 
approved thereof, and do recommend accordingly, and 
order this recommendation to be printed in the Ads of 
ibis Aflcmbly. 

^ ^ vm. 
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yiii. 

A new Overture refpeding the Ordi- 
nation of Elders* 



: EJinburgbf May 31. iy9j^ ' 

WHEREAS, great irregularities have crept into the 
Church, with refped to the ordination of Elders, 
the General Aflembly overtures, That it be enaded^ 
That no Minifteir (hould fet apart any perfon to the of- 
fice of Elder in his congregation, who has not a fixed re- 
fidence in the pariih, or who is not an heritor in the pa- 
riih ; it being the true meaning and intent of ; this Over* 
ture, to prevent Elders being ordained in. congregations 
who are in nowife conned^ed with them: And it being 
Underftood, that any city or town, where there iire more^ 
cpngregations than one, (hall be held as one pariih, fo 
far as fe(^6ts the{>urpo(e of this Overtuf^. 



» ■ ■' . . . ' 

Overture from the Synod of Fife, re- 
fpeding the fecond paragraph of the 
Ad paffed in 1782, (Concerning the 
Licenfing of Probationers^ ordered 
by the Aflembly to be tranjQnitted. 



E£nhurgby May 30:1 1785. 

THAT it ihali tiot be competent for the Piofeflbrs of 
' Divinity, in the (pveral Univerfities of Scotland, to 
inrol any perfon as a Studept of Divinity, Vho does not 
produce to them at the time of his defiring to be in- 
rolled, either a diplorha of Mafier of Arts, -or a certifi-, 
cate, bearing. That he has gone through a full courfe of 

O philoibphy 
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philofophy at fbme of the Univerfities : And that it fhall 
not be competent for the pfefbyteries of this Church to 
admit any perfbn to probationary trials, unlefs the tefli- 
moftiak which he brings from the Profeflbrs of Divinity 
bear, that fuch diploma or certificate ^ha J bee6 produced 
at the time of his being inroUed 



#Air^A>^A>,tA^^AidLfUtX.:t<L#<J^wJI^^ 



X, 



Ad appointing the Diet of the next 
General AffemHy. 



THE next General Afibnbly of l^is ^gtionsd Chnrck 
is appointed ^o be held within the New Church 
Ayle of Edinburgh, on TTiurfday the j8th day of May, 
in the year 1786. 

ColUBed and extraSed from the Records of the Ge. 
, neral Affembly^ by 

JOHN DRYSDALE, CI. EecL Scot. 
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INDEX or ABRIDGMENT 



OP THE 



AcTiNos and Procebdinos of the General Aflembly 
of the Church of Scotland, held in the year l^is, 
which are not printed at full length. 



May 19. 1785. Seff, \fi. 

AFter fennon by the Reverend Dr John Dryidale, 
one of the minifiers of Edinburgh, Moderator of 
the laft Genei-al Afihnbly/ the Minifters and Elders 
convened in the Aflembly-houfe ; and, s^r prayer 
by the faid Dr John DrylHale, a letter was pfelented, 
addrefTed to the Moderator, from Mr Geoi^ Calm- 
crofs, Agent for the Church, infmuing the Aflembly, 
that, through indifpofition, he ilras pretiemed from at- 
tending his duty, as Agent and Afliftant-clerk, in the 
prefent Aflembly, and ■ recotlttn^ding William Mur- 
ray, y»«wr, writer in Edinburgh, aft a proper perfbn to 
officiate for him; the Aflembly fuAained Mr Caim- 
crofs*s excufe, and appointed Mr Murray to officiate 
in his place. . • 

The AflemTbly proceeded to the choice of a Moderator, 
when Dr Dryfdale propofed Sir- Harry Moncrieff- 
WcUwood, one of the mii^ifters df the Weft Church. 
Nq other perfon being added to Uie nomination, the 
roil was called, and votes mat-k^d;; and the Aflembly 
"unariimoufly made choice of • th«-faid Sir Harry Mon- 
crieff*Wellwood- to be their Moderator, who^ at the 
Aflembly *s defire,'t6tok the chair. 

The King's Commifllon to the Right Honourable David " 
Earl of Leveh, to re^eferit his Majefty's Royal Per- 
fon, read, and ordered to be VCkiorded. 

The King's moft gracious liett:cY*:«6:rfie Aflembly, read, 
and ordered to be recorded. :: 

The Commiflipner's l^exih ae <»pening thi& Ailembly, 
and the Moderatic«V%eeeb'iht«ti^ thereto.' ' 

His Majefty*s Royal Warrant ft>r L. 1000 Sterlings deli- 
vered to the Aflbmbly by hi&Orace the Cbmmiffioner, 
read, and ordered to b& rec6rd«id* 

H A 
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A Committee named for anfwering the King^g moft gra- 
cious Letter, 

A Committee named for revifing the commiiDons to the 
members of this Affembly, cenfuring abfents from the 
diets thereof, naming Minifters to preach before his 
Grace the King's Commiffioner, and receiving in lifts 
of the probationers in the feverai prefbyteries^in order 
tq their being recorded, 

A Committee for overtures named. 

A Committee for bills^ references and appeals nanied. 

Adjournment. 

May %o. 1785. Sejf. id. 
Sederunt. 

A diet fpent in prayer. 
New commKEons produced* 
The Committee for revtfiiig commiffions appointed to 

meet this evening. 
Adt VIL of Affembly 1718, for the better difpatch of 
• tlie bufinefs of this Aftembly, read, and the obferva- 
, tion thereof enjoined. 
Minifters named to preach before his Grace the Commif^ 

fioner. 
The Committees for overtures and tills appointed to meet 

this evening in their ufual places. 
Adjournment 

Mayzi. 1785. SeJJfi yl. 

Sederunt- 

New commiflions^ produced. 

The report of the Committee for overtures called for, 

. given in, and read. : 

The commiftion from the burgh of Aberbrothock re- 
jected, bccaufe the deftgnation of the prefl)ytery bv 
whom it is attefted, is a-wanting, and likewife, becaute 
the word day is interlined. TheCommiffioner's name 
€M:dered to be expunged from the roll. 

The commiflion from' the burgh of Inoerkeithing re- 
jedled, becaufe, in the atteftations by the kirk-feftion, 
and by the preibytery, it is not certified, that the elder 
rejides and officiates^ and none of the other alternatives 
are inferted, which the form prefcribes. The Commif* 
fioner's name ordered to be expunged from the roll. 

The commiflion from the burghof Banff rejet^ed, becaufe 
the ele&ion is naade. upon the i6th of Aprils which is 
not within the timelimitedby ad of Aflembly, and be- 
caufe 
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caufe it wants both the atteftation of the kirk-fefCon, 
and of the prefbytery ; and the Commiffioner's name 
ordered to be expunged from the roll. 

The commiffion from the burgh of Invernefs rejeded, 
becaufe there were not ten free days between the refo- 
lution and the day of eledion ; and the Commiflion- 
er's name ordered to be expunged from the roll. 

The draught of an Anfwer to the King's moft gracious 
Letter to this Aflembly, brought in, and approved ; 
and his Grace the Commiflioner, at the Aflembly *s re- 
queft, undertook to tranfmit the fame to his Majefty. 

The overtures tranfmitted, read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The roU ofcaufes tranfinitted by the Committee of bills, 
called for, produced, and read. 

Refolved to confider the caufes from Dalton and Melrofe, 
in (licceflion, on Monday, before any. other caufe* 

Agreed, That the parties in the above caufes have their 
caf^ laid on the clerks table, before ten o'clock on 
Monday morning. 

An appeal at the inftance of Mr Thomas Smith, mini- 
fter at Cumbertrees, againft the preibytery of Annan's 
attefting Mr Walter Scott merchant in Edinburgh, as 
a member of Aflembly for the burgh of Annan, heard. 
Found, That therq was qo caiiie. before the Aflembly. 
The papers tranfmitted, therefore difiniflied. 

A Committee naoied^to revtiib the a^^ings and proceed- 
ings of the Commiflion of the late Greneral Aflembly. 

A Committee named to revife the record of the actings 
and proceedings of the Committee appointed by laft 
Aflembly, for managing the Royal Bounty for. the 
.Reformation of the Highlands and Iflands. 

The Committee for overtures empowered to receive in 
from the feveral members any inftrud:ions gi^en to 
them by their refpedive Synods or Prefl)yteries, clafs 
- Uie matters therein contained, and prepare overtures 
thereupon to the Afliembly ; and receive in, and con- 
fider any accounts that fliall be given them of the ftate 
of the Church in the North Highlands, particularly 
.concerning the growth of Popery and fuperftition; 
and prepare overtures for preventing or fupprefling 
thereof. 

The Committee for bills appointed to meet on Monday' 
morning, at half paft ten, o'clock. 

Adjournment. 

May 
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Msy 23.*t785. S^. 4/A. 

Sederunt. 

New commiflions produced. 

Report of iiie Gonimittee for overtares produced and 
read« 

Synod-books called for. The Synod-boofcs of Gleneky 
Lothian and Tweeddale,Merfe andTen^iotdaie, and Fire, 
produced, and Gommittees appoioted 60 rewie the (kme* 
None of the other Synod-boofcs were brought up. iRefol- 
Ted, That die reafbtys for their n<« being brought up, be 
enquired iinto. The ^xcufe fuftained for the Synod* 
book of Dumfries not being produced. 

The roll of cauies tramfinicted from the Conimittee for 
bills, called for, produced and read. 

AGomihitceenamed to audit the Procurator and Agent's 
accounts, »confkle«- the Hate «if th^ p^Mic Money, and 
prq)are o\«evtares about ^die iame^ 

A^ Committee named to reconfi^er the better ordering of 
the Anembly-houfe,.and appointed to give in thfeir re- 

' port 'on Saturday ihottiingu 

An appeal of Rdbert Henderlbn. of Gleugh-heads, and 
others, libellers Jpf Dr Wiliiart Bryden, minifter of 
Dalton, a petitioner the faid Dr Bryden, and a pe- 
tition for the Syiiod of Dualities, read-. Agreed to 
confider^ j^, the reference fr^ the Synod of Dbm- 
frics : ijij Whether the two fofloWingqueftions fliould 

- be put to Ann Carrtithk-s, vh^ iff 9 if ever Ihc remem- 
bers rfikc Dt Bryded^ dbimn'd her for a fmoke-dried 
titch? 2d, Whether Mt Nicol, ^hen at Dr Birydfcfn*s, 

V afked her, Whether or hot ihe thought Ann Datzell 
• with child, and if he did not fay to her, thdt it was 
his opmioBi fhe was with child ■? After long reafonmg 
on the above two quefiions, a flhotion was made and 
ieconded. That the fentencfe of the Pteflbytery, refii- 
fing to put thefe queftions, (houW be reverfed. Ano- 
ther motion made and feoonded, Bccaufe thefe due- 
ftions contained aBd implied in them, the precife an- 
fwer wiihed for, and expeded by the party purffaer, 
-6bcy fhould be confidered as leading queftions impro- 
perly put to the witnefe, and that therefore, the Prefby- 
tery*s fentence, refufing to put them, fhould be affirm- 
ed. The Aflembly agreed to the following ftate of 
the vote, 4/^rm or Rever/e. The queiftion being then 
•put, it carried, Affirm. The Aflembly therefore af- 
firmed the fentence of the Prefbytery of Lochmaben, 

refufing 
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» 

refufing to put the above queftions to Ann Carni- 
thers. As to the other two queftions^ 1^, Whether 
or not, while hi the Dodor's fervice, Ihe Agnes Car- 
ruthers ever faw or obferved any indecent behaviour, 
or too much familiarity between Dr Bryden and lyirs 
Rae? and, 2d, Whether or not ihe was of opinion, 
and fufpefted that the perfon whofe foot ihe heard 
coming and going between the Dodlor's and Mrs 
Uae's room was Dr Bryden? the Ailembly affirmed 
the fentence of the Synod of Dunifries, reverfing 
an interlocutor of the Prefbytery of Lochmaben, re- 
iufing/to put the two forefaid queftions to Ann Carru-. 
thers. As to the queftion put to Adam Aitchifon, 
"Whether or not Janet Gordon afterwards told him 
the reafon of her afking the key of the barn, and 
what ,further converfation pafled between them on 
that fubjed: ? the Afjembly affirmed the fentence of 
the Synod^ reverfing an iilterlocutor of the Prefby- 
tery, refufing to put the above queftion. As to the 
examination of George Millar, the Aflembly affirm- 
!ed the fentence of the Synod, appointing the faid 
George Millar to be admitted as a witnefs, cum nota. 
The. Aflembly reverfed the fentence of the Synod, al- 
lowing the proof to go on, and reverfing the Prefby- 
tery^s interlocutor of the 7th of September, in refped 
that that part of the fentence of the Prefbytery of 
Lochmaben, which found the proof concluded, was 
not regularly before them. The Aflembly then pro- 
ceeded to confider the reference of the Synod of Dum- 
fries, concerning the fentence of the Prefbytery of 
Lochmaben on the 2d of November, refufing to go 
on with the proof, and to grant commiffion for exa- 
mining witnefles beyond the bounds of the Prefby- 
tery. After reafoning for fome time, the Aflembly 
adjourned this caufe till to-iporrow, and fummoned 
parties to attend apud aSa. 

The Committee for bills appointed to meet to-morrow 
morning. 

Adjournment. 

May 24. 1785. Sef. stb. 
Sederunt. 

New commiffions produced. 
Tlie Gonmiittee tor bills appointed to ' meet to-morrow 

morning, at half paft ten o'clock. 
Caufes fixed. 

I / Kefumed 
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Refumed confideration of the cattie of Dr Brjden, and 
agreed to take it up upon the reference by the Prcf. 
bytery of Lochmaben of the whole caufe. Dr Bry- 
den declared, That he had no objediion to the Pref- 
bytery of Lochmaben, their grantmg commiflion to 

. the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, or to any other Prefby- 
tery within this Church, to examine witnefles refiding 
in their refpe^bive bounds ; whereupon, the Aflembly 
oJKlaintid and appointed the (aid Prefbytery of Loch« 

. maben to grant commiflion for the purpofe forefaid, 
to ail and every Prelbytery of this Church, within 
whoie bounds the witnefles adduced by the parties do 
or may reiide* After long rea(bning on the queftion, 
Whether the Prefbytery of Lochmaben fhould be 
-ordained and inflruded to grant commifHons for exa* 
mining witnefles refiding in England and Ireland ? a 
motion was made, and feconded, To remit this caufe to 
the Prefbytery of Lochmaben, with inflrudtions to 
them to grant fuch commiffion to a perfon to be named 
by the defender, and approved of by the Prefbytery, 
betwixt and the firft WednefBay of Augufl next; 
whom failing, to any of his Majefty's Juflices of the 
Peace in that place where the witnefles refide, or other 
competent Judge ; and to them to empower the faid 
commifConer to examine witnefles living out of Scot«- 
land, for whofe non-appearance before the Prefbytery . 
of Lochmaben fufHcient caufe is fhewn, providing 
that the party requiring the fame ihall condefcend 
upon the fiidts to be proved by thefe witnefles, and 
fpecial interrogatories to be put to them, which fhall 
appear to the Court to b^ relevant : And allowing faid 
commiflioner to put fuch crofs iqiterrogatories arifing 
from the anfwers given by the witnefles, as may be 
fuggefted by the defender or his counfel; requiring 
further, previous intimation to be given to the parties 
fourteen days before the examination. Another mo- 
tion was made> and feconded. That the Aflembly re- 
mit to the Prefbytery with inflrudions not to grant 
commiflion for examining witnefles without the bounds 
of this kingdom. The Aflembly agreed to the follow- 
ing ftate of the vote. Grants or iVb/, it being underflood 
that if it carry Grant, the firfl motion fhould be adopted ; 
and if Not^ the fecond motion. The queflion being 
put, it carried Grant. The Aflembly, therefore, adopt- 
ed the firfl motion : And further ordained the Prefby- 
tery of Lochmaben, at fome meeting on or before the 

firfl 
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firft day of October next^ to put the queftions, and 
examine . the witnefles mentioned in the minutes of 
yefterdaj ; and alfo, to examine any perfons in the 
original lift of witnefles, who fhali appear on or befpre 
the faic^ day : But they declare^ That if no witnefies 
appear, or no application is made for a commif&on to 
examine witnef&s out of Scotland, on or before the 
faid day, the Prefbytery are inftruded^ againflthe ift 
of January 1786, to hold the proof as concludedfUnd 
to give judgment upon it ; and in cafe any commiffion 
fliall be required, ordain, That the proof taken ^pon 
it ihall be reported to the Prelbytery withiii three 
months after the date of the conmiifEon. Thereafter, 
a petition for the profecutors of Dr Bryden to the 
Aflembly was given in, praying either to grant com- 
miflion in terms fimilar to that given in Mr Lyal*s 
cafe, or to appoint correfpondents, as therein ftated, 
. or fuch other form as to the Aflembly (hould feem 
meet* The Aflembly unanimoufly difmifled the peti* 
tion. 
Adjournment. ^ 

May 25p 1785. Sejl 6ib. 

Sjedenint. 

New commiilions produced* 

The report of the Committee for bills called for, given 
in, and read 

The Procurator, Agent, Clerks, and Printer's accounts, 
produced, and ordered to lie on the Table. 

A petition for the Managers of the Royal Infirmary of 
Edinburgh, praying for a Collection, was given in, 
and read* The Aflembly appointed a general Collec- 
tion over the Church, for the benefit of the Royal In- 
firmary ; to be made in the Prefby tery of Edinburgh, 
on or before the firft Sunday of Auguft next, and 
through the reft of the kingdom, on fuch days as ihall 
be fixed by the feveral Preibyteries within their re- 
fpedtive bounds, before February next: The money 
collected to be tranfmitted to Mr Archibald Hope, 
Secretary to the Royal Bank of Scotland, and Trea- 
furer to the Royal Infirmary* 

Refolve to confider the caufe of Newburgh after that 
of Mr Macindoe ; after which, the caufe of Eflcdale- 
muir > and t&en tnat of the parilh of Cathcart. 

Several appeals in-the caufe, Robert Grierfon and others, 
dden of the pariih of MelroTe, againft Mr Frederick 

Maclaggan, 
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Maclaggan, minifter of Melrofe, heard, i^, An ap- 
peal agairift a judgment of the Synod of Merfe and 
Teviotdalej reverfing a fentence of the Prefbytery of 
Selkirk, and allowing Ifobel Mein (the perfon with 
whom Mr Maclaggan is charged to have committed 
adultery) to be admitted as a witnefs for proving the 
oibjeftions Sgainft Janet Bunzie, one of the witnefles 
for the profecutors : The Aflembly affirmed the fen- 
tence of the Synod of Merfe and Teviotdaie, and. al- 
lowed Ifobel Mein to be examined, mm nota. 2^/, An 
appeal againft a fentence of the Synod of the 28.th 
OcSober laft, finding, that a fentence of the Prefby- 
tery of Selkirk, pronounced on the r5th June prece- 
pting, fo far as it relates to the relevancy oftthe fad:s 
condefcended on to prove the. objections againft Janet 
^Bunzie, alid to fet her afide from being a witnefs, is 
iinal, arid affirming faid fentence of Prefbytery : The 
Aflembly affirmed the fentence of the Synod > refer- 
ring to both parties to be heard before tlie Prefbytery, 
how far the fadts deponed to by thefe witnefles are 
relevant to affedt the admiffibility or credibility of 
Janet Bunzie. 3^, An appeal againft a judgment of 
the Synod, of the faid 2&tn October, reverfing a fen- 
tence of the Prefbytery of Selkirk, pronounced on the 
nth of Auguft preceding, and allowing Mr William 
Scott, Procurator-fifcal of the fhire of Edinburgh, and 
Mr James Gray, writer in Edinburgh, the agent ifor 
the profecutors, to be examined on all fads and cir- 
cuibftances that are relevant to fet afide William Reid 
from being a witnefs, whether they came to the know- 
ledge of thefe fads before or fince they were em- 
ployed as agents ; excepting always fuch fadts and cir- 
cumftances as were committed to them in confidence 
by their employers : The Aflembly affirmed the fen- 
tence of the Synod, admitting the evidence of Meffrs 
Scott and Gray. 4/i&, An appeal againft a judgment 
of the faid Synod of 28th OcStober laft, affirming a 
fentence of the Prefbytery of Selkirk of the 9th Sep- 
tember preceding, and ordaining the profecutors ei- 
ther to retrad; an affertion. That Mr Maclaggan de- 
fired Ifobel Mein to give up Robert Bunzie as the fa- 
ther of her children, or undertake to give him a libel 
thereon : The AfTembly unanimoufly affirmed the fen- 
tence of the Synod. 5/^6, An appeal againft a judg- 
ment of faid Synod of 28th Odober laft, affirming a 
•fentence of the Prefbytery of Sejlkirk of the 20th of 

faid 
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^aid moBith, reiuiiqig a petition for the proiocutors Cb 
^'&rve an j^dditioiial lift of witwfles on Mr Majclaggan, 
aiiid to prorogate th£ term for concluding the proof: ^ 
The Aii^bly affirmed the fentence of thye Synod. 
6/^31 An appeal againft a judgment of the faid Synod 
^f 28th OAober, affinmng a fentence of the Prefby- 
tery of Selkirk of the 30th of that month, and refw- 
ling to fuipend Mr Maclaggan from the exercife uf 
his office of Minifier, during the dependence of t^ 
l^oc^fs:; The Aflembly affirmed the fentences^ of the 
• Synod and of the Pre(l>y tery, refufing to fufpead Mr 
.Maclaggan. 7fA, An appeal againft a jfndgmeiy: of 
the faid Synod of i6th April laft, in fo far a$ it de* 
blares, that their reverfal of the femencQ of the Pref» 
bytery of Selkirk, and allowing Agnes Fairbaim to 
be examined as a i^ritnei^ for the profecutors, fhould 
not be made a precedent for the examination of any 
other witnelles whatever, who either did, do, or (hall 
refide within the bounds of the Prelbytery of Selkirk^ 
The counfel for the profeputors at the bar pafled from 
the fame. Bib, An appeal againft a judgment of the 
Prefbyter^ of Selkirk of the 5th current, refufing to 
delay giving judgment on the proof adduced in fup- 
iport or the fecond libel, till the pr<)of qf the firft libel 
ihall be concluded ; and aUb, refusing to allow* the d^ 
pofition« of fome of the witnefles- adduced in fupport 
of the firft lihel, to be repeated in proof of the fe* 
cond, and finding, themfelves barred from doing o* 
therwife, by a lentence pronounced by them on the 
lath Odober preceding. The Aflembly affirmed the 
fentence of the Preibvtery, 9/^, An appeal againft a 
. fentence of the fgtd rrefl^ytery of Selkirk, rejecting a 
petition as inadmilfiye, which craved a diligence againft- 
witnefles, for proving material fadls noviter vijiierttia ad 
mtltlam of the, profecutor« ; The AlJbmbly found xhis 
appeal inadmiffible. io/i&. An appeal againA a judg- 
jGuent of the Prefbytery of Selkirk of the 1 2th inftant, 
refolving to allow liobel Mein, Mrs Stevenfon, and 
Jafly TumbuII^ to be examined as witnefles for Mr 
Maclaggan^ to prove his obje^ions. againft Janet, 
Bpn^ie and Wlllij^ra Reid. Tlie counfel for the pro- 
fefcutors at the bar pafled from this appeal. There- 
after heard a reference by the Prefl)ytery of Selkirk, 
of the faid 12th curreiit^ of the whole of the evidence 
againft the admifllbility of Janet Bunzie, and William. 
Reid^ 4is witnefles. The AJIembly^ in relpe<a of a re- 
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oqiiifition made by both parties at the bar, and, in re- 
fped of the fpecial circumftances oiF this cafe, appoint^ 
ed the Committee of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh^ 
formerly employed in taking evidence in this cauie, 
to examine the remainder of the evidence againfl the 
admifCbility of William Reid and Janet Bnnzie, and 
diredled the faid Committee to report to the Aflembly 
-on Monday next ; and deferred tl^e confideration of 
jthe reference above mentioned, till the report is made ; 
alfo delayed confideration of the reference on the 
proof of the fecond libel till Monday. 

The Committee for bills appointed to meet to-morrow, 
, at half paft ten o*clock. 

Adjourament. 

May 26. I'fZs. Seff. Jtb. 

Sederunt^ 

A new commiffion produced. 

The report of the Committee for bills called for, produ- 
ced, and read. 

The Committee on public accounts and new applications^ 
and the Committees for reviling the CommifGon-re- 
cord, arid the Royal Bounty-record, appointed to meet 
to-morrow, at half paft ten in the Society-halL 

The Synod-books of Angus and Meams produced, and 
a Committee appointed to revife the fame. 

A motion concerning the Form of Procefs given in, and 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Proceeded to cohfider the overtures from the Prefbyte- 
ry of Dumfries, from the Prefbytery of Kirkcudbright, 
from the Synod of Perth and Stirling, and from the Synod 
of Dumfries, relating to the Law of Patronage. The 
following motion was made and feconded. That the 
General Aflembly do appoint and ordain the feveral 
Prefbyteries within this Church, in the moft prudent 
• and refpeftful manner, to confult the Noblemen and 
Gentlemen of landed property, as alfo the Royal Bo- 
roughs within their refpedive bounds, upon the fol- 
lowing points, viz. imo. Whether they defire, that any 
alteration fhould take place upon the aSt 17 12, refto- 
ring Patronage, as it has been of late explained and en- 
forced by the decifiofts of General Ailemblies : Or, 
2doy Whether they would defire, in place of that adl, 
as it now ftands, the reftitution of the mode of fet- 
tling minifters, eftabiifhed by the ad 16905 or, the 
reftitution of that ad, with amendments. Or, I^fy^ 

fuch 
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fuch reftridions upon the ad 1712, reftoring Patro- 
nage^ as might prevent the bad conf^quences which 
are apptehended to have arifen from it. And that the 
Aflenibly do appoint the feveral Preibyteries to proceed 
in this matter with all convenient fpeed^ and report the 
iflue of their diligence to the next General Aflembly. 
Another motion was made and (econded^ To difmifs 
the overtures. After reafbning at great lengthy the 
Aflembly agreed to the following ftate of tW vote, 
CmfuUy or Difinifs. The queflion being then put, it ' 
carried, Difmifs. The Aflembly therefore difmifled 
the faid overtures, againft which (everal members dif- 
fented. 

Proceeded to confider the overture from the Sypod of 
Perth and Stirling, anent reftoring the claufe .in the 
inftru£tions to the Gommiflion, which was, lafl Gene- 
ral Aflembly, ordered to be ftruck out. The Aflfem- 
bly agreed, without a vote, to difinifs the faid overture^ 

Adjournment. 

May 27. Sejf. 8tb. 

Sederunt. 

Several members adhered to the diflient of yefterday, 
againft the decifion on the overtures relpeding the 
Law of Patronage. 

A motion made for appointing a Committee to revile the 
Form of Procefs. A Committee appointed according- 
ly- ^ 

The dommittee on the Enzie fund renewed, with the 

former powers. 

The Committee for bills appointed to meet. 

A complaint againft a fentence of' the Synod of Glafgow 
and Ayr, for allowing the Prefl)ytery of Glafgow to 
take Mr James Macindoe, ftudent in divinity, on trials, 
in order to 1 his being licenfed to preach the golpel, 
heard. The fentence of the Synod reverfed ;^ and 
found, That it is not competent for the Synod to al- 
low the Prefl)ytery to take Mr Macindoe upon 
trials, till the fentence of expulfion pronoimced up- 
on him by the College of Glafgow for contumacy, 
be removed ; thereafter, a complaint againft a fen- 
tence of the Prefl)ytery of Glafgow, for proceeding 
•on the trials of Mr Macindoe, heard, and the fen- 
tence of the Pre&jtery reverfed. 

Adjournment. 

May 
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Report of the GommitVeb for the Ipetcer orcile^lDg of tbe 
lAflemblj/^houfd^ grvten ih and read, sand approved cif 
a/9 foll6^s : L Th)at throe benches <en each fide of the 
houfe ihoiild be railed eff far the aceo^pmoda^ion t>f 
flhin«ers; IL That no j^ton be admitted iato tbe 
middle of the hbu&y extie^t members of A^fembly, 
ininifters^ thofe Vho attra^i thd^ Lord GoramiflioQ^r^ 
'and p^irties with dieir douiifel slM agem« > IIL That 
each membery at hi^ firft attendance ob the Afibmbly, 
fhall give his name in writing to the beadles at the 
do6r ; IV; That John Grie«?e, I^Cq; late Lwd P<t>voft 
of £diniH&g|b, Be appointed to carry thjele alterations 
into exeeution, before thd ineetlcig of the ittxt Ge- 
neral Afleffnby, V 

Tbe report of tJrt Gomtiiitcee for. bills Called for, givefe 
in and read. 

A6t approving of the account of Mr William Robertfon, 
Adhrdcat€> Procurator for the Church, and exonering 
and difchargmg Mr Robertfon of the fum reiceiv^d 
by bitti^ aiid appointiijg that he debiit Umielf ia bis 
riext accoutit with the fiim &f K 67 { la:'6if Stefling^ 
being the balance due by him. 

A€l approriog o£ the atdQunt of Mr G^jdrg^ Gaiiiaiofo(s« ^ 
agent for the Cimrch/and <exonering and di^h^rging 
Mr Cairncrofs of the fum received by him, and.ap- 
{Pointing ihat be crbdit himfblf in k^ nelt aecouot * 
with the fum of L. 7 : 18 : 3 Sterling, h^ng tbe ba- 
lance* due to himi 

The account of ft€ttio*ary-wMre d\ke hf tbecleti^d to Mr 
wElphiililoii Balfour^ ordered to bi^ paid^ 

Tke account* of Mr Ja£ne& Dickfen, primer fbr the 
Churchy ordered to be p^ud^ 

The Procurator gave in a report refp^dting the ferte <)f 

the ptibiic tnohey, and new applications thereanent ; 

. ordered to lie 6n the tabie till Mjonddy* Thfenkf rfe- 

tunied to the Procurator for hts cHlig6ncl6 and kffi" 

. duity in the ai^atrs x)f the Ghurch% 

Rep6rt by the Committee appointed to confider new a{)- 
pUcatioQS fo* ihares tif the pubitt tfioney, ei^r* read 
aiid apprbyed b£i , :■ •; / 

The Procurator authbriled.to pay to Mr WilHani MiUi^gan^ 
minifter at Kirkden, the fiim of L. 50 Sterlings ifi^cfife 
it ihall appear, that a balance to that amount is fTill 
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due for caarying on his appeal, but not to exceed that 
fum. 

The Procurator authorifed to pay to Mr John Ewait, 
minifter at Troqueer, the finn of L« 20 Sterling, a- 
gainft the term of Whitfunday 1786. 

The Procurator authorifed to pay to Mr Robert Mathie, 
nunifter at Glendovan, the fum of L. 15 Sterling, at 
the term of Whitfunday 1786. 

The proce& ia which Mr Patrick Macarthur, minifter at 
Torofay, is engaged refpeAing a debe, remitted to 
the Procurator and Agent for the Gnurch to carry on 
at the public expence. 

The Procurator avthovifed to pay to Mr John Martin, 
minifter of Mertoun, the fum of L. 20 Sterihig, at 
the term of Whitfimday 1786* 

The procefs in which Mr William Mitchell, miniftef at 
Tingwall is engaged, rdadretothe building a church, 
and iikewiie the procefs for an augmentation at his 
inftance, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for the 
Church, to be carried through at the public estpence 
of the Church. 

The procefs at the inftance of MrRiObert Mutter, mi- 
nifter at Kirkcudbright, for a certain fum in name of 
manfe-re»t, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for 
the Chureh to be carried through at the public ex- 
pence« 

The Committee for reviling the commiftion-recotd, or- 
dered to give in their report on Monday. 

The report of the vifitors of the Royal Bounty-record 
called for > the report, and alfb the condu(^ of the 
Maaagers approved of, and their book ordered to be 
attefted. 

Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this 
year,' with a commiifion and inflrudions to them. 

The Synod-book of Lothian and Tweeddale ordered to 
be attefted. 

The Synod-book of Angus and Mearas ordered to be 
attefted. 

Synod-books not produced, ordered to be brought up to 
next Aflcmbly* 

The Committee on new erections gave in a report, which 
being confidered, the Affembly, upon a motion, re- 
newed the Committee, with inftrudtions, to renew 
their application for an appropriation of part of the 
money arifing from the reftoration of the forfeited 
eftates, for the purpofes mentioned in the Committee^s 

L report, 
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xeport, and to take every meafiire that may appear to 
them proper for attaining that valuable object. 

The report of the truftees of the fund eflabliihed by 
a6t of Parliament, for a provifion to minifters widows, 
?5fr. containing an account of their proceedings fince 
laft General AfTembly, and a (late of ehe fund under 
their management being given in, the fame was order- 
ed to lie on the table till next diet ; and the thanks 
of the Houfe given to the Moderator, as collector, for 
his care and attention to faid fund. 

A petition for Mr Alexander Wilfon, mtnifter of the 
Scots Church at Campvere in Zealand, praying to be 
admitted upon the Widows fcheine ; ^the Aflembly una- 
nimoufly recommended the ifame to the truftees for 
managing the minifters widows funds for their con- 
iideration. 

A petition for Robert Grierfon and others, elders of the 
parifh of Melrofe, read ; the Aflembly appointed the 
petitioners to give in a condeicendence of the fads 
they offered to prove, and a lafl of witnefles by whom 
they were to prove the fame, and that before the rifing 
of this federunt, and to Ihew both thefe to the other 
party, before producing them to the Aflembly. 

An appeal of the Magiflrates and Town-council of 
Npwburgh, heard. ; the fentence of the Synod of Fife j 

fuflaining the call given by John Hay of Leys, Efq; 
to Mr Thomas Stewart to be minifler of the parifti , 

and church of Newburgh, affirmed, and the Prefby- i 

tery of Cupar appointed to proceed in the fettlement 1 

of Mr Stewart to be minifler of faid parifh, with all ' 

convenient fpeed, according to the rules of the Church. 

A petition for Mr John Lawrie, prefentee to the parifh j 

of Efkdalemuir, and for the Duke of Buccleugh, the 
patron, and others, heard ; the fentence of the Pref^ 
bytery of Langholm fuflaining the call to Mr Lawrie 
affirmed, and the Prefbytery of Langholm aj^ointed 
to proceed in the fettlement of Mr John Lawrie to be 
minifler of the faid parifh of Efkdalemuir, with all 
convenient fpeed, according to the rules of the Church. . 

Agreeable to the appointment in a former part of this 
federunt, Robert Grierfon and others, libellers of Mr 
Frederick Maclaggan gave in the condefcendence, with 
the lifl of witnefles then ordered, which was read ; 
and having refumed confideration of the petition, and 
xonfidered the condefcendence, the Aflembly refufed 

the 
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the defire of the petition^ and difinifled the fame^ the 
condefcendence appearing irrelevant and frivolous. 
Adjournment, 

May 30. 1785. Sejf. ult. 

Sederunt. 

Upon a motion^ Inftead of Renewing the former Com- 
mittee on new eredions, a new Committee appointed. 
The Procurator Convener. i 

Reafons of diflent againft the deciiion on the overtures 
concerning Patronage, given in, openly read, and or- 
dered to lie in retentis. 

Report by the Procurator refpedting the ftate of the pu- 
blic money, again called for, and unanimoufly ap- 
proved of. 

The report of the vifitors of the CommijEon-record, 
given in, and read, and the Commiflion's condudl ap« 
proved. The Aflembly*s thanks given from the Chair 
to the Moderator of the Commiffion, for their faith- 
fulnefs and diligence in the affairs committed to them^ 
and the record ordered to be attefted^ 

The report of the Committee for naming the members 
of the Commiffion of this Aflembly, and preparing in- 
ftru£tions for them, given in, and approved o£ 

The Synod-book of Mctfe and Teviotdaky and the Synod- 
book of Fifsy ordered to be attefted. 

The report of the truftees for managing thefiiiid for a 
provifion to minifters widows, Csft* containing a ftate 
of the fund under their management, and an account 
of their proceedings fince laft Aflemblv, again called 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the feparate regifter 
for that purpofe. 

Inftrudions from the Prefbytery of Dumbarton to their 
Commiffioners, concerning the laws againft profane- 
nefs, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for the 
Church, in tenns thereof. 

Lift of probationers produced, and ordered to be re- 
corded. 

Overture from the Synod of Fife refpedting the refidence 
of minifters, difmified as unnecefiary. 

Overture from the Synod of Fife, refpedting the adt of 
Aflembly, concerning the licencing of probationers, 
heard. The Aflembly appoint the firft part of faid 
overture to be tranfcutted tp Preft)yteries for their 
conflderation« Vide printed Adts. 

M A 
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A Committee appointed to confider the overture from 
the Synod of Angus and Meams on the mini/ierium 
vagum^ and to report their opinion of any amend- 
ments they may think neceflary to next Aflembly. 

Overture from the Synod of Murray on the protrading 
of fettlements, difmifled. 

Ail the overtures tranfmitted by laft Aflembly with the 
interim adt, Appointed to be retranfmitted. Vide 
J)rinted Adts. 

An appeal of James Hall and others, parifliioners of the 
pariih of Cathcart, heard* The fentence of the Synod 
of Glafgow and Ayr appealed from^ aiiirmed« And 
the Prcfbytery of Glafgow appointed to proceed to 
the fettlcment of Mr David Dow, to l)e minifler of 
the Church and parifh of Cathcart, with all convenient 
fpeed, according to the rules of the Church. 

A petition for Mr James Lawlbn heard,* and difinifled. 

A petition for Dr Hugh Blair, with a memorial of Mr 
Hugh Frafer^ miniftcr of the Congregation of Shel- 
burn in Nova Scotia, craving a colledlion through the 
different pariihes in Scotland ; and the copy of a grant 
of land for building a church of meetihg-houfe, read, 
and ordered to lie on the table.' 

An appeal of Mr Alexander Macgowan, minifler of Dai- 
ry, agaihil a fentence of the Prefbytery of Kirkcud-* 
bright, refpediing the places of meeting of faid Prefljy- 
tery, heard. The fentence of the Prefbytery affirmed* 

An appeal of Mr James Fortune, fludent in divinity, a- 
gainft a fentence of the Synod of Lothian and Tweed- 
dale, heard. The fentence of the Synod affirmed. 

The caufe againfl Mr Maclaggan remitted to the Com- 
miffion, it being now late, and the counfel for the pro- 
fecutors declaring, that he had no objcd:ion thereto. 

A petition and complaint at the inflance of Jean Purves, 
relidt of John Tuck, feuer in Coldingham, againfl Mr 
John JoUie minifler of Coldingham, heard. The com- 
plaint ordered to be ferved on Mr Jolly, and he or- 
dained to be fummoned to fifl himfelf perfonally be- 
fore the Commiffion in Augufl next to make anfwer to 
faid complaint, and the Clerk of Aflembly appointed 
to tranlmit an extract of this fentence to * the Prefby- 
tery of Churnfide, appointing them to fummon Mr 
Jolly to the faid diet of the Commiffion in Augufl. 

All caufes before this Aflembly, and not determined by 
them, and caufes remitted by former Aflcmblies, and 
aiot determined, referred to the Commiffion, with 

power 
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power to them to judge and finally determine there- 
in. 

Proteftations admitted. 

A Committee named to revife the minutes of the Aflem- 
bly's proceedings, at this and all the other diets there- 
of, and to pitch upon fuch of the A<Sks of Aflembly as 
are to be flanding rules, in order to their being print- 
ed. 

The minutes of this federunt were read. The minutes 
of former federunts bekig read at the diets fubfequent 
thereto. 

The Moderator's fpeech to the General Aflcmbly, and 
his Majefty's Commiffioner. 

The Lord Commiflionei^s fpeech to the Aflembly. 

AA appointing next General Aflembly of this Churchy 
to meet on May 18. 1786^ 

The Aflembly concluded with prayer, finging a pfalm, 
and pronouAcing the blefling. 



FINIS. 
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THE PRINCIPAL 

A C T S 



OF THB 



General MmU)^ 



OF THE 



C H U R C H 



O F 



SCOTLAND, 

Begun at Mdinbitrgby the i8th Day of May 1785, and 
concluded the 39th Miy faid Tear. 



The King's Commiffion to David Earl 
of Leven produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. 



E£nbtargbt May 18. 1786. 

THE General Aflembly of this National Church 
being convened and conftituted, there was pro- 
ducied to them, by the Right Honourable Da- 
vid Earl of Lbvbn, the King's Gommiifion, 
fealed with the Seal aj^ointed by the Treaty of Union 
to be kept and ufed in Scotland, in place of the Great 

Seal 
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Seal of i^cotlaody ;making. and conftituting him his Maje- 
.fty's Hi^ CommiflToiler and Rejlfe&itative in Ais Af- 
fembly ; \vhich Comikinion was pjjmlcly read f^i^h all 
due honour and refped, and ordered to be recorded iu 
the Books of AfTemblyi. ..The t(ew)r whereof follows ; 

GEORGIUS, D£tgrdfiity M^gjf^JEifiUinniayJ^ancia, 
et Sikrwi^ Bmx^ fk^ii ^i^efetfcfi Pmt^^ prAk bomi- 
fiibusy ad quos prafentts liter/e pervenerint^ Salutem. ^uan- 
doqutdem nos confidcf antes ^ quod gctieralis ecclejia Scotia con- 
ventus in dccimum iiSfavum diem H^rni profcimi convenire ordina^ 
ttVj)^ \ nofqlfiHiamahur^kvupidiy ^ nf:eJariuM^judicaffUi, 
incommodum dt£itt ecclefia^ ht idem tccftfia gevehtm conventus. 
diejiatuto debite obfervetur^ atque rebiis magni momihtji nos atio 
vocantibusj di£lo eon vent ui perjonaliter inter ejfe nequimus ; nof- 
que abunde fatisfaSi de fufficientia et jidelitate Jidelijfmt et dilec- 
iijjimi no/lri coiffjngttiuei, Davidis Cemtit 6fi Leyetiy^uod a^ 

funimum munas nqjlri fuprem CommiJidnQrii ^d diStitnJgenetti^ 
km conventum rite exercendum et obeundum ufquequaque Jit in- 

JruQus .; NiiV^riUi igitur,y.^s fiominqjje^ ^^^M^lp^i^K^K^^VPjf^t 
tenoreque prajlntium^ fi^iri^e\ conftitue^L ^ orainare^ meMoTd- 
tum^JideliJJimtim et pradiltBtJftmum mjlrum conjanguineum Da- 
videm Comitem de latwtn^ fupremum noftrum Commijftonarium 
dlRo generali ecclejia Scotia conventui^ dando et concedendo illi 
pirnrxm pottftattm ^ te mmiff tu n em^ ^ ^tmr r^fftrnm^J i icram n^ram 
perjonam et auSloritatem regalem reprefentandi^ nee non prafen- 
tiam nofiram fuppleiidi^ et locum noftrum in diSo Jubfequenti ge* 
nerali conventUy tanquam Commiffionario noftro ad bunc effeSum . 

fpecialiter conftituto^ tenendi^ onmia alia ad imperium et munus 
Commijponarii pro generali ecclejia conventu peragendiy tarn 
pUne wde^^tAQftrt in qaovif reffUSjUy qjuafn quUibei, qlitfs fp. fO'-- 

. dem fummo ^unerefecerat^ /eu quovis tempore pratcrito Jacere 
pstuer^il, ^liatf ftnhs ipft piffinalittt fr%^eidex. jkiCtKA 
mus, ^aque omnia et ftngula qua diSus David Cpmea de 
Leven, in bac nojlra commijjione p^ofeqtienda legitime fecerit'^Jeu 

Jieri ordinaverit^ nos Jirmiter approbamnsy et ratificamus.^ In-^ 

fuper omnibus et Jingulis diBi conventus et ecclejfia pajloribusy 
et prejbyteris caterijque quibufcunque^ intra illam partem Magna 
Britannia Scotiam vocatam^ JiAdkh mjftrh) tujdf^ 

feu iqualit^tisy M di&um Ida^dem CtrnliTem tie htiifi^'3an- 
ifuarn Jlipr&fkufk fu^um (Uiitmijffkfka^imt^^ q^ et^mo- 

thtmfitpra mentknatuim^ n^ttafOur^ ^dJcMt ttrntUant^Jkiae 

pf^ei^mus ^ ftumdamut^ Atque Jmni^'n^dmGmimiJJtonem 
a S£todeiini(f ^Oaw die Mtdipt^iMdmi iMipeUe^ tt d^c^d^moe 

fuijfiquem feffione diSti gine^aHi ^/M^/iii i^lyulg^reetrntrnwirty 

declaramus^ 
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jh jiHffUS M t^kaomimy ktdd frafemi cart* uoftr^y^gUtum w- 
JhwmjffetW^pnisJra^atftm^ufiosReiid. a iit Scotta; wee etioeq 
Mi^m^'^il^igtifikii^ptftid* ori^Mot, a^adi numdamut; e^ud 
euikiiifiili^atiiStJam(f*t, dKtidedm ^ tfmjU.Aprdu^ oftt^ 
Vtifllhif Pf0e/m fef^ugent^jtma e$:oa^efim JetetOt Rtgniqmf 

ijfaiBtffirifiTiiT7fffr(f.rffTii1rfr*[7fr*r*''i*r*"*"i*rft*" 

*:h ill ' rr'irn-y \i::/ :: . : ^r i /.. .. .j^-; 

iJiw: &Na*»;fl»ft/g^ t^ttier to ti^ 
Dy his Ma|efty*i Comiiuffioner; 



t;..'!^- « ^ i^f 



'a'E.OKG5 R. 



r 




welL It Is .with great) iatisfadioji^ thltWe avail 
Ourfelves of this opportunity of renewing td you thofe 
teftimppics of Oui; paternal lUTeft ion, which your duty 
and loyalty to Us, and your ileady attention to the im- 
portant concerns of Religion and Virtue, deferve at Our 
hands. . • : 

We do moft willingly couiit Atiance your prefeht meet- 
ingi with Our Roy^l a|)prx)^ation and authority, from 
a nrfti petfuafidA, that you WiH continw to promote the 
happinefs of Qur Ribiga, m^ fhat you will apply your 
whole attention to the purfuk of fuch mea&res as may 
heft tend to the fupport of the Chrifiian faith, the ad- 
vancement of true religion and piety, and the fuppreiCon 
of irreligion and licentioufnefsf you may he afiured that 
fuchajppnduft c^ ^your pa^rt, will, at all times, .m«e|^- 
wiith Our hpar^y ^pa^urrence ^nd fupport, and that \^ 
ihali .cisintinue In, Our detei^QHoation to preferve aifd 
amaintain to the Church of Scotland, as hy law eftahlifh- 

B ed. 
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ed, the ftjll ^dlVee^eyOMtft'of 4^ i$^l? AitvfWiVil - 
li^i;. ' HaVlAgliie foH^'^e6n^ki«^ee4n «h« fidMii^ftfiod 

M'^^ had dr hl^ pftidend)^ ftAd ^ligeA«i» viA^tn<^lHi^^< 

to reprefent Our Pcrfon, being pei<KmdAi^, 'tNt>nitae-ifi^ 
peiieiK*^ y^^jfr tiad Zf liis^f^itfdy «t(Sdifi«itp(r^\!^ Our • 
fervice, and of his zealous adherence to the Church of 
Scotland, will render him acceptable to you. 

^hxrt^tii&fib addf^Qi£tf ><ifiiAM«h9,' tiftHr^ttlNM^ 
jcelTary debates and contentions amongft yourielves may 
be carefully arolded, and tl^at you will continue in the 
fame fteady courfe, for the-aavancement of every thing 
which may increafe that tmanimity and brotherly lore, 
which will infiire a happy and fatisfadory cooclufion.af 
tW^reient; iAe^thg<<^tiM^l^nekflrR^mfcl^yli6ri^ 




By his Majefty's Coouaand, 

Addreffed thus : To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved 

i(t^e Mojderatbrv MiJnfters''4M'£ld8is:af tHeiOole^ 

i i «/VJfl[embly>. df tiie. Cbticch: cf Si^tfauid. .'. \ ! i:> . / J i, 

; .i . . . / ^" 7 •'. • . !■; U) ,,'i:i..xc|qo ij.i; 'Iv .'.yIylK.(/ 
• » • ,f ' -. * *"P- r <ff r^ '\ 






rr ^i:;/i. 1- _ : c.* 



,, JII. 

The Genial Aif^nafely's AhC^er ti^ '',^^ 






Afoy «''/&e/'f)«fr;'^^i:y^!>- -tl* ui":-.' 1 .". i':t..^^i'L■ 



YOUR Jliagefty*!s moft 'gratidtis •^lefctr'waj-'^j^fiittiS' 
cd to us, met.'iti'!buri=l^ti4i3f Wera%V ^«t 
confidcred as an expre|lttUii':,6f ;V«ii*;'Rbyal' FaV<Mir,- 



a 
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iHaUk Alid(bl^cdiftlli«aii0fd,iNii& ybtip 4^<j^k AnthoritT. 

1n«^>cikbitiieiy«iab2««:toMl«>i0fltlie fligteiH6ndu»b{eitbe 
Wkh9^iik^h^^9^x9'^nsSim'yottTRf^ in k, is 

^tt)HI^*dbob{>tl%l#%«r^ib.> Hit<«ttiM9liQiinit ltd your fiSijc- 
n^f FI§<feii-^MBdiQ^M<<irha«^t|^l^ Mt^ei'lfctt the dif- 
<i9ft^'^'fhi»J^^.'(^cife,'«tid-hiB\W!il isnowQ regard 

mtMft/^A^mf 4bQM(iAU^'^im «o: your M^efty*4lis- 
gard, render him highly deferving of ours, and entitle 
him to the greateft liondli^ ittM mf^€t 'Mtfi. tts. - 

Permit us, moftv'^tilia)iMsiiSotrereigti^r6o':4kfiare you, 
that, in all the -matters which fh^U^ cotae-bdEbre us, we 
ihall never lofe fight <^Miibfo 'iifap<wia4c^6bieds which 
7#t<'a)r^pIeJ^' to' brings >Sdt4> iNwr, •likai^fp&tt bf the 
Ghriftian farth,'-^hi^ad<ri«d««fli^il«'«)£<tfUcfr^^on imd 
piety, and the fiippreHion of irreligion and UcentiouH- 
nefe. • ■'"•■ -■>' '> '■■■ ■ .J" 

Thankful to your Miijidfl^'^ ydoripatemal exhorta- 
tion, to avoid'^U <«isii$^6flDu^'i«tebaiC6»iiad contentions 
anjong i^urfelye^f yptM^ Majefty may be alTured, that our 
buHbdl'ihalibi; c6nda€^ea, as' far as pofGble^ with that 
harmony, good temper, Ghriftian charity, brotherly love 
and true moderation, which, we know, are neceflary to 
give dignity to. our charader^ weight to^ ©ur decifions, 
and.fqccefs to our rainrftrations. i *.•."..■. . 

Senfible of the many bleflings we enjoy under your 

Majefty's mild and gracious adminiftration, we mall« 

with indefatigable zeal, en^eftvour to imprels (ientiments 

< of loyalty and gratitude on the minds of all your Maje. 

fty*8 rfiiVjcifts under our care. 

," • T-he aflurance your llaje'fty -is - pleai^d* t^ igisw uaj'^cdf 
yoat determiiHid r<o^u^io^ to.j^e^ 4^r Gbufclji in all 
its juft rights and privileges^ we receive wit^* the great- 
e(t pleafitre, and ■ rely oci '-with the mdff.^tliDS confi- 

iFhat Alnvighty God, by wftbiB. KmgV reign^ may pre- 
:ferve your Perfon, prolong' ylwri lEleiga, VuaUIih^^rour 
Throne in righteoufnefs, blife your Counfels, give fuc- 
•cefs.sind vigour jp. vpur AdipiniiU^tion^ lonjprefcrv^ 
you as the Guardtwh of our"KeUgioli''iifd 'O^^^ r|n- 

.der ypii ever li^py'^t hbn^^Und r^l^e^d 'khrq^ : 
'That'hfeinay pouY 'down^hir bfeft'^blefflflf^^^^lto 

. Royal 
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' A9oral OwSoiti'^t Que^, the P/uicje^ W4es^ Mt4 «ll 
the branches of your Royal Family, diat their f^aiff^c- 
ters. may be diflinguifhed £»r all : thpie yiitues tfaic.can 
adorn th6it exalted ftai:ioii,:and ea4Mir theip tf^ a ch|^ 
ful people: That Great Britaia may rwrn^, t(^.i§»e& 
pofterity, the happy feat (^liberty, u&iiil ijsimif^tiaiqd 
religion, under toe AuTpieious gov^npacwt ,of. {^rjoces 
defcended from your iUaftrious Hoike i. ^mkL thatii t^icr 
a long life of eminent and. d«ftiDg||ii49e4 virtue imon 
earth, yosr Majefty may receiyte the glorioui rewara.of 
it in beavaii, are, and ever Ihall be. n^^ ew^eft ffif^iers 

ofi ..•. . . ; .. • ': ;•{.,; 

May it pleafe your. Mftjedy, 
Your M^jefty's moA &ithfid, . j J 

Mdft obedient, f ; .; 

Andmoft loyalfiibje^fy rj^. 

. The Miniiibers and £lden met in this Niiutioiial 

. AilemblyiOf theGburoli of Scfl^pd. . . 

Signed in our name, 

:Iii<eur-ptieienc^t ... . ' 

And at otinypo in t i nent, by 



- 1. 



;d:u n c a i^ s.h a W, MoJ. 



r? '. ..•■•■ ; 
1 •'•*■•' yr .. . 



Comauflloa to (bme Minifters and Ruling 
Elders for the Rcform^ition of the 
Highlands and Iflandsbf Scotland, 
and for managing his Mmefty's Royal 
Bounty for that end. 

^ • • • # 

^T^HE General Aflembly did, and hereby do, nominate 

X *^d appoint the Reverend Dr Duncan Shaw, one 

of the miftifters of Abetdeen, their Moderator, all the 

miniffers 
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minifliers who are rhembers of the Prelbytfery of Edin- 
burgh, Mr John Couper at Glafs, Mr John Grant at 
Kirkmichael, Mrjikiies GiHan at Speymouth, Mr Alex- 
atuter Ooirl at Edinkillie, Mr Patrick Dunbir at Nairn, 
Mr ^orge Watfon at Inverneft, Mr David Denoon at 
KilcHtaan, Mr George Balfonr at Tarbat, Mr Charles 
Calder . at Urquhart^ Mr Patrick Grant at Bolefkia, 
Mr Martin Macpherfon at Slate, Mr Alexander Mac- 
kay at Batras, Mr Edmund Macqueen at Bara, Mr 
M«rftidch Macivfer: at Lochalfh, Mr William Keith 
at •Kilck>nan, Mr John Thomfon at Buirnefs, Mr 
George Mackenzie at Olrich, Mr George Barry at Kirk- 
wally.Mr Fiiancis'Liddel atOrphir, Mr WiUiam Mitchell 
at Tingwall, Mr Thomas Robertibn at Dalmeny, Mr 
RobeftiPearfqn at Biggar, Mr Charles Findlater at Lin- 
ton/ E^ Henry Grieve at Dalkeith, Dr Geofge Barclay 
at Haddington, Mr James Williaihfon at Whitekirk, Mr 
Geoxge Ditimmond at Cranfliaws, Mr George Tod at 
Eyemouth, Mr James Richardfon at Mackerfton, Mr 
Ja©es, Hay at Kixkt0wn,^Mr Lawrence Johnftbn at Earl- 
ilon, Mr James 'Erftine at Robetton, Mr Abraham Ni- 
viibh at Middlebee, Mr William Little at Wefterkirk, 
Mr Thomas Henderlbn at Dryftlale, Mr William Ran- 
ken^iat Sanquhar, Mr James Lawrie at Tinwall, Mr 
John. John ft on at Croffinichael, Dr William Boyd at . 
Ponntngham, Mr James Caddel at New Luce, Dr Pa- 
trick Woodrow at Tatbolton, Mr James Richmond at 
Irrine, Dr John Adam at Greenock, Mr John Scott a^ 
Strajthaven, Mr Jofeph Henderfon at Wifton, Mr. Alex- 
ander Ranken at Glafgow, Mr James Graham at Kil* 
earn, Mr Hugh Mactavifli at Innerchaflan, Mr G/eorge 
Macliefh at Saddel and Skipnefs, Mr Archibald Campbell 
at North Knapdale, Mr Patrick Macdonald at Kilmore, 
Mr Patrick Macarthur at Torofay, Mr Robert William- 
fon at Lethindy, Mr David Black at . St Madoes, Mr 
John Mufhet at Stirling, Mr John Baird at punning, Mr 
John Kinrofs at Lecropt, Mr Alexander Thomfon at 
Gamock, Mr George Gib at Wemyfs, Dr Michael Green- 
law at Creech, Mr Thomas Kettle at Leuchars, Mr 
John Bruce at Forfar^, Mr William Gordon at Elgin, 
Dr John Scott at Twineholm, Profeflbr George Hill, 
St Andrew's, minifl:ers ; Mr Ifaac Grant writer to 
the Signet, Dr Gregory Grant phyfician, JEdinburgh, 
Mr Thomas Gordon writer to the . Signet, Mr Lu- 
dovijck Grant jun. writer, Bailie John Lothian, Edin- 
. burgh, Convener John Liridfay, Bailie William Galloway, 
Mr Frafcr of Gortelcg, the Procurator, Mr Bannatyne- 
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William Macleod advocate Prof^or Hvgh Macleod, Bai. 
lie Daniel Miller, Mr James Toriy merekmt, Edinlrargli, 
Mr Malcolm Laing, adixxrate, Mr John Taylor, deric to 
the Signet, Profeflar Andrew Dalzel^ Edinbm^, Bulie 
James Dickfon, Bailie James Gentle, OonTencr OrUndo 
Hart, WiDiam Ramfay of Bamton, Edfi;; Mr John Gbag 
merchant, Edinbargh, Mr James Home, writor oo theSig* 
nit, Mr Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Mr Matthew Sancb- 
kiKls, writer to the Signet, The Solicitor-General, Mr 
Richard Tod merchant. Honourable General Mackay, 
Mr Wat(bn of Towrin, Mr Albtn Macdeugal, writer to 
the Signet, Mr Walter Dunbar, Mr James Ho^, Mr 
Thomas Adair, writer to the Signet, Colonel Campbell of 
Mooozie, Mr Maclauchlan of Madauchlan, Mr George 
Imlach, writer, Mr John Erfkine, advocate, Bailie £lder^ 
Mr James Cunningham of Hyndh<ype, Mr George Fer>- 
guflbn, advocate, Mr Home of Ktldufiv Bailie Maodowall, 
Mr Alexander Bonnar, banker, Mr John Dickfbn, advo- ' 
cate, Mr Chriftopher Moubray, cafhier to the Friendly In* 
furance*office, Mr Niel Feiigu'flibn, advocate, Dr Andrew 
Dancan, Mr Thomas Duncan, writer, Mr William Mac- 
doqald of 6t Martin's, Ruling Elders, to' be a Committee 
of this Aflembly, for the reformation of the Highlands 
and Iflands of Scotland, for procnoting the knowledge of 
true religion, fupprefling Popery and proianoiets, and 
for managing the Royal Bounty, for theie eskd^^ accord* 
ing to, and in renn^ of his Majcfty's grant to this Aflena- 
bly. In profecution of which purpo/es, the Committee 
are to appc»nt Preachers and Catechifts, to go co fuch 
•places as they ihall find, upon due information, to be the 
mod proper, according to his Maje(ly*s defign, exprefied 
in his warrant ; and, in fo doing, that they haveparticu* 
Jar regard to fuch parilhes in South Uift, Small Weft, 
Glehco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, and 
Lochaber, and the other parishes of die Synods of Glendg 
and Argyle, which the Gonimittee fliall find, by reaibn 
of the vafk extent, by the pre valency of Popery and igno*- 
rance, and other unhappy circumftatioes, to be in the 
greateft diftrefs': And they Ihall take care, that the per- 
ions they employ be Certified, and found, upon due trial, 
to be properly qualified for thefe refpedlve offices^ of 
good abilities for the fame, of a pious life and converfe- 
tion, prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Ms^jefty, and 
of competent &.ill in the principles of Divinity, and par* 
ticularly in Popiih controverfies : Such Preachers and Ca^ 
techifts being hereby appoisitsed to be Aifc^ed co^ and un^ 
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der the inl|iedion of the Prefbytcrie^ of tiie bouisids to 
wfaick they are fent, wlio are to take care that the orders 
of the Committee be d«)y obferved by them. And tht 
iteachers .are al{b appointed to catechife, and both they 
and the Gatechifts to iiiftnad the peopie from hoafet^ 
hao£Q, and to vjfit the fidcy and, in all their labour a^ 
moag the |ieople, to be -careful to. teack tibem the prin*- 
iCiples and daties qI£ the true Ghriftiaa Proteilant religion^ 
and the ofaUgatioDs they are under to discy and loyalty to 
-onr Sovereign King GreoTge, and obedieoee to the laws : 
And die Gonmktee'are eropoisnered tp gwtfi them £Lich in<- ' 
firudionsy as to their work and behaviour^ as they fhali 
judge meet 4 whkh inftrndions the Preachers and Gate^ 
chifts are hereby ordered to obey. llie<3eaeral Aflembly 
do further appoint the iaid Committee, to hare a particu- 
lar regard in their proceedings, to the iiegubaions agreed 
upon by the Gommttfeee of the AfSbnibly for managing 
the Koyal Bounty » on the 30th of September 1750, ap^- 
proven by l^queat Ailemblics:, And £q take care that 
Prefbyteries, and others concerned, obfo^e the Came,- 
which they are hereby ordered to do : ParticuJady, the 
Ailembly ^ordains the feveral Prefbyteries to infertin their 
regiftersi the Committee^'S appointments q£ the deiigna-. 
tions, falartes, and ftations of the feveral miffionaries, and , 
toha^e an.exaift r^;axti diereto^ in all the letters they ihall 
write about the &id mifiionariesi and in giving of oerti- 
. £cates to them ; and to direA all their letters^ concerning 
sftuifionaries in their bounds, only to^ the Moderator of 
the Committee ; which letters fliall be%ned^ attheap- 
|M>intment of the Pre&ytery, by the Moderator or OerJc 
thereof: And the Aflembly does diicharge any payment 
to be made of the iaiaries of the miflionaries, except upon 
receipts from the miffionar ies them&lves, and upQQ certL- 
ikaccs &Qxn the Prelbyoerics, bearing. That they ha^c fer- 
vied for the ti«ae jnentioned in the receipts v And that eve- 
ry Gacechift, who recei'v^s a iaiary from the ELoyal Boun- 
ty, on cdndidon that the pariihioners or. gendemen of the 
diftrt^ ihall pay a certain ium in aid of foch iaiary, ihall 
iafert, in the body of his woeipt so the Cafhier^ a declara- 
tion chat he has raoeived the particular ifum ipecififid.; and 
that the acteftation of the Preibytery £iaU in like manner 
bear, that the Gatechift :ha6 received the ftipiilated fum 
"whidi the Gommittee ^make the condition of hts appoint- 
orent ; it /being landerilood by this refolation, that the 
Several itations/ with treg4ind to which itich conditions 
"Were iorifiaaUy made by lihe Gtmiraattee^ vdien no i^ch 
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declaration df rthc Catechift, or atteftation of the Prefbyy 
stery, as is now propoTdd, is received by the Caihiep, 
ihall be afterwards fupppeiled by the Committee, though 
the Cateohift fhall, notwithftanding^ receive the falary fiSi- 
^he time he n cerofied to ha've pei^ormed his duty.. That 
<i journal of the itinerant's lafeotirs in the tniniftry, of the 
miilion comnvictcd to him, be written oii the badkof the 
Prefbytery's certificate, and iigned by him, r as the grouiid 
*tm which the Pfcelbytery have granted; him faid ,ceWfi- 
cate. The General Affdmbly' do alfo .empower the", faid 
•Committee to apply^ for the purpofes above mentioned, 
what may remain of the laft year's Royal Bounty: nbt 
difpofcd of, by:^ rcafon of any of the miffionaries not, f el- 
iilling the appointments laid upon them ; and that! ih^y 
are to keep a Tegifter of ' their proceedings, andllkc- 
"wife diftindl books of accounts, how the.forefaid money 
4s:t)eftowed, which fliall be patent td any conceritjed' 
who : pleafe to infpedt the fame. Of the perfons above 
iia^med as members of this Committee, live are declared 
,to be a quorom, whereof three are to be minifters. 
But- it is hereby appoinced, That, at the. quarterly meet- 
ing of the Conmiittee, in which the fcheme or eftablilh- 
ment of miflionaries for the enfuing year is to be appro- 
ved and. determined, not lefs than fourteen ftiall be the 
quorum, whereof nine ftiall be miniftersj and the faid 
Committee are appointed to have their getieral meetings 
at Edinburgh, the firft; lawful day after the adjournment 
of each of the four ftated diets of the Commiffion of die 
General Affembly, within the Affembly ayle, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, except that day fhall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the meeting £hall be upon Monday next 
thereafter, at the faid hour ; with power to the faid Com- 
mittee to adjourn themfelves to fuch times and places as 
they ftiall find moft: needful and convenient : And they 
are to keep a correfpondence with the Commiflion of the 
General Affembly, and the Society for propagating Chri- 
fl;ian Knowledge, and their Committee of Direftors, and 
to take their advice and afliftance; and alfo to correfpond 
with the Synods and Preft)yteries concerned. They are 
likewife inftruded and empowered, as they fliall fee caufe, 
to apply to. the Government, or any Magiftrate, for ; aflift- 
ance and fupport in carrying on the defign of the com- 
miflion now given to them. And the General Affembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertfon advo(:ate. Procurator 
for the Church, and .Receiver of the foref^id Royal Boun- 
ty^ to pay out the fame, as he ftiall he dircAed.^and•JtM:- 
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dered by the forefaid Committeei and according tp their 
rules. And the faid Committee are appointed to. examine 
the accounts of the diftribution of the Royal Bounty, and 
lay the fame before the Lords GgmmifSonera of his Ma- 
jefly*s Trcafury, or the Barons cJf his M&jefty's Court of 
Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the General 
AlTembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it 
is agreed, That no perfon once employ9d and ipfert in 
the fchemc, ihall be ftruck out thereof for that year, but 
by the quorum of at lead fourteen, whereof nine to be 
ininifters; and in cafe any complaint ftiall be made againft 
any of them on the fcheme, it Ihall not be determined 
the firft ordinary meeting that the fame is offered, but 
it Ihall lie on the table till another meeting ; andin* the 
mean time the perfon complained of, and the Prefbyi- 
tery of the bounds wherein he officiates, Ihall be ac- 
quainted of fuch complaint, and thofe concerned be re- 
quired to fend to the faid Committee a juft account of 
the matter ftgainft the next meeting. Audit is further 
appointed, That after the yearly fcheme of miflionaries 
on the Royal Bounty is fettled in manner above direct- 
ed, and notice thereof given by letter? to the Prefbyte- 
ries concerned, fuch Prefbyterieft Ihall fend up . to the 
faid Committee their anfwer to thefe letters, at fartheft 
with their Commiffioners to the General Aflembly, if the 
fame be not done fooner ; and that the Committee^ at 
their fil-ft meeting after the General AlTembly, fhall en- 
deavour to complete the next year's fcheme themfclvea ; 
and if they cannot complete it, they fhall name a Sub- 
committee of their number for that purppfe, who are to 
lay their draught thereof before a fubfequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as foon after the riling 6f the 
Affembly as poffible. And empowered the Qommittee, 
at their firft meeting, to rejedl any' petition for a ndw 
ftation, in cafe tKey fliall find fufficient objccSliohs a» 
gainft it ; and that the faid Committee, in making; up 
the fcheme of miffionaries, 5jfr. do not exceed, the fum in 
the grant. 
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Commiflion to fbme Minifters and Ru- 
ling Elders, for dilcufling Affairs re- 
ferred, to them. 

» 

THE General Aflenibly, confidering there are ibme 
affairs, which they cannot overtake, do hereby no* 
minate and appbint the Reverend Dr Duncanr Shaver, one 
of the minifters of Aberdeen, their moderator > from the 
prefbytery\.of Meigle, Mr John Halyburton at Kettina, 
Mr James Edward at Lentrathen, Mr James Playfair at 
Bendochy, minifters, Patrick AlifQn of NewhalU Eft}; ru- 
ling elder ; from jhe prcfl)ytcry of Forfar, Mr John Bruce 
at Forfar, Mr Thomas Ogilvie at JKirrymuir, minffters, 
Alexander Watfon, Efq; younger of Turin, ruling elder; 
from the preibytery of Dundee, Mr James Scott at Amch- 
terhoufe, Mr Thomas Conftabie at I^, Mr David Spence 
at Kinnaird, minifters, Mr George Imlach writer in Edin- 
burgh, ruling eldier j from the prefbytery of Aberbrd* 
thodc, Mr William MilUgan at Kirkden, Mr Alexander 
'Mackie at Ai4)roath, minifters, Mr Thomas Milne mer- 
cliant in Canongate, ruling elder ; from the burgh of A- 
berbrothock, Mr Thomas Duncan Writer in £diabur|^h; 
from the prefl>ytery of Brechin, Mr James Lauder at 
Dun, Mr Andrew Gray at Caryfton, Mr Alexander MoUe- 
fon at Montrofc, minifters, Alexander Burnet, Efq; advo- 
cate, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Montroie, Mr Wil- 
liam Leflie, writer to the Signet ; from the prefbytery of 
Fordoun, Mr Robert Young at Benholm, Mr Alexander 
Leflie at Fordpun, Mr Robert Foote at Fettercairn, mini- 
fters,. Mr John Playfair, Profeffor of Mathematics, "Edin*^ 
burgh, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Aberdeen, 
Dr John Brown at Newhills, Dr John DryfUale, one of 
the minifters of Edinburgh, in place of the Moderator, 
Mr Robert Dunbar at Old Machar, Mr Robert Wyatk at 
S)c:eeile, minifters, Mr James Hogg in Aberdeen, James 
Gunninghame, kfq; of Hyndhope, ruling elders ; from 
the King's College, Mr Roderick Macleod, Sub-principal; 
from the prefljy tery of Kincardine-o'neal, Dr John Ogil- 
vie^ at Midmar, Mr Thomas Gordon at Aboyne, Mr Wil^ 
liam Morrice at Kincardine-o'neal, minifters, William 
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Macdonald»Erq;of StMardn^s, ruling dder; from the pref- 
Bytery of Alfwd, Mr Robert Fiixdlay at Glatt, Mr Robert 
Lumfden at Kildrummy, Mr Benjamin Mercer at Forbes, 
mlnifters, John Gordon^ £% of Craig, ruling elder^ from 
the prefbytcry of Garrioch, Mr George Skeene-Keith at 
Keith^hall, Mr Alexander Duffat Monymufk, Mr John Har- 
per at Leflie, rainifter$| George 3uchan-Hqpbum of Smea- 
ton, Efq; ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Deer, Mr 
William Taylor atNew-Deer, Mr Alexander Simpfonat Fra- 
^rburgh, Mr William Anderfon at Strichen, miniflers, Mr 
John Taylor clerk to the Signet, ruling elder ; from the 
prelbytery of Turriff, Mr William Stewart at TurriflPJ Mr 
Robert Ballingall at Forglcn, miniilers,* Mr Alexander For- 
bes writer, Edinburgh, ruling elder j from the prefbytery 
of Fordycc, Mr Walter Qialmers at Defk&rd, Mr Alex- 
ander Milne at Bqjmdie, minillers, Mr John Robertfoqi 
writer, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of 
Strathbogie, Mr John Ckiuparvat Glafs, Mr Alexander Ah- • 
gus at Bortriphnie, minifters, Mr Baron Gordon, ruling 
elder ; from the prefbytery of Aberlour^ Mr John Grant 
at Boharm, Mr John Dunbar at Knockando, miniflers^ 
Mr Ifaac Grant writer to the Signet, ruling elder ; from 
the prefbytery of Abirnethy, Mr John Grant ^t Kirkmi-^ 
chael, Mr John Anderfon at Kinguile, miniflers, Dr Gre« 
gory Grant phyfician in Edinburgh^ ruling elder ; from 
the prefbytery of Elgin, Mr William Gordon at Elgin, Mr 
James Gillan at Speymouths minifters, Mr Thomaa Gor- 
don writer to the Signet, ruling elder ; from the prefby^ 
tery of Forres, Mr Alexander W^tt at Forres, Mr Alexan- 
der CouU at Edinkellie, minifters, Walter Dunbar, Efq; 
ruling elder j from the burgh of Forres, Mr Ludovick 
Grant, jun. waiter in Edinburgh ; fjrom the prefbytery of 
Nairn, Mr Patrick Dunbar at Nairn, Mr Pryce Campbell 
at Arderfier, minifters, Bailie' John Lothian merchant, 
Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Inver- 
nefs, Mr George Wacfon at Invernefs, Mr John Mackili- 
can at Dores, minifters, Robert Macintiffti, Efq; advocate, 
ruling elder j from the burgh of rnverncfs, Alexander 
Baillie, Efq; of Dochfour ; from the prefbytery of Cha- 
nonry,Mr James Monro at Oomarty, Mr David Denoon at 
Kileaurnan, minifters, Convener John Lindfay, Edinburgh, 
ruling elder; frotn the prefbytery of Tain, Mr George Bal- 
four at Tarbat, Mr Alexander Monro at Edderfton, mini- 
fters, Right Honourable LordAnkerviUe, ruling elder; from 
the preftytery of Dingwall, Mr Harry Robertfbn at Kil- 
taim, Mr Charles Caldet at Urquhart, minifters. Bailie 
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William, Galloway, Edinburgh, ruling elder; froln'tlic 
prefby tery of Abertarpb, Mr Patrick Girant at Bolclkine, 
Mr Thomas Roft at Kilmanivaig, miniftcris, James Frafer 
^ ofGortoleg, Efq; ruling elder; from the prefbytery of 
Sky, Mr Martin Macph^foh at Slate, Mr Donald Macr 
kirtnon at Strath, minifters, thfe Right Honourable Lord 
Ma,cdonald, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Lewis, 
Mr Alexander Mackay at Barvas,* Mr John Frafer at 
Lochs, miniftcrs, the Procurator, ruling elder ; from the 
prefbytery of Uift, Mr George Monro at South Uift, Mr 
Edmund Macqueen at Bara, minifters, Alexander Mac,- 
leod, Efq; of Harris, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery 
of Lochcarron, Mr Murdoch Maciver at Lochalfh, Mr 
Lauchlan Mackenzie* at Lochcarron, minifters, Banantyne 
William-Macleod, Efq; advocate, ruling elder ; from, the 
prefbytery of Dornoch, Mr William Mackenzie at Af- 
jfint, Mr WiHiara Keith at Kildonnan, miniflers, Pro- 
fefTor Hu^h Macleod, Glafgow, ruling elder;, from 
the prefbytery of Tong, Mr Alexander Falconer at 
Edrachilles, Mr John Thomfon at Duirnefs, miniflers, 
the Honourable General Mackay, ruling elder ; from 
the prefbytery of Caithiiefs, Mr Robert Gun at Lathcrou, 
Mr Cjeorge Mackenzie at Olrich, iiiiniflers, Bailie Da- 
niel Miller merchant in Canongate, ruling elder ; frpto 
the burgh of Wick, Sir John Sinclair of Murkle, Bart. ; 
from the prefbytery of Kirkwall, Mr William Anderfon 
at Evie and Rendal, Mr George Barry at Kirkwall, mi- 
nifters, Mr James Torry merchant in Edinburgh, ruling 
elder j from the burgh of Kirkwall, Mr jyEalcolm Laing 
advocate ; from the prefbytery of Caicflone, Mr John 
Falconer ^t Stromnefs, Mr Francis Liddle^at Orphir, 
miniflers, Mr John Taylor, rulirig elder ; from the pref- 
bytery of Zetland, Mr William Mitchel at TIngwal, Mr 
James Sands at Lerwick, ibiniflers, ProfelFor Andrew 
Dalzel, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery 
of Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Scott at South Leith, Mr 
Thomas White at Libberton, Sir Harry Moncrief- Well- 
wood, Weft Church, Mr Robert Walker, Canongate, 
Dr James Macknight, Edinburgh, Mr John Logan, 
South Leith, minifters, Wiljiam Ramfay of Barnton, 
*Efq; Bailie James Gentfe, Canongate, ruling elders; 
from the city of Edinburgh, the Right Honpurable 
James Hunter-Blair, Lord Prpvofl:, Mr Orlando Hart, 
Deacon-convener of the Trades ; from the Univer- 
fity of Edinburgh, Mr William Greenfield, ProfefTor 
of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres 3 from the prefliytery of 
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tiialithgovr, Mr. ThDrtiasL.Robchfon at Dalmejiy^ Mt 
Walter Jardine at Bathgate, Mr John WiUifoa at. Weft- 
Caider^ MrJohuAitchifon at iFaikirk, mmifters, Ht>- 
mntfabb Captain Robert Saticliiands, Mr Joha Gioag, 
merchant,. Edinburgh, ruling etders ; frotti the biiirgh of 
LinJi^ftgbw, Provoft Robert Ckirfc; from the burgh, of 
Qufeoftsfcrry^ Ciptain James Taylor ; fropi the pre&y- 
terytjiffiiggar^ JVfrJohn Bradfpot at I)unfire, Mr John 
TJbomfda at Walfton,..Mr Robert Pearfon at Biggar, mi* 
niftcts; .Mr JameiHomc writer to the Signet, ruling 
eMei: ; frpm the preibytery of Peebles, Mr Alexander 
Adams at Traquaar, Mr Charles Findlatcr iat Linton, mi- 
niilcrs. Right HaaourableLord Chief. Baron, ruling el*, 
dcr ; from the burgh of Peebles, Andrew Hamilton of 
Spittlehaugh, Efq; from the preibytery of Dalkeith, Dr 
Joha Main at Newton, Mr Thomas Macourtie at Penny* 
cuick, Dr Henry. Grieve at. Dalkeith, minifters, the 
Right Honourable .Lord Pncfident, rulitig elder ; from 
the prefbytety of Huddingtoh, Mr Patrick Bannerman 
atv Sahon, I>r Georige 'Barclay at Haddington,. Mr Niel 
Roy at;Aberladie, minilfters, Right Honourable Earl of 
Jiyndford^ ruliti^ eMbr.^. ftflm* the burgh of Hadding- 
tod, Dar id Smith*, Efq$;Pr6toft of Haddiia^onj frwii 
the burgh, of Ndrtli^erwick; Ghbrles Brown of Coalfion, 
Efq; from the prelbyccry 'ojf;JChirtbaf, Mr David. I^nce 
at Gockfauhi£Fatb,.Mr j^te.WUliattiroil at Whitekirk; 
miniitei^yjiaasfcs WilWe,Efq5 bf Gilkterftone, ruling elder j 
fromthe-^efbytery of DuaafeyMrRbbert Home at Ptolwart^ 
MriC^eorgeDmmmoiKl atCranfliaws, rtinifters, Matjbew 
Sandilands ofCdufton, Efij; taling elder ; from the pref- 
bytery of C2iuxnfide> Mr Jbhu J6lly at Coldinghawic, 
Mr* George Tod at iEymtmt;h, minifters, John Stewart, 
Eli^; .yoiMger -of All^bank, ruling elder; from tfee 
preibytery of Kdib, MrCoifaeHus Lundife -at Kelfo, Mr 
James RichaixSfoiL at Macketfton,minifters^ tbeHonoujr^ 
able Hciiry Dundas, rulmg elder; from the preibytery 
of J^Burgh; Mr Robert Deiiis atCrailing, Mr Thomas 
. Somnaenrille at Jfedburg!i, Mr James Hay at -Kirktoun^ 
midift^rs, the Sdiicitor-gOTicral, ruting elder ; from the ♦ 
burgfeof Jedburgh, the Honourable Henry Erikine ad-- 
vocbte ;, from the preibytery of Lauder, Mr Alexander 
Dintic^h at Gordon, Mr Laurence Johnbftone at Earlfton, 
mihiiteri, the Right. Honourable SiirJ of Lauderdale, ru- 
ling eldcr ; from the prelbytety of Selkirk, Mr James Er- 
ikin'e atRoberton, Mr Frederick MacJaggan at Mel rofe, mi- 
niftcr$,MatkP*ringle of Eairnalee,Efq; ruling elder; from 
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the burgh of Selkirk, Mr Richard Tod merchant, Leitb; 
from the prefbytery of Annan, Mr John Craig at Ruth- 
well, Mr* Abraham Nivlfon at Middlebee, minifters, Sir 
William Maxwell of Springkell, Bart, rulhxg elder j from 
the biirgh of Annan, Mr Walter Scott merchani, Edin* 
burgh ; from the prefbytery of Langholm, Mr Robert 
Rutherford at Caftletoun, Mr William Little at Weftcr- 
kirk, minifters, Gideon Rutherford, Efqj of Grccnpark, 
ruling elder; from the prefbytery of Locbmibcn,Dr John 
Burges at Kirkmlchael, Mr Thomas Henderfon at Dryf. 
dale, Mr William Sibbald at Johnflon, miniflers, Mr John 
Coupland at Mintiygape, ruling elder j. from the burgh of 
Lochmaben, Alexander FergufTon of Craigdarroch, Efq;- 
from the prefbytery of Peupont, Mr John Robertfon at 
Kirkconnel, Mr William Rankcn at Sanquhar, miniflers,. 
Mr Robert Edgar, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of 
Dumfries, Dr David Lamont at Kirkpatrick-Durbamy 
Mr William Macmorihe at Carlaverock, Mr James 
Laurie at TinwaJl, miniflers, Mr Charles Barry at Ne- ' 

thertoun, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Dumfries^ 
Mr John Aitken, town-clerk of Dumfries ; from the 
prefbytery of Kirkcudbright, Dr John Scot atTwyneholm,, 
Mr John Johnflone at Croifinichael, Mr John GiUefpie 
at Kells, minifters, Mr John Macmbrin in Crofts^ ruling 
elder ; from the prefbytery of Wigton, Mr Ebenezer Stott 
at Minniegaff, Dr William Boyd at Penningham, mini* 
fters, Bailie John Hathom, Wigton, ruling elder ; from the | 

burgh of Whitehom, John Bufhby, Efq; Sheriff-clerk of i 

Dumfries j from the prefbytery of Stranrawer, Mr James j 

Mochrie at Colmonell, Mr James Cadall at New Luce, J 

mihiflers, Thomas Adair, Efqj of Gcnoch, ruling elder j 
from the prefbytery of Ayr, Mr William AuW at Mach* 
line, Mr John Macdairmed-^Fergushill at Straton, Mr 
James Connel at Sorn, Dr Patrick Wodrov at Tafbol* 
ton, Mr James Thomfon at Girvan^ miniflers, John Ha- 
milton of Bargeny, Efq> William Campbell of Fairfield^ 
Efqj ruling elders ; from the burgh of Ayr, George 
FergufTon, Efq; advocate j from the prefbytery of Irvine^ 
% Mr Henry Graham at Cumbray, Mr Thomas Pollock at 
Kilwinning, Mr James Richmond at Irvine^ mrnfiftcrs. 
Honourable Patrick Boyle of Shewekon, ruling elder y 
from the burgh of Irvine, Thomas Twcedie of Oliver^ 
Efq; from the prefbytery of Paifley, Mr CoHu CampbeU 
at Renfrew, Dr John Adaitl at Greenock, Mr Colin Gil- 
lies at Paifley, Mr John Monteith at ^feilflon, minifters, 
Mr John Haddoway merchant, Leith, Bailie Johii Smith 
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in Paifley, rulipg elders ; from the prefbytery of Ha- 
milton, Mr Henry Stevenfol> at Blantyre, Mr John Scott 
at Strathaven, Mr Alexander Fleming at Hamilton, mi- . 
nifters, Henry Stewart^ Efq; of AUanton, ruling elder ; 
from the prefbytery of Lanark^. Mr James Ferguflbn at 
Pettynain, Mr Jofeph Henderfon at Wyf?on, minifters, 
Mr George Scot, fchoolmafter at Ca^^nwath, ruling el- 
der J from the prefbytery of Glafgow, Dr William Por- 
teous at Glafgow, Mr Alexander Rankin at Glafgow, 
Mr Alexander Dobie at Eaglefhame, Mr David Dow at 
Cathcatt, minifters, Mr Andrew Paton merchant^ Glaf- 
gow, Bailie John Macaflan, feedfman there', ruling el- 
ders ; from the Univerfity of Glafgow, Dr Robert Fin- 
lay .; from the prefbytery of Dumbarton, Mr Greorge 
Driimmond at Rofcneath, Mr James Graham at Killeamr, 
Mr John Stewart at Lufs, minifters. Sir James Colqu- 
houn of Lufs, Bart, ruling elder; from the burgh of 
Duxnbarton, James Colquhoun, Efq; younger of Lufs ; 
from the prefbytery of Dunoton, Mr James Thorbiim at 
Kihgarth, Mr Hugh Madtavifh at Innerchaolan, mini- 
flers, Jo, Lamont, Efq; of Lamont, ruling elder; from the 
burgh of Rothfay, Mr John Home of Kilduff; from the 
prefbytery of Kin tyre, Mr JobnMaccleifh at Kilchorian, 
Mr Ougald Mdcdugald at Gigha, Mr George Maccleifli 
at Saddle, minifters, Mr Archibald Macdowal merchant, 
Edinburgh, ruling elder; from the prefbytery of Iiive- 
rary, Mr Dugald Campbeir at Olaflary, Mr Archibald 
Campbellat North Knapdale, nainifters, Donald Maclau- 
chlan of Maclauchlan, Efq; ruling elder ; from the burgh 
of Itiverary, Profeflbr James Williamfon, Glafgow ; from 
the prefbytery of Lorn, Mr Patrick Macdonald at KIl- 
more, Dr Jofej^h Macintyre at Glenorchy, minifters. 
Colonel Robert Campbell of Monzie, ruling elder ; 
from the prefbytery of Mull, Mr Patrick Macarthur at 
Torofay, Mr Norman Macleod at Morvan, minifters, Al- 
lan Macdougall of Galanifti,Efq; ruling elder ; fromthe 
prefbytery of Dunkeld, Mr Robert Williamfon at Lc- 
thindy^ Mr Thoma's Fleming at Kenmore, Mr William 
Inverarity at Caputb, Mr James Peter Banneraian at 
Cargill, minifters, Mr Thomas Elder merchant, Edin- 
burgh, Mr David Stewart banker, Edinburgh, ruling 
elders ; from the prefbytery of Perth, Mr David Beat- 
fon-^t Dumbamie, Mr Lewis Dunbar at Kinnou), Mr 
David Black at St Madoes, Mr David Dow at Dron, mi- 
nifters, Mr Alexander Bonnaf banker, Edinburgh, John 
Dickfon, Efq; advocate, ruling elders ; from the ^pref* 
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bjtery of Stirling, Mr James Frame at Alloa, Mr Jibhn 
Muihet at StirUngi miniflers, John Erfkine^ Eiq^, a^ly^- 
catc, ruling elder ; from the prelbytery of Auchterardcr> 
Mr John Scott at Muthill^ Mr John Baird at Duning^ 
Mr Thomas Barty at Maonzie, minifters, Mr Chriftopher 
Mottbray, Infurance-oflSce, Edinburgh, ruling elder; 
from the preftytery of Dumblape, Mr William Olburn 
at Tillycoultry, Mr John Kinrofs at Lecropr, miniftere;^ 
Profeflbr Richardfan> Glafgovr, ruling elder j from, the 
preibytery of Dunfermline, Mr Andrew Richardfon .at 
jnverkeithing, Mr Robert Lifton at Aberdour, ^Mr AleXr 
iinder Thomfbn at Carnock, minifterB, Sir Charles pref-. 
toti of^ VaHcyfield, Barti ruling elder j from the prefby- 
tery of Kirkcaldy, Mr John Thomfon at M^rckinch, Mt 
GeorgeGib at Wemyfij.Mr James Lawric at Balingray^ 
miniflers, Ja. Townfcnd Ofwald Efqj of Dunniker, ruling 
elder ; from the burgh of Kirkcaldy^ Mr James Fergus j 
from the burgh of Kinghprn, Mr Andrew Hamilton^ pre- 
fent Provoft of Kinghornj from the preibytery. of Cu- 
par, Dr Michael Greenlaw at Creech, Mr Robert Bogie 
at •Log'ie, Mr Robert Arnot at Ceres, Mr Thomas Stpwarc 
at Newburgh, miniftersj Robert Herriot, Efq; of Ramor- 
nie, ^Mr Henry Hardie at Neiirbur^ii^. ruling ddera^ ; 
fitMU the burgh of Cupar, Major John Meh ile of Cairny ; 
from the fweibytery . of St Andrew*?^ Principal. Jamics 
Gillefpie^St Andrew's, Dr Robert Dalgli^lb at Ferry Pa;r- 
ton^Craigs,: Mr Thoma; lii^ettle at Leucharsy Mr. James 
Nairn at Pittenweem^ miniflers, Lieqtdiant.QoloaelAle^ 
under Monypenny of Pitp^^llie^ Niel Fergliiron^ Efq; of 
Pitculloi ruling eklcr« ; from the butgh of St Andrew s, 
Pr Andnew Duncan phyfician, Edinburgh ; from, the 
Univerfity of St Andrew^s,. Proftflbr George Hill ;; to be 
Commiffionerp of this Genera! AfTembly^ to thfe efficA .af- 
ter mentioned ; Kt^kh power ^ the faid Commi(Boner$^ 
ov their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any 
thirty-one cf the faid Commiflioners, whereof twenty-onfe 
are always to be mrniftera, to mbet and convene within 
tiie Aljcmbly-hottfe gt Edinburgh, the firft day after the 
diflolutiqn of thie Aflerably, at ten of the clock in, the 
forenoon } tmd t-hereafter, the fecond Wednefday of Au- 
guftj third W-ednefday of November* and the firft Wed- 
i^efday of March next to come, and ofcener, when and 
where they ihall think fit aftd convdnientv v*ith po^-er tb 
the faid Commiflioners to chufe. their own. Moderatot : 
Atid likcwife, the General Aflembly fully empowers their 
laid Commiflioners, or their quonim above memio'nc^, 
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to cognofce and finally dcftennine, as they fliall lee cfaufe, 
in every matter referred, or that fl^all be 'rieferred to 
them, by an a(ft or order' of this Aflembly ; and to do 
erery thing contained in, and conform to the inftruc- , 
tions given, or to be given by this Aflembly ; and to ad- 
vert to the intereft of the Church on every occafion, 
that the Church, arid prefeirit eftablifliment thereof^ do 
not iiiffer or fuftain any prejudice which they can pre- 
vent, as they will be anlwerable : Provided always, that 
this general claufe be not extended to particular affairs ' 
or procefles before Syripds or Prefbyteries/ that- are not 
<jfuniverfal concern to, orinflueticeupbh the whole 
Church, And it is hereby appoin^d. that no private 
procefles be determined, except at the four ftated'^ diets ; 
and what Ihall be determined at one diet of the Com- 
miflion, wtth- relatidn to-private caufes, fhall be unalter- 
able by any other diet thereof, and fhall fland and con- 
tinue in force tilldifapproved of by the General AfTem- 
bly. And the Aflembly 'renews the idflfudions given 
by the General Aflembly in the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and ftventefen to their Cotnmiflion, and appoints 
the fame to ftand in full force ' as inftrudlions to the 
CommifBohers before ttamed,' and tq' be obferved by 
them ifi all points, as i^ the farne were 'i^^ecially here in- 
ferti 'afed that they enquire into the publifhitig and 
fpreading of books arid pariiphlets, tending jowaras the 
promoting of opinions ;of whatever kirid, incpnfiflent 
with our Confeffion of Faiib ; and that ' the recommenders 
of fuch books or pamphletsi ot the. errors therein con- 
tained, whedier by "wdrd^ writ, or print, be called before ^ 
the faid Cbmmiflion to anfwer fon the fariic*. And fur- 
ther,, the fkid Comtniflion is hereby empowered to.re- 
cieive any references -and appeals that 'fhall be made to 
them from synods, in matters of doftrine^ ajid ripen 
fuch affair* for th6 next Gieneral Aflembly ; arid to con- 
tribute what^ they c^ to the fiippreffirig of vide and ita- 
niorality, and; give all heedful advice and ailiflance to 
Synods arid Prefbyteries,. upon applitktion to therii for 
that' end i Likewife, to take care that the impi^^ffions'of 
- the Holy Scriptures^ the CoftfeJJion of Faitb^ arid Cfltecbifmsj 
and fuch books as are authorifed, by thi 5 Chu?ch, rela- 
ting to the.dodtrine, worihip, 'difciplirie and government 
thereof,^ be corred:; arid give dired:i6ns about printing 
the fariie'. And the Comriiiffioribrs af;6 appointed and 
empowered to keep a correli[icmderice With the Committee 
for Refotmatibii of* the 'Highlands and Iflaiids, for fup^ 
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preflwg Popery and CupecftitiQii, aiid for proiDQ(Ii>g the 
Knowledge of true x^ligwa, s^nd cs^nrying on a reform*^ 
turn, in t£efe paru^ and give afliftance and concurrence * 
therein} and, if need be, to apply to the Government 
for a proper remedy and fpeedy redrefe* And the faid 
Commidionex^are hereby ftridliy prohibited and dlTchar^ 
ged to meddle in, amy other matters than, what are con^r. 
mitted and referred to them as above mentioned : And, 
in all their adings, they are to proceed according to the 
a(^$ and conftiturion of this Church, and to do nothing; 
contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the fa^ne j decla- 
ring, that, in and fw all their acSting^, they ihall be ac- 
countable tOji and ceijiurable by the nexit General Af- 
fembly, as they fhall fee caufe, • And ^ the General Air 
fembly appoints the faid Commi (Doners particularly to 
^ obferve tne adis of the General Afl^niblies one thoufanxl 
feven htmdred and twelve, and one thoufapd &yen hun- 
dred and nineteen, refpe(Sling the application qf the 
public money jvwhich: two a<fts are printed among the 
JS^cSU of Aflemhly one thoufand feven hundred and fixty- 
*oix^ And ^his ComnuiHon is to continue and endure 
laotil another Coofsm^illon be appointed ^ and members 
^re required to atjtend the diets pf the f^id.Commiflion > 
and aHents therefrom a^re ordered to be noticed, accord- 
ing; to the 17th Ad of the General Aflembly held in the 
year. one thoufand feven hundred f»nd fix. And for the 
better (ecuring of a q^uorum, and attendance, of members 
on ti« CommifEon, the General A^embly prohibits the 
Prefbytery qf Edinburgh, or any other Prefby tery withia 
twelve miles thereof, to meet on any pf the days or weeks 
appointed for the meeting of this Commiijionj and fuch 
oxjthe members of thefe Prefbyteries as are on the Com- 
miflxon, arc required, all of them to give attendance on 
the diets thereof 5 and the Preibyteries at a greater di- * 
ftance, who have four or more members on the Commif^ 
fion, are to take care, that at leaft two of them att;end 
each diet of the fame : And the General Aflembly ap- 
point their Commiffion, at their firft jpjeeting^ to difcufs 
as. many of the caufes and queftion^ relative to the fettle- 
ment of vacant churches, which are or ihall be referred 
to them by the Aflembly, as they can overtake. And it 
is furtloer providal, that when any Prelbytery .or Synod 
of this Church (hall decline to comply with the fentence 
of the Commiifion, or to give the fame a full execution^ 
in that cafe the CpmmifEon is hereby prohibited to exe« 
out<:^ the fame, by appointing any fuch correfpondent 
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meeting, as has-been feme time tlie pradlice/but fhaU 
allow the fame to lie ovef fa^ the enfuing Afleinbly, to 
which fuch Preiby teries or Synods {hall be anfwerable for 
fuch their conduft, and are hereby appdiof^ caij»d up 
^th their Comijiif&pners ^heir reaWs fer the fame* 
Ami thnt in paffing their ftntencesi and ki ordering the 
execution of the froje, they ftri^y ©bfervcj^he f^th Ad 
of the AOTembly one thoufand feven hundred and thirty-- 
fix. 



VI.. ■:' 

Interim A^ anci Ovcitape concerning 

Ordained Aifift^nts. , 



THE General AAenibly haVing confidered tke report 
of dieir Committee^ appointed to take*ittiddr their 
tu)ftiaderacion th? nference from the Synod of Glafgow 
and hjTy concerning ordained ai&ftants ; are of opinion^ 
That both the IV^nifter of the pari&, aiid %m ordained 
a&ftant and focceflbr, ought* to be cond&euent members 
of the Ki A-Seffion ; that in the Prelbyt«ry abd Synod^ 
either of them who is prefent, may deliberate and vote ; 
that if both are prefent, thefe privileges belong to the 
Minifter of the parifh only j and that eidier of them ia 
capable of being eledled a Member of the General Af- 
fembly, but not both of them 4a one. year. And agreed 
to enadl the fame as an Interim Adl, and to tranfmit it 
as an Overture fbr the coolideratioA of prefbjteries. 



VII. 
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vir. 

Recommendation refpe(9;ing Ordinatipn 
to. the Office of a Minifter, without 
relation to a particular charge. 

Edinburgh y May^i. 1784. 
np^HE Committee appointed to confider the Overture 
.i* relpcAing Ofdinanon to the office of a Minifter, 
without relation to a particular charge, reported as fol- 
lows: Havingv- carefully confidered the faid Overture, 
find that matter attended with fo many difficulties, that 
tjiey are not ripe to propofe to the General Aflembly 
anyprecife rules concerning it, $t for lj>^iqg enaded in* 
to Aanding k^s jfAillL iciii only^ move^^That the Aflem- 
bly fhould, in the mean time,; recommend i^ t^,Pre(by- 
teries to be cautious in granting ordination to fuch per- 
fons as have neither a fixed charge, nor a reafonable pro- 
fpedl of fuch provifion as may enable them to fupport . 
the.J^m(bsnat^^haVa£VWV4nd that no Prefbytery grant 
QrdinatioAtp anyiperfqn who hisfa'aearproipedt of re- 
shoving fTOTO.thor. bounds of that Prefbytery into ano- 
\)ffiVy froi^jwtbQmhe may,, in. due: 'time, j^eceivc ortlina-' 
tipiij. \i it; ih»U ;by therti be found jiecelTary or proper, 
^hich being CoiiCdcxed iby the General Aflembly, they 
^proved. tJiw^pf^ -and* do reco;iimend accordingly, and 
ofd^r t^iS'jGtecqmra^end&tion to be printed in the AtSs of 
tnis, AlfeinbljK ^ - ,.' ' 

■' :.',v-- ■■■vni.-. ■■ 






Overture relpedHng the Orclination of 
Elders. 



E(Unburgbt May ^i. ij%^ 
"TTTHEREAS, great irregularities have crept into the 
W Church, with refpe^ to the ordination of £lder«, 
the General Aflembly overtures, That it be enabled. 

That 
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That no Miniftcr fliould fet ^part any perfon to' the of- 
fice of £lder In liis congregation, who has not a fixed re- 
fidence in the parifh/ or who is not an heritor in the pa- 
rifli J it being the true meaning and intent of this Over- 
ture, to prevent Elders being ordained in congregations 
who are in nowife connedled with them : And it being 
underftood, that any city or town, where there are more' 
congregations than one, fhall be held a$ one parifh, fo far 
as refpedls the purpofe of this Overture. 



IX. 

The Aflembly agreed to tranfinit the 
following Overture to Prefbyteries. 

Edinburgby May 2^. i'jZ6, 

THAT fuch an indulgence as fhall feem meet to the 
Aflembly, may be granted to the Students having 
the Gaelic language in the Northern and Weftern liles. 

X. 

Ad appointing the Diet of the next 
General Affembly. 

THE next General AfTembly of this National Church 
is appointed to be held within the New Church Ayle 
of Edinburgh, on Thurfday the 17th day of May. in the 
year 1787. 

CoUeSied and extraSed from the Records of the Ge^ 
nerat AJfembly^ by 

JOHN DRYSDALE, CL Eccl Scot. 
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^(A«fH<WG* fl»<iP?^GE^iXNGS of the Gfi^^^d Affembly 
of the Churok^of' Scotland, .'held in: the yeae 1786, 
which are not printed at full length. y • ' ' 



MaytB. 1786. Sef ijP. / 

AFTER fermon by the Reverend Dr John Ehryfaafe^ 
'^tie of ithe miniiiersi €£ Edinburg^^. Moderaifo^ 
of Aflembly 1784, in place of ]3ie Reverend Sir 

"^ >rfaNy -M<mcrieflC^Wellwo<ki^;M of tlie laft 

'K^mrtd AfTeaxhiy; ^fab * was confined by ihdifpo- 
fition, the Minifters and JEldi^s coa^ened in ', the 
- ^AJ[e&QAly>4ioiUe ; and^^ altte prayer hy^.tfae Reve- 
rend Dr Henry Grieve, minifter at Dalke^th^ -who 
* wd[8 a member ' cf Afiembly, atid the . immediate 
preceding Moderator to.Di^Diy£lalej whb>vras not 
a member of this Ailembly, and v^as to.nffidafcebas 
clerk thereto, the Affbmbly proceeded to the choice 
<}t a Moderator, when Dr Grieve propofed Dr Duncan 
Shaw, one of the minifters of Aberdeen, No other 
perfon being added to the nomination, the roll was 
called, and votes marked ; . and the Aflembly unani- 
moufly made choice of the faid.Dr Duncan Shaw to 
be their Moderator, who, at the Aflembly's defire, 
took the chalr^ ' • 

A letter was prefented^addrefled to the Moderaitor, from 
Sir Harry MoncriefF, late Moderator, apologiling for 
his non-attendance, which was unanimouily (uftained. 

The King*s Commiflion to the Right Honourable David 
Earl of Leven, to rcprcfent his Majefty^s Royal Per- 
fon, read, and ordered to be recorded. 

The King's moft gracious Letter to the Ailembly, read, 
and ordered to be recorded. 

The Gommiflioner's . Ipeech at opening this Aflembly, 
and the Moderator's fpeech in return, thereto. 

A Committee named for anfwering the King's moft gra- 
cious Letter. * ' '.i 

A- Gomnutpee named for.Teviiing the c«»nmiflidns to: the 

' members of this Aflembly, ctoliiring ab^nts front the 

diets thereof, naming Minifters ta.prtach before his 

''\ ■ ' H Grace 
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Grace the King's Comi|\UIioner, ajbd roceiytog ill lifts 
of the probationers in the feveral prelbyteries, in order 
to their being recorded. 

A Committee for overtures &aiiie4* 

A Committee for bills, references and appeals named. 

The Procurator brought up the report of the Committee 
of laft,Aflembly, appoimed to prepare a>ttfew Fofm'of 
Procefs. V The iame Ordered to^liS^cmthe lable/..) 

Adjournment. .^^ . M. . , ; r , ,.... • . .' {7^ 

May 19. 1786. S^. 2d. 
Sederunt 

A diet fpent in prayer. 

New commiffions produced^ f ,1 ; • . : ; . ;-t ; ;- , ^4 f 
The Conmiitteefor revifing commiiIiQ]]i& aippoint£4f '^ 
. 'meet this evenmg. .1 . - ^ .' .• , \ "io 

AA Vlf. of Ailbmbly 1718, for thei becten difp9t«^ of 
the buiinefs of this AHembly, inead^iand the*.Qb^ni^a- 
tiohs thereof enjoined, r ni • j . m!; ,. oijf- 
MinTflers.naiiiied to preach'ibefdre his -GcaJce dm'.^va- 
' imiiEbneh -^ "r, • >'.''- /- ••.; ,-'^>: \ ■ :♦••,- 
The Committbesi for overtutds and bills appointed.- to 
• : meet this evening in their :ufual places^ ' \ * . .. . 
Adjouxninient. (..... . '; •_ n 

Miiyio..i786. .iS^fi3^ 

Sederunt. /. ; , 

NeW'X^ommiillons produced*. . 

The report of the Committed for overtures: called for, 
given in> and read. . ; ? ' • 

The draught of an anfwer to ^ the King's mod gracious 

. Letter to this Aflembly, brought in,, and approved j 

and his Grace the Commiffibneri at the Aflembly's re- 

queft, undertook tOitranfmit the fame to his Majefty. 

The objedion to the conuniilibm iroha the preftytery of 
Linlithgow, "That the minifter cfaoien at an after 
" election is attefled in the form prefcribed for the 
*^ elder, as .well as the minifter," repelled, and: the 
commiflion fuftained. 

The objedion to the commiflion from* the prefby tery of 
Arbroath, "That the word ^z//is omitted before the 
. " vfotds the mniftersi^ repelled, and the commtilion 
fuftained.. . . 

The objedion to the commiflion from the prefbytery of 
Selkirk, " That it has the word both in plafie of the 
" word all before the tninificrs^J repelled, and the 

commiflion fuftaineda ; 

. . The 
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The cdmtbiffion from the burgh of Kmghorn rejeded/ 
becaUfg the ekdioii was made upon the/i4th of April, 
^hkjh is isot forty dfstys previous to; the fitting of the 
Afltejibly, » The eotemiffioner's name ordered to be 
-e«^a*j^ed:fW>tntheroH. ; ^ 

Tfc^ c^mifflonfrom- ihe btirgh of Dumbarton rejedled, 
becaufe thelminute-oifieledjion. is extradled by a per* 

^ foil who hfafr^iot Adjefted to his fubfcription the word 
'tkri./TiiO commilSoner's name ordered to be. ex- 
' {jtiilgeci frdfh the rdlL ' ' 

The objecStion to the commifliotifs from the burghs of. 
^ InTfetai^add tXimfriesV '• Thav they both want the 
-^tf^rikejl}^ by in ttife anfeftation by the Kirk-feffion/* 
repelled, and both thefe commiffions fuftainedU - - 

T^^ccWnSitebb-ftem^t^^ Itrine rejecfted, be- 

^^ckufe ifa^^^ fittteftatKMifby the Kirk-f^lGon^ after the 

^^Wrds dU0id by\\t\iis the fbttowing additional words, 
us in termrof^tbt evidenu laid be/hte^w. THe commifli- 

^iimf% baftie 6rdet«d'tobe expurigfed from? the roll. 

1%# c'Wfi«lflk>h ftbiai ' tft^ burgh Of l«fbrth Berwick re- 
jeded, becaufe it Wants the Aam'eof the burgh after 

'-^\\Lt'^9^1!di;^h4»n^^ atid alfo, becaufe tfee atteft- 

oJoi? hag nd^'afljeaed thfe word cWk b his fubfcription. 
l*he cbmiftiffibfier's ndme cirdered to* be expunged 
--from'^^fr^r^i' ; ••'••' -■■^ .;,:,rf:... 

The obje(ai6*W the Bbmtjii(066 from burgh of 

' Monttxife,' ** That it has the words 6iie and two o^clock, 

in place of- the words oi*^ aad eight o'clock,'* repelled, 

-»«iid the^commiffion fuftained. *- * i 

The objeftibn tO'tbe commifBbn from the prefbytery of 
Lewis, " That it was blank as to the day of the fit- 
^^ ting'of the Aflembly,*' repelled, and the commifl 
fion fuftained. ' \ , 

The confideration of the objedlion to the commiffibn 
from the burgh of Whithorn, delayed till Monday. 

The objeAion to.the eonimiflion from the burgh of An- 
nan, " That it is blank as to the day of the fitting of 
" the Aflembly," repelled, and the conimiffion fu- 
ftainedl- . .. )\ ... 

The commijGBon from the burgh of Jedburgh rejexft^ed, 
becaufe th^refblution to eled: is on the 29th of March, 
and the eledion on the 5th of April. : The commit- 
fioner^spiame ordered to be expunged from the rolh 

The roll of caufes tr<an(mitted by theX2ommitteetff bills, 
i:alled for, produced and i^d; l> ;../:- , : . . ^r ) / 

— '.:■'■ — '-^ :■• ^J i.^ . ,; '/rrrjfi";) . R^fbiyed 
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Refolvedito cohfidet- oa Moiidaylbheipi^ition.ftflfljHi^ngbO-: 
m? of the Northumberland claii pi Prctjej^iaqti ()i(l6f|t* 
ing Mioifters ;; and after that^ tl^ diilbnt ap?|i(|t^j^i|f)g 
Mr Bfcnnet on tml6.. On Tueftbty, t^ Sketch: <^jdie 
New Fonn of Procefs, And on Wednefi^f^^d^' com- 
print of Jean' Purvw. dgainft Mv Jojlyt. .fflidf iSft fufftT 
.moned;4*w4/afl!^to fift himfelf perfiH«dUy«:^ • .,.: 

Rcfolvedv That after tbofc alife^j^y %e4 i«jh^fOJ5dfir;pf 
prmte caufes, the caajfe of thftMpirifti of MP|y aQ^t]^^- 
larollie fhould be firft heard, a)ld>9ft^ritjl9^) fh^)|[;%^re 
of theiJarJrfh wf EHikoa;. ... . . .-iij oj fioijj:i[u'o -.'ll 

A Commttjdee'tianigd tf> r^vife tWirMprd of :t]^n1t^lf|gs 
and proceedings of ;the Cwwuntflipftlof, |fe^^fctte;ftiisie- 
ral AfTepiWy. / :. * •: ^/.Ai il- ' : ':.:\b.[l^.'-/f 

A . Committee named to.revife th^'XewtA:f^[m^Af^^9ff 
and proceedings, of. the; C^m\^i^ ^posadeii by .}§ft 
Membly^M fot muftagin^ tht .Rf<)yfrl ; pfeMS^^ fpfo^S^e 
Rcforaaation of .the High^n4s^ wi!^ . , ,,. 

A CDmmittee aalofed, to audit di(epjr9PMr«|oi;AB4 AgftRt's 
acdounts^ confidtr.the ftatfc sljthfr pl|bU<?liftftftny> «iB4 
prepare otertbrfes^ afeou* thte bwfin i ; ;:j ci J . i: . 

The Gonakntttee f«(r. avertwes; ^ni;)^y^€red^otQ:;r«^i 

.[from the fevecal m^mben any i^ftru^iooar g^vfsa to 
/them by thieir r«(i>e<Sli?e Synodsj-w ]pre(by|fi|^S| <ia(s 
the tnatters therein contained, and prgpafe ^jir^rrii^Yes 
^thereupon to the AiS^mbLy.; and fecewQ:i9v «ad ccjif^ 
ifidei^any accountfi ,that (hall be^giyira^thc?».of'the 
ftate of theGbiuch in th^ Noftfe I^gb^li^ particu- 
larly concerning the gXowfb of Popery^ andjifopeffti- 
tion ; and . prepace. overtures for preventi^g^ oir fupf 
. preffing therecrf, . 

The Committee for reVifing cfoi«ij;&jLfl3ons^ ftn^ the Cpni- 
mittee for bills, appointed to meet thi$;^y4ningv. .; 

Adjournment. - _■-: ; , ..r- 



May ^2. 1786- ^j: 4fk: : 
Sederunt. : ..a 

New commiffiond produced. _'. ' 

The report of the Committee for overtures, produced tod 

read. . . . ^ ^ 

The roll of caufes tranfmitted from .the CMaMnitteeof A>UI^ 

called for,, prodwed^ and. read* . ^ .?•_.;... 

Ar Mr MacijottdlVs j^tqmA^ agreetl tP tBkc. up : th$t:!cafife 

of Dalton'bcfore tbsvcauiibof Mof^^' r ;: .. 
A Committee appointed tb xomMien cIm re£(qre|K(& &9tft.lhe 

prclbytery of Dunkeld, and to report concerning the 

riot therein mentioned 

Synod- 
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Syaod-books caljed for. The 15ynod-book of Angus and 
Mearns produced, and a CoKnmkcee appointed to revife 
the fame. None of the other Synod-books were brought 
up. Refolved, That the reafons for their, not being 
brought up be enquired into, . * - . 

Proceeded to confider the objedion tp the commiftipn from 
the burgh oif Whithorn^ viz. " That the atteftadon pf 
the Kirk-feffion.had the wgrd Miniver ipj place ctf Mo-^ 
dcraior after the nam? of the atteftor/*; The objedioja 
repelled, and the co»miffipn fi^ib^inedr •.. 

His Majefty's royal. warrant for L. looo StefUng, deliver- 
ed to the Aflembly by bi^ .Grace the rQommiC^flbcri/ 
read, ordered to be recorded;^ and delivered to the' Pro- 
curator. 

h petition and'^memorial for the Northuqiberland Cl^f$ of ^ 
Proteftant Dii^Rting Minifters, given in, and . reajEJ. 
The Aflembiy recomniended to all Prefbyteries care- 
fully to avoii| doing aiiy thing that fKpuld t§nd to di-^ . 
*fturb the peace and union of the DiflentingCkflTes of 
ProteftantB in l^prthamberland, and.jOther parts > and 
appointed rheir. Moderator to write; a . letter to the Mq* 
deratpr of the Northumberland Clafs of Ipfpteftant Dif- 
fenters, cxpre^mg tl^eirreiblutionr to preferve the peace 
and union of the Clafs, as far as liea in. their power. . 

A diffent and ^omplaint a}:, the instance of Dr Andrew 
Hunter i, and Dr Henry Grieve and ' pthers, againft a 
fentence of the Synod of Lothian ^ud Tweeddale, Si- 
lowing the Prefbytery of Linlithgow to proceed in the 
trials of Mr William Bennet, heard. The Aflembiy, 
without a vote, difapprpyed of the;condu<fl of the Sy- 
nod, in allowing the Prelbytery of Linlithgow to take 
Mr Beunet on triak," as .being contrary to a law pf the 
Church. 

Remitted to the particular confideration of the Conirmittee 
for overtures, to provide an effeftual method for pre- 
venting fuch violation of the law in time to come, and 
appointed them to meet to-morrow^ morning for that 
purpofe. ' , ' '. 

The Committee for revidirg commiil^ns> and the Com-^ 
mittee for bills appointed to meet to-morrow morning*. 

Adjournment. * 

May^l, 1786. Se/jT.^^. \ 
Sederunt. • ■ . ', ^' ,^ / ,^. /,...—..,' ,^'i\ 

New commiffions produced.. ' -j 

..• % ; -;/; X • ■ J ■ Refclvijd: 
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Tbf Ctff[i(i)itcee« ;^r cjhrertupes antl bills, afod. new applicar 
'• tiQQ^i^ !Lnd the Goininittee on Mr Maclaggao^s rpetittop, 
^s^l^po^ted colQ^^t t<>-mQrrow.mormng.. .. , 

Afijog5«Mnent# .• .< .' . •- 

Mayz^. 1786. .&ff7tk. 

Bfiili^ <}^}lnwjay;iadbQred to the difleht of y^fterday from 

.ttMft<lf|EifkjAiftJ^^ ; . . ii^ 

Rfji>Qrti p^tb^fRpmc^ttsse for overtures ^ for, produ- 

:.ced,:-.^nd Wftdf . . ..-.:. . . >; 

The Committee on Mr Maclagjgaa'a. petlrioa autboriied 

i:»g^itt «o roeetj.Trith the former. powers* , . .;• ' 

Upon a, motion, all the Pre{byterie« of the Church areeh- 

.:i<>W?^ to tak^ ujwJer their confideration ..the .Sketch of 

■Shft N^WiEoijm of Procefa,^ oa m before thcifirft of Dc- 

.j^rembcr nexiiaod.to tranftnit their. repo)*C8 to [the Agent 

for the Church, on or before the ^(lof May.oextv in 

; order jh»t the Prjacurator (who has offijfed xp take thfe 

Xr0pblf ). xiiay have it in, his 4)0 wer to clafe the different 

reports before the fitting of the neilj:. General AiTembly. 

TwQfUj^^ls a^tjthe idftftnce of Dr William: Bryden» Ml- 

r: Jlifle^fif Dakon^ frpm rwp feveral ientepce^ pf the Synod 

^iSr1l)iiltifri^s, in'itbe caufe ^t the inft^njb6 .of Robert 

. Hfi^diPTrpn of Cleugh-heads,, pnd othe^s^ Jigaipft hira > 

. a,i>d .^ r^erenc€,by the Synod of, Dumfries, and ano- 

- jhc* by the Pr^ljjytery of Lochmaben, heard. Agreed 
toconfider, i>^, the Appeal at the inilance of Dr 
vBry<len, and th§; Preibytery of Lochmabep, from a 
fentence of the Synod of Durnfries, of date the i8th 

. P<^ober laft, reyerfing an interlocutor of the Prefby- 

- tery of Loc^n^aben, of date the ad Auguft laft, which 
. finds the condefcendence, with rclped; to the firft ar- 

jjplc vf the iibel anept Ann Dalzell, i/relevant to be 

admitted to proof. After reafoqing, a mption was 

' iB^d^. and feconded, to^ affirm the fentence of the Sy- 

•rtod of Dumfries* Another motion was made and fe- 

cqnded, to reverfe the £aid fentence. The queftioii 

. y^as then put, ji/^rm or Reverfe \ and the roll being 

caljllBiJ, , and votes marked, it carried by a gpeat ma- 

jority^ jtfffinn. The Affembly,. therefore, affirmed the 

fempnce pjf the Synod of Dumfries ; then proc^dqd,to< 

CDpfider the appeal from a fentence of the Synod ,of 

Dumfries, at the inftance of Dr Bryden, of date, tfee 

19th of OiSlober laft, affirming a fentence of the Ptef- 

bytery of Lochmaben, of date the 2d of Auguft laft, 

finding 
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finding a condfefcfendence - witR refped to Marion 
Waugh, :rfeleTant to;t)e adtnift^d-'tfcy^roof. The Af- 
fembly difinifled th€ appeal, . dnd affirmed the fentences 
of the Prefbytery of Lochmabcaiy and Synod of Duiti- . 

.fries, Tfeei^eaftMpi'beeeded'to'fconifider the reference 

by the Synod of Diimfries, of diate the 19th OcEkober 

laft, of-an appieal^by the'profecutdrs of Dr Bryden, 

from < • a Iferitence * of the - Preftyytery of Lochraaben, 

pronounced on th« 4t:h day of Odober laft, finding, 

thaty fey ^cj fentenee k)fiaft General :Aflembly, limit- 

-.ingtb? «iflie of examiiAftg-witnefleS before tlie Prefby- 

. teryy?tcl t?he firft 3ay»'6;f Odober laft^ arid which being 

paftj> 'they' ^ were precltfded frbrti'ekamining'the >frit- 

nefies^ithentioned in the feifecution of diligence prbdii- 

oed/: : The Allfe.fflW^ Wtetfed tlie .fetitence of the 'Prdf- 

r by rery of iLochtnabenv J ^ l!>elayed^ feoftffdeffat ton' of tHe 

- reference 4iy J the J^(by%€rf of ii*dT«naben, of id May 

inftant,<fill to-Dftdlf»w'. - - >• * '^^* ^ : r';^G- 

The Gboimittfees^ fof 6VekuveS'ilndf bilk 'ftppointed/^o 
nieetrito^^nn(ft>rro - 1^ I. :•! : ' r ^ ^ 

The Coihniittbe on net»i^*pplicatlOTfe,'«ld 'Uie. CJorhtnit- 
tcb on/thtf' reference ftwA the Pri&fl^ytery of Dthifce/d^ 
alfo appQJiafed>to mdeil' • -- ' '• ^ ^' ' , \ ^^ 

AdjonniEaeht/'- '^ ./. 'fli/ Vr J/. /fi-' :. ......iii:..*- 

Sederunt, .-'ivi^- ; -...l; ■.-» c .;-i^u i-.; .\'. •.- \' .. > 

Report ^Af the'^:Committee fio^t overtures called for, •^ryeh'^ 
in, and rcad.^ '^' -'•-^ -tl !•: .. •••.•* .'^*'' ^^^ t^- 

Agreed ttt-confider the^whdle overture^ ofithe table to- 
•morifoW; '"■'••; ' - ^■- *••-/ - ■ »•*'* ;'- "^ •• •^•*' . .•'^ 

Report of the Gommittrife^fet bills^- tailed for, giwn-lh, 
and read.'.' • ^'*' <^^' v *' ' ^ * '' 

Agreed to hear the caufe &^ Orwell olnl'Mdnday. - ^ 

A petition for Mr Janaei DJck(bn, Printer for the Ghnrch,, 
read. The Aflen^bly unanimoufly granted the defire 
thereof, and renewed the grant to Mr Dkrkfoh ^( thfe 
fole right of printing 'ahd; pviblifliihg the Tranflations 
and Paraphrafes of Ho4y Seripture, - for the (pace of 
nineyearsfroni this period. ' 

The Committee on the £li(sie fund renewed, with the 
former powers. - 

A petition'for the Managers of theRayal Infirmary of 
Edinburgh',: praying to rfenew thfe colleiSlion ordered 
by laft Aflfembly, upon fucb pariflies as had not had 
an opportunity of makitig fuck collefiion, read, ^e 

K Aflembly 
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Aflcmbly renewed jthB^collediaii ufKm fuch pariiSes 
as hare not ha^i^n; oppof turnip ;<3(fiBak ,t& iaitte^. 
xukI appointed jthe.^p^i^y poU€i^ec)> to be trrftu^itted 
to Ml? Archibakfj Hope; Secrcmf y t» the Royal Bank 
of Sco^awd, and T^rcafurer to the JRLoyal Infirmary; 

Refnoi^ci confideratiop; , of the reference by fifae 'Prcfbyte- 
ry of LochmabeOi of. the 2d of May ijqftaiit, in. the pro- 
eefs at the inftance <>f Mr HmdenfoQ of CleughtfacKls, 
at}d other*, »gaiaft Dr WiUiatav Brydeh^ Minifter of 
Datooii^ and upon a motiom^jtHe AlXmxbl^ ^i;kI the 
propf in !^i» caufe not iCO#)cliid«d< Tb«rcaffiw* ftfoceed- 
ed pp GOflfider of tfce- reqiu(kUwivof the Pi^cfbytpryof 
JLocbjiiiabea, for ad'ifice^ dire&i(m^ and ioi^nuftiqiia. in 
the iaid caufe; . and. afc^r reanoniing^ zr motion was 
ipade snd iecon<kd, ^'r^That tbe General Aflcttibly re- 
^ mit, wkh a fecoruaiekiidtitiQo..tO(:<he Preftytery; t^ 
/V proceed with aU coriwiHeoit i^H^d irt tbis joaufivac- 
^* cording to the rules of the .Cbnrch.*' 1 Anbther mo- 
uon-w^, mad4;;i|n4:.i^coQded^ "» That tboyr judge, it' 
*^ being underflood that, if iti . CWfitt jw^fi, v ihi^ Af- 
•* XfwJ^prc^e^ t^hefkt partitt;:iipon the wlevdncy ; 
'^ oftjiyc iE»terfoga«H^i6fe»'> iAiftaie^f riievoMfwat then 
put, RemU or Judge^ and t^e roH beipg caUfld^^jOid vobes 
marked, it carried. Remit. The Affenibly.therefeiftjreK 
mitted to the Prelbytery of Lochmaben, with a recom- 
mendation t9;|xro^c^i|i tliis cauib with all convenient 
fpeed, according to the rules of the Church. . 1 . . o( 

A petition for PonaW Ma/;(}u<ep.tQf Cot9ybto^,j rtfod;- 
others, Heritors, Elders, and heads of fainiiiiet^ in ttbe 
pariJfe of. Rfjc^o a«4iX3!aiarofljeWiibi*Uw4 ii^^ M»j Jifnes/ 
Macintoih, Minifter of thefe united pariOiea^:cjpe- 
ffppafwfheiai^ Mr M^iritofl^ land a referencei hj 
the Synod of Moray, heard j and after reafDiiri1g,.a 
motion was (H^ade^. That the Generail: Aflenably^ in 
jibQ)^ the }u<%raent of the JRneftyteryv' ilepofiog; Mp 
Mac^n^ih, was- pronount^ed 4w!it)g^ 'tbe depende^^ 
qf a» appeal duly lodged, rqyeyfe'tbe faid judgment, 
and remit ta die ftefbytery 'toorefmne'the confide- 
nation of the caufe ^ atid, oti the appUcatiion . of . the 
parties, to proceed according tp :the lawsi oi the 
Cbur<:;b,^ Another motioa w:aa naidQ^ That the A^m- 
bly proceed to judge of the two appeals in this cau&, 
in the order i« which they were taken. A ftateof ' 
the vote was then piit, Firft or Second motion ; and 
the roll being called^ a»d votes niarljed, it c»rried 5^- 
cmd^ TherefoWi the AjDfembly proceetled to judge 
. ■ ' * ' , of 
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of the two uppeali, from;, die fentenc6 of the 
FreJ(byt;/Etry of Invienicfs, in the order in which they 
were taken. Then took under confideration the firft 
rapgfs^lfjfoiBlhtifelitcneeyOfdate Mhrch i; 1786> find- 
ing Mr Madntwftx'i prcrofi'Oto^ in refpefthe was 
appointed by the (enteqce of the Synod of Moray, 

. ^ April .1785, .tO:h«^re it idofed previous td that day j 
ftiwi. aftpr: i^eiafomag, thCjiAflembly, without a vote, 
waved judging of. both appeals, and r^rriitted to the 
M^reXbyteijy of Inyemefs. t6 examine Andrew Noble 
4R4:i^P^t Pftyidfon, and na other witnfcfs, thefe two 
,]3€li)gTj(l)e ojjily ^itncfles whom Mr Macintofh had de- 
fir^4' the. Pr^jrtery to examine!; or to grant eom- 
miflion for examining them^ to the Prelbytery within 

. tbp Ijkoupds of . which! itheyrefide :: Ami 6rdained Mr 
Macintofh to apply to the PrefbyterJ* for that pur- 

. . p9^9 befori^ thi flrft of ;Aagttil neict^ and to finiih his 
jxroof agftiftft tht .firft of March' 1787^ And' if Mr^ 
Macintofh does not fimflthis proof agatnA laid day^ . 
Qr4^ijQie4 «htePifei3)ytcry of Invernefs to hoki his proof * 
as clofedy and to judge on the whole proof. Againft 

. whi^lt judgttieat^ Mi^ Th<Binfi»i of Carnock emered his 

Sederunt. .^ i 

A^i approving of tfa^ account of Mr Williatrt Robertfen 
Advocate^J^urator for the Chtirch^ aftd'exonering 
> and difcharging MrRobertfbn of the fiim difbttrled by 
hipiy Aod appointing tbathe dR^it himfelf in his next 
a<;coum with this fum^af: Li^d: 43 31^' Sterlings being 
the balance dttc. by. hini., . > :. 
A^, apprqvtiog.oftSus account. of My George Gairhcrofe, 
, Age^t forrthe Chvirch^.iuid^sioiaering and dficharging 
Mr C^imcroik of tbefom^difburfed by him, vtnA ap- 
pointing that he credit himfelf m * his next account 
with the iuoi . of L* 23 : la m i^^^rimg, being the 
balance due to jl^m. 
The account of the expe^^ce of the New Fonto of Prpcefs, , 
. due to: William Murray dtxk^ appointed by the Com- 
. ipittee: ch^eon, ordered to be paid.^ 
The account of ftationary-ware,. due by the Clerki^to 
. Mr Elphictfton Balfour, orde^d to be paid. 
The account of Mr J^raes Dickfiwi^Pjrintervfor the 
Churchy ordered to be paid. 

Report 
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Report of the Committee appointed to confider new ap- 

. plications fbr. ibares of the public money^ &c. read^ 
and appTQved of. 

The procefs anent; the chnrch*yard dikei at Lauder, re- 
mitted to the Procurator and Agent for the Church to 
carry it on at the public expence. 

The procefo of augmentation at the inftaiice of Mr George 
Macleifh, Minifter of Skipnefsaod Saddel^ remittied to 
the Procurator and A^ent for the Church, to carry it on 
at the piiblic expence. And further, the Procurator au- 
thorifed tq pay to Mr Macleifh the funv of L. 15 Sterling, 
in refp^ the obje<5l of the malife, glebe, and grafs, 
mentioned in hi& petition, are already obtained without 
• any aid from the Church/ 

The petition of Mr William Milligan, Minifter of Kirk- 

.. den, refufcd. 

ThePrpcui'afor authorifed to pay to Mr William ^ther- 

. land, Minifter at Wick; the fum of L.30^erling, againft 
the term of WJfiitfunday hext« 

The petition of Mr Richard Scott, Minifter at Ewes, 
i;9;fufed.; .. » » 

'^he Procurator authorifed to pay to .Mr Frederick Mac- 
laggan, Minifter of Melrofe, the fum of L. 15 Sterling* 

The procefs of aqgmentaticm at the inftance of Mt* An- 
drew Difhington, Minifter of Yell in Zetland, remitted 
to the Procurator and. Agent for the Church, to carry 
it on at the public expence. 

The vifitor**pf the Commiffion-record reported, that they 
. Ijkad no rejDp^rks to make. The Commiffion's con<fu(^ 
approved, The Affembly*8 thanks given from the 
Chair to the ModerMbr of the Commif&on, for their 
faii;hfulni3fs and diligence in the affairs committed ta 
them, and the record ordered to be attefted. 

The report of the Committee for naming the members of 
. the Commii^n of this Ailembly, and preparing^ in- 
ftrudlions for them, given in, and appioved of.. 

• The report qf the vifitors of the Hoyal ^Bounty record 
called for ;. the condudl of the managers approved of, 
and their book ordered to be attefted. ^ 

A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty 
this year, with a commiftion and inftrudlions to them^ 

The Synod- book of Angus and Mearns ordered to be at- 
tefted. 

All the other Synod4>ooks ordered to be brought up to 
next Aflembly. . - 

Report 
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Report of the Committee appointed by: iaft General Ai^ 
fembly, bn^the.&hemfefor^redtin^ neW pariilies in the 

. Highlands and Iflands, was given in, and read. 

The report of the Trufteea of the Ftmd eftabliflied by 

> Adl of Fsrliainent for a proviiioa' tp Mihlflers Widows^ 
&c^ containing, kn s^ccount of their proceedings fiQce 
lad General AfTecDiblyv and a ftate of the fund under 

- their management, 'bdng given in, the fame was or-, 
dereditoliei.tm the table till next diet; and^ upon a 
motiion. Sir. Henry ^Moncrieff- Well wood was cbi^ratu- 
. late feom/thei Chair tipon his happy recovery from his 
late indifpofition, and die thanks lof 'the Houfe gi- 
ven to him/ for his great care and attention to die 
faidfand . v :^ , 

The overture for a deckratory adl, that in' tafe of diflehts 
and proisfts,' for leave to complain of Pri^fbyteries fen-' 
tences: refpe^ling the licenfiog of Prpbationer^, on the 
ground' of their acting contrary to A^ Adtof Aflembly 
1782, thatthe-efeaof.ihch diiTent «id jprbteft ihkll 
he to iift . the )a<£tual JiCeufing of fudi Probiitidner till 
the complaint is di£Q[iii2bd^ was withdrawn. ^ ' ^ 

The followuig overture/ W2f. " That fu6h an indulgence 
as ihall feem meet to the Aflembly^ tiay be granted 
to the Students 'hiving the Gaelic languagi; in the 
Northern and Weftern Ifles,'' tratifmitted to Prdiby- 

'. teries for their confideration. Vide Printed A<Ss. 

All the overtures anent licenfing Probationers^ remitted 
to a Committee, to confider the fame, arid CD • report 
to th^ next General Aflembly. 

The ovfirtiire, from the Syiiod of Fife, and the overture 
from the Prefhytery of Jedlmrgh, anent app^^s^ re- 
mitted to a Committee to confider the fain^, and to 
report to: next General lAflembly*' : • . 

The overture from the Prelbytery* of Jedburgh^ an^t 
• extracts from the records of Aflembly, difmiiled, ' 

The overtures from the Synod of Fife, and .jfroto the 
. Synod of Moray, iapent conteflpd : patronages, dif- 
miifed. . : \ ;. V : :' -; 

The overture from the. Synod of Perth and Stirling, 
anent qualifications of Elders, remitted to :the Com- 
mittee on the overtures anent appeals. 

The overture by Mr Robert Deans, remitted to the 
Committee on the overtures, anent licenfing Proba- 

>- tipners^ /. - • . li. 

Biepoiit of the , Sub<K:ommittee: appointed ta cla(^ returns 
to overtures, .tranfiaiitted, called for, pVodoced, and 
. read. . * .. ' .•../. •••: • »..:- :' -.. • ' " ^ 

L * .The 
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Tb€ Ibw^ M\itiiivi^<i9fixtm^ oMfan&aittedljb^i.lait AC 

tion toUh^ bffk^:of:B.'iMMi!ftfai,rwith6nt rebutloq to a 

^^r|)iHii$Ul^c chinge'I 9if; Oviadafte fiefpeAitignhe ordi^ 

j^patic^ ;D£:EldMs9:tttgiltfc«rf/witkidm ap- 

'>p€^nted't!p hetcitgaiiiitilttiifinitt^ i:F//^£^Int0d:)A]£ls. 

Ari api^alat the ioftamQ.df^Mr vjal^^ 

- iA3^date;;fi5otoi .ar: fcnt«nc^.o£ihp Pge fl^ aia y of .Ha- 

s milbonjo^ d^ithc/:a5tbi:April;la£E;. £iKti]ig>altb6Lat 

:jhi^«f9d%aiiiee, i^ of 

riHiKtTgdfpdi, ^odrcai)ecfaiil: inriikid •parilb/ Jufbnnal, ir- 

-urelfit^nt^ aild Iisia£t2cfiar}^!heairdi .Afbd: jfeiaibhingv a 

iai(ttiotf9c.iras:'in4de^ '^ That t^ General, Afiiiiiblsr re- 

" verfe the fentence of the Prefbytery of^Hanbiktoh 

. ;l?l mii: ihe:i iferte: fcoriohfej rPcoiby terj^ bf i I^aiixiiajo^ Ito be 
>ffj iadtptt$iad::^4ift)ct£i aGdatdingaipod»jniies^^ 

i ; i?/l ft Jie^ffipat^ncc ©£: thfe Ptdbytei^otf 1 Hdmatdn,*" The 

Miftaficistf-tJtei^tteritaijtl^iiiipot;!^^ afad 

the roll bma^Kiiirlkt^, aiod ih]dt3iiiiBlarkedy:iki;cacried by 

-^ g?fe«t i»«)^rf*y> BfiVir/^* .: T4ipi Aflfembly/ thisbrefore^ 

..,^KHe^e$l?tHe fej^^^ ^ die Prefeytery of Hhmilron 

' ;appe^I)^iToiDQi, attd found the libel rekvsdit^'jaad re- 

mkred;the.faiaiei to the Pitcfbytery of Hamiltooa, to be 

adiphti^d to pioof,. accordictg to the rnksi of the 

•Church,. .^ •• • ■ ../..'./ :-.'-. .. . ' 

Adjouriuneat* 

. V • • • 

: * Mayag^ 1786. Sejl tiii. 

Sederupt. j : ' ^ •. 

Upoa .re port o£ the. Committee appointed to confider 
the reference by the Prefbytery of Dunkeld, relative 
to the riot by Mr: Rattray of Dalrulzian, in the kirk 
of .Kirkmichael; :tlie Aflembly remitted to the Pro- 
Quirator to enquire tntb the fadts fet forth in. the faid 

, reference, and empowered him, i^ he Ihould fee caufe, 
to bring a procefs againft the party concerned therein, 
before the <iompetent court, and to carry on the fame 
at tne public expence. 

The report of the Truftees for managing the Fund for 
a proyifion to Mioifters Widows, ^c. containing a 
itate of the fund und^er their management, and ah 
account of their proceedings fince laft Aflembly, as- 
gain called for, and ordered to be recorded in the 
feparate regifter kept for that purpofe. 

Lift of Probationers produced^ and ordered to be re- 
corded. 

The 
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A IB'RI D G M E NT. 1786. 

The memorial for the fubfcribers refident in the city of 
Quebec, craving aid by colleftion^ or otherwife, or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Upon report of the Committee appointed to confider the 
petition of Mr Frederick Maclaggan, the Aflembly 
allowed them again to fit, and to take fuch fteps for 
the accommodation of Mr Maclaggan and his pari- 
fhioners, as they fliould think prudent or expedient^ 
and to report to next General Aflembly. 

Two appeals at the inllance of James Simpfon of Maw- 
carfe, and others, Heritors and heads of families of 
the parifh of Orwell, from two fentences of. the Synod 
of Fife, of date II th of Odtober laft, heard. And 
after reafoning, the Aflembly unanimoufly difmifled 
the appeals, and affirmed the fentences of the Synod 
of Fife appealed from ; and fuflained the call in fa- 
vour of Mr Patrick Spence, to be afliflant and fuccet 
for to his father in the parifh of Orwell j and appoint- 
ed the Prefbytery of Dunfermline to proceed to his 
fettlement with all convenient fpeed, according to the 
rules of the Church. 

All caufes before this Aflembly, and not determined by 
them, and caufes remitted ,by former Aflemblies, 
and not determined^i referred to the Comtoiffion^ with 
power to them to judge and finally determine there- 
in. 

Proteflations admitted. 

A Committee named to revife the minutes of the A('» 
fembly's proceedings at this, and all the other diets 
thereof, and to pitch upon fuch of the A6ls of Af- 
fembly as are to be flanding rijes, in order to their 
being .printed. 

The mmutes of this federunt were read ; the minutes 
of former federunts having been read at the diets 
fubfequent thereto. 

The Moderator's fpeech to the General Aflembly, and 
his Majefly*s CommifConer. 

The Lord High Commiffioner's fpeech to the Aflembly i^ 

Adt appointing next General Aflembly of this Church, 
to meet on May 17. 1787. . v 

The Aflembly concluded with prayer, finging a pfalm, 
and pronouncing the blefling. 



F I N I S. 
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THE ERlNClPAL. 

ACTS 



OF THE 



General aifemWp 



OF THE 



CHURCH 



O F 



S C O T L A N D> 

Convened at EDINBURGH, the 17th £)ay of Ma^ij^y, 



CoUeBed and CMtraSed from ibe Recordthj the CUrht thereof . 




^^^CONSXJ^'^' 



E n 1 il B U R G H: 



PHnted by Jambs Dickson, Printer to tbe CSnureh 

of Scotland* 

M,DCC,LXXXVII. . 
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THfi PRINCIPAL 

A C T S 

OF THE 

<[leneral MmU)^ 

OP THE , 

CHURCH 

O F 

SCOTLAND, 

Begun at EtBtihurgb, tHe 17th Day of JMiy 1787, and 
concluded the 28U1 Day of the jaid Monm wd Year* 



L 

The King's Commiffion to David Earl 
of Leven produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. 



EeBnbmrgh, Maj^ij, 1787* 

THE General Ailembly of this National Church 
being convened and conftituted^ there was pro- 
duced to them, by the Right Honourable Da- 
vid £arl of Leven, the King's Commiffion, 
fealed with the Seal appointed by the Treaty 
of Union to be kept and ufed in Scotland, in place of the 
Great Seal of Scotland, making and conitituting him his 

Majefiy's 
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4 ^^ Ji&s 6f the 

Majefty^s High Commiflioner and Reprefentative in this 
Aflembl^, of the faiAe tenor with £ke Commiffion gFant- 
i ed to m^' Lordfhip lall year ; which Commtflion was pu- 

F blicly read with all due honour and refped^ and ordered 

( to be recorded in the Books of Aflembly. 



GEORGIUS, Dei gratia, Magnm Brkannug^ Francia, et m^ 
berniityRex^ Fi4ei Defenfor: Omnibus probU bamtnbus^.ad 
quos prafentes litera pervenerint. ^jiandoqtddem nos confide* ' 
rantesy quod^ generaUs eccleJUt Scotia cohvenius in decimumjeptimum 
^liem Maii pemmi convenire ordinatv^ M nojquc abunde cupidi^ 
fSiwtiam neqffdnum eJfejKMicanUs 4^ c^mmodum diR. ecclefiesy ut 
Idem generalu'conventus^ die Jlaiuii) detite obfervett&y atque rebus 
magni mcmenti nos alio vocantibuSyjiiSl. conventui perfonatiter inter* 
^ neqtdmus ; nofque abunde /atirfafU de fufficientia et f^Utaie 
fidftffiin et d^SUffiai nojiri coafanguinHy Da;ridis Comitis de Le- 
TCiit quod adjummum munus nojtrifupremi Commijionarii ad diSum 
£Meralefn conventum rite exercendum et obeundum ufyuequaque 
JS;infi4^hs) rtov^is ig^tor^ nos iitmin^, cokflkmyfe^ orM^ « 
najjcy tenoreque ^raJhtAumy no^inarty cof^ituerey €t ^rdbiaref 
jfideKJhnum ft diie&ijjimum nojlrum confangmneum Bavidem Comi^ 
tern de Levtn,Jupremum nofirum Commifftonarium didto generaU eccle* 
jte Sfafwp € W fWi i<wi , demdo et concedendo iOi plenasa pot^atem^ com- 
mijionem, et mvarrantum,. facram nqftram perjbnam et au£loritatem 
regatem repre^ntandiy nee non prajentiam nqftram fuppkndiy et lo* 
cum nojlrum^ in diBofubJequentigenerali conveniu, tanquam Oommif* 
fionario nofiro ad bunc effeHumJpedaUter conftituto^ tenendi^ omniaque 
xdiafid imperium et munus Gommijfionarii progener*aU eccUfia conventu 
peragtniiy tamfJenedBoqwJibefxinqUdvis reJpe^UyquampdUbetaUus 
ineode^JuttimojamnJtrefocerat^Jeu quwis ten^ore praterito facers 
potuerat, et acji noi tpji perfonatiter prafentes Jhcere potuerimus. 
^jueque omnia etjingida^qua diSlus David Godaes de Leven in hoc 
nqftra ccmmijfione projequenda legitime fecerit^ feu fieri ordinaverit^, 
nosfirndter approbamusy et babituri fismus. Omnibus et fngvlis in* 
fiper di£i. ecclefia pqftoribtUy et prejbyteris cceterifque quibufimnque^ 
intra illam partem 'Magna Britannia Scotiam voeattim^ fibditis no* 
flrisy cufujcunque gradusfeu quaJitatiSj JlriSte pradpirnus et mantbi^ 
musj ut diUum Davidem Comitem de Leven, tanquam fupremusn 
npflfwn Commifjionariran ad effeSli^ ^t modumfupra memor(U. reve* 
reantur^ agnofcant^ et did. ipfius audientes fe prabeant : Atque banc 
mftrma jconmuffimem a diSlo decimofeptimo die Maii proximi incipere, 
etdeincrpsJurjutiebacfubJeqtienteJ^on diH. generaHs conventus 
' continuare^ 
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dneral Apmhly, 1787. 5 

,. xofUinuarCf declaramus^ vel ufque dum a nobis revocahitur^ et exme* 
rabitur. In cujus rei tejiitnonium^ prasfentibus Jfgillum nojlrum per 

^unioms traSlatum cufbdiend. et in Scotia^ vice et loco Magm SigiUi 
ejufdem utend. ordinate appendi mandavif^us. Apud ayJam nojlram 
apud St James^^^ trigejimo die menjis Aprilisj anno Domini millejimo 

Jeptingentejimo et oSlogeJimo^feptimo^ Regnique nojlri nnno vigefimO'- 

feptimo. 

Perjignaturam manu S. D. N. Re^ fuprafcripr 



n. 

The KiNG^s pioft gracious Letter to the 
General Aflembly, prefented to them 
by his Nfajefty's Commiffioner. 

GEORGE R. 

RIght Reverend and Well-beloved, We greet yott 
well. Your conftant endeavours in the fupport of 
Religion and Virnic, your equitable proceedings in all 
;ihatters which come before you, and your uniform zeal 
for the dignity of Our Perfon and Government, have 
juftly entitled you to thofe marks of approbation, which 
We have hitherto with fo. mujch fatisfadtion given to you, 
Such a laudable condudt will always mee( with Our Ap* 
probation, and will infore Our Royal Protection, in the 
fupport and maintenance of the Church of Scotland, in 
all its juft rights and privileges, as eftablimed by law* 
We repeat Our exhortations to you, to fupprefs all unne- 
cellary difcuflions, and to difcountenance all private aaid 
perfonal animolities} to attend ftridly to the true pur- 
pofes for which you are aflembled; to continue your en- 
deavours to check and difcountenance every fpecies of 
vice, licentioufnefs, and difcord, and for the promotion 
and encouragement of every Chriftian virtue. Our Right 
Trufty,and Right Well-beloved Poufin, David Earl of JLe- 
wen^ has fo ilron^ly (hewn his attachment to thelntereils of 
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^ The Aas of ibt 

' Bis country, as well as his loyalty and fidelity to Our 
Perfon and Government, and you have fo often expe- 
rienced his endeavours to execute with uprightnefs, the 
high and . important truft of Our Lord High Commit 
» fioner to the General Aflembly of the Church of Scot- 
land, that We are confident Our re-appointment of him to 
that great office will be acceptable to you. And we 
truft that you'will attend to thefe Our recommendations, 
. in preferving unanimity and brotherly love among you 
in your counciU^ and fecure to yourfelves a happy con- 
cluiion of the prcfent Aflembly; and fb We bid you 
. heartily farewell. Given at ' Our Court at St James^s^ 
the 7th day of May 1787, in the 27th year of Our 
; Reign. 

By his Majefty^s Command, 

SYDNEY. 

^ddrejfcd ihus : To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved 
the Moderator^ Minifters and Elders of the General 
Aflembly of the Church of Scotland. 



HI. 

The General Aflembly^s Anfwer to the 
King's moft gracious Letter; 

May it fkqftywr M€Jefiy^ 

WE receive with the mofl dutiful refped, the honour 
done us by your Majefty^s moft gracious let- 
ter. 

It gives us great fatisfadion^ that our humble endea- 
vours in the fupport of Religion and Virtue, the equitable 
proceedings of o\ir Aflemblies, and our uniform zeal 
for the dignity of your Sacred Perfon and Govern- 
ment have recommended us to thofe marks of approba^ 

4ion, 
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tion, with whldi yoar Majefty liath beea hltlierto plea* 
ied to honour us> 

By the fame laudable conduA, we truft, we fliall ob- 
tain the fame Royal approbation, and. infure to the 
Church of Scotland, your Majefly^s protedion, in the 
fupport and maintenance of all her juil rights and privi-^ 
leges as eftabliflied by law. * 

Permit us to afiiire your Majefty, that, avoiding all un- 
neceflary difcuflions, and all private and perfonal animo- 
sities, we fhall ftridlly keep in view the great purpofes of 
our preient meeting ; and that, depending upon the blef- 
fing of God, we fhall always confider it as our honour to 
«xert our conftant endeavours, to check and difcounte- 
nance every fpecies of vice, licentioufnefs and difcord, 
and to promote and encourage every Chriftian virtue 
among the people committed to our care. 

The loyalty and fidelity of the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Leven, his uprightnefs in the difcharge of his 
high and important truft, as well as his regard to religion, 
and the interefts of his Country and of this Church, are 
£0 well known to us, as to render your Majefty 's choice 
of him, to reprefent your Sacred Perfon in this Aflembly, 
a frefli mark of your Royal Favour ; and we truft we 
dhall ftiew tp him all that refpe€fc which is due to thcv re- 
prefentative of our Sovereign, and fecure to ourfelves a 
happy conclufion of this Aflembly, by preferving in our 
councils that brotherly love, and, as far as poilible, that 
unanimity which your Majefty recommends. 

Your Majefty *s Donation of one thoufand pounds, .we 
accept with all gratitude, as a proof of the continuance 
of your Majefty^s paternal concern for the ipiritual as 
well as temppral intereftis of your people, eveii in the 
mc^ remote and uncultivated parts of your kingdoms 5 
and it ihall be our ftudy to apply it in fuch a manner, as 
may moft e£^ually promote the pious and benevolent 
purpofes of the Royal Donor. 

That God may abundantly blefs your Majefty : That he 
may continue to guard from every danger, a life fo dear 
to your Majefty's fubjedts, and fo precious to the religion 
and liberties of this cbuntry : That he may direct your 
councils, profper your adminiftration, and eftablifh your 
throne in righteoufnefs : That he may pour down his 
beft blefling upon your Royal Confort the Queen, the 
Prince of Wales, and all the Royal Family, endow them 

plenteoufly 
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* TbtJatofile 

.plenteoufly ^ith tke Gifts of his Spirit, and fit them f<n: 
the duties of their exalted ftation: That he may main- 
tain the rucceflioa to the Crown of thefe kingdoms, in 
your Illuftrious .Family to the latefl ages , and that after 
^ long, and happy reign, over a great and free people, 
you may, through the merits of our Lord Jefus Chriil, be 
•crowned with eternal glory in Heaven, is the moft fer- 
vent prayer o^ 

May it pleale your Majcfty, 
Tour Majeily's moft faithful^ 
Moft obedient. 
And moft loyal fubjedts, 
'The Minifters and Elders met in this National 
Ailembly of the Churx^h of Scotland. 

Signed in our name^ 

In our prefence, 
,And at our appointment, by 

ROBERT LISTON, Mod. 



Commiffion to fome Minifters and Ruling 
Elders for die Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, and 
for managing his Majefty's Royal 
Bounty for that end. 

THE General Aflembly do hereby nominate and. ap- 
point the Reverend Mr Robert Lifton, Minifter of 
the Gofpel at Aberdour, their Moderator, all the mini- 
fters who are members of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, 
Mr David Swan at Scoonie, Mr Andrew Hutton at Kil- 
nmnie, Profeflbr George Hill, Principal M'Cormick, Dr 
James Playfair at Meigle, Mr John Webfte;r at Inverarity^ 
Dr James Blinihall at Dundee, Mr Alexander Mackie at 

Aberbrothocl^ 
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General ^Jmbfy, ly^y. , -^ 

Abcrbrothock, Mr James Wilfon at Marytown, Mr AleX'* 
ander Leflie at Fordown, Dr Duncan Shaw at Aberdeen^ 
Mr William Shand at Lumphanan, Mr Robert, Lumfden 
at Kildrummy, Mr John Rofe at Udncjy, Mr William 
Davidfon at- Inverury, Mr John Lundie at Loanmay, Mr 
Andrew Skeene at BaniF, Mr John Cooper at Glaft, Mr 
John Grant at Kirkmichael^ Mr William Gordon at Ur- 
quhart, Mr Alexander Coul at Edinkilly, Mr Akxander 
Frafer at Kirkhill, Mr Alexander Wood at Rofemarkie, 
Mr John Urquhart at Fearn, Mr Colin Mackenzie at Fo- 
derty, Mr Donald Maqfcinnon at Strath, Mr Alexander 
Mackay at Barvas, Mr John Macqueen at Applecrofs, 
Mr Walter Rofs at Clyne, Mr Patrick Nicholfon at Thur- 
fo, Mr John Scollay at St Andrew's, Mr Francis Liddle 
at Orphir, Mr William Mitchell at Tingwall, Mr James 
Lindfay at Kirklifton, Mr John Gordon at Dolphington, , 
Mr John Hamilton at Bolton,. Dr William Dalgliefti at 
Peebles, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Inverefk, Mr Daniel 
Macqueen at Preftonkirk^ Mr William Simpfon at Green- 
law, Dr Walter Anderfon at Chumfide, Mr Robert Turn- 
bull at Sprouftoa, Mr Thomas Elliot at Cavers, Mr. John, 
Mertown at Merton, Mr Robert Douglas at Galaftiiels^ 
Mr John Ruflel at 'Canonby, Mr David Donaldfon at. 
Wamphry, Mr William Keyden at Penpont, Mr George 
Duncan at Lochrutton, Mr Robert Mutter at Kirkcud-. 
bright, Dr William Boyd at Penningham, Mr John Coul- 
ter at Stranrawer, Dr William Dalrymple ^t Ayr, Mr 
Arthur Ouchterfon at Kilbride, Dr John Snodgrafs at 
Paifley, Mr Archibald Bruce at Shotts, Mr Jofeph Crich- 
ton at Carftairs, Dr William Taylor at Glafgow, Mr James 
Cooper at Baldemock, Mr John Mackinnon at Kilmodan^ 
Mr Robert Thomfon at KiUean, Mr Jofeph Macintyre at 
Glenorchy, Mr Patrick Macarthur at Torofay^ Mr Tho- 
mas Fleeming at Kpnmore, Mr Hary Inglis at Fortiviot/ 
Mr Robert Ure at Airth, Mr John Wright at Trinity- 
ga(k, Mr James Robert fon at Callender, Minifters ; Sir 
Charles Prefton, Mr James Fergus at Kirkaldy, Andrew 
Hamilton, Efq; Provoft of Kinghorn, Colonel Monypen- 
ny, Dr Andrew Duncan, Mr George Imlach writer, Mr 
Thomas Miln merchant, Mr Thomas Duncan writer, JVIr 
Alexander Burnet advocate, Mr John Mofman, Profeifor 
Playfair, Mr Cunningham of Hyndhope, William Macdo- 
nald,Efq; of Reneaton, John Gordon of Craig, Efq; George 
Buchan-Hepburn, Efq; Mr John Taylor writer, Mr John 
♦Robertfon writer, Mr John KuiTel Junior^ writer. Baron 
Gordon, Dr Gregory Grant, Mr Thomas Gordon writer, 
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Walter Dunbar, Efq; Mr Ludovick Grant /tfmor, writer, . 
Mr Robert Mackintofh advocate, Convener Lindfay^ Lord 
Aukerville, Bailie Galloway, Lord Macdonald^ the Pro- 
curator, William Bannatyne-Macleod.lift]; ProfeflbrHugk 
Macleod, Bailie Daniel Miller, |ohn CampbelUSuther* 
land, Efq; Bailie James Torry^ Mr Malcolm Laing advo* 
cate, Mr George Home baker, Profeflbr Andrew DaK 
zel, Lord Henderland, Mr Archibald Macdowal, Mr Tho- 
mas Trotter, Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, Convener Ro- 
bert Dewar, Profeflbr Finlayibn, Honourable Captata 
S^ndilands, Lord Chief Baron, Mr Hamilton of Spittle- 
haugh, Solicitor General, Elarl of Hjndford, Mr Matthew 
Sandilands, Mr Stewart younger of Allanbank, Earl of 
Lauderdale, Mr William Elliot advocate, Mr Richard Tod, 
Mr James Saunders writer, Mr Francis Armftnmg, Joha 
Bu{hby,Efq; Jo. Hamilton of Bargenny, Efq; Will Gamp- 
bell of Fairaeld, Efq; Mr George Ferguflbn advocate. Ho- 
nourable Patrick Boyle, Mr John Haddoway at Leith, fAc 
John Hamilton of Weftbum, Alexander Wight, Efq; ad- 
vocate. Lord Advocate, Sir James Colquhoun, Bart. John 
Lkmontof Lamont^Efq; Mr James Home writer, Dr James 
WilliamfoQ, Colonel Campbell of Moonzie, Allan Mac-i 
^ouggl, Efq; Thomas Elder, Efq; Pavtd Stewart, Efqj 
Mr Alexander Bonar banker^ John Dickfbn, Efq; ad- 
vocate, Mr John £r(kine advocate, and the Honourable 
H^nry Erfkine^ Ruling Elders, to be a Comipittee of this 
Aflembly, for the reformation of the Highlands and 
Iflands of Scot;land, for promoting the knowledge of 
^rue religion, fuppreflins l^opery and profanenefs, and 
^or managing the Royal Bpupty for thefe ends, accord- 
ing to, and in terms of his Majelly*s grant to this Aflem- 
h\j. In proiecution of which purposes, the Committee 
iire to appoint Preachers and Catechifts, to go to fuch 
places as they fhall find, upon due information, to be the 
moft proper, according to his Majefty's defign, exprefled 
In his warrant ; and, in (b doing, that they have paiticu-^ 
lar regard to fuch pariihes in South Uifti Small Ifles^ 
Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, and 
Lochaber, and the other pariihes of the Synods of Glenelg 
and Argyle, which the Committee fhall £fnd, by reafon 
of the vaft extent, by the .prevalency of Popery and igno- 
rance, and other unhappy circumflances, to be in the 
'^reatefl diflrefs ,: And they fhall take care, that the per- 
lons they employ be certified, and found, upon due trials 
to be properly qualified for thefe refpedtive offices, of 
good abilities for the iame, of a pious life and converfa* ' 
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tioii, prudent; of midpubted loyalty to his Majefty, and 
of competent fkill in the principles of Divinity, and par-* 
cicularly in Popifh controveriies i Such Preachers and Ca- 
techifts being hereby appointed to be fubjedl to, and un- 
der the infpedfeion of the Prelbyteries of the bounds to 
which ihey are fent, who are to take care that the orders 
of the Committee he duly obf?rved by them. And the 
Preachers 9re alfo appointed to catechife, and both they 
and the Catechifts to inftrud the people from hoiife to 
lieufe, and to viiit the fick \ and, in all their labour a- 
mong the people, to be careful to teach them the prin- 
ciples and duties of the true Chriftian Proteftant religion, 
and the obligations they are lander to duty and loyalty to 
our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws : 
And the. Committee are empowered to give themfuch in- 
itnidiolis, as to. their work and behaviour, as they {ball 
judge meet; which inftrudlions the Preachers and Cate- 
<:hifts are hereby ordered to obey. The General Aflembly 
Ao further appoint the faid Committee, to have a particu- 
lar regard in their proceedings^^ to the regulations, agreed 
rn by the Committee of the AflGbmbly for managing 
Royal Bounty, on the 50th of September 1730, ap- 
provea by frequent Aflemblies : And to take care that 
Prefbyteries, and others eotic^med, obferve the fame, 
which they arc hereby ordered to do : Ps^rticularly, the 
Aflembly ordains the feveral treAyteries to infert ia their 
regtfters, the Committee^s appointments of the defigna- 
tions, Claries, and ftations of the (everal miflionaries, and 
to have an exadxegard thereto, in all the letters they fhall 
write about the faid miflionaries, and in giving of certi- 
ficates to them ; and to dired all tWr letters, concerning 
miifionaries in their bounds, only to the Moderator of 
the Committer ; which letteirs fhall be figned, at the ap- 
pointment of the Prefbytery, by the Moderator or Clerk 
thereof: And the Aflembly does' difcharge any payment 
^ohe made of the falaries of the miflionaries, except upon 
receipts from the miflionaries thertifelves, and upon certi- 
ficates from the Prefbyteries, bearing. That they have fer- 
ved for the time mentioned in the receipts ; and that eve- 
ry Catechifl, who receives a falary from the Royal Boun- 
ty, on condition that the parifhioners or gentlemen of the 
difhrid: fhall pay a certain fum in aid of liich falary, fhall 
infert, in the body of his receipt to the Caftiier, a declara- 
tion that he has received the particular fum fpecified ; arid 
that the atteflatidn of the Prefbytery fhall in like manner 
bear, that the Catechift has receive^ the flipulated fum 
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which the Committee make the condition of his appoint- 
ment; it being underftood by this refolution^ that the 
feveral ftations, with regard to which fuch conditions 
were originally made by the Committee, when no fuch 
declaration of the Catechift, or atteflation of the Pre(by- 
tery, as is now propofed, is received by the Cafliier, 
fhall be afterwards fupprefled by the sCommittee, though 
the Catechift (hall, notwithftanding, receive the (alary for 
the time he is certified to have performed his duty. That 
a journal of the itinerant's labours in the nnniftry, of the 
miflion committed to him, be written on the back of the 
Preftiytery's certificate, and figned by him, as'the.ground 
on which the Prefbytery have granted him faid certifi- 
cate. The General Aflerably do alfo empower the faid 
Committee to apply, ibr the purpofes above mentioned, 
what may remain of the laft year's R^al Bounty not 
difpofed of, by reafon of any of the mi0ionaries not ful- 
filling the appointments laid upon them ; and that they 
are to keep a regifter of their proceedings, and likewife 
diftind books of accounts, how the forefaid money is 
beftowed, which (hall be patent to any concerned who 
plea(e to infpe<5l the fame. Of the perfons above named 
as members of this Committee, five are declared to be a 
quorum, whereof three are ,to be minifters. But it is 
hereby appointed. That at the quarterly meeting of the 
* Committee, in which the fcheme or eftabliihment of 
«mi(nonaries for the enfuinr year is to be approved and 
t determined, not lefs than fourteen (hall be the quorum, 
-whereof nine (hall be minifters ; and the faid Committee 
are appointed to have their general meetings at Edin- 
burgh, the firft lawful day after the adjournment of each 
of the four ftated diets of the commiflion of the Gene- 
ral AfiTembly, within the Aflembly ayle, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, except that day (hall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the me&ting (haill be upon Monday next 
thereafter, at the faid hour ; with power to the faid Com- 
mittee to adjourn themielves to fuch times and places as 
they (hall find moft needful and convenient: And they 
are to keep a eorrefpondence with the Commiftion of the 
General Ailembly, and the Society for propagating Chri- 
ftian Knowledge, and their Committee of Diredors, and 
to take their advice and a(Cftance ; and alfo to correfpond 
with the Synods and Pre(byteries concerned. They are 
likewi(e inftruded and empowered, as they (hall fee caufe^ 
to apply to the Governnient, or any Magiftrate, for aflift- 
ance and fupport in carrying on the defign of the com- 
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nriflion now ghren to them; And the General Aflembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertfon advocate. Procurator 
for the Church, and Receiver of the forefaid Royal Boun- 
ty, to pay out the fame, as 4ie fhall -be dire<3:ed and or- 

■; dered by the forefaid Committee, and according to their 
rules. And the faid Committee are appointed' to examine 
the accounts of the diftribution of the Royal Bounty, and 
lay the fkne before the Lords Commi0kmers of his Ma- 
jefty'^s Treafury^ or the Barons of his Majefty^'s Court of 
Exchequer, an^ to report their diligence to the General 
Aflembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it 
is agreed, That no perfon ^nce employed and infert in 
the icbeme, {hall be ftruck out thereof fbr tha^ year, but 
^by the^quorum ef at ieaft fourteen, whereof nine to be 
' aiinifters ; and in cale any complaint fhall be made agalnft 
any of them on the fcheme, it (hall not be determined 
the €kxi\ ordinary meeting that the fame is ofiered, but 
it ihall Jie on the table tiH another meeting; and in the 
tneitn time the perfon csmplaiaed of, and the Prefby- 
Jbery of the bowids wherein ^ offici^tes^ ihall be ac- 
quainted of (hch coQi-plainti and tho& concerned be re* 
quired'to koA to the faid ComQ;uttee a jufi account of 
the matter agadnft the next BM^ting. And'i^ is &irther 
appointed, lliat after the yearly fcheme of imiHouari^ 
>on the Royal Bounty is fettled in manner above direiSb* 
cd, and notice thereof given by letters to die Preflbyte- 
ries cotioerned, (uch PreCbyteries (hall (end up to the 
iaid Comsnittee their anfwer . to thefe letters, at fartheft 
with ti^lf Commiiljoners to the General Aflembly, if the 
"fiuxie be not done (boner ; and that the Committee, at 
their firft meeting after thit General Aflembly, fliall en* 
deavour to complete the ^next year's fcheme themfelves ; 
and if they cannot complete it, they fliall name a Sub« 
committee of their number for that purpofe, who are t^ 

' lay their draught thereof before a fubfequent ipeejug, 
"which is appointed to meet as foon after, the rifing of the 
Aflembly as poflible. And empowered the Committee, 
at their firft meeting, tp rejed any petition for a new 
ilation, in cafe they ihall find fufEdent objedions agaiuft 
it ; and that the &id Committee, in making up the fcheme 
'of npiiflionariesi, ^c. do not exceed the fum in the grant. 
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V. 



Commiffion to fome Minifters and Ru- 
ling Elders for difcufling Affairs re- 
ferred to them. 



THE General Ailembly do hereby nominate, com- 
mifCon and appoint^ the Reverend Mr Robert 
Lifion, minifter of the gofpel at Aberdour, their Mo* 
derator ; and from the prefbytery of Dunfexttline, Mr 
James Reid at Beath, Mr David Balfour at Torryiium, 
minifters, and Sir Charles Prefton of Valeyfield^ ruling 
elder ; from the prefbytery of Kirkcaldie, Mr David 
Swan at Scoonie, Mr John Ufharat Kinghorn, Mr Andrew 
.Murray at Aucfhterderran, minifters, James Townfend* 
Ofwald, Efq; of Dunnekeir, ruling elder; from the burgh 
of Kirkcaldie, Mr James Fergus, one of the prefent Bai- 
lies of Kirkcaldie; from the burgh of Kinghom, An- 
drew Hamilton, £(q; Provoft of Kinghom ; from the 
burgh of Biirntifland, Mr John Thomfon, one of the 
Bailies of Bumtiiland ; from the burgh of Dyfart, Mr 
John Melvill, Jenior^ manufadurer in Dyfart ; from the 
preft)ytery of Cupar, Mr Andrew Huttpn at Kilmanie, 
Mr Robert MaccuUoch at Deriie, Mr Andrew Ireland at 
Menzie, Mr William Gourly at Flefk, minifters, and Mr 
David Pitcairn at Maunt,and Mr Robert Chryftie at Cal<- 
lingh, ruling elders ; from the burgh of Cupar, Major 
John Melvell of Cairney ; from the preibytery <if St An- 
drew's, Mr John Mair at Cameron, Profeflbr George Hill, 
St Andrew's^ Mr James Macdonald at Kemback, Mr 
Henry David Hill at Denino, minifters, and Lieutenants 
colonel Alexander Monnypenny, Mr Thomas Ballardie 
in Anftruther, ruling elders ; from the burgh of St An- 
drew's, Dr Andrew Duncan, phyfician, Edinburgh 4 -from 
the lUniverfity of St Andrew-s, Dr Jofeph Maccormick, 
Principal of the Univerfity ,of St Andrew's ; from the 
burgh of Crail, the Reverend 31r Alexander Meldrun^ of 
Kiincaple ; from the preibytery of Meigle, Mr James 
Stoimonth at Airly^ Dr James Playfair at Meigle, Mr 
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James Johnfton at Blairgowrie^ minifters; from the 
prefby tery of Forfar, Mr Griffith Fergufon at Dumiicheni 
Mr John Webfter at Inverarity, mioifters^ Alexander 
Watfbn, Efqj youager of Turrin, ruling elder ; from 
the prefbytery pf Dundee^Dr James Bllnihali at Dundee^ 
Mr Jbhn Gellatlay at Tealin, Mr Thonfas Conftable at 
Li£r, minifters, Mr George Imlach, writer in Edinburgh, 
nding elder; from the prefbytery of Aberbrothock, 
Mr Alexander Mackay at Aberbrothock^ Mr Alexander 
Girvin at Lunan, minifters, Mr Thomas Miln, merchant, 
Canongate, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Aberbrothock, 
Mr Thomas Duncan, writer, Edinburgh \ from the pref- 
hytery of Brechin, Mr James Wilfon at Mary town, Mr 
John Waugh at Memnuir, Mr James Mitchell at Mon- 
trofe, miniflers, and Alexander Burnet, Elq; advocate^ 
ruling elder ; from the burgh of MontroTe, John Mofs- 
man, Efq; merchant Edinburgh ^ from the prefbytery of 
jFordown, Mr Alexander Leflie at Fordown, Mr James 
Walker at Dunnotter, Mr John Hutchifon at Fetterefib, 
minifters, and Profeilbr John Playfair, Edinburgh, ruling 
.elder ; from the prefbytery of Aberdeen, Dr John Brown 
at Newhills, Dr Duncan Shaw at Aberdeen, Mr William 
Stronach at New Machar, Mr James Frafer at Drumoak, 
miniftera, William Cruden, Efq; l^te Provoft of Aber- 
deen, James Gnningham, Efq; of Hyndhope, ruling el- 
ders ; from the Marifhall College, Dr Robert Hamilton^ 
Profeflbr of Natural Philofophy ; from the prefbytery of 
Kincardine-o'neal, Mr William Shand at Lumphanan, Mr 
Georgie Knowles at Birfe, Mr Robert Farquharfbn at 
Logycoldftone, tniniflers, William Macdonald, £% df 
Rineaton,, ruling ^Ider ; from the prefbytery of Alford, 
Mr Robert Luimden at Kildrummy, Mr Thomas Bimie 
at Alford, Mr George Donaldfon at Kenethmont^ mini- 
ilers, John Gordon, Efq; of Craig, ruling elder ; from 
the prefbytery of Ellon^ Mr John Rofe at Udny, Mr 
Alexander Cock at Groiden, miniflers, Profeflbr Thomas 
Gordon, Aberdeen, ruling elder ^ from the prefbytery of 
Garioch, Mr William Davidfon at Inverury, Mr George 
Skeen Keith at Keith-hall, Mr Patrick Davidfon at Raynie, 
minifters, George Buchan-Hepburn of Smeaton, Efq; ru- 
ling elder; from the prefbytery of Deer, Mr John Lun- 
die at Loanmay, Mr George More at Peterhead, Mr 
James Greig at Pitfligp, miniflers, Mr John Taylor, wri-* 
ter to the Signet, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of 
Fordyce^ Mr Andrew Skeen at Ban£f, Mr Robert Grant 
at CuUen, miniflers, Mr John Robertfon, writer, Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder ; from the burgh of GuUen, Mr John 
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lluflel,j»/wor, writer to the Sigiiet; from the prefkytcry' 
of Strathbogie, Mr John Coopar at Glafe, Mr Alexander 
Angu« at Bortriphnie, miniiters, Mr Baron Gordon, ruling 
elder; from the prefbytery of Abemethy, Mr John 
Crant at SLirkmichad, Mr John Anderfon at Kinguificki^ 
niiniilers, Dr Gregory Grant, phyiician, Edinburgh, ruling 
elder J from the pre(bytery o( Elgin, Mr William Gor- 
don at Urquhait, Mr Witliam Prterkin at Elgin, mini^ 
fters^ Mr Thomas Gordon^ writer to the Signiet, ruling 
welder; from the prefbytery of Forres, Mr Alexander 
Cioutl at Edenktliy^ Mr John Hoyes at ILinlofs, minifters, 
Waiter Dunbar, E£c{% ruling elder j from the iiurgh of 
Torres, Mr Ludovick Grant, junior^ writer, Edinburgh ^ 
from t4ie prefbytery of Invernels, Mr Alexander Frafer at 
Kirkhill, Mr William Smith at Petty, miniflets, Robert 
Macintoih, Efq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the prelby- . 
tery of Chanonry^ Mr Alexander Wood of Ro(ehiarkie^ 
Mr Robert Arthur at Kirkmichael, minifters. Convener 
John Lindfay, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; fropi the prefby- 
tery of Tain, Mr John Urquhart at Fearn, Mr Alexander 
Nimmo at Edderton, minifters. Lord Ankerville, ruling 
^Ider ; from the preft)ytei*y of Dingwall, Mr Colin Mac- 
kenzie at Fodertie, Mr Daniel Rofe at Dingwall, mini- 
iters. Bailie William Galloway, merchant, Edinburgh, ru- 
ling eldef ; from the prefbytery of Sky, Mr Martin Mac- 
pherfon at.Sleat, Mr Donald Mackinnon at Strath, mini* 
fters, Lord Macdonald, ruling elder ; from th^ prefbytery 
of Lewis, Mr Alexanoer Mackay at Barvas, Mr Hugh 
Munro at Uig, minifters, William Robertfon, Efq; Pro- 
curator for the Church, ruling elder ; from the prefby- 
tery of Lochcarron, Mr John Mac<|ueen at Applecrofs, Mr 
Colin Maciver at^ Glenelg, miniflers, William Macleod- 
Bannatyne, Elq-; advocate, ruling ekier ; from the prefby- 
tery of Dornoch^ Mr ^neas Macleod at Rogart, Mr Wal- 
ter Rofs at Clyne^ .minifters, -Profeflbr Hugh Macleod^ 
|"uling elder ; from the prefbytery of Caithnefs, Mr I>a- 
vid Mackay at Reay^ Mr Patrick Nicholfon at Thurfo, 
miniflers, BaiHe Daniel Miller, Canongate, ruling dder ; 
from the burgh of Wick, John Campbell Sutherland of 
Forfs, Efq; from the pre&ytery of Kirkwall, Mr John 
Scollay at St Andrew*s, Mr George Barry at KUrkwall, 
miniflers. Bailie James Tarry, merchant, Edinburgh', ru- 
ling elder ; from the burgh of Kirkwall, Mr Malcolm 
Laing, advocate ; from the prefbytery of Cairflon, Mr 
Francis Liddle at Orphir, Mr John Falconer at Strom- 
jEieffii^ miniflers^ Mr George Hume, baker^ Edioburgh, ru- 
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ling elder 5 from the prefbytery of Zetland^ Mr William . 
IVlitcheil at Ting^^rall, Mr Patrick Barclay at Standfting, 
minifters, Profcflbr Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh^ ruling 
elder > from the |)re£bytery of Edinburgh, Mr Henry 
Lundie, Edinburgh, Mr John Chifley at Corftorphin, Dr 
William Gloag, Edinburgh, Dr John Walker at Colling* 
ton, Dr John Macfarlane, Canongate, Mr Thomas Ran* 
dal, Edinburgh, minifters, Lord Henderland, Mr Arthi- 
hald Macdowall, Mr Thomas Trotter, ruling elders 5 
from the city of Edinburgh, the Right Honourable John 
Grieve, Lord. Provoft, Convener Robert De war; from the 
Univerfity of Edinburgh, the Reverend Mr James Fin- 
iayfon, Profeflbr of Logic ; from the prefbytery of Lin- 
lithgow, Mr James Lindiay at Kirkliilon, Mr Patrick 
Bailie at Borrowftounnefs, Mr Robert Wifhart at Living- 
fton, Mr William Gibb at Uphall, rainifters. Sir William 
Auguftus Cunningham, the Honourable Captain Sandi* 
lands, ruling elders ; from the ,burgh of Linlithgow, Pro- 
voft Itobert Clark j from the burgh of Queen sferry, 
Captain James Taylor ; from the prefbytery of Biggar^ 
Mr John Gordon at Dolphin'gtoA, Mr William Porteus 
at Kilbucko, Mr William Strachaa at Coulter, minifters, 
Mr John Brown, ichoolmafter at Libberton, ruling elder s 
from the prefbytery of Peebles, Dr William Dalglielh at 
Peebles, Mr Robert Scott at Inverlethen, minifters, thfc 
Right Honourable Lord Chief Baron, ruling elder ; from 
the burgh of Peebles, Andrew Hamilton of Spittlehaugb, 
Elq; from the preft)ytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander Car^ 
lyle at Invereflc, Mr John Paton at Laftwade, Mr Jame« 
Brown at Newbattle, minifters, Mr Solicitor*geaeral» ro* 
ling elder ; from the prefbytery of Haddington, Mr John 
Hamilton at Bohon, Mr Francis Cowan at Gladfmuir, Mr 
Patrick Carfrae at Morham, minifters, the Right Honour** 
ab4e liie Earl of Hyndford, ruling elder ; from the burgh 
of Haddington, Mr Thomas Howden, tenani: in Ugfton i 
from the burgh of Northbervrick, Hugh Dalrymple, E£q; 
younger of Northberwick ; from the prefliy tery of Dun- 
bar, Mr Daniel Macqueen at Preftonkirk, Mr John Coch* 
ran at Oldhamftocks, minifters, James Wiikie, Eiq; of 
Kilkerfton, ruling elder ; from the bufgh of Dunbar, 
Francis Kinloch, E(q; younger of Gilmerton ; from the 
prefbytery of Dunfe, Mr William Simpfon at Grreenlaw, 
Mr John Tod at Fogo, miniftiers, Matthew Sandilands of 
Coufton, E(q; ruling elder; from the prefl^ytery of 
Churnfide, Dr Walter Anderfon at Churnfide, Dr David . 
Young at Foulden, minifters, John Stewart, Efq; younger 
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of Allanbink, ruling elder j from the prefbytery of KeU 
fo, Mr Andrew Ogilvie at Linton, Mr Robert Turnbull 
at Sproufton, minifters, the Right Honourable Henry 
Dundas, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Jedburgh, 
Mr Thomas Elliot at Cavers, Mr James Rutherford at 
Hownam^ Dr William Bum at Minto, minifters, Robert 
Dundas, Efqj his Majefty's Solicitor-general^ ruling elder ; 
from the prefbytery of Lawder, Mr Joha Martin at Mer- 
ton, Mr William Shiell at Weftrutheir, minifters, the 
Right Honourable Earl of Lauderdale, ruling elder; &om 
the prefbytery of Selkirk, Mr Robert Douglas at Gala- 
fhiels, Mr Thomas Robertfon at Selkirk, minifters, Wil- 
liam Elliot younger of Borthwick-brae^ Efq; advocate, 
ruKng elder ; from the burgh of Selkirk, Mr Richard 
Tod, merchant, Leith ; from the prefbytery of Lang- 
holm, Mr John Ruilel at Canonbie, Mr John Lawrie at 
Efkdalemuir, minifiers, Mr James Saunders, writer to 
the Signet, ruling elder j from the prefbytery of Loch- 
maben, Mr DaVid Donaldfon at Wamphry, Mr David 
Dickfon at St Mungo, Dr Patrick Nifbet at Hutton^ mini- 
fters, Mr Francis Armftrong, merchant, Edinburgh^ ra-* 
ling elder ^ from the burgh of Lochmaben, Mr Archi- 
bald Douglas, writer, Edinburgh ; from the prefbytery 
of Penpont, Mr William Kydon at Penpont^ Mr John 
Mackill at Durifdeer, minifters, Mr Robert Gibfon in 
Caricknow, ruling elder; from the prefbytery of Dumfries^ 
Mr George Duncan at Lochrutten, Mr William Wright at 
Newably, Mr William Burafide at Dumfries, minifters, 
Mr Robert Jackfbn, printer, Dumfries, ruling elder ; from 
the prefbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr Robert Mutter at 
Kircudbright, Mr John Johnfton at Crofsmichael, Mr 
George Maxwell at Buitle, minifters, Mr John Macmia 
in Crofts, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Wigton^ 
Dr William Boyd at Penningham, Mr Andrew Donnan at 
Wigton, minifters, Mr George Donnan, preacher of the 
gofpel, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Whithorn, John 
Bufhby, Efq; SherifF-clerk of Dumfries ; from the prefby-- 
tery of Stranraer, Mr John Coulter at Stranraer, Mr Rohm 
Callendar atKirkmaiden, minifters, the Honourable Patrick 
Maitland of Freugh, ruling, elder ; from the prefbytery of 
Ayr, Dr William Dalrymple at Ayr, Mr John Shephard at 
Muirkirk, Mr Stephen Young at Bar, Mr David Grant at 
Ochiltree, Mr William Peebles at, Newton upon Ayr, mini- 
fters, John Hamilton of Bargeny, Efq; ruling elder ; from 
the burgh of Ayr, George Ferguflbn, £fq; advocate 3 from 
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the.prefbytery of Irvine, Mr Arthur Auchterfon at KJlbride, 
Mr James Mackiiilay at Kilmarnoch^ Dr James Woodrow' 
arStevenfon, minifters, the Honourable Mr Patrick ^oyle, 
ruling elder ; from the burgh of Irvine, Mr Alexander Mac- 
millan, one of the prefent Bailies of Irvine ; from the pref- 
l)ytery of Paifley, Dr John Snodgrafs at Paifley, Mr Tho- 
mas Burns at Inchinnan, Mr Allan Macaulay at Old Parifh 
x>f Greenock, Mr John Maccaig at Eaftwood^ minifters^ 
Mr John Haddoway. merchant, Leith, Mr William Patti- 
fon, merchant, Paifley,. ruling elders ; from the prelbytery 
of Hamilton, Mr Archibald Bruce at Shotts, Mr Hugh 
"Mitchell at Glafsford, Mr John Lockhart at Cambuihe- 
then, minifters, John Hamilton of Weftburn, ruling el- 
der ; from the preibytery of Lanark, Mr Jofeph Crichton 
,at Carftairs, Mr James Scott at Carluke, minifters, Mr 
George Scott, fchoolmafter at Carnwath, ruling elder ^ 
from the burgh of Lanark, Alexander Wight, Efq; advo- 
cate,; from the prefl)ytery pf Glalgow;, Dr William Tay- 
lor, Glafgow, Mr William Stewart at Cumbernauld, Mr 
James French at Carmunnock, Mr William Dun at Kirk- 
intuUoch, minifters, Mr John Fergufon, merchant, Glat 
gow, Mr John Tenant, brewer there, ruling elders ; from 
the Univerfity of Glafgow, Dr Archibald Davidfon, Prin- 
cipal of Glafgow College ; from the prefljytery of Dumbar- 
ton, Mr James Couper atBadernock, Mr Alexander Macau- 
lay at Strathblane, Mr Gavin Gibb at Fintry,ininifters, Hay 
Campbell, Efq; his Majefty's Advocate, ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Dumbarton, Sir James Colquhoun of Lu(^ 
Baronet ; from the preibytery of Denoon, Mr John Mac- 
innon at Kilmodan^ Mr Alexander Macfarlane at Kilfi- 
nan, itiiniilers, John Lament of LamoQt,£fq; ruling elders ^ 
from the preibytery of Kintyre, Mr Robert Thomfbn at 
Killean, Mr Dougal Macdpugall at Gigha, Mr Alexander 
Stewart at Jura' and Colonfay, minifters, Mr James Hume^ 
writer to the Signet, ruling elder ; from the burgh of 
Campl)eltown, William Campbell of Fairfield, Efq; from 
the burgh of Inverary, Dr James Williamlbo, profdibr of 
mathematics in the Univerfity of Glafgow; from the pret 
bytery of Lorn, Mr Jofeph Macinty re at Glenorchy, Mr Do- 
nald Macriicol atLifinore, minifters. Colonel Robert Camp- 
tell of Monzie, ruling elder ; from the preibytery of Mull, 
Mr Patrick Macarthur at Torofay, Mr Diigald Campbell 
at Rofs, minifters,. Allan Macdougall of Galanach, Efq; 
. ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Dunkeld, Mr Tho- 
mas Fleming at Kennjore, Mr Charles Machardie at Kirk- 
jnichael^ Mr Alexander Stewart at Moulin^ Mr George 
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Balrd at Dunkeld, miuiftcrs, Thomas Elder^ Efq; win6 mcr- 
chanty Edinburgh, David Stewart^'Efq^ banker, Edinburgh, 
ruling elders ; from the prefby tery of Perth, Mr Harry 
Inglis at Fortivipt, Mr John Dow at Methven, Mr John 
Inglis at Tippermuir, Mr James Scott at Perth, minifters, 
Mr Alexander Bonar, banker, Edinburgh, John Dickfon^ 
Efq; advocate, ruling elders ; from the prefby tery of Stir- 
ling, Mr Robert Ure at Airth, Mr George Harvey at 
Larbert, minifters, John Erfkine, Efq; advocate, ruling 
'elder 5 from the prefbytery of Auchterarder, Mr John 
Wright at Trinitv-Gafk, Mr Colin Baxter at Monivaird, 
Mr Andrew Gibfon at Muckart, minifters, the Honour- 
able Henry Erikine, Efq; ruling elder J from the prefby- 
tery of Dumblane, Mr James Robertfon at Callendar, Mr 
John Campbell at Kippan, minifters, Mr Patrick Caldwell 
at Norifton, ruling elder. And the General Aflcmbly 
added thereto, Dr Hugh Blair, one of the minifters of 
, Edinburgh, in place of the Moderator, and alfo added Mr 
Thomas Smith at Gumbertrees, Mr John Craig at Ruthwell, 
minifters. Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, Baronet, from 
the prefbytery of Annan, whofe commiflion through fbme 
accident had not been produced, to be CommifEoners 
of this General Aflembly, to the efFed after men- 
tioned ; with power to the faid Commiflioners, or 
their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any thir^ 
ty-one of the faid Commiftionersf, whereof twenty -one 
are always to be minifters, to meet and convene with^ 
in the Afleihbly-houfe at Edinburgh, the firft day after the « 
diftblutioQ of this Ailembly, at ten of the clock in the 
forenoon ; and thereafter, thci fecond Wedncfday of Au- 
^uft^ third Wcdnefday of November, and the firft Wed- 
nefday of March next to come, aqd oftener, when and 
where they fhall think fit and convenient, with power to 
the faid GommiffiojQers to chufe their own Moderator : 
And likewife, the General Ailembly fully empowers their 
faid Commiflioners, or their quorum above mentioned, 
to bognofcc and finally determine, as they fhall fee caufe, 
in every matter referred, or that fhall be referred to 
them, by an ad; or order of this Ailembly ; and to do 
every thing contained in, and conform to the inftruc- 
tions given, or to be given by this Aflembly ; aqd to ad- 
vert to the intcreft of the Church on every occafion, 
that the Church, and prefent eftabliftiment thereof, do 
not iuffer or fuftain any prejudice which they can pre- 
vent, as they will be anfwerable : Provided always, that 
this general claufe be not extended to particular aftairs 
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ior procefles before Synods or Prefbyteries, that are not 
of-univerfal concern to, or influence upon the whole 
Church. And it is hereby appointed, that no private 
procefles be determined, except at the four fl:ated diets ; 
and what fhall be determined at one diet of the Commif- 
lion, with relation to private- caufes, fhall be unalterable 
by any other diet thereof, and ftiall ,ftand and continue 
in force till difapproved of by the General Afl^embly. 
And the Aflcmbly renews the inftruftions given by the 
General Aflembly in the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventeen to their Commiflion, and appoints 
the fame to fland in full force as inftrudions to the Com- 
miflioner? before named, and to be obferved bj them in 
all points, as if the fame were fpecially here infert ; and 
that they enquire into the publifliing and fpreading of 
books and pamphlets, tending towards the promoting of 
opinions of whatever kind, inconfiftent with our Cmi- 
feffion of Faith ; and that the recommenders of fuch books 
or pamphlets, or the errors therein contained, whether 
by word, writ, or print, be called before the faid Com- 
miflion, to anfwer for the fame. And further, the faid 
Commiflion is hereby empowered to receive any referen- 
ces and appeals that fliall be made to them from Synods, 
\vL matters of dodrine, and. ripen fuch aflTairs for the next 
General A^embly ; and to contribute what they can to 
the fuppreffing of vice and immorality, and give all need- 
ful advice and afllftance to Synod^s and Prefl)yteries, upon 
applicatioxi to them for that end : Likewife, to take care 
that the impreflions of the Holy Scriptures^ the ConfeJJion 
of Faith^ and Catecbifms^ and fuch books as are authorifed 
by this Church, relating to the dodrine, worihip, difci- 
piine and government thereof, be corredt ; and give di- 
redions about printing the fame. And the Commiflion- 
ers are appointed and empowered to keep a correfpon- 
dence with the Committee for Reformation of the High*- 
lands and Iflands, for fupprefllng Popery and fuperflition, 
and for promoting the knowledge of true religion, and 
carrying on a reformation in thefe parts, and give aflifl:* 
ance and concurrence therein ; and, if need be, to ap- 
ply to the Govfirnmeht for a proper remedy and fpeedy 
redrefs. And the faid Commiflloners are hereby ftridly 
prohibited and difcharged to meddle in any other mat« 
ters than what are committed and referred to them as 
above mentioned : And, in all their adings, they are, to 
proceed according to the ads and conftitution of this ' 
Churchy and to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the 
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prejudice of the frme; dedarmg, tbaty Isl and fer aU 
their a(9:ings^ they {hall Be accountable to^ and oenfurable 
by the next General A&mbly^ aa tfaey ihall fee caufe^ 
And the General Ailembly appoints the (aid CommiifioQ* 
ers particularly to obferve the ads of the General Aflem* 
blies one thoufand {even hundred and twelve, and one 
thoufand ieven hundred and nineteen^ relpeding the ap* 
plication of the public money ; which two a<St$ are print- 
ed aihong the Ads of Aflembly one thoufand feveu hun- 
dred and iixty*one. And this GomniifEon is to continue 
and endure until another CommiiHon be appointed ; and 
members are required to attend the diets of the (aid 
Gommifiion ; and abfents therefrom aire ordered to be no- 
ticed, according to the 17th Ad of the General Aflembly 
held in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fix. 
And for the better fecuring of a quorum, and attendaiu:e 
of members on .the Commifllon, the General Aflembly 
prohibits the Preflbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Pret 
bytery within twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of 
the days or weeks appointed for the meetingH>f thi&Com* 
miflion ; and fuch of the members of thefe Pre/byteries 
as are on the Commiflion^ are required, all of tl^m to 
give attendance on the diets thereof; and the Preibyte* 
riesj at a greater diftance, who have four or more menn 
faers on the Commiflion, are to take care, that at lead two 
of them attend each diet of the fame : And the General 
Aflembly appoint their Commiffion, at their firft meetings 
to difcu& as many of the caufes and queftions relative to 
the fettlement of vacant churches, which are or fliall be 
referred to them by the Aflembly, as tfaey can overtake. 
And it is further provided, that when any Preflbytery or 
Synod of this Church fliall decline to comply with the 
ientence of the Commifllon^ or to give the fame a full ex« 
mention, in that cafe the Commifllon is hereby prohibited 
to execute the fame, by appointing any iiich corre{pon«> 
dent meeting, as has been fome time the pradice^ but fliall 
allow the fame to lie over to the enfbing Afllembly^ to 
which fuch Prefl>yteries or SytHiids ^fluill be an(weraUe 
for luch their condud, and are hereby appointed to fend 
up with their Gommiflioners their reaibns for the (ame« 
And that in paffing their fentences, and in ordering the 
execution of the fame, they ftridly obferve the xatk Ad ^ 
of the Aflembly one thoufiind feven hundred Mod thifiy« 
fix. 
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Interim AS and Qvcrtuire concerning 
ordained Affiilants, retranfinitted and 
rc^enafteS. 



Edinburgh^ May 2^. 1784. 

THE General Aflembly. haying confidered the repott 
of their Gammkcte>. appointed ta tdke undbr their 
conii4eration the reference from the Synod of Glaigovr 
and Ayr, concerning ordained affiftants.) are of opinion. 
That both the M inifter of the parifh, and his ocduned 
afliftant and fucceflbr, ought to be conftituent members 
of the Kirk-fefCoa 5 that in the Prefby tery and Synod, 
either of them vha is prefent, may deliberate and vote ; 
that if both are prefent, thefe privileges belong^ to i^e 
Minifter of the pari(b only \ ajid that either of them is 
capable of being eleded a member of the General Ai^ 
jembly, but not. both of them in one jea^r. And agre^ 
to enad the (kme as, an Interim Ac^^ and to traitfmit tt 
as an Overture for the confideration of Prefbyteries. 



vir. 

Overture rdpedkig the Ordination of 
Elders. 

WHERElASy great, uregularuies, bare cre{»c bto ibe 
GhuEch« with r^fpe^ to^tAie ortjiaationof Eldeti^ 
the Qeoeral Membljp (Nrenmiesy That k b«. eoai^exl^ 
That no MioUler (hould (et apact any pCRfoa to tbe qu 
fice of Elder in hia. congregatioB,^ wbQi bas, not a fixed. Mp 
iidence in the parifli, or wba i& not an befitor io'the par 
nib ', it being tbe true meaning and intent of this Over- 
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tyre, to prevent Elders being ordained in cotigregations 
who are in nowife connected with them : And it being 
underflood, that any city or town^ where there are more 
congregations than one, (hall be held as one parifh, fo far 
as refpc^ die purpofe of 'this Overture. 



♦"^▼▼V W W W W W Wt 

Vffl. 

Overture anent Certificates of the Ordi- 
nation of .Elders to the General Aflem- 
bly. 

Edtnburgb^ May 26. 1787, 
T^HAT before any Preftytery atteft the commiflion 
A of a perfon to reprefent them, or any burgh ^with- 
in their bounds, for the firft time, as an Elder in the Na- 
tional A0embly of this Church, there be laid before 
them ^ declaration^ or attjsflation, by fome Minifler of 
this Church, of liis ^h^^l^S ^^^ ordained an Elder. 



Overture re(J3eding the Licenfing of 
Probationers. 

EJinhrgbt May 26. 1787. 

THE (General Aflembly having taken under their fe- 
. riou's confideration, the great danger to which the 
interefts of reUgion'and of this Church may be expbfbd, 
by licenfing. any to preach the gpfpel, who are not duly 
qualified for that important truft, do hereby ena<5t, and 
ordain, that, in all time coming, the. following regula- 
tions ihall be ftri^ly obferred : 

I. It 
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I. It is hereby ena£fced, That no Student ftiall be enter- 
ed upon the roll of any Profeflbr of Divinity, unlefs he 
ihall produce to the faid Profeflbr, a Certificate from the 
miniiler. of the pariih in which he has his ufual refi- 
dence ; or in his abfence, or during a vacancy in faid pa* 
rifhy from fome neighbouring minifter, bearing, that his 
charad:er is fuitable to his views ; together with a dlplo* 
ma of Mafter of Arts, or Certificates from the feveral 
Profeflbrs of Philo£bphy, under whom he hath ftudied ; 
from which it may be clearly afcertained, that, in fome 
Univerfity, or Univerfities, he hath gone through a full 
oourfe of Philofbphy, in fome feilions of College prece« 
ding that in which the Certificates are produced. 

II. To afiTord the* better fecurity for the regular and 
exemplary condud of Students in Divinity, it is hereby 
enaded. That upon the conclufion of that feflion in 
which they were firft inrolled by the Profeflbr, they ihall, 
fome time within fix kalendar months thereafter, inti* 
mate to the Prefbyteries, in whoie bounds they have 
their refpedive places of refidence, that they have com- 
menced Students in Divinity ; and that, if any Student 
has occafion to remove from the bounds of one Prefby- 
tery to thofe of another, he fliall, within fix kalendar 
months after faid removal, intimate the fame to the Pref- 
bytery in whofe bounds he is to have his new refidence, 
and produce to them a Certificate of his charader from 
that Prefbytery with whon;i he was lafl conneded ; or at 
leaft a certificate of his moral charader from the mini* 
fier of the pariih in which he refided. And it is farther 
enaded, that the feveral Prefl)yteries of this Churchy 
fliall keep exad lifts of fuch Students of Divinity, as re« 
fide within their bounds, and watch over the condud of 
the faid Students. 

III. The General Aflfembly do likewife hereby ordain. 
That all Students who have been inrolled by Profeflbrs of 
Divinity, in the manner prefcribed by this ad, fliall con* 
tinue to profecute the ftudy of Divinity, for the term of 
fix years : Provided always. That if any Student hath gi- 
ven regular attendance in the Divinity Hall, during three 
feflions, his courfe fliall be confidered as completed in 
four feflions ; and that if he hath given regular atten- 
dance in the Hall during two feflions, his courfe fliall be 
confidered as completed in five feflions. And the Aflem« 
bly do farther ordain, that, in each of thefe cafes, Stu- 
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dents (hail be inrolled by the Profeflbrs during the (eve- 
ral (fifSons of their reipedtTe courfes, and delrvoer in 
the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein afterwards pro** 
videdy an Bxegefis in Latin, on feme controverted head 
in Divinity, a Homity m English, an ^Exercife and Addi- 
tion, a Ledlure on fooie large portion of •'Scripture, and a 
Popular Sermon, together with (iich other Exerciies, as 
the Profeflbrs ihall think proper to prefcribe. It is like- 
wife hereby enaded, that, in each of theie xeipedive 
cafes, the cot^rfe fhall be computed from the commence- 
ment of that feffion in which the Student was brigins^lly 
inrolled ; and that if a Student be propofed to any 
Frefbytery for trials, during the currency of his fourth, 
fifth, or fixth feiGon, according to the fpecial t^ature of 
his cafe, that fefOon 0iall be fuflained as otte of his 
.courfe. 

IV. ProfeiTors of Divinity are required to attend, as 
much as circumflances may permit, to the condud of 
fuch Students as are under their care» and, as far as they 
find it pradticable, to infiil. That every Student (hall de« 
liver his ^ft difcourfe fome time during his fecood feffi- 
on, at the 4ateft, and the remainder of his cKfiDourfea a« 
fuch periods as may enable him to deliver the whole of 
them before the end of January of the laft feffion c^ his 
^ourfe. 

V. When a Student is fo be fnropofed to any Preiby tery^ 
in Mder to be taken upon trials, the Frelbytery ihall bo 
,^Ione, and the motioft f^r that porpofb (halt Ke upon the 
^able till their nest ordinary meeting; In the mean 
tiride, the Preflyyteiy- (hall a|>potnt the member by whom 
the Student has been propc^ed, to lay be^e the faid 
meeting all the Certificates in favour of the Student, that 
are ufually required on fuch occafions ; to defire him to 
attend the fame, and to inform him, that previouily to 
•the meeting. Ho ought to wait on fuch members of the 
Piefbyitery, as have not formerly had a» oppcnrtunity of 
4:onverfing with him in private^ 

« 
VL When the t^me appointed f<M eonfidering the 
motion is arrived, the Prefbytery ftiall ftrkJrly obferve 
the following regulations : 

ifij The 1^re(bytery fhatt be alone, while tliey are em- 
ployed in diicufHng the feveral prelnninades re(pe6lfin|^ 
Ikud^ita who are propofed for trials. 
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»/, They fliaH require (ktUfymg evidence^ that every 
Student who is propofed fbr that purpofe, has completed 
^ the twcnty-firft year of his age. ^ 

3^/, No Student fhall be admitted to trials, unleis he 
produces to the Prefbytery^ a Certificate, or Certificates, 
from the Profeflbr, or Profeflbrs of Dirinity, under 
inrhofe tuition he hath ftudjied, bearing, that he hath pro* 
jecuted his ftudies, and delivered his diicourfes in the 
manner prefcribed by this ad; and that his ccmdud^ as 
far as confiils with the knowledge of the faid Profeflbr, 
•or Profeflbrs, has been in levery reipc€k fiiitable to his 
▼iews in life. 

4/i&, No Preibytery IhaH receive any Student upon 
trials, unlefs they are fatisfied that he is of good report ; 
found in his principles ; pious, ibber, grave, and prudent 
in his behaviour, of a peaceable difpofition, and well af- 
feded to the happy eftabliftiment in this kingdom, both 
in Church and State. And, that the Prefbytcry may 
proceed witTi all due caution, in a matter of fuch pecu« 
liar importance, they fhall not agree to the motion in be* 
lialf of the Student, unlefs. he ftall either .have refided 
fix kalendar months within their bounds, immediately 
previous to the date of their deliberations, or fhall pro- 
duce a Certificate of his being qualified, as is herein pro-* 
Tided, from the Prefbytery in whofe bounds he hath had 
his ufuaLrefidence.for that period. 

5/J, The Prefbytery fhall not agi^ee to the, motion in 
favour of the Student, unlefs they are fatisfied that he 
has made a competent degree of pro^ciency in thofe fc- 
Tcral branches of knowledge, which are neceflary to en- 
able him to be an ufeful Preacher of the Gofpel. And the 
-General Aflembly ordain, that the Prefbytery, in order 
to procure full information in this vefpedl, fhall examine 
the Student, fbidlly and privately, on his knowledge. of 
the Greek and Latin languages, and of Philofopby and 
Theqlogy. 

6/i&, If, after thefe preliminary fleps have been taken, 
the Prefbytery fhall be of opinion, that the Student is 
duly qualified in thcfe fcveral particulars, they fhall re- 
cord this opinion in their minutes, and order their clerk 
to write tetters' to the fcveral Prefbyteries within the 
hounds of the Provincial Synod, informing them of the 
Prefbytery *s intention to take the Student upon public 
trials ; and bearing, that the feveral certificates in his fa- 
vour, which are reqtured by this ad, have been regular- 
ly laid beforj^ them. But it is hereby provided. That 

within 



Digitized by 



Google 



i8 tbeA&s of the 

within the bounds of fuch Synod$ as meet only once a* 
year, a Student may be entitled to have thefe circular 
letters written half a-year fooner than would be otherwife 
competent. 

VIL The General Aflembly d6 likewife appoint Pres- 
byteries to obiferve the feveral regulations which are pre- 
fcribed in the immediately preceding fedion of this a&, 
before they recommend a Student as qualified to be taken 
upon public trials by any other Prelbytery. 

VIIL If a Student hath ftudiedy* either in whole or in 
part, in Uniyerfities which are not within the bounds of 
this Church, he ihall, when he is propofed to any Prelby- 
tery fof trials, be required to produce fatisfying teftimo- 
nials from the Profeflbrs of Divinity in faid Univerfities ; 
and the time which thefe Profeflbrs (hall certify to have 
been employed by him in ftudying Divinity under their 
tuition, (hall be computed in the fame manner as if he 
had profecuted his iludies in any of the Univerfities with« 
in the bounds of this Church. But it is hereby provided^ 
That no Student, in (uch circumftances, fliaU be admit- 
ted, even to thofe private trials which are appointed to be 
taken before the writing of the circular letters, fooner 
than fix kalendar months after his arrival in Scotland. 

IX. The General Aflembly ordain, That if a Prefby- 
ti^ry propofe to take a Student upon public trials, and 
have, with that view, written the circular letters, as is 
herein required^ public intimation thereof ihall be made 
at fome diet of the next meeting of the Provincial Synod, 
which ihall not be the laft diet thereof And it is like- 
wife hereby ordained. That at fome fubfequent diet of 
the Synod, particular enquiry (hall be made, whether 
any of the members of the Court has any objedion to 
ofier againft the Student being entered upon public trials* 

X. If the Synod (hall allow the Student to be tak«n 
upon public trials, the Prelbytery ihall proceed therein 
with all convenient fpeed ; and the Ailembly appoint the 
following trials to be taken of the Student, and in the 
order herein mentioned : ifi^ Catechetic trials on Divini- 
ty, Chronology and Church Hiftory ; a^/, A trial on the 
Hebrew and Greek languages ; 3^/, An Exegefis in Latin, 
on fome controverted head in Divinity, with the defence 
of the Thefis; ^b^ A Homily in £ngUih > 5/^^ An £x- 
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efbife and Addidon ; 6tbf A Leisure on iibme large por- 
tion of Scripture ; 'jtbf A popular Serinon ; it being un- 
^erfiood, that if the Frefbytery iee t^wxC^j they may exa- 
mine die Student upon the ilibjed of thefe leveral di£^ 
courfes. 

XI. The Student having gone through the feveral trials, 
which are mentioned in the immediately preceding fec-^ 
tion of this aft, the Prdbytery are ordained to proceed 
in the following order : 

ifty They Aall deliberately and ferioufly take a con- 
}und view of the whole trials ; and if they fhall be of opi- 
nion, that the Student is not properly qualified to per- 
form the duties incumbent on a Preacher of the Gofpel, 
they ihall by^no means grant him a licence in his prefent 
circumAances. 

ai/, If upon this review of the trials, the Prefbytery 
are ^Uy fatisfied therewith, they ihall record this opi- 
nion in their minutes. 

3^, The Prelbytery Ihall then propofe to the Student 
the queflions which are appointed to be put to all who 
pafs trials, by A€l lo. Auemb. 171 1, and require him to 
iubfcribe Ae Formula, which is prefcribed by the laid 
aft* And the General Aflembly ftridly prohibit all Pret 
by teries from liccnfing any Student to preach the Gofpel, 
who ihall not give explicit and fatisfying anfwers to thefe 
queftions, and fubicribe the faid Formula, 

4/i&, The Prelbytery ihall order the aiSk 
againft Simoniacal pra6:ices, to be read to the Student in 
their prefence. 

Lqftly^ The Pre£bytery ihall appoint their Moderator to 
licence the Student to preach the Gofpel, and order their 
Clerk to furniih him with an extrai^ of his licence, agree- 
able to the form thereof, which is prefcribed by the laws 
of this Church. 

XII. For the better obfervance of this Ad:, the Gene- 
ral AfTembly ordain, ift^ That it ihall be printed among 
their other printed ads ; 2^, That it ihall be printed by 
itfelf, in fome convenient form ; 3^, That a copy of this 
ieparate edition ihall be tranfmitted to each ProfeiTor of 
Divinity in the Uhiveriities of Scotland; and that the 
(aid Profeilbrs ihall read the fame in their refpedive halls, 
once at leaft during every feiCon, and at fuch times as 
they have reafcn to expedt the attendance of the greateil 
number of Students for that feflion^ 4/i&, That a copy 

H of 
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of thelkme^dkion dluU likewift be tmnfioiitted to liw 
. Clerks of each ^aod and frefbytexj witbio the bounds 
wof this C&urch ; and that the &id Qerks (hall keep the 
i&ine along with their miniitet^ and bring it 4ijp to each 
meeting of ^heir refpe^live Courts, for the ute dT the 
smembers ; and, l^fyf Th9t vrhen' any Prelbytery {hall 
£ive a Probationer an ettra^ of hss licence, they fliall 
wbjodn to the form, which is already requifite on that 
^occafion, the foUowing words : ^ And the Preibytery do 
^* hereby certify. That, in granting this licence, die Ad: 
*^ of Aflembly leipediiig thelioen^iiig of Pro* 

^ baticnerf^ has been iftn^ly obienred^^ 



ASt sippoiodng fbe Diet of the next 
General Affembly« 

^^H£ next General Aflembly of dils Kational Chnrdi 
I is appdiited to be held within the New Church Ayle 
of Edinburgh, on ThurTdaj the a 2d day of May, in the 
jjearj788. 

JpdUaai md fittr^aed fr<m the Records cf ibc CtftertA 
AJfmbUft by 

. JOHN BRYSiDA]^ 0, EU ^Sfot. 
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ABRIDGMENT 



OF THE 



Actings apd Proceedings of the General Afiembly 
of the Church of Scotland, held in the year 1787, 
which are not printed at full length. 



May 17, 1787. SeJ. ift. 

AFtbr fennon by the Reverend Dr Duncan Shaw, onc 
of the minifters of Aberdeen, Moderator of the laft 
General Aflembly, the Minifters and Ruling Elders con- 
yened in the ' Aflembly-houfe, in the ufual manner; 

5nd, after prayer by the fatct'Dr Duncan Shaw, Mr 
Robert Li(lon,Minifter of Aberdour, being unanimoufly 

chofen Moderator, he, at thfl||^embly'a defire, took the 

chair. 
The General Aflembly being thus conftituted, the Ring's^ 

Commiffion to the Right Honourable David Earl of 

Leven, to reprefeht his Majefty's Royal Perfon, was read 

with all due honour and refpe^l, and ordered to be 

recorded. 
The King*8 moft gracio«u Letter to this Aflembly, was 

alfo read with all due honour and refpedt^ and ordered. 

to be recorded. 
His Majefty's Royal warrant for L. toco Sterling, was aUb 

delivered to the Aflemblyi and ordered to be recorded. 
The CommifEoner's fpeech at opening the Aflembly, and 

the Moderator's fpeech in return thereto. 
A Gommittee named for ilnfwmng the King^a mofl; gra- 
• cious Letter. 
A Committee named for reviling the cotomiflions to the 

members of this Aflembly, cenfuring abfents from the 
^ diets thereof, naming Miniilers to preach befi^H-e his 

Grace the King^s CommiBkmer, and receiving in lifts 

of Probationers in the ievcral Pre(bytaies» iat order 

to their being recorded. 
A Committee for overtures named. 
A Committee for biUs» rdcrencea aiotd i^peals named 
AcQcMunnaeoti 

I Maj 
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May iZ. 1787. Sef. 2d. 

Sederunt. • 

New commiffions produced. 

A diet fpent in prayer. 

The Committee for revifiiig commiffions appointed to meet 
this evening at feven o'clock. 

Mr William Mvlttzj junior^ writer in, Edinburgh, unani- 
moufly appointed affiftaiit-clerk to Dr John Dryfdale, 
principal clerk of the AfTembly, during all the diets 
thereof, and of the commiflioni on account of the Doc- 
tor's bad ftate of health. 

The adl 7. of Aflembly 17 18, for the better difpatch of 
the bufinefs of the Aflembly, read, and the obfervation 
thereof enjoined. 

Minifters named to preach before his Grace the King's 
Gommlflioner. 

The Committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet 
this evening at feven o'clock^ in their uAial places. 

Adjournment. 

Mijr 19. 1787. Sef. ^J. 

Sederunt. 

New commif&ons produced. 

^The report of the Committee for revifing commiffions ha- 
ving pafl^ the Committee for overtures, was called for, 
read, and coilfidered by the Aflembly. 

An objedVion to the fubftitution, in the commiflion from 
the Prefljytery of Jedburgh, becaufe it wanted the word 

^ eight, fuflained, and the commiflioner's name ordered 
to be expunged from the roll. 

The commiflion from the burgh of Lochmaben rejeAed, 
in refpeft the eledlion was not made forty days before 
the meeting of the Aflembly, and the commiflioner's 
name ordered to be expunged from the roll. 

The commiflion from the burgh of* Irvine rejeded for the 
fame reafon, and the commiflioner's name ordered to be 
expun|;ed from the roll. 

The draught of an anfwer to \hc King's moft gracious 
letter to this Aflembly, brought in, and approved, and 
his Grace the Commiflioner, at the Aflembly's requeft, 
undertook to tranfmit the fame to his Majefty. 

The roll of caufes tranfmitted by the Committee for bills, 
called for, produced, and read over. 

Refolve anent taking in caufes. 

The petition for the Prefl>ytery of Dunkeld read, and re- 
mitted to the conflderation of the Committee to be ap- 
pointed 
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pointed for coniideriQg the new applications for fharis 
of the public money, isfc. 

The report of the Committee appointed by laft General 
Affembly, for confidering the overtures anent licenfing 
Probationers, given in, and read ; remitted to the con-s 
^deration of a Committee, and to report to this At 
fembly. 

A Committee named to revife the regifter of the adlings 
and proceedings of the Commiilion of the late General 
AjQTembly, and to colledt any overtures made by the laft 
CommiiQion to this Generil Aflembly, ^c. 

A Committee named to revife the regifVer of the actings 
and proceedings of the Committee named by laft Aflem- 
bly, for managing the Royal Bounty, for the reforma- 
tion of the Highlands and Iflands. 

A Committee named to audit and revife the accounts of 
the Procurator and Agent for the Church, confider the 
ftate of the Church's public money,, and prepare over- 
tures about the fatne. 

The Committee for overtures appointed to meet this even- 
ing at feven o*clock, and empowered them to receive in 
from the feveral members, any inftruAions given to them 
by the refpedlive Synods or Prefbyteries, clafs the mat- 
ters therein contained, and prepare overtures thereon to 
the Aflembly ; and to receive in and confider, any ac- 
counts that fliall be given them of the ftate of the 
Church in the North Highlands ; particularly concerning 
the growth of Popery and fuperftition, and prepare 
overtures for preventing and fupprefling thereof. 

The Committee for bilk appointed to meet this evening. 

Adjournment. . 

May 21. ijSy. Sejf. ^b. 

Sederunt. 

New comniiflions produced. 

The tranfadions of the Committee at Glafgpw, appointed 
by a former Aflembly for management of the fund col- 
lected for the education of ftudents who underftand the 
Gaelic language, given in, and a Committee appointed 
to revife the fame, and to report to the Aflembly on 
Friday next. 

The report of the Committee for overtures called for, gi- 
ven in, and read. 

The overtures anent the fale of the right of patronage du- 
ring a vacancy, frdm the Synods of Lothian and Tweed- 
dale, Perth and Stirling, and Dumfries, were all read, 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



J B R IDG MENT. I7«7. 

and tHe confideration thereof agreed to be taken up <m 

Thurfday firft. 

The overtures anent the new form of proceft, from the 
Prefbytery of Brechin, Ayr, Dundee, Dumbarton, and 

' Auchterarder, and from the Synod of Perth and Stirling^ 
were likewife all read, and the confideration thereof a* 
greed to be taken up on Friday firft ; and likewiie the 
overtures from the Prefbytery of Perth anent com« 
plaints and appeals. 

The report of the Committee for bills called for, given in, 
and read, and all petitions relating to the public money 
referred to the Committee on the public accounts* 

A Committee named to revife the Synod-book of Fife* 

A Committee named to revife the Synod-book of Lothian 
and Tweeddale* 

None of the other Synods books brought up to this Aflfem* 
bly ; refolved, that the reafons thereof be enquired intp« 

A petition for the Synod of Aberdeen, anent the glebe of 
Strichen, read, and a Committee appointed to confider 
the fame, and to report* 

An appeal of Sir Adam Fergiiflbn of Kilkerran, Bart, and 
others, truflees of the dcceafed James Miliken, late of 
Miliken, Patron of the parifhofKilbarchan, and others, 
callers of Mr Patrick Maxwell, to be minifter of that 
parilh, from a (entence of the prefbytery of Faifley, 
the 25th day of April laft, delaying to proceed to the 
(ettlement : As alfo a petition and complaint for MeUrs 
JPiTalter Young, Robert Boog, John M'Caig, and others, 
complainers againfl the faid (entence, heard, and the 
fentence of the prefbytery Reverfedy the call to Mr 
Maxwell Suftained^ the prefbytery of Paifley ordained 
to meet on the 14th of June next at Paifley, in order 
to receive this fentence ; and in refpeA Mr Maxwell 
was an ordained Clergyman, and confequently no (e- 
cond trials neceflary, appointed the prefbytery, after 
having regularly feryed the edidt, to meet at Kilbar- 
4;han on the 5th day of July next, to admit Mr Max- 
well, miniflcr of Kilbarchan, according to the rules of 
the Church : And found, that the prefbytery of Paifley 
bad been guilty of a moft unjuftifiable delay, in not 
judging of the call to Mr Maxwell, which they ought 
to have fuftained. 

The Committee for overtures, and for revifing commif^ 
fiens, appointed tp n^eet this evening at eight o'clookr 

Adjournment. 

Majf 
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May 22* 1787. Sejf. 5tb\ 

Sederunt* 

New commiiBons produced, and openly read ; and the 
commiflions from the burghs of Bruntifland and Cupar 
rejefted, becaufe the eledlions ^ere not made 40 days 
previoiTs to die fitting of the Affembly, and ordained 
the Commiffioners names to be expunged frpm the 

rolL V 

A petition for Donald Macqueen, E{q; of Corryburgh, 

and others, heritors of the united parilhes of Moy and 
Dalaroffie ; William Gillivray of Garbel, and others, 
elders, and fixty-one heads of families, in the faid uni- 
ted parifhes, libellers of Mr James Macintolh, minifter 
of thefe united pariflies; as alfo a petition for the faid 
J^mes Madntofti, appealing from certain judgments of 
the Synod x}f Moray, heard: Mr Macintofh's appeals 
difmifl^d as frivolous ; die proof held to be concluded : 
Found, th?it the Synod qf Moray had, done wrong in 
paying To much regard to Mr Macintofli's appeals, as 
to ftop procedure ; and agreed, for the fake of^ expedit- 
ing juftice, to proceed dfreftly to confider the merits 
of the oiufe, and to call part;j[es to the bar, and to hear 
them thereon to-morrow ; anti th^ Ailembly a^eed to 
relblyc themfelves into a Comihittee of the whole 
houfe to hear the above caufe ; and likewii^^ if time, 
to hear the caufe of the parift of Dalton. 

The Oommittee on the public accounts, the Goinmittee 
for revifiog the Commtffion4>ook> and the Committee 
for reiafing the Royal bounty book, appointed to meet 
to-morrow, at tcp o'clpck. 

The Committee for bills appointed to meet to-morroyr at 
half paft ten, in its u6ial place. * 

Adjournment. 

May 2$. 1787* Sef 6tb. 
Sederunt^ 

New commiifions produced, openly read and fuflained, . 
The report of the Committee for bills called for, given in 

and read. ' 
A petition for Mr Hiomas Smith, minifter at Cumbertrees, 

read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
The Procurator and Agent's accounts, with the report of 

the Committee thereon produced, and ordered to lie 

on the table. 
The report of the Committee of the whole houfe, in the 

caufe at the inftance of the heritors^ elders, and heads of 

K families 
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families of the united parifhes of Moy an^ Dalaroflie, 
contra Mr James Macintofh, minifter of thefe parlfhes^ 
called for, given in, and read, bearing, That the fen*- 
tence of the Prefbytery of Invernefs, of the 4th of 
April 1787, ought to be reverfed, in refpcdt it is only' 
an adherem:e to a fentence of depofition pronounced 
on the rft day of March 1786, when the exculpatory 
proof allowed to Mr Macintoih, by the fentence of the 
General Aflembly of that year, had not been taken or 
judged of by the Prefbytery : That the/proof adduced 
hy the purfuers was fufHcient to eftablifh, that Mr James 
Macintofti had been guilty of the crime of fornication 
libelled againft him ; and that the exculpatory proof 
•adduced by him, did not exculpate him from the faid 
crime ; and therefore, that the General Aflembly 
ought to depofe him from the office of the holy mini- 
flry. The General Aflembly unanimoufly approved of 
the above report ; and, upon a motion, delayed pro- 
nouncing the fentence of depofition, and intimating 
the fame, till Monday next* 

The report of the Committee of the whole houfe, in the 
caufeatthe ijiflance of Robert Henderfon of Cleugh- 
heads, Efq; and others, heritors of the pafifli of Dal- 
ton, libellers of Dr William Bryden, minifler of that 
parifh, called for, given in and read, bearing, That the 
General Aflembly wave determining the feveral ap- 
peals, and take up the caufe on the reference from the 
prefbytery : Allow the profecutors, at any time before 
the 1 2th of November next, to adduce the following 
witneffes, vi%. John Fofler, Jean Moffat in Maryport, 
William Burn^ and Mary Dalzell in Carlifle, and 
George Millar, in fupport of the fads flated in their 
condefcendence, exhibited before the Prefbytery of 
Lochmaben : Appoint a Committee of Aflembly to 
jtftjae the faid proof, and alfo any exculpatory proof 
that may be offered for the defender, betwixt and the 
rath day of March next, and report the fame to the next 
Aflembly j and inflrud the Procurator to give the 
parties every legal and conflitutional aid in his power, 
towards procuring the attendance of the faid witneffes 
upon the Committee, to meet in this place at fuch 
times as Ihall be appointed by their convener, previous 
notice of 14 days being given to the parties or their 
doers. The General Aflembly unanimoufly approved 
of the above report, and made fome additions thereto. 

Adjournmeutt 

May 
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May 24. 1787. SeJ. ytb. 

Sederunt. 

The appeal of Mr Rattray at Dalrulzian, agreed to be 
taken up to-morfow. 

The overtures anent the fale of the right of patronage^ 
during^ a vacancy, confidered; the General Aflembly 
declare their high difapprobation of all Simon iacal 
practices ; and, as feveral Sjmods had expr'efled their 
fears, that the fale of a patronage in the time of a va- 
cancy, had a tendency to introduce fuch pradtices, 
appointed a ^ionimittee to revife the laws concerning 
Simony, and to report to the next Aflembly. 

The reference from the Synod of Angus and Mearns, 
anent irregular marriages, read and confidered, and 
unanimoufly remitted to the Procurator and Agent for 
the Church, to enquire into the circumAances of this , 
particular cafe, and to take fuch fteps as ihould appear 
to them Ticceflary, in order to bring the ^feflion-clerk 
of Edinburgh, or his depute to punifhment. 
' The Committee on the overture anent licenfing Proba- 
tioners, appointed to meet tormorrow at lo o'clock. 

The Committee on the queflion - anent the glebe of 
Strichen, appointed to meet this everring at 7 o'clock. 

The Committee for overtures, appointed to meet this 
evening at 7 o'clock. 

The Committee on Mr Frederick Maclaggan's cafe^ re- 
newed with the former powers. 

Adjournments 

May 25. 1787. Sef. Stb. 

Sederunt. 

The report of the Committee for overtures called for, 
given in and read, and the ^ new overtures tranfmitted 
anent the form of procefe, appointed to be confidered 
this day, along with the overtures already before the 
houie on that fubje6L 

The report of the Coinmittee on the overture anent li- 
cenfing Probationers, called for, given in and read, and 
ordered to lie on the table till to-morrow, and then to 
be confidered. 

Tlie report of the Committee, appointed by laft General 
V Aflembly on the overtures anent appeals, &fr. giveji in 
by the Convener of that Committee, read, and ordered 
to lie on the table till to-morrowi 

The Committee for managing the Enzie fund^ renewed 
with the former powers. 

The 
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The report of the Gomtnittee appointed to confider the 
reference from the Synod 6f Aberdeen, anent the g^ebe 
of Strichen, given in, tcad,;and appravcn of. 

The report of the Procurator upon the oivcrturc cranfixiit«- 
ted by laft Aflembiy, anent the new form of procefs, 
called for^andthc-Frocuratorheairdtheretipon ; and after 
Teafoning; upon the orertures from the feveral Synods 
and' Preft>yteries> in reiped it appeared from the Pix>- 
curator^fi report, that the majority of the Pnlby terioB 
of this Church had difapproved of the iaid oyerture, 
the General Afiembly difinifled the iaaae : But as k 
likewife appeared, from the ' reports, of Prefb^teries, 
that there was a general opinion prerailing among 
the members of this Church, that fiime alfierations 
were necefiai^ to be made on the prefent form of pro- 
cess ; the General Aiiembly^ therefore, unaaimouily 
appointed a Como^ittee to take this iubjed into confix 
deration, and to prepare amendment; upon the foitn 
of procefs, to be reported by them to nparj Ailembly ; . 
,and, that this Committee might be abk to under- 
ftand what the general fendments of the Chuick arc 
upon this matter, appoinMd the feioerai FceAjteries 
to fend up tlieir fentimeftts thereon, to the nx>cu- 
rator^ Convener of the CoiMoittee, od or bcfove the 
ift day of Odober next. 

An appeal of TItomas Rattray of Dalrulzkn, £% from a 
fentence of the Synod of Penh aad Stirlmg iHOAober 
laft, difinifGng a condeicendence eiven in. by liim, as 
totally irrelevant, heard, and the fentences of the Pret 
by tery of Dutikeld unanimoufly reverfed, in fp far as 
they difmifled the condefcendence as totally irreleranC :\ 
Fou^ the £sida dated in tiw condeCcendence irrelevant 
for eiseulpatioa^and remitted td the Prefbytery to pro- 
ceed in the proef of theie fads^ according to die rules 
of the Cburcb} , t»t found, that it waa contrary to the 
form of procefs, to examine Ifobd Oownie upon €iath. 

Adjournment. 

JMiiy 264 X7S7. Sef gth. 

Sederunt. 

For the better ioformatioQ of Prefbyteriea reipedmg the 
reiblntton of yefterday, anent the revifing of the form 
of judicial proc.eedings of this Ch«arch, appointed 
300 copies thereof to be printed^ and three copies of 
the fame to be delivered to eachPrefbytery. 

Ad approving of the account of Mr Wiliiani Robertibn^ 
Procurator for the Churchy and exonering and difchaf- 

ging 
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^gingliim and his cautioners^ of the fum of L. 499, 9 s. 
I ^A. Sterling, difburfed hy him ; and appoioting, that 
lie debit htmlelf in his next account with the (urn of 
•li. 6': 15 : iz ri Sterlings being the balance in his hands, 

A<a approving the account of Mr George Gaimcrofs^ 
Agent for the Church, ancl exonering and difcharging 
him of the fum of L. 257 : 4 : 2 Sterling;, dilburfed by 
£im, and autharifing hiih to take credit in. his next ac- 
count for the fum of L. 69 : 14 : 2 Stei^ing, being the 
balance due to him. 

A& approving the account of Mr James Dickfba^ Printer 
for the Church. 

A6^ approving the account of Mr Elphingfton Balfour^ 
Stationer for the Church. 

The report of the Committee, named to confider the ap- 
plications for (hares of the public, money^ togetheir 
with the Procurator and Committee^s opinion thereon^ 
given in, read, and approven of. 

The Procurator authorifed to pay Mr Brown, minifter at 
Newhiils, L. 30 this year ; and recommended it to the 
next Aflembiy to grant him other L. 3a 

The Procurator authorifed to pay Mr William Mitchell^ 
minifter at Tingwall, the fum of L. 1 1 : 7 : 7 Sterling. 

The procefs of fulpeiifion depending before the Court of 
Seifioo, between Sir Thomas Dundas, and Mr JcAa 
Scollay, minifter at St Andrew's, and Deemefs in Ork* 
ney, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for the 

. Church, to carrjr. on and finifh at the public expence. 

The procefs of augmentation at the Inftance of Mr James 
Barclay, minifter at Unft in Zetland, againft his heri- 
tors, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for the 
Church, to be carried on at the ptiblic expence. 

The Procurator authorifed to pay Mr Robert Mutter, mi- 
nifter at Kirkcudbright, the fum of L. 25 Sterling this 
year, and the like fum of L. 25 Sterling next year, in 
full of his claim. 

The Procurator and, Agent for the Church inftruded to 
take fbch fteps as fhall appear neceffary to bring the 
procefs againft Mr Rattray of Dalrulzian to a final iflue ; 
and empowered the Procurator, if neceflary, to apply 
to "his Majefty's Advocate, in name of the Venerable 
Aflembly of the Church of Scotland, for his inftance. 

The defire of the petition for Mr Richard Scott, minifter 
at Ewes, refufed. 

Th« petition for Mr Robert Thom(bn^ minifter at Kil- 
leaui delayed. 

L Upon 
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Upon a motion, the Procurator and Agent for the Churcli 
authorlfed to take fuch fteps in the procefs of augmen* 
tation at the inftance of Mr William Mitchell, minifter 
at Tingwall, againft his heritors, prcfently depending 
before the Commiffion of Teinds, as may appear necef 
fary for bringing the faid proceft to a final ifliie. 

A reprefentation and petition for the trufteea, and other 
managers of the Scotch Church at Shelburn in the Ero- 
vince of Nova Scotia, in behalf of themfelves, and the 
other Loyal ills, members of that Church, read ; and 
the Aflembly confidering, that although the prefent 
ftate bf this country will not permit them to give any 
aid, yet they declare their approbation of the loyalty 
and attachment of the petitioners to this country, and 
to the Church of Scotland, expreffed in their petition, 
and of their delign of building a houfe for public wor- 
Ihip ; encourage them to perfevere in profecuting their 
pious purpofe, and empower their Moderator to tranf^ 
mit to them a copy of this deliverance upon their peti- 
tion. 

Upon a motion, the General Aflembly ordered the fum of 
ten guineas, to be paid to Mr William Murray,, as an 
acknowledgment for the trouble which he has had a- 
bout the Sketch of the New Form of Procefs ; and 
authorifed the Procurator to pay the fame according- 

The report of the vifitors of the Commiflion-book , given 
in and read, and the CommifGon's condud approven 
of. The Aflembly's thanks given from the Chair to 
the Moderator of the Commiflion, for their faithfulnefs 
and diligence in the affairs committed to them, and 
their book ordered to be attefted. 

The report of the Committee for naiiiing the members 
of the Commiflion, and preparing inflrudions to them, 
given in, and approved of. The members from the 
Prefbyteries and Burghs, whofe commifllons were re- 
jeded for informalities, the members in the Commiflioni 
from the Preftjytery of Lochmaben, (which was brought 
up, but owing to an accident not given in to the Ailem- 
bly), and Dr Hugh Blair in place of the Moderator, 
were added thereto. 

The report of the vifitors of the Royal Bounty regifter 
given in, and read. The condud of the managers ap- 
proved of, and their book ordered to be attefted. 
Ji Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this 
year, with a Coiduxuflion^ and inltrttdioas to them. 

The 
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The Synod-book of Lothian and Tweeddale attefled. 

The Synod- book of Fife attefted. 

The Affembly ordered all the other Synod-books which 
had not been fent up to this Affembly, to be fent up to 
next Affembly, and the Prefbytery-book of Zetland. 

A Committee named on the fcheme for ereding new pa- 
rifhes in the Highlands and iflands. 

The report of the truftees of the fund eftablifhed by adt 
of Parliament, for a provifion to Minifters widows, ^c. 
containing an account of their proceedings fince laft Ge- 
neral Affembly, and a (late of the fund under their ma- 
nagement,- given in, and ordered to lie on the table till 
next diet; and, upon a motion, the thanks of the houfe 
given to Sir Harry Moncrieff, for his fidelity, attention, 
and prudence in the management of the fund. 

The interim-adl and overture anent ordained afliftants, or- 
dered to be continued, and the overture on the fame 
fobjecft, and alfo the overture anent the ordination of 
elders> to be retranfmitted ; but difmiffed the overture 
anent (Indents having the Gaelic language. 

The report, of the Committee on the overtures anent the li- 
cen(ing of Probationers, unanirhdufly approven of; ap- 
pointed the fame to be tranfmitted as an overture, and 
fpecially enjoined Pre(byterics to take this overture into 
confideration, in fufBcient time to have their returns fenc 
up to next General Affembly, and, in their returns, to 
give an explicit opinion, approving or difapproving 
of each particular paragraph. 

Upon a motion, the thanks x>f the houfe given to Dr 
Henry Grieve, for the great trouble he had taken in 
colled;ing tht fentiments of the Church, with regard 
to the proper rules to be obferved in licenfing Proba- 
tioners, and in preparing an overture on that fubjedt, 
which had received the unanimous approbation of the 
General Aflembly. 

The overture from the Synod of Perth and Stirling anent 
attefting commifGons to Elders, agreed to be tranf- 
mitted. (Vide the printed Adis). 

The overtures from the. Synod of Fife, and Pre(by tery of 
Jedburgh anent appeals, ordered to lie on the table. 

Tlie Committee on the overtures a^ent the fale of patron- 
age, appointed to meet on Monday at eleven o'clock. 

Adjournment. 

Afjy28. 1787. SeJf.uU. 
^ Sederunt. 
The report of the Truftees of the fund eftabliihed by acSt 
of Parliament; for a provifion for Minifi;ers widows^ 
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f^c. again called for^ and ordered to be recorded in 
the (eparate regifter kept for that purpofe« 

Lift of Probationers produced, their names read out, and 
ordered to be recorded. 

The General Aflbnbly, after prayer, depofed Mr James 
Macintofli, mtnifter of Moy and DalarofSe, from the 
^ offiee of the holy minidry, prohilnting and diichargine 
him to exerciie the fame, or any part thereof^ in aU 
time coming ; and ordained the Prefbytery of Inver- 
nefs to caufe intimate this fentence from the pulpit of 
the pariihes of Moy and DaiaroiIie« 

On a motion, it was recommended to the Committee on 
the Royal Bounty, in refped: of the particular circum- 
ftances of the united paiifhes of Moy and DalarofSe, 
to allow the mifHonary, prefemiy employed in thefe 
pariihes, to continue on their fcheme to the ift day of 
November next. 

All caufes brought before this Aflembly, and not deter* 
mined by them, referred to the CommiiGoh. 

Proteftations admitted^ 

A Committee named to reviie the minutes of the Aflem- 
bly's proceedings, at this and all other diets thereof, 
and to pitch upon fuch of the ads of the Aflembly as are 
to be (landing rules^ in order to their being printed. 

The Moderator's fpeech to the Aflembly, and his Maje* 
fty^s Commiilioner. 

The Lord Commiflioner's fpeech to the Aflembly^ 

Ad appointing nejst meeting of the Aflembly. 

The Aflembly concluded with prayer, finging of pfalms, 
and pronouncing the blei&ng. 



FINIS. 
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concluded the ad Day of June in the (aid Year. 



L 

The KiNG^s Coimniflion to David Earl 
of Leven produced^ and ordered to 
be recorded. 



Edinhurgif, May 22. 1788. 

THE General Aflembly of this National C3iurch 
being convened and conftituted, there was pro* 
duced CO them, by the Right Honourable Da-> 
. vit) Earl of Leven, the Kjng*s CommilGoni 
fealed with the Seal appointed by the Treaty 
of Union to be kept and ufed in Scotland, in place of the 

Great 
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Great Soil of Scotland^ making and oonflfituting bim his 
Majefty^s High Coma»ifIioner and Reprefeutatiiiie in this 
Affcmbly ; which Conunifnon was publicly read with all 
due honour and refpedt, and ordered to be recorded in 
the Books of Aflembly, The tenor whereof follows :' 

GEORGIUSj Deigrmtia^ Magna Britamitt, Franeia^ et Hi- 
bernia ReXy Fidei Def en/or : Omnibus probis bominibuSj ad 
quos prafentes liter a nojirct perventrint^falutem. ^andoquidem 
Nos conjiderantes^ quod generalis ecclejia Scotiaconventus in vige^ 
Jhmimjecundum eUem Maiiproximi crnvmire ordmatws fuit ^ Nof- 
ipH abunde cupidi^ et necejfanum ejfejudkanies in comniodum diElm 

^ ecclejiaj ut idem ecclejia generalis conventus die Jlatuto debite 
obfervetur^ atque rebus magni .momenti Nos alio vocantibus^ dido 
convent ui perfonaliter interejfe^ nequimus ; Nofque abunde fatif- 
JaBi de fuffidentia et fidelitate jidelifftmi et dileBiffimi nfffiri 
confanguinei Davklis Com it is de Leven^ quod ad fiimmum 
munus nojlri fupremi CommiJJionarii ad didum generalem con- 
jventum rite exerctndum et obeundum ufquequaque Jit injlru£ius: 
Noveritis igitw^ nos nommqffey conjliiuiffe^ et ardinaffe^ tenoreque 
prafentium^nominare^con/lituere^ et ordinareymemoratum^fide- 
lijjimum et pradile6lijjimum nojirum confanguineum Davidem 
Gomitem de Leven, fupremum noJlrum CommiJJionarium diBo 
generali ecchfta Scotia conventui^ dando et concedendo tilt pie- 
nam pote/iatem;^ commijjionem^ et warrantum^ facram nojiram 

' perfonam et auBoritatem r^galem reprefentandi^ nee non preer 
fentiam nojiram fupplendi^ et locum nojirum in diSto Jubjequenti 
generali conventu^ tanquam CommiJJionario nojlro ad bunc ef- 

\ feBum Jpecialiter conjiituto^ tenendi^ omniaque alia ad imperium 
et munus Gowmi£ionarii pro gemtrali ecckjie con^emtn permgcndi^ 
tam plene adeoque libere in quovis reJpeBuj quam quilibet alius 
in eodemfummo mun^re fearat^feu quonis tempore pr^eritp fa- 
cere potueraty vel ac Ji nos ipji perfonaliter prafentes facer e 
potuerimus^ ^aque omnia et Jingula qua diBus David Co- 
^ mes de Leven, in bac nojlra commijjione profequenda legitime 
Jecerit^feu Jieri ordinaverit, nos frmiter approbamus, et rati- 
fcamus. Infuper omnibus etjingulis diBi conventus et ecclejia 
pajloribus et prejbyteris caterifque quBufwique, intra illam 
partem Magna Britannia Scotiam vocatam^ fid^ktis M/lrh^ 
cujufcunqut gradus feu qualitatis, ut diBum Davidem ODmi- 
tem de Leren^ tanquam fupremum noftrum Cot^^iJ/ionarium^ 
quoad effeBum et modum fupra menstionatum, revtreaniur^ ag- 
nofcant et audiant^ JlriBe mandamus et pracipimus : Atque 
banc nojiram GommJUnem a diBo vigefima fecundo die Maii 
proximi incipere^ et deinceps durante fubfequente fej/ione diBi 
generalis conventus in vigore- continuare, deelaramus, vel ufque 

dum 
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dum anobisrevocabitufy et exonerabitur. In cujus ret te/lii^ 
moniumj pmrfentibus Jtgillum noftrum per unionis traSlatum tm^^ 
Jlodiendn et in* Scotia vice et loco- Magni Sigilli ejufdem utend* 
ordinate appends mandavimus. Apud aulam nojiram apud 
St Jameses yvigefimo oBodo die menjis Apnlis^ anno Domini mi-- 
lefimo feptingentefinto oBdgeJimo- oSlavo^. Rcgnique nojiri anno 
vigejimo o£lavo4 

Per Jignaturam mnnu S. D. N. Regis Jkprafcript. 



Q. 



The KiNG^s moll gracious Letter to the 
General Affembly, prefented to them 
by his Majefty's Commiffionen 

GEORGE R. 

RIoHT Reverbnd and Well-beloved, We greet you 
well. We repeat with great pleafure Our marks 
of approbation of your wife and prudent condud in your 
' ibcial proceedings, which fo much tend to the preferva- 
tion of true Religion and Virtue, and wherein you' (hew 
your real zeal for the fupport of Our Government and 
Royal Perfon* 

Being fully determined at all times to preferve to the 
Ghurch of Scotland, all its legal Rights, Dignities,, and 
Privileges, We do, with more confidence, recommend to 
you Our eameft wifh, (hat your prefent meeting fhould 
be chara<Slerifed by every example againfl difputes, and 
unneceflary and unbecoming difeufiions ; that it ihould 
hold forth every temptation to purfue the paths of Chri- 
fUan Virtue, and every difcouragement to idlenefs and vice. 

Our Right Trufty, and Right Well-beloved Coulin, 
David Earl of Leven, has fo much Ihewn his love of vir- 
tue, and his real attachment to the good, of his Country 
and of Our Government, in the execution of the very great 
and intereiling charge of Our Lord High Commiflioner 

B te^ 
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to the General Ailembly of the Church of Scotland^ that 
We are encouraged to hope ihat^ by reappointifig hira to 
that office. We ftfall gtant you a gracious and acceptable 
mark, of Our Favour. 

, We have therefore only to e^prefi Our hep^^ diat yott 
will obierve Our reeommendatioa of unanimity aad bro* 
therly love to each other^ in all bufinefs which may be 
to judge of; in the end, that this prefent AflemWy may 
as happily conclude as any other which have preceded 
it. And fo We bid you heartily farewell. Given at Our 
Court at St Jameses, the 5th day of May 1788, iti the 
28th year of Our Reigo. 

By his Majeiiy's Command, 

SYDNEY.. 

Addreffed thus : To the Right Reverend and' Well-beloved 
the Moderator, Miniflers and Elders of the General 
Aflembly of the Church of Scotland. 



▼▼▼▼▼▼▼ WW WW ^^▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼^ ▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼"" 

in. 

The General Aflembly^s Anfwer to the 
Kirtg's moft gracious Letter* 

May it pleafe Your Majejly^ 

THE gracious letter, With which Your Majefty hath, 
been pleafed to honour this meeting of the General 
Aflembly, was received With becoming refpe£t and grati- 
tude. 

The diftinguiflied marks which Your Majefty has given 
of Your Royal approbation of the condud of former At 
femblies, and which You gracioufly condefcend to repeat 
at this time, afford us the moft fincere fattsfadion, and 

are 



Digitized by 



Google 



Generiil AJpMfyy 1788. 7 

are a mof! animating laotiTe to induce u$ to perfevere in 
our earneft endeavours iot theprefecration and advance- 
ment of true Religion and Virtue, and to embrace every 
opportunity of tefttfyingtbe aident 2eal which we- feel 
for the fupport of Your Majefty's Government and Royal 
Perfon. ... - 

Upon Your Majefty^s renewed aflurances topyeferve 
to the Church of Scotland, aril its legal rights, dignities, 
and privileges, we reft with that entire confidence, 
which is due from fubjeds to a Sovereign, who makes 
the Laws the rule of his Government ; and we blefs the 
King of Kings, that we live under a Prince, who fhews^ 
bim&If the true nurfing Father of the Church, by recom- 
mending to us, as his earned wifh, and as the moil eflec* 
tual method of lecuring the continuance of his protec- 
tion, that we .fliould hold forth an example of Chriflian 
Charity, and every incitement to purfue the paths of 
Chriftian Virtue, and that we fliould give every discou- 
ragement to idlenefs and vice. 

We gladly embrace this opportunity of offering our 
humble thanks to Your Majcfty for Your late Royal Pro- 
clamation, for the encouragement of Piety and Virtue,, 
and for preventing and punifliing vice, profanenefs, and 
immorality, which is truly worthy of a Chriftian Prince, 
and a ftrong proof of the fame watchful attention to the 
heft interelh of Your Kingdom, which is fo fully expreC- 
fed in Your Majefty's gracious letter to this Aflembly. 
Deeply fenfible that rigbteoufnefs exalteth a nation, and 
that fin is the reproach of any people, we beg leave to 
afiure Your Majefty, that we will moft cheerfully exert 
ourfelves to the utmoil of our power^ in recommending 
and enforcing Your Majefty*s pious commands, by pro- 
moting among the people under our care, a facred regard 
to the inftitutions and laws of our holy Religion. . 

We have had fo much experience of the many amiable 
virtues by which the Right Honourable the Earl of Le- 
ven 4s diftinguifhed ; and his love of virtue and real at- 
tachment to the good of his Ccftintry, and the interefts of 
the Church of Scotland, are fo generally known, that we 
receive Your Majefty's reappointment of him to the very 
great and interefling charge of Lord High Commiilioner 
to the General Aflembly of the Chujrch of Scotland, as a 
gracious and acceptable mark of Your favour. 

Your Majefty's Royal Donation bf a thoufand pounds 
for the Propagation of Religion in the Highlands and 
lilands of Scotland, we receive with the fincerefl grati- 
tude ^ 
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tude ; and we (hall be careful in applying it to the pion^ 
purpofes for which it is bellowed. . 

Convinced that unanimity and brotherly love are be* 
coming our charaders as miniflers of the Prince of 
Peace, and will give dignity to our proceedings, we fhall 
fludy to obferve Your Majefty's recommendation, and to 
condud our bufinefs in fuch a manner as to bring the 
Allembly to a happy conclufion. 

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, may proted Your Perfon, and eftablifli Your 
Throne in righteoufnels ; That he may pour down his beft 
bleflings upon our gracious Queen, his Royal Highnefa 
the Prince of Wales, and all the Royal Family ; and that, 
after reigning long, with wifHom and felicity, over a 
free, a dutiful, and an afFedionate people. You may enter 
thofe happy regions, where pious and virtuous Princes 
receive an unfading Crown, is the eameft prayer of^ 
May. it pleafe Your Majefty, 
Your Majefty's moft faithful^ 
Moft obedient. 

And moft loyal iubjeds,' 
' The Minifters and Elders met in this National' 
AHembly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name^ 

In our prefence. 
And at our appointment, by 

ARCHIBALD D A VIDSON, Me?i^ 



♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦.♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^^♦♦♦♦♦♦^♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^^ 



IV. 

An Addrefi by the General Affembly 
to his Majefty. 

May it pleafe Tour Majejiy^ 

WE Your Majefty*s moft dutiful (ubjeds, the Mini- 
fters and Elders of the Church of Scotland, met 
in the National AfTembly, beg leave to approach Vour 
throne, with hearts iuU of loyalty and aftedion. 

We 
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We Ihould be unworthy of the ftation we hold, if we did 
not gladly embrace this firft opportunity^ of congratu- 
lating Your Majefty on the happy efleds of Your wife 
and vigorous meaiurels, during the courfe of laft year, when,, 
under the diredion of Divine Providence, You delivered 
this nation from the danger of being involved in war, by 
preferving the independence, and re-eftablifliing the legal 
government of a neighbouring Proteftant State, and hap- 
pily revived with it an ancient and clofe alliance, which, 
for fo long a period, had beeh falutary to Ytfur Majefty's 
kingdoms* 

While we contemplate the prefent pofture of bur pu- 
blic affairs in general, and our friendly league with the 
Republic of the United Provinces in particular, with 
thankfulnefs to Heaven,, and the warmeft approbation of 
Your Majefty*s condudi, we feel ourfelves called upon to 
commemorate that glorious event,, the Revolution of 
168&, which delivered us from Popery and arbitrary 
power, and fixed that conflitutjon of government which> 
is the wonder and envy of the world, not more for civil 
and political liberty, than for juftice an^' humanity j 
which has hitherto had force fiifficient to repair its inter- 
nal diforders, as well as to repel external violence, and 
which the experience of a century now entitles us to 
hope may be as lafting as it is excellent. An event the 
more endeared to our remembrance, as from thence was 
derived the fettlement of the Crown of Britain on Your 
Majefty's Illuftrious Family,' who have hitherto fwayed 
the iceptre with fo much wifdom and eljuity ;. and with 
fuch a facred regard to the rights of the nation, as to fe- 
cure the confidence and affedio^ of theic flibjeds, and 
to leave no doubt on our minds, That the ftability of the 
eonftitutioft, and the- profperity of the people,, will ever 
continue to be the great objed of their government.- 

With fuch deep impreffions of the felicity of thac 
Great i£ra, ta which, befides all other advantages, we 
owe the reftoration- and fecurity of our Ecclefiaftical 
Eftabliihment, Your Majefty may be aflured, that we (hall 
negled no proper opportunity of making the people under 
our care duly fenfible of the diflinguifiied bleflings they 
enjoy under Divine Providence, and of exciting in their 
minds fentiments of affe<9^ion and loyalty to Your Ma- 
jefty, the faithful Guardian of all our Liberties. 

That Your Majefty may reigri long over a free and 
happy people : That the Almighty may guard Your Sa» 
cred Perfonfrom every danger, and beftow on You every 

C bleffing:. 
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blelSng: That he may blefi and pre&rve the Qoeeu, 
Prinze of Wales, and all the Royal Family ; and that a 
race of kings of Your IUuftriou8 Line, may, to the lateft 
pofterity, (it on the throne of thefe realms, is the eaineft 
prayer of, 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 
Your Majeity*8 moil faithful. 
Moil obedient. 

And mod loyal {iibjeds. 
The Mini(lers and Elders met in this National 
AiTembly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 

In our preienoe, 
And at our appointment, by 

ARCHIBALt) DAVIDSON, Mn/. 



♦♦•^^•^^w###^ 



V. 



Commiflion to fbme Minifters and Ru« 
ling Elders, for the Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, 
and for managing his Majefl:)r's Royal 
Bounty for that end. 

THE General Adembty did, and hereby do, nominate 
and appoint the Reverend Dr ArchibaM Daridfim, 
Principal of Glafgow College, their Moderator, alF die 
mini;fters who are members of the Prefbytcry of Sdin^ 
burgh, Dr Thomas Biflet at Logieratt, Mr Thomas Fle« 
ming at Kenmore, Mr David MQttcriejfTat Rogartoor, Mr 
'Thomas Fergus at Denny, Mr Robert Mathie at Glendo^ 
vah, Mr Robert Stirling at Port, Mr Robert Lifton at A- 
berdour, Mr George WiUSs at Leflie, Mt Andrew Wai&er 

at 



Digitized by 



Qoogle 



General J^hnSfyy tpS^ tr 

atCoUtffie, PKnci})a] M'Coinnick, St Andifews> ProfeiTor 
GeoTg9 HiH, St Andte'vrSf £>r James Play fair at Meigle, 
Mr l^rkl Femey ac iCnnettlcs, Dr Robert Small at Eyun-s. 
dee, Mr WtUiara Minigan at Kirkden^ Mr Dafid Fergu- 
fbn at FamieiVMr John Hintchlibaat Fettereflb, Mr James 
Forfytb at Belhelvie, Mr William Sbaxnl at Lamphaaan,. 
Mr Thotnas Biirnie at Aiford, Mr William Daff at Fove- 
rauy Mr Patritk Daridfoiii at Rayne, Mr Andrew Young. 
f<m at Aberdour, Mr Rdbert Duff at King Edwalrd, Mr- 
Robert Grant at Cuileny Mr Robert Innes at Huntly, M^ 
John Grant at Boliana^ Mf James GjaTiit at Inv^raven^ ' 
Mr Patf ick Grant at Duthill^. Mr Jam^s Gillan at Spey- . 
mootfa, Ml? Alexander Goall at Edenkillie, Mr Hugh Cal- 
der at Cnoy, Mr Oisorg^ Watfon at- Inveroeft, Mt Robert 
Munro-at Kilmnir We&eTyPtt George Balfour ^t Tjlrbet,. 
Mr Daoiel Rofe at Dingwall, Mr Patrick G#ant at Bole-^ 
. fkin, Mf Alexander Mackay at Bafvas, Mr Mardochi 
Maciver at Lochalih,. Mr ^neils Maclebd at Rogart, Mr 
Alexander Falconer at £dracbille»f Mr William Smher- 
land at Wiek, Mr William Anderfen at Etie and Rendal,. 
Mr James- Bremner at Walls and Plota, Mr Ji»lm Ander- 
fbn at Stronfay, Mr Datid Thomfon at Walljs, Mr James 
Paton at Tor])hicheii,. Mr Bernard Halden at Glenholnf^. 
Dr James Mo^t at Newlands^ Dr Aleland6#. Carlyld ar 
invereik, Dr Henry Griere at Dalkeith^ Mr Alesaiidep 
Glen at Dirletcm, Mr William. Ccdmbie at l^pott, Mr R6^ 
bcrt Home at Polwart, Mr George Tod at Ey«mowih, 
Mr Robert TurnbufU at SpncyuftMi)^ Mif John Rieoteton at 
Hopkirk, Dr James Ford at Laoder, Ml* Stephen! &Aveit ^ 
Maxton,.Mr Thomas Smith at Cumbertreei, Mr WttMam 
Little at Weflerkirk, Mr Alexander IBttown at Mo£ifi> Mi 
William Grierfon at Glentea^ni) Dr. t^atid Lamont at 
Kirkpatrkk Dorbamr, Mr Philip Moi^fo» ac iBalmagbie, 
Mr Johtt Didkfon at Kirkowat«, Mr James Caddie at New- 
luce, Mr John Macdermid Fer^((h411 at Stralitovr, Mr Thoi- 
Rfa» Brhflbanc at Dmilbpi Mt John Monfe»ieh^ib^ at Hou- 
tonv Mr Patrick Maxwell ac EkA Monkland,- Mr James 
Gray at Lanark^ Mr Alexatider Dun at Galder, Mr James 
Je^ at ^Ifroa> Mr Cha#led Ste^ait ac Stitathchtir,. Mr 
Robert Thomfon at KiUean, i%r Jo{b{A M^intyre at 
©knovehy^Mr Avchibaldi HdfecarthuT ac Kihiihianv Mr 
Alexander Campbell at A«lti»muifchan, Mr Jcika Grant, at 
Kfrloaidkaely Mr T^n^^o^miv at Stom<y#$y> minifiersji 
Thomatf^Elder^E^^of Forreth,. G^twgs- Wright^ £fq; of ' 
Lfltony Johtt Er&kie, E^; aidf^^t^ the^ HoAOUVabk. Hen- 

ry.. . 
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xy Erikine, ProfelTor Richardfbn, Sir Charles Prefton, Mr 
James Fergus, Andrew Hamilton^ Efqj Major John Mel- 
^ veil, Profeflbr Cook, Dr Andrew Duncan, Edinburgh, A* 
lexander Watfon, Eiq; of Turren, Mr Thomas Mill, mer- 
chant, Mr Thomas Duncan, writer, Alexander Burnet^ 
Efq; advocate, Profeflbr Play fair, Mr Cunningham of Hynd- 
hope, William Macdonald, of Rinnfton, Efq; Profeflbr 
Thomas Gordon, Aberdeen, George Buchan-Hepbum, 
Efq; Mr John Taylor, writer, Mr Alexander Forbes, writer^ 
Mr John Robertfon, writer, Mr John Ruflellyivji. writer, Mr 
Baron Gordon, Mr Ifitac Grant, writer, Dr Gregory Grant, 
Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Gordon, writer, Walter Dunbar^ 
' Efq; Mr Ludovick Grant yivji. writer, Bailie John Lothian, 
Edmburgh, Robert Macintofh, Efq; advocate, Convener 
Lindfay^ Edinburgh, Lord Ankei:ville, Donald Smith^ Efq; 
Edinburgh, Robert Bruce-Macleod, Efq; the Procurator, 
William Macleod-Bannatyne, Efq; Profeflbr Macleod^ 
General Mackay, Bailie Daniel Miller, Mr Alexander 
Youngfon, writer, Mr Malcolm Laing, advocate^ Mr 
George Home, baker, Profeflibr Dalzell, Mr Walter Scott^ 
writer, the Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, Convener Demp- 
iter, Profeflbr Walker, the Honourable Captain Sandir 
lands, Provoft Clark, Captain Taylor, Mr James Home^ 
writer, the Lord Chief Baron, Mr Hamilton of Spittle- 
haugh, Mr Solicitor General, John Hamilton, Efq; Hugh 
Dalrymple, Efq; Mr James Veitch, James Wilkie, Efq; 
Matthew SandiUnds, Efqj John Stewart, Efq; the Honour- 
able Henry Dundas, Bailie James Dickfon, Hugh Scott^ 
Efq; William EUiot, Efq; Richard Tod, Efq; Sir William 
Maxwell, Mr James Saunders, writer, Mr William Gregafi^ 
Mr Archibald Douglas, writer, John Macmurdo, Efq; Pro- 
feflbr George Jardin, Mr William Anderfon, Alexander 
Fergufon, Efq; advocate, Mr Horatius Canan, writer, Mr 
James Jamiefon, Mr James Torry, merchant, the Lord Pre- 
sident, John Hamilton, Efq; Mr John Rufllel, Mr Alexan- 
der Weir, Henry Stewart,Efq; Bailie William Telfar, Alex- 
ander Wight, Efq; advocate, the Lord Advocate, Sir James 
Colquhoun, Robert Cullen,' Efq; Archibald Macdonald^ 
Efq; William Campbell, Efcj; Profeflbr Williamfon, Co- 
lonel Robert Campbell, Allan Macdougald, Efq; Profeflfer 
Finlayfon, Ruling Elders, to be a Committee of this 
Afliembly, for the reformation of the Highlands and 
Iflands of Scotland, for promoting the knowledge of 
true religion^ fupprefllng Popery and profanenefs, and 
for managing the Royal Bouncy for thefe ends, accprd- 
• ing 
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ing to, and in terms of his Majefty's grant to this Aflem- 
bly. In profecution of which purpofes, the Committee 
are to appoint Preachers and Catechifts, to go to fuch 
places as they fhall find, upon due information, to be the 
mpft proper, according to His Majefty*s defign, exprefled 
in His warrant ; and, in fo doing, that they have particu- 
lar regard to fuch parilhes in South Uift, Small Ifles, 
Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, and 
Lochaber, and the other pari flies of the Synods of Glenelg 
and Argyle, which the Committee ftiall find, by reafon 
of the vaft extent, by the prevalency of Popery and igno- 
rance, and other unhappy circumfl:ances, to be in the 
greateft diftrefs : And they fhall take care, that the per- 
fons they employ be certified, and found, upon due trial, 
to be properly qualified for thefe re(pe6tive offices, of 
good abilities for the fame, of a pious life and converfa- / 
tion, prudent^ of undoubted loyalty to His Majefty, and 
of competent fkill in the principles of Divinity, and par- 
ticularly in Popifli controverfies : Such Preachers and Ca- 
techifts being hereby appointed to be fubjedt to, and un- 
der the infpedion of the Prelbyteries of the bounds to 
which, they are fent, who are to take care that the orders 
of the Committee be duly- obferved by them. And the 
Preachers are alfo appointed to catechife, and both they 
and the Catechifts to inftru6t the people from houfe to 
houfe, and to vifit the fick ^ . and, in all their labour a- 
mong the people, to be careful to teach them the prin- 
ciples and duties of the true Chriftian Proteftant religion, 
and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to 
our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws : 
And the Committee are empowered to give them fuch in- 
ftrudions, as to their work and behaviour, as they fhall 
judge meet ; which inftrudions the Preachers and Cate- 
chifts are hereby ordered to obey. The General Aflembly 
do further appoint the faid Committee, to have a particu- 
lar regard in their proceedings, to the regulations' agreed 
upon by the Committee of the Aflembly for managing 
the Royal Bounty, on the 30th of September 1730, ap- 
proven by frequent Aflemblies : And to take care that 
Prefbyteries, and others cohcemed, obferve the fame, 
which they are hereby ordered to do : Particularly, the 
Aflembly ordains the feveral Prefbyteries to infert in their 
regifters, the Committee's appointments of the defigna- 
tions, falaries, and ftations of the feveral miflionaries, and 
to have an cxad regard thereto, in all the letters they fhall 
write about the faid miflionaries, and in giving of certi* 

D ficates 
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ficates to them ; and to dired all dbeir letters, coacemuag 
xniiEouaries in their bounds^ only to the Moderator of 
the Committee ; which letters ihall be figned, at the ap- 
pointment of the Prefby tery, by the Moderator or Clerk 
thereof: And the AflemWy does difcharge any payment 
to be made of the falaries of the miffionaries, except upoa 
receipts from the miillonaries themielves^ and upon certi- 
ficates from the Prefby teries, bearing, That they have fer- 
ved for the time mentioned in the receipts ; and that eve* 
ry Catechift^ who receives a (alary from the Royal Boun- 
ty, on condition that the pariihioners or gentlemea of the 
diflri(5t ihall pay a certain fum in aid of fuch falary^ fhaU 
inferty in the body of his receipt to the Cafliier, a declara*- 
tion that he has received the particular fum (pecified; and 
that the atteftation of the Presbytery ihall in like manner 
bear» that the Oatechiit has received the ilipulated fiua 
which the Committee make the condition of hts appoiat- 
ment ; it being underftood by tins refolutioa, that the 
feveral ilations, with regard to which fuch conditions 
were originally made by the Committee^ when no fiich 
declaration of the Catechifi, or atteilatidn of the Preiby- 
tery, as is now propoied, 16 received by the OaihieTi 
ihall be afterwards iupprefled by the Committee, though 
the Catechiil ihall, notwithitanding, receive the iaiary mr 
the time he is certified to have performed his duty. That 
a journal of the itinerant's labours in the miniiiryy of the 
miiHon committed tx> him, be written on the back of the 
Preibytery^s certificate, and figned by him, as the ground 
on which the Preibytery have granted him iaid certifi- 
cate. The General Ailfembly do alio empower the faid 
Committee to apply, for the purpoies above mentioned^ 
what may remain of the laft year's Royal fioiinty not 
difpofed of, by reafon of any of the miifionaries not ful- 
filling the appointments laid upon them ; and that th^ 
are to keep a regiiler of their proceedings, and^ likewife 
diiliad books of jiccounts, how the forefaid money is 
beilowed) which ihall be patent to any concerned who 
pleafe to infped the fame. Of the peribns above named 
as members of this Committee, five are declared to be a 
quorum, whereof three are to ^ be minifters^ But it is 
hereby appointed, That 'at the quarterly meeting of the 
Committee, in which the icheme or eilabli(hment of 
miflionaries for the enfuing year is to be approved and 
determined, not lefs than fourteen ihall be the quorum, 
whereof nine ihall be miniders ; and the faid Comqaittee 
are appointed to have their general meetings at Edin- 
burgh, 
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tnrgh, the fifft lawful day after the adjoimmient'of ^ch 
of the font ftated diets of the Cof nmiffion of the Gene- 
ral AflcmWy, whhm the Aflembfy ayle, at ten of t?he 
clock m the forenoon, except that day fhall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the tpeeting fliall he upon Monday next 
thereafter, at the faid honr ; -with j>ower to the faid Com- 
mittefe to adjorum themfelves to fuch times and places as 
they fhall find moft needful and foourvenient : And thc?y 
are to* keep a correspondence with the Gornnriflion off the 
General Aficmbly, and the Society for propagating 'Chri- 
ftian Knowledge, and their Coimnittee t>f Dh*e(ftors, and 
to take their advice and afliftance ; and aifo to correQ)ond 
with the Synods and Prefbyteries concerned. They are 
likewife inilruded and empowered, as th ey fhall fee caufe, 
to apply to the Government, or any Majriftrate, for aflifl- 
ance and fupport in carrying on the de fign of the com- 
miflion now given to them. And the Oencral Aflembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertfon adv ocate. Procurator, 
for the Church, and Receiver of the forefaid Royal Boun- 
ty, to pay out the fame, as he fhall be direded and or- 
dered by the forefaid Committee, and according to their 
rules. And the faid Committee are appointed to examine 
the accounts of the diftribution of the; Royal Boimty, and 
lay the fame before the Lords Comopiiflioners of Hts Ma- 

. jefly's Treafury, or the Barons of His Majefly's Court of 
Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the General 
Ailembly, to whom they are to be accountable, Aad ^t 
is agreed. That no perfon once employed and infert in 
the fcheme fhall be flruck out thereof lor that year, but 
by the quorum of at leafl fourteen, whereof nine to be 
miniflers ; and in cafe any complaint fhall be made againft 
any of them on the fcheme, it fhall not be determined the 
firfi ordinary meeting that the ianM is offered, hut it fhall 
lie on the table till another meeting; and in the mean 

, time the perfon complained of, .ajid the Prefbytery of 
the bounds wherein he officiates, fhall be acquainted 
of fuch complaint) and thofe concerned he required 
jto fend to the faid Committee a juft account of the 
matter againft the next meeting. And it is further 
appointed. That after the yearly fcheme of mifHonaries 
on the Royal Bounty, is fettled in manner abote dired- 
ed, and notice thereof given by letters to the Prefbyte- 
ries concerned, fuch Prefbyteries fhall fend \ip to the 
faid Committee their anfwer to thefe letters, at fartheft 
with their CommifBoners to the General Aficmbly, if the 
£ime be not don^ fooner 3 and that the Committee, at 

their 
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their firfl: meeting after the General Aflembly, fliall en- 
deavour to complete the next year's fcheme themfelves ; 
and if they cannot complete it, -they Ihall ^name a Sub- 
committee of their number for that purpofe, who are to 
lay their draught thereof before a fubfequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as foon after the riiing of the 
Aflembly as poffible* And empowered the Committee, 
at their firft meeting, to rejed any petition for a new 
llation, in cafe they ihall find fufficient objedlions againft 
it ; and that the faid Committee, in making up the fcheme 
of miffionaries, "i^c. do not exceed the fum in the grants 



VI. 

Commiffion to fbme Minifters and Ru- 
ling Elders for difcufling AfFairs re- 
ferred to them. 



THE General Aflembly did, and hereby do nominate, 
commiflion and appoint^ the Reverend Dr Archi- 
bald Davidlbn, Principal of Glafgow College, their Mo- 
derator ; and from the prefbytery of Dunkeld,Dr Thomas 
Biflet at Logierate, Mr Thomas Fleming at Kenmore, 
Mr Alexander Stewart at Moulin, Mr George Baird at 
Dunkeld, minifters, Thomas Elder, Efq; of Forneth, and 
David Stewart, Efq; banker, Edinburgh, ruling elders; 
firom the prefbytery of Perth, Mr David Moncrief at Ro- 
garton, Mr William Lang at Amgofk, Mr John Dow. at 
Methyen, Mr John Inglis at Tibbermuir, minifters, 
Oeorge Wright, Efq; of Laton, and Bailie John Caw, ru- 
ling elders ; from the preft)y tery of Stirling, Mr Thomas 
Fergus at Denny, Mr James Robertfon at Gargunnock, 
minifters, John Erfkine, Efq; advocate, ru^ling elder; 
from the preft)3rtery of Auchterarder, Mr Robert Mathew 
at Glendovan, Mr William Graham at Foflbway, Mr James 
Ramfayat Madderty, minifters, the Right Hon. Henry 
Erikine^ ruling elder; from the prefl)ytery of Dumblane, 

Mr 
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Mr Robert Stirling at Port, Mr Duncan Stewart at Bal- 
quhidder, miniftcrs, Profeflbr William Richardfon, ruling 
elder ; from the prefbytery of Dunfermline, Mr Robert 
l^ifton at Aberdoiir, Mr Peter Primrofe at Dalgety, Mr 
Walter Macalpin at Culrofs, minifters, Sir Charles Prefton 
of Valleyfield, ruling elder j from the pre£by tery of Kirk- 
caldy, Mr George Willis at Leflie, Mr James Reid at 
Kinglaffie,. Mr John Scot at Auchtertool, minifters, James 
Townfend Ofwald, Efq; ruling elder j from the burgh of 
Kirkcaldy, Mr James Fergus j from the burgh of King- 
horn, Andrew Hamilton, Efq; Provoft of Kinghorn j from 
the burgh of Burntifland, Bailie John Thomfon, Burnt- 
iiland ; from the burgh of Dyfart, Bailie Alexander 
Thomfon, Dyfart; from the prefbytery of Cupar, Mr 
Alexander Walker at Colleffie, Mr George Campbell 
at Cupar, Mr Peter Barclay at Kettle, Mr Andrew Thom- 
fon at Balmerino, minifters, TMr Henry Thomas at Belhel- 
vie, Mr Henry Birrel at Auchtermuchty, ruling elders ; 
from the burgh of Cupar, Major John Melvil of Cairney ; 
from the prefbytery 5f St Andrews, Principal Maccormick, 
Mr James Burn at Forgan, Mr William Peirmont at Ely, 
Mr James Beatfon at Kingfbarns, minifters. Lieutenant- 
colonel Monipenny, Profeflbr John Cook, ruling elders; 
from the burgh of St Andrews, Dr Andrew Duncan^ 
phyfician, Edinburgh ; from the univerfity of St Andrews^ 
Profeflbr George Hill j from the prefbytery of Meigle, 
Dr James Playfair, Meigle, Mr James Ogilvy at Eflie, Mr 
James Badenoch at Kingoldrum, minifters, Patrick Ali- 
fon, Efq; ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Forfar, 
Mr David Ferney at Kinnettles, Mr John Webfter at Inver- 
arity, minifters, Alexander Watfon, Efq; younger, of Tu- 
rin, ruling elder J from the prefbytery of Dundee, Dr 
Robert Small, Dundee, Mr John Millar, Inchture, Mr 
William Johnfton, Monifeith, minifters, Mr David Law, 
merchant, Dundee, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of 
Aberbrothock, Mr William Milligan, Kirkden, Mr David 
Syme at Barrie, minifters, Mr Thomas Mill, merchant, 
Canongate, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Aberbro- 
thock, Mr Thomas Duncan, writer, Edinburgh j from 
the prefbytery of Brechin, Mr David FergufFon at Far- 
nel, Mr James Wilfon at Marytown, Mr Robert Hannay 
at Strickathrow, minifters, Alexander Burnet, Efq; advo- 
cate, ruling elder ; from ^he prefbytery of Fordoun^ Mr 
John Hutchifoh at Fettereflo, Mr Robert Foot at Fettercairn^ 
Mr William Walker atEcclefgrig, minifters, Profeffor Play- 
fairi ruling elder j from the prefbytery of Aberdeen, Mr. 

£ James 
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James Forfyth at Belhclvie, Mr James Hog at Skein, Mr 
. James Shcrriffs at Aberdeen, Dr John Brown at Newhills, 
minifterS) Provoft William Crowden, James Cunningham, 
Efq; ruling elders ; from the King's College, Mr Rode- 
rick Macleod, Sub-principal ; from the prefbytery c^ 
Kincardine O'neal^ Mr William Shand'at Lumphanan, 
Mr George Knowles at Birfe, Mr Thomas Gordon at 
Aboyne, minifters, William Macdonald, Efq; ruling elder ^ 
from the prefbytery of Alford, Mr Thomas Bimie at Al* 
ford, Mr George Donaldfon at Kennethmont, Mr Alexan- 
der Smith at Keig, minifters, John Gordon, Efq; of Craig, 
ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Ellon, Mr William 
Duff at Foveran, Mr William Paterfon at Logie, minifters^ 
ProfefFor Thomas Gordon, ruling elder ; from the pref- 
bytery of Garioch, Mr Patrick Davidfon at Reyne, Mr 
George Skein-Keith at Keithall, Mr William Macclidh at 
Cuirahnond,minifters,George Buchan-Hepbum, Efq; ruling 
elder ; from the prefbytery of Deer, Mr Ajadrcw Youngfon, 
at Aberdour, Dr George Moir at Peterhead, Mr Hugh Tay- 
lor at Newdeer,miniflers, Mr John Taylor, clerk to the Sig- 
net, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of TurrcfF, Mr Ro- 
bert DufF at King Edward, Mr Robert Ballingal at For- 
glcn, miniflers, Mr Alexander Forbes, writer, Edinburgh, 
ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Fordyce, Mr Ro- 
bert Grant at CuUen, Mr Walter Chambers at Defkford, 
miniflers, Mr John Robertfon, writer, Edinburgh, ruling 
elder ; from the burgh of Cullen, Mr John RiuGfel junior, 
clerk to the Signet ; from the prefbytery of Strathbogie, 
Mr Robert Innes at Huntly, Mr George Gordon at Mort- 
lich, miniflers, Mr Baron Gordon, ruling elder ; from the 
prefbytery of Aberlour, Mr John Grant at fioharm, Mr 
James Grant at Inveraven, miniflers, Mr Ifaac Grant, 
writer to the Signet, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery 
of Abernethy, Mr Patrick Grant at Duthel, Mr John 
Grant, Kirkmichael, miniflers, Dr Gregory Grant, Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Elgin, Mr 
James Gillan at Speymouth, Mr John Reid at Duttus, mi- 
niflers, Mr Thomas Gordon, clerk to the Signet, rulii^ 
elder ; from the prefbytery of Forres, Mr Alexander Coul 
at Edinkelly, Mr William Stephen at RafFord, mini- 
flers^ Walter Dunbar, Efq; ruling elder ; from the bur^ 
of Forres, Mr Ludovick Grant yWor, writer, Edinburgh ; 
from the prefbytery of Nairne, Mr Hugh Calder at Croy, 
Mr John Morrifon at Naime, miniflers. Bailie John Lo* 
thian, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of 
Invemefs, Mr George Watfon at Inyeraefs, Mr Alexan- 
der 
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der Gordon at Dbyiot, miniflers, Robert Macmtcih^ ETq; 
ruling elder ; from the prelbytery of Clwnonry, Mr ko- ' 
bert Mdnro at Kilmuir Wefter, Mr James Munro at Cro- 
marty, ininifters. Convener John Lindiay^ Edinburgh^ 
ruling elder > from the prcfby tery of Tain, Mr George 
Balfour at Tarbaty Mr Thomas Uirquhart at Rofekeen, 
minifters, Lord Ankerville, ruling elder j from the preC- 
by tery of Dingwall, Mr John Frafer at Kilmorack, Mr 
Daniel Rofe at Dingwall, minifters, Donald Smith, Efq;. 
banker, Edinburgh, ruling elder > fr<Mn the prefbytery of 
Abertarph, Mr Patrick Grant at Bolefkeen^ Mr James 
Grant at Laggan, minifters, Robert Bruce ^neas Mac^ 
fcod of Cadbole, Efqj ruling ekier ^ from the prefbytery 
of Sky, Mr Martin Macpherfon at Slate, Mr Donald 
Il^ackinnon at Strath^ minifters, Lord Macdonatd, ruling: 
elder ; from the preft>ytery of Lewis, Mr Alexander Mac-^ 
kay at Barvas, Mr John Ek)wnie at Stornoway, minifters^ ^ 
the Procurator for the Qiurch, ruling elder j from the 
prefl)ytery of Lochcarron^ Mr Murdoch Maciver at Loch-*^ 
alfti, Mr John Macqueen at Applecrofs, minifters, Willi- 
am-Macleod Baonatyne, Efq; advQcate, ruling elder j 
from the prefl>ytery of Dornoch, Mr iEneasr Macleod ac 
Rogart, Mr Alexander Sage at Kildonan, minifters. Pro- 
fcflbr Hugh Macleod, ruling elder ; from the preft)y tery 
of Tong, Mr Alexander Falconer at Edrachillis, Mr John 
Thomfon at Duraefs, minifters, General Mackay, ruling 
elder j from the prefbytery of Caithnefs, Mr William Su- 
therland at Wick, Mr Thomas Jolly at Dunriet, minifters. 
Bailie Daniel Miller, Canongace, ruling elder ; from the 
prefl)ytery of Kirkwall, Mr William Anderfon at Evie 
and Randal, Mr James Watfon at South Ronald/ay, mini* • 
fters, Mr Alexander Youngfon, writer, Edinburgh, ruling 
elder ; from the burgh of Kirkwall, Mr Malcolm Laing, 
advocate ; from the preft^ytery of Cairftone, Mr James 
Bremner at Walls and Flota, Mr John Falconer at Strom- 
nefs, minifters, Mr George Home baker, Edinburgh, ru- 
ling elder ; from the prefbytery of North Illes^ Mr John 
Anderfon at Stronfay and Edie, Mr James Izet at Weftry, 
minifters ; from the prefbytery of Zetland, Mr John In- 
ches at Nefting, Mr David Thomfon at Walls, minifters, 
Profeilbr I>alzell,, Edinburgh, ruling elder ^ from the 
prefbytery of Edinburgh, Dr John Dryftlale, Edinburgh, 
Mr James Craig at Currie^ Dr David Johnfton, North 
Leith, Dr Andrew Hunter, Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Har^ 
die, Edinburgh, Mr William Greenfield, Edinburgh, mini- 
fters^ Mr Walter Scot^ clerk to the Signet, Mr John Had* 

do^ay. 
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doway, Mr Francis Braidwood, ruling elders ; from the 
city of Edinburgh, the Lord Provoft, Convener Dempfter j 
from the univerfity of Edinburgh, Profeflbr Walker ; 
from the prefbytery of Linlithgow,. Mr James Paton at 
Torphichen, Mr John Henderfon at Queensferry, Mr 
William Peterkin at Ecclefmachen, Mr John Muir at Fal- 
kirk, minifters. Sir William Auguftus Cunningham, the 
Honourable Captain Sandilands, ruling elders ; from the 
burgh of Linlithgow, Provoft Clark j from the burgh of 
Queensferry, Captain James Taylor ; from the prefbyte- 
ry of Biggar, Mr Bernard Haldane at Glenholm, Mr Wil- 
liam How at Skirling, Mr Bryce Little at Covington, mi- 
nifters, Mr James Home, clerk to the Signet, ruling elder ; 
from the preft)ytery of Peebles, Dr James Mo£&t at New- 
lands, Mr Patrick Robertfon at Edlefton, minifters, Lord 
Chief Baron, ruling elder j from the burgh of Peebles, 
Andrew Hamilton, Efq; from the pre£bytery of Dalkeith, 
Dr Henry Grieve, Dalkeith, Mr James Finlayfon, Borth- 
wict, Dr Alexander Carlyle, Inverelk,. minifters, Mr Soli- 
citor-general, ruling elder J from the preft)ytery of Had- 
dington, Dr Alexander Glen at Dirletftn, Mr, Matthew 
Murray at North Berwick, Mr Henry Sangfter at Humbie, 
minifters, John Hamilton Efq; of Pencaitland, ruling' el- 
der ; from the burgh of Haddington, Mr James Veitch 
merchant, Haddington ; from the burgh of North Ber- 
wick, Hugh Dalrymple, Efq; younger, of North Berwick ; 
from the preft>ytery of Dunbar, Mr William Grombie at 
Spot, Mr Aleiander Davidfon at Stenton, minifters, James 
Wilkie of Gilkerfton, Efq; ruling elder ; from the pref- 
by tery of Dunfe, Mr Robert Home at Pol wart, Mr Selby 
Ord at Longformacus, minifters, Matthew Sandilands, 
Efq; ruling elder ; from the preftjytery of Chirnfide, Mr 
George Couples at Swinton, Mr George Tod, Eyemouth, 
minifters, John Stewart, Efq; ruling elder; from the 
preft)ytery of Kelfo, Mr James Richardfon, Morebattle, 
Mr Robert TurnbuU, Sproufton, minifters, the Right 
Honourable Henry Dundas, ruling elder ; from the pref- 
bytery of Jedburgh, Mr John Riccalton at Hobkirk, 
Dr William Burn at Minto, Mr John Hunter at Oxnam, 
minifters. Bailie Dickfon, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from 
the prefl)ytery of Lauder, Dr James Ford, Lauder, Mr Wil- 
liam Gillon at Leg^rtwood, minifters, Hugh Scot, Efq; ru- 
ling elder ; from the prefl)ytery of Selkirk, Mr Stephen 
Oliver, Maxton, Mr William Campbell, Lilliefteaf, mini- 
fters, William Elliot, Efq; ruling elder; from the burgh 
of Selkirk, Richard Tod, Efq; merchant, Leith j from 
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the prefbytcry of Annan, Mr Thomas Snaith, Cumber- 
trees, Wr William-Har<lie Moncrief at Annan, minifters, 
Sir William Maxwell; ruling elder ; from the prefbytery 
of Langholm, Mr William Lfttle at Wcftcrkirk, Mr John- 
Laurie at Efkdalemuir, rainiflers, Mr James Saunders, 
clerk to the Signet, ruling elder ; from the prefbytery 
of Lochmaben> Mr Alexander Brown at Moffat, Mr Ja- 
cob Dickfon at Moufewald, Mr Robert Little, Applegirth, 
minifters, Mr William Gregan, Newmains, ruling elder; 
from the bufgh of Lbchmaben^ Mr Archibald Douglas, wri- 
ter, Edinburgh; from the* prefbytery of Penpont, Mr 
William Grierfon at Glencairn, Mr James Wallace at 
Keir, minifters, John Macmurdo, Efq; ruling elder ; from 
the bureh of Sanquhar, Profeflbr George Jardine ; from 
the prelbytery of Dumfries, Tiv David Lamont at Kirkpa- 
trick-Durham, Mr James Heron at Kirkgunzian, MrWilfiamii 
Macmorrin at Carlaverock, minifters, William Anderfon^ 
Efq; ruling elder ; from the burgh of Dumfries, Alexan- 
der Fergufon, Efq; frqm the preftytery of Kirkcudbright, 
Mr Philip Morrifon at Balmaghic, Mr Thomas Hallidav 
at Kelton, Mr Nathaniel Mackie at Balmaclellan, mini- 
fters, Horatius Cannan, clerk to the Signet, raling elder ; 
from the preft)ytery of Wigton, Mr John Dickfon at Kirk- 
owan, Mr John Stephen at Mochrum, minifters, Mr James 
Jamiefon, ruling elder; from the burgh of Whithorn, 
John Bufhby, Efq; from the prefl^ytery of Stranraer, Mr 
James Caddel, Newluce, Mr Henry Blain at Stonykirk, 
minifters. Bailie Torrie, ruling elder ; from the prefl)yte- 
ry of Ayr, Mr John Macdermid Fcrguftiill, at Straton, 
Dr Andrew Mitchell at Monckton, Dr Patrick Woodrow, 
Tarbolton, Mr James Young, New Cumnock, Mr Thomas 
Miller at Old Cumnock, minifters. Lord Prefident, John 
Hamilton, Efq; jruling elders ; from the burgh of Ayr, 
George Fergufon, Efq; from the prefl3ytery of Irvine, Mr 
Thomas Brifl)ane, Dunlop, Mr William Boyd at Fen- 
wick, Mr Alexander Miller atKilmaurs, minifters, Mr John 
Ruffel, ruling elder; from the burgh of IrVine, the Hon* 
Patrick Boyle ; from the prefbytery of Paifley, Mr John 
Monteith,J^«/V, at Houfton, Mr John Monteith,^mor,.at 
Nelfton, Mr Thomas Burns at Inchinnan, Mr John Finlay 
of the High Church, Paifley^ minifters, John Patiefon, Efq;. 
Mr Alraander Weir merchant, Paifley, ruling elders ; from 
the preft>ytery of Hamilton, Mr Patrick Maxwell, Eaft 
Monkland, Dr Alexander Hutchifon, Hamilton, Mr Ro* 
bert Clawfon, Dalziel,, minifters, Henry Stewart, Efq; ru- 
ling elder ; from the prefl)ytery of Lanark, Mr James 
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Grajy Lanark, Mr James Scot, Carluke, miniflers, BaiHe 
William Telfer, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Lanark, 
Alexander Wight, Efq; advocate ; from the prefbytery of' 
Glafgow, Mr Alexander Dun at Calder, Mr John Telfer,. 
Kilfyth, Mr John Burns, Barony-Parifti, Mr William Ander- 
fon, Gorbak, minifters, Mr John Tenant brewer, Glafgow,. 
Mr Malcolm Macgilivray, Glafgow, ruling elders '; from 
the preflbytery of Dumbarton, Mr James Jemcy at Balfron,, 
Mr George Syme, New Kilpatrick, Mr Andrew Why te at 
Kilmaronock,' minifters. Lord Advocate^ ruling elder; 
from the burgh of Dumbarton,, Sir James Colquhoun,. 
Baronet ; from the prefbytery oT Dunoon, Mr Charles 
Stewart at Strachur, Mr John Mackinnon at Kilmodan,, 
minifters, Robert Cullen, £fq; ruling elder; from the 
prefljytery of Kintyre, Mr Robert Thomfon at Killean,. 
Mr George Robertfon, Campbelton, Mr Dugald Macdou* 
gald at Gigha, minifters, Archibald Macdonald, £{q; ru- 
ling elder ; from the burgh of Campbelton^ Willianx. 
Campbell, Efq; from the burgh of Inverary, Profeflbr 
Williamfon j from the prefl>ytei'y of Lorn, Dr Jofeph 
Macintyre at Glenorchy,Mr ^hn Macfarlane at Kilbran- 
dan, minifters, Colonel Robert Campbell^ ruling elder ;, 
from the preft)ytery of Mull, Mr Archibald Macarthur at 
Kilninian, Mr Alexander Campbell at Ardnamurchan, mini- 
fters, Allan Macdougal, Efq; ruling elder ; to be Commiflion-r 
crs of this General Aflembly, to the efted after men- 
tioned ; with power to the faid Commiftioners,. or their 
quorum, which is hereby declared to be any thirty-one 
of the faid CommifGoners, whereof twenty-one are al- 
ways to be minifters, to meet and convene within the. 
Aflembly-houfe at Edinburgh, the firft day after the diC- 
folution of this Aflembly, at ten of the clock: in the 
forenoon \ and thereafter, the fecond Wedneiday of Au- 
gpft, third Wednefday of November, and the firft Wed- 
nefday of March next to come, and oftener, when and 
where they fliall think fit and convenient, with power to 
the faid Commiffioners to chufe their own Moderator :. 
And likewife, the General Aflembly fully empowers thpir 
faid Commiflloners, or their quorum above mentioned,, 
to cognofce and finally determine,, as they &all fee caufe,. 
in every matter referred, or that fliall be referred to 
them, by an ad: or order of this Afliembly ; aiil to da 
every thing contained in, and conform to the inftruc- 
tions given, or to be given by this Aflembly; and to ad- 
vert to the intereft of the Church on every occafion,. 
that the Church, and prefent eftabliftiment thereof, do 
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not iufler or luftain any prejudice which they can pre- 
vent, as they will be anfwerabie : Provided always, that 
this general claufe be not extended to particular aHairs 
or procefles before Synods or Prelbyteries, that are not 
of univerfal concern to^ or influence «upon the whole 
Church^ And it is hereby appointed, that no private 
procefles be determined, except at the four ftated diets ;; 
and what fhall be determined at one diet of the Commif-. 
iion, with relation to private caufes,. fhall be unalterable 
by any other diet thereof, and fhall fland and continue 
in force till difepproved of by the General AfTembly* 
And the Aflembly renews the iiiflrudions given by the 
General Ailembly in the year one thoufand £evea hun- 
dred and fevenf^en to their Commiflion, and appoints 
the fame to fland in full force as inftrudlions to the Gom- 
miflioners before named, and to be obferved by them in 
all points, a;s if the fame were fpecially here infert ; and 
that they enquire into the publifhing and fpreading of 
books and pamphlets, tending towards the promoting of 
^ opinions of whatever kind, inconfiflent with our Cbu- 
fejion of Faith i and that the recommenders of fiich books 
or pamphlets, pr the errors therein contained, whether 
by word, writ, or print, be called before the faid Com- 
miflion, to • anfwer for the fame. And further, the faid 
Commiflion is hereby empowered to receive any refereui- 
ces and appeals that fhall be made to them from Synods, 
in matters of dodrine, and ripen fuch affairs for the next 
General Aflembly ; and to contribute what they can to 
the fuppreffing of vice and immorality, and give all need^ 
ful idvice and afliflance to Synods and Prefbyteries, upon 
application to them for that end : Likewife, to take care 
that the impreflions of the Holy Scriptures^ the Confejiofi 
ef Faiths and Catecbifmsy and fuck books as are authorifed 
by this Church, relating to the dodrine, worfhip^ difci- 
pline and government thereof,, be corred y and give di- 
regions about printing the fame. And the ; Commiflion- 
ers are appointed and empowered to keep a correfpon- 
dence with the Committee for Reformation of the High- 
lands and Iflands, for fupprefGng Popery and fuperflition, 
and for promoting the knowledge of true religion, and 
carrying on a reformation in thefe parts, and give afUfl*- 
ance and concurrence therein ; and, if need be, to ap- 
ply to the Government for a proper remedy and fpeedy 
redrefs. And the faid Commiflioners are hereby flridly 
prohibited and difcharged to meddle in any other roat^- 
ters than: what are committed and referred to them as 
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above mentioned : And, in all their ablings, they are to 
proceed according to the ads and conflitotion of this 
Church, ana to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the 
prejudice of the fame ; declaring, that, in and for all 
their adings, they {hall be accountable to^ and cenfurable 
by the next General Aflcmbly, as they fhall fee caufe* 
And the General Aflembly appoints the faid Comraiffion- 
ers particularly to obferve the acfts of the General Aflem- 
blies one thoufand feven hundred and twelve, and one 
thoufand feven hundred and nineteen, refpecSing the ap- 
plication of the public m6ney > which two ads arc print- 
ed among the ads of Aflembly one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty-one. And this Commiflion is to contiime 
and endure until another Commiflion be appointed ; and 
members are required to attend the diets of the faid 
Commiflion > apd abfents therefrom are ordered to be no- 
ticed, according to the 17th ad of the General Aflembly 
' held in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fix^ 
And for the better fecurihg of a qu^rum^ and attendance 
of members on the Commiflion^ the General Aflembly 
prohibits the Prefl>ytery of Edinburgh^ or any other Pref. 
bytery within twelve miles thereof, to meet on any oF 
the days or weeks appointed for the meeting of this Com- 
miflion ; and fuch of the members of thefe Prelbyteries 
as are on the Commiflion, are required, all of them to 
give attendance on the diets thereof j and the Prefbyte- 
ries at a greater difltance, who have four or more mem- 
bers on the Commiflion, are to take care, that at leaft two 
of them attend each diet of the fame : And the General 
Aflembly appoint their Commiflion, at their firft meeting, 
to difcufs as many of the caufes and queftions relative to 
the fettkment of vacant churches, which are or fliall be 
referred to them by the AflTembly, as they can overtake. 
And it is further provided, that when any Preft)ytery or 
Synod of this Church fliall decline to comply with the 
lentence of the Commiflion, or to give the fame a full ex- 
ecution, in that cafe the Commiflion is hereby prohibited 
to execute the fame, by appointing any flich correfpon- 
dent meeting, as hats been fome time the pradice, but fliall 
allow the fame to lie over to the enfuing Aflembly, to 
which fuch Prefliyteries or Synods fliall be anlwerable 
for fuch their condud, and are hereby appointed to fend 
up with their Commiflioners their reafons for the lame. 
And that in pafling their fentences, and In ordering the 
execution of the fame, they ftridly obferve the i«h ad 
of the Aflembly one thoufand feven hundred atid thirty-fix. 
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Overture re^efling the Ordination of 
Elders. 

lAinhurgh^ May 31.. ij%i^ 

WHEREAS, great Irregularities have crept into the 
Churchy with refped: to th« ordination of Elders^ 
the General Ailenibly overtures, That it be enad^ed^ 
That no Mlniftet ihould fet apart any peribnto the of- 
fice of Elder in' his congregation^ who has not a fixed re- 
fidence in the parifli, or who is not an heritor in the pa<- 
rifh 5 it being the true meaning and intent pS this Over* 
ture, to prevent Elders being ordained in coagi:egations 
who are in nowife connedled with them : And it being: 
underftood, that any city or town,. where, there are more 
•congregations than one, (hall be held as one parifh^ fo fair 
as re^ds. the purpose of this Overture* 



VIII. ,, 

Overture rcQ)efting die Lkenfif^ of 
Probationers. 

EdinBitfgb, Mt^ 26, 1787. 

THE General Aflembfy haviilg taken undeir their fe^ 
rious confideration, the great daiiger to which the 
interefts of religion and of this Church may be etpofed, 
by Hceniing any to preach the gofpel, who are not duly 
qualified for that important truft, do hereby enad, and 
ordain, that, in all time coming, the following regulation* 
ihall be ftridly obferved : 

I. It is hereby' enadled. That no Student fhall be enter- 
ed upon the roll of any Profeflbr of Divinity, unleis he 
ihall produce to the faid ProfeHbr, a Certificate from the 
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mipifter of the parlih in which he has his u(ual refi- 
dence ; or in his abfencey or during a vacancy in faid pa* 
riih^ from fbme neighbouring miniiler, bearing, that his 
charadter is fuitable to his views ; together with a diplo- 
ma of Mailer of Arts^ or Certificates from the feveral 
Profeffors of Philofophy, under whom he hath ftudied j 
from which it may be clearly afcertained, that in fome 
Univerfity or Univerfitics, he hath gone through a full 
courie of Philofophy, in fome feflions of College prece-^^ 
ding that in which the Certificates are produced^ 

• < 

II. To afford the better fecurity for the regular and 
exemplary condud of Students in Divinity^ it is hereby 
enacted. That upon the conclufio'n of that feifioii in 
which they were firft inroUed by the Profeflbr, they (hall^ 
fbme time within fix kalendar months thereafter^ inti* 
mate to the Prefbyteries, in whofe bounds they have 
their refpedive places of refidence, that they have com- 
menced Students in Divinity ; and that, if any Student 
has occafion to remove from the bounds of one Prefby- 
tery to thofe of another, he %iall, within fix kalendar 
months after faid removal, intimate the fame to the Pre& 
bytery in whofe bounds he is to have his new refidence, 
and produce to them a Certificate of his charadler from 
that Prefby tery with whom he was laft connedted ; or at . 
leaft a certificate of his moral charader from the mini- 
iter of the parifli in which he refided. And it is farther 
cnaded, that the feveral Prefbyteries of this Church,, 
fhall keep exadt lifts of fuch Students of Divinity, as re- 
fide withm their bounds, and watch over the con,dud of 
the faid Students. 

III. The General Aflembly do Iikewife hereby ordain,. 
That all Students who have been inrolled by ProfefTors of' 
Divinity, in the manner prefcribed by this ad, ihall con- 
tinue to profecute the fiudy of Divinity, for the term of 
fix years : Provided always. That if any Student hath gi- 
ven regular attendance in the Divinity Hall, during three 
feffidns, his courfe fhall be confidered as completed in 
four feflloixs ; and that if he hath given regular atten* 
dance in the Hall during two feflions, his courfe fhall be 
confidered as completed in five feflions. And the Aflem- 
bly do farther ordain„ that in each of thefe cafes^ Stu^ 
dents fhall be inrolled by the Profeffors during the feve- 
ral fefCons of their refpedive courfes, and deliver in 
the Divinity Hall^ in the manner herein afterwards pro- 
vided^ 
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vided^ an Eocegefis in Latin on fome controverted head 
in Divinity, a Homily in Englifh, an Exercife and Addi* 
tion, a Ledture on fome large portion of Scripture, and a 
Popular Sernxon, together with fuch other Exercifes, as 
the Profeflbrs fhall thrnk proper to prefcribe. It is like- 
wife hereby enaded, that, in each of thpfe refpedive 
cafes, the courfe Ihall be computed from the commence- 
ment of that feilion in which the Student was originally 
inroUed; and that if a Student be propofed to any 
Prefbytery for trials, during the currency of his fourth, 
fifth or fixth feflion, according to the fpecial nature of 
bis cafe; that feilion ihall be fuilained a& one of his 
courfe. 

IV, Profeilbrs of Divinity are required to attend, as 
much as circumilances may permit, to the condudl of 
fuch Students as are under their care, and, as far as they 
find it pradicable, to iniift. That every Student ihall de- 
liver his fird difcourfe fome time during his fecond fef- 
fion, at the lateil, and the remainder of his difcourfe^ at 
fuch periods as may enable him to deliver the whole of 
them before the end of January of the lail feilion of his 
courfe. 

V. When a Student is to be propofed to any Prefbytery, 
in order to be taken upon trials^ the Prefbytery ihall be 
alone, audi the motion for that purpofe ihall lie upon the 
table till their next ordinary meeting. In the mean 
time, the Prefbytery ihall appoint the member by whom 
the Student has been propofed, to la^ before the iaid 
meeting all the Certificates in favour of the Student, that 
are ufually required on fuch occafions ; to defire him to 
attend the fame, and to inform him, that previouily to 
the meeting, he ought to wait on fuch members of the 
Prefbytery, as have not formerly had an opportunity of 
converfing with him in private. 

yi. When the time appointed for confidering the 
motion is arrived^ the Prefbytery ihall flridly obferve the 
following regulations : 

ift^ The Prefbytery (hall be alone, while they are em- 
ployed in difeufling the feveral preliminaries refpeding 
Students who are propofed for trials* 

arf, They fhall require fatisfying evidence, that every 
Student who is propofed for that purpofe„ has completed 
the twenty-firfl year of his age. 
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'%if No Student fliall be admitted to trials unl^ik he 
produces to the Prefby tery, a Certificate or Certificates, 
from the Profeflbr or ProfefTors of Divinity, undfer 
vrhofe tuition he hath ftudied, bearing, that he hath pro- 
jecuted his ftudies, and delivered his difcourles in the 
manner prefcribed by this a<% $ and that his condud, as 
fiff as confifts with the knowledge of the faid Proffeflbr, 
or Profeflbrs, has been in every refped fuitable to his 
views m ufc. 

4?A, No Prefbytety fliall receive any Student upon 
trials, unlets they are fatisfied that he is of good report ; 
found in his principles j pious, fober, grave, and prudent 
in his behaviour, of a peaceable difpofition, and well af- 
fedted to the happy eflabliihment in this kingdom, both 
in Church and State. And, th^t the Prel!bytery may 
proceed with all due caution, in a matter of fuch pecu* 
liar importance, tbey (hall not agree to the motion in be- 
half ot the Student, unlefs he fliall either have refidied 
^fix kalenaar moilths within theiir . bounds, iitomediately 
previous to the date of their deliberations, or fliall pro- 
duce a certificate of his being qualifi^, as is herein pro- 
vided, from the Prefl)ytery in whofe boands he hath had 
his ufual refidence for that period. . . 

5(A, The Prefbytery fliall not agree to the motion in 
favour of the Student, unlefs they are fatisfied that he 
has made a competent degree of proficiency in thofe fe- 
veral branches of knowledge, which are neceffary to en- 
able him to be an ufeful Preacher of the GofpeL And the 
Greneral Aflembly ordain, that the Prefl>ytery, in order 
to procure full information in this refpedl, fliall examine 
the Student, ftridly and privately, on his knowledge of 
the Greek and Latin languages, and of Philofophy and 
Theology. 

6tb^ If, after thefe preliminary Jfteps have, been taken, 
the Prefby tery fliall be of opinion, that the Student is 
duly qualified in thefe feveral particulars, they fliall re- 
cord this opinion in their minutes, and order their clerk 
to write letters to the feveral Preflbyteries within the 
bounds of the Provincial Synod, two kalendar months at 
kqft before the meeting of the fame^ informing them of the 
Prefbytery's intention to take the [gtudent upon public 
trials ; and bearing, that the feveral certificates in his fa- 
vour, which are required by this ad, have been regular- 
ly laid before them. But it is hereby provided. That 
within the bounds of fuch , Synods as meet only once a- 
year, a Student may be entitled to have thefe circular 

ybetters 



Digitized by 



Google 



General Affmjdy^ I7$K 29 

letters written ^aU':9f^yeiir;rooQfsr tbap WDuM be ptlnerwtfe - 
con^petent* 

VIL The General AflemMy do lifcewife appoint Pfef- 
bytelrie^ to obferve the ifeveral regulaitions wbtcb are .pre- 
ieribed in t^e jippiecUately preceding 6^<%iQB of this aiSt^. 
before they reconEMiiend ^Student as quali^ed to be taken 
upon public trials by any other Prefby cpry^ 

VIIL If a St4;ideQt hath ftudied, either in whole or in 
part, in Univerfities whidb are ;not within iheboiinds of 
this Church, he ihall, when he is propofed to any Prefby- 
tery for trials, be required to produce j&tisfying teftimo* 
nials from the Profeflbrs of Divinity in faid Univerfities ;, 
and the time which tbefe Profefibr^ {hall certify to have 
been employed by bim in ftudying Divinity under their* 
tuition^ fliall be computed in the (ame .manner as if be: 
had prorecute4 his ftudies in any of the Univerfities with- 
in the bounds pf this: Church. But it is hereby provided^ 
That np Stii4^P^9 ^^ ^uch circumft^nees, fliall be admit- 
ted, evei) to thofe private trials which are appointed to be 
takeq before the writing of the circular letters, fooner 
than fix kal^ndar inonths^ after his arrival in Scotland^ 

IX. The General Aiftrably ordain, That if a Preiby- 
tery propofe to take a Student upon public trials, and 
have, with that view,, written the circular letters, as is 
herein required, public intimation thereof (hall be made 
at fome diet of the nesit meeting of the Provincial Synod, 
which ihall not be the laft diet thereof* Ai^d it is like* 
wife hereby ordained. That at fome fubfequent diet of the 
Synod, particular enquiry fhall be made, whether any of 
the niembers of the Court has any objedion to offer 
againft the Student being entered upon public trials. 

X. If the Synod (hall allow the Student to be taken 
upon public trials, the Prefbytery fhall proceed therein 
with all convenient fpeed ; and the Aflenibly appoint th6 
following trials to be taken of the Student, and in the 
order herein mentioned •- \ft^ Catechetic trials on Divinin 
ty, Chroni)logy and Church Hiftory ; 2^/, A trial on the 
Hebrew ai»d Greek languages ; 34 An Enegefis in Latin, 
on fome controverted head in Divinity, with the defence 
of the Thefis ; 4/^6, A Homily in Englifti ; 5/^, An Ex- 
ercife and Addition ; 6<i&, A Ledure on fome large por- 
tion of Scripture \ ^thyh popular Sermon ^y it being un^ 
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derftood, that if the Prefbytery fee caufe, they may exa- 
mine the Student upon the fubjed of thefe feveral dif- 
courfes. 

XL The Student having gone through the feveral trials^ 
which are mentioned in the immediately preceding fee* 
tion of this ad, the Prefbytery are ordained to proceed 
in the following order : 

\fl^ They ihall deliberately and ferioufly take a con- 
jundk view of the whole trials j and if they ihall be of 
opinion, that the Student is not properly qualified to per« 
form the duties incumbent on a Preacher of the Gofpel^ 
they fiiall by no means grant him a licence in his prefent 
circumftances. 

2^, If, upon this review of the trials, the Prefbytery 
are fully fatisfied therewith, they ihall record this opi- 
nion in their niinutes. 

3i/, The Prefbytery ihall then propofe to the Student 
' the queilions which are appointed to be put to all who 
pafs trials, by AA lo. Afiemb, 171 1, and require him to 
fubfcribe the Formula^ which is prefcribed by the faid 
ad. And the General Aflembly flridly prohibit all Pret 
byteries from liceniing any Student to preach the Gofpel, 
who ihall not give explicit and fatisfying anfwers to thefe 
queilions, and fiibicribe the faid Formula. 

4/i&, The Prefbytery fhall order the ad 
againft Simoniacal pradices, to be read to the Student in 
their prefence. 

Laftly^ The Prefbytery fhall appoint their Moderator to 
licenfe the Student to preach the Gofpel, and order their 
Clerk to fumiih him with an extrad of his licence, agree- 
able to the form thereof, which is prefcribed by the laws 
of this Church. 

XII. For the better obfervance of this Ad, the Gene- 
ral Aflembly ordain, ly?. That it fhall be printed among 
their other printed ads ; arf. That it fhall be printed by 
itfelf, in fome convenient form ; 3^, That a copy of this 
feparate edition ihall be tranfinitted to each ProfefTor of 
Divinity in the Univerfities of Scotland j and that the 
faid Profeflbrs fhall read the fame in their refpedive halls, 
once at leafl during every feffion, and at fuch times as 
they have reafon to exped the attendance of the greatefl 
number of Students for that feffion; 4/^6, That a copy 
of the fame edition fhall likewife be tranimitted to the 
Clerks of each Synod and Prefbytery within the bounds 

of 
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of tfiis Church ; and that the faid Clerks (hall keep die 
fame along with their minutes, and bring it up to each 
meeting of their rcfpedive Courts, for the ufe of the 
members; and, /qfify, That when any Prefbytery Ihall 
give a Probationer, an extra<ft of his licence, they fliall 
^bjoin to the form, which is already requifite on that 
occafion, the following words : ** And the Prefbytery do 
•* hereby certify. That, in granting this licence, the Ad 
" of Aflembly refpedling the licenfing o( Pro- 

** bationers, has been ftridly obferved.'* 



♦♦♦^^♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ ♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦o 



IX. 

I 

A6t concerning the Atteftation of Kirk- 
feffions to Commiffions from Burghs. 

It was overtured tcf the General Aflembly; that for remo- 
ving certain difficulties in the mode of attefting com- 
mi^ons from certain burghs^ the Aflembly fhould pais 
an ad to the following purport : 

^T THEREAS, by Ad 9. of Aflemb. 1718, and Ad 4. 
W of Aflemb. 1 720, it is ordained and reqliired, That 
commiflions from royal Boroughs^ to their reprefentatives 
in the General Aflembly, Ihall be attefted by the Kirk- 
fefljons of thie eleding "Boroughs refpedively : 

The Aflembly, confidering that in certain of the great- 
* er boroughs within the bounds of this Church, there are 
feveral pariflies, and different Kirk-fefllons within the roy- 
.alty ; and that, in thefe cafes, there has been hitherto no 
legal enadment to dired the mode in which the feflional 
atteftations are to be adhibited to commifliops from fuch 
boroughs to their reprefentatives in the General Aflembly r 

To remove any doubts wliich may arife in fuch fltua* 
tions, the Aflembly hereby appoints and declares^ That the 
atteftation of any one Kirk-fefllon within the eleding 
Borough fhall be held as competent and fufHcient to all 
the purpofes for which Seflional atteilations are required. 
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X. 



A6t appointing a National Thankfgiving 
in Comini:p[io|ratipn of the Revolijtion 
in 1688. 

Edinburgh^ May 29. 1788. 

THE General Aflembly of the Church of Scotland^ 
recolleding, with gratitude to Almighty God, the 
happy and glorious Event, that in the yean 688 (of which 
the prefent year is the Secular Anniverfary) delivered the 
Nation from Civil and Religious Oppreffion, fet proper 
bounds to the Royal Prerogative, fecured the Liberties 
and juft Rights of the People, and confinhed to this Na- 
tional Church all the Religiovrs Rights and Privileges 
which fhe now enjoys under the Illuftrious Houfe of JHan- 
ov£R» And being fully convinced, that the Principles 
of the Revolution Settlement are the only foundation oa 
which the Security o^the Throne, and the ffappinefs of 
the SubjecSks can be permanently eftablifhed, they think 
themfelves called upon by their duty to God and to their 
Country, to embrace every proper opportunity of recalling 
to the ferious and grateful tecolledlion of the People 
committed to their charge, this fpecial ibterpofition of 
Divine Providence in, their favour, of imprefling on their 
minds a lively Senfe of the Valye of the Civil and RelU 
gious Liberties thereby attained, and of exhorting them 
by every conftitutlonal means, to preferve and tranfmit 
them inviolate to the lateft Pofterity. And confidering 
that the bleffings enjoyed by the People of this free and 
happy Country, in confi^quence of the Revolution, do far 
exceed the meafure of Civil and Religious Advantages,, 
which the Providence of God hath allotted to any other 
Nation : Therefore the General Aflenibl}r did, and hereby 
by do appoint the Jiftb day of November this year^ to be 
obferved, within the bounds of this National Church, as 
a Bay of Solenan Thankfgivlng to Almighty God for the 
Enjoyment of thofe ineftimable Bleffings for a Century 
paft, and of eameft Supplication fojr their Continuance to 
the lateft Generations: And the Aflembly enjoins all 

Minifters 
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Mmiflers to Intimate this Ad from their Pulpks upon the 
^Lord's Day immediately preceding the faid fifth day of 
November this year,, and to accompany the Intimatioa 
with fuitable Exhortations* 



XI. 

A6t appointing the Diet of the next 
General Affembly. 

THE next General Aflembly of this National Church 
is appointed to be held within the New Church Ayle 
of Edinburgh, on Thurfday the 21ft day of May, in the 
year 1789. 

CoiUaed and extraSed from the Records of the General 
JJfembly, 

JOHN DRYSDALE, CI. Ecd. Scot, 
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OF THE 



Actings and Procsedin<;s of the Geoeral AflJimbiy 
of the Church of Scotland, held ia the year 1788,- 
whwJb are oofc printed at foil length. 



May 22. 1788. S^. \ft. 

AF»BE fcrmoo by th« Reverend Mr Robert Lifion, mi- 
nifter of the Qofpel »t Aberdour, Moderator of the 
lall General Ai&mUy, the Miniilers and Ruling El- 
ders convened in the Membly-houie, in the ufu^l man- 
ner, and, after prayer by the (aid Mr Robert Lifton, the^ 
Reverend Dr Archibald Davidfon, Principal of the Col- 
lege of Gltfj^w, being unanimoqily chofen Moderator,, 
he, at the Aflembly'8 defire, took the chain 

The General Aflembly being thus conftituted, the King's 
Commiffion to the Right Honourable David Earl of 
Leven, to reprefent His Majefty's Royal Perfon, was 
read with all due honour and refped, and ordered to 
be recorded.^ 

The King^s moft gracioug Letter to this Aflembly, was 
alfo read with all due honoar and refpe<%, and ordered 
to be recorded^ 

His Majefty's Royal warrant for I^ voqo Sterling, was 
aUb delivered to the Aflembly, and ordered to be re- 
corded^ 

The Commiflionef^s fpeeck at opening the Aflembly, and 
the Moderator's fpeech in return thereto. 

A Letter from Mr William Robertfon, advocate. Procu- 
rator for the Churchy apologizing for his not 4»ttend. 
ing his duty in the Aflembly, on account of his bad 
ilate of health, was given i9, a^d read, and his .excufe 
fuftaaned«. 

A Committee named for ftnrfwering the King's li^ofl gra^^ 
cious Letter.^ 

A Committee named for revifii^g the commii&6as to the 
menders of this Aflemi)ly, cenfuring ab&nts from the 
diets 4diereof, naming Miniflers to preach before his 
Gi^ce the Kiog^s Commiflickner, and receiving in Lifl:s 
of Probationers in the feveral Pte(byteries, in order to 
their being recorded^ 

K A 
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A Committee for overtures named. 

A Committee for bills^ references^ and appeals^ named* 

Adjourmennt* 

May aj. 1788. Seff. 2d. 

Sederunt. 

New commiifions produced. 

A diet fpent in Prayer. 

The Ad 7. of Aflemhly 1718, for the better difpatch of 
the bufinefs of the Aflembly, read^ and the obfervation 
thereof enjoined. 

Mr Andrew Dalzel, Profeflbr of Greek in the univerfity 
of Edinburgh^ unanimoufly appointed afllftant-clerk to 
Dr John Dryfdale, principal clerk of the Aflemhly, du* 
ring all. the diets of this Aflemhly, and the commif- 
fions thereof, on account of the faid Dr Dryfdale's in- 
firm ftate of health. 

Miniflers named to preach before his Grace the King's 
High Commiflloner. 

The Committee for overtures and bills, appointed to meet 
this evening at feven o'clock, i\\ the ufual places. 

Adjournments 

May 2^. 1788. SeJ/: ^d. 

Sederunt. 

New commiflions produced. 

The Report of the Committee for revifing commiflions^ 
having pafled the Committee for overtures, was called 
for, read, and confidered by the Aflemhly.^ 

It was objeAed to the commiffion from the Prefl)ytery of 
Lauder, That ** the Prefl)ytery cannot atteft, that the 
" ruling elder, Mr Scott^ Juniar of Harden, has yet fign- 
•* ed the formula^ he being now in London.*' The 
Aflemhly approved of the report of the Committee for 
overtures, viz. That it is competent for Mr Scott to * 
purge the objedion at the bar, on his appearance in the 
Aflemhly. 

The commiflion from the Prefl)ytcry of Sky rejeded,. 
becaufe it wants the atteftation altogether, and the 
commifliioners names ordered to be expunged from the 
roll. 

It was objeded to the commiflion from the burgh of Ir« 
vine, " That the refolution to eledt was upon the 29th 
" of March, and the day of eledion on the 8th of 
" April.*' The Aflembly, without a vote, repelled the 
objedion, and fuftained the commiflion.. 

It 
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It was objeAed to the commiflions from the burghs 
of Inverary and Sanquhar, " That the atteftation of 
" the kirk-feflion of both, wants the words attefied byJ"^ 
The Aflembly repelled the objections, and fuftained 
the commiflions. ' 

The draught of an Anfwer to the King's moft gracious 
Letter to this Aflembly, being brought in^ a motion was 
made and fecbnded, That certain words fhould fland 
part of the Anfwer ; and the following fl:ate of a vote 
was agreed to, Adopt or Not ; it being underflood, if 
it carried Adopts that the propofed words fliould fland 
part of the Anfwer j and if it carried Not^ that they 
fliould be rejedled j and the roll being called, and 
votes marked, it carried by a great majority. Not. The 
Aflfembly, therefore, rejeded the above motion, and 
approved of' the original Anfwer, which his Grace 
the Commiflioner, at the Afl^embly's requeft, undertook 
to tranfrait to His Majefty. 

The roll of caufes tranfmitted by the Committee for bills^ 
called for, produced, and read over. 

The whole of the proof in the caufe of Dalton, ordered 
to be printed ; and the time for other caufes fixed. 

A Committee named to revife the regifter of the adings 
and proceedings of the Commifllon of the laft General 
Aflembly j^ and to coUedl any overtures made by the 
laft Commifllon* to this General Afl^embly, i^c. 
. A Committee named to revife the regifter of the adings 
and proceedings of the Committee named by laft Af^ 
fembly, for managing the Royal Bounty for the refor- 
mation of the Highlands and Iflands. 

A Committee named to ailWit and revife the accounts of 
the Procurator and Agent for the Church, confider the 
ftate of the Church's public money, and prepare over- 

. tures about the fame. 

The Committee for overtures appointed to meet this even- 
ing at feven o'clock, and' empowered to receive in 
from the feveral members, any inftrudions given to 
them by the refpedive Synods or Preflbyteries, clafs the 
matters therein contained, and prepare overtures there- 
on to the Aflembly j and to receive in and confider 
any accounts that (hall be given them of the ftate of 
the Church in the North Highlands, particularly con- 
cerning the growth of Popery and fuperftition, and 
prepare oven fires for preventing and fupprefling thereof 

Committee for bills appointed to meet this evening. 

Adjournments 
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May 26. 1788. Sef.jffb. 

Sederunt*. 

New Commiflions produced, 

'The Committee for revifiog CommiiBoiis appointed to 
meet this evening. 

The report of the Committee for overtures called fn, 
given in, and read. 

Agreed to confidcr the overtures in the following order, 
VM. To-morrow, i^, The overture from the Synod of 
Merfe and Teviotdale, riefpeding the fiippreilion and 
annexation of benefices: 2d^ The overtures anent the 
taxes upon the clergy ; and^ 3^^, The overtures re-; 
fpeding the fale of patronages during a vacancy* And 
to confider on Wednefday, i^, The overtures concern-- 
ing the commemoratioil of the Revolution ; and, adfy^ 
The overtures relative to the Slave-trade. 

The report of the Committee for bills called for, given in^ 
and read, and all petitions relating to the public mo- 
ney, referred to the Committee on public accounts. 

A Committee named to rcvife the Synod-book of Olenelg*. 

None of the other Synod-books brought up to this Ailem* 
bly. Refolved, that the reafons thereof be enquired into. 

The deliverance of laft General Adembly, refpeding the 
glebe of Stlrichen, and the report and opinion by the 
Procurator on that affair, in confequence of thefleps that 
had been taken fince lafl Af&rably, being read, the 
Aflembly un^nimoufly agreed to adopt the faid opinion,, 
and therefore remitted the above affair to the Procura- 
tor and Agent for the Church, authoriiing them, in the 
name and by the authority of the General Aflembly,. 
and at the public expence of the Church, to take fuch 
ileps as may be neceflary to iet the faid excambion afide^ 

The reference from the Syiiod, and from the Prefbytery 
of Aberdeen, concerning the number of elders the 
Kirk-felfion of Aberdeen is entitled to be reprefented 
by, in the Synod and Prefbytery, being read, and con- 
fidered, the Aflembiy, without debate, unanimoufly 
found. That the Kirk-feffion of Aberdeea have no right 
to fend more than one elder to reprefent them, either 
in the Prefbytery or Synod of Aberdeen. 

The Committee for overtures and bills appoiated to meet 
this evening. 

Adjournment* 
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May 27. 1788. Sef 5/A. 

Sederanu 

Report of the Committee for overtures, read and appro- 
ved. 

Report of the Committee for bills called for, given in, 
and read. 

A motion was made to addrefs His Majefly on the im- 
portant events of laft year, i^c. The confideratioa 
whereof delayed till after the difcuffion of the bufinefs 
appointed for to-morrow. 

The overture from the Synod of Mcrfe and Teviotdale^ 
refpedting the fuppreffion and annexation of benefices^ 
remitted to the Procurator for his opinion.^ 

The overtures from the Synod of Dumfries, from the 
Prefbytery of Biggar, and from Mr Sutherland at Wick, 
. anent the taxes upon the Clergy, referred to a Commit- 
tee, to meet to-morrow at ten o^clock, and to give in 
their report to the Aflembly on Friday nlext. 

The confideration of the overtures anent the fale of pa- 
tronage, delayed till to-morrow. 

The Committee on public accounts, and the Committees 
for revifing the Commiflion-record, and the Royal Boun- 
ty recordy appointed to meet to-morrow morning. 

Agreed to take up Dv Bryden's caufe an Thurfday, and 
Mr Liddel's,.as the firil private caufe thereafter. 

The Committee named by laft Affembly, on the overtures 
anent the fale of patronage during a vacancy, appointed 
to meet to-morrow morning. 

Adjournment. 

May 38. 1788. Sef 6th. 

Sederunt. 

The Procurator and Agent's accounts, f!fc. with the report 
of the Committee thereon produced, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The Aflembly proceeded to deliberate on the overtures 
from the Synod of Glafgow and Ayr, and from the Sy- 
nod of Galloway, anent the fale of patronage during a 
vacancy ; and agreed, that it is at prefent unneceflary 
to enter into the farther confideration of them. At 
the fame time, the Aflembly repeated that ftrone difap- 
probation which the laft Aflembly exprefled of Simo- 
niacal pradlices, and declare their firm refolution to 
exercife the powers with which the Conftttution hath 
invefted them, in preferving the purity of the members 
of this Church ; and difmifled the overtures accordingly. ^ 

L The* 
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The Aflembly proceeded to confider the overtures from 
the Synods of Galloway,, Glafgow and Ayr, Lothiaa 
and T-weeddale, fife, Angus and Meams, and from the 
' Prefby tery of Dundee, for commemorating the Revolu- 
tion in 1688. Unanimoufly approved of the overtures^ 
and appointed a Committee to draw up an Ad of Af^ 
fembly to that effed, to be laid before the Houfe to- 
morrow. 

The overtures from the Synods of Lothian and Tweed- 
dale, Merfe and Teviotdale, and Angus and Meams, re- 
lating to the Slave-trade, read and coniidered. After 
long reafoning, a motion was made and feconded, 
" That the General AfTembly having coniidered the 
•' above overtures, approve of the fpirit thereof, and 
'*- think themfelves called upon, as men, as Chriftians, 
" and as members of this National Church, to declare 
** their abhorrence of a traffic fo contrary to the 
*^ rights of mankind^ and the feelings of humanity, and 
^' their eameft wifh, that the wifdom and mercy of the 
" Legiflature may be fpeedily exerted for the relief of 
*^ that unhappy portion of their fcUow-creatures^'*^ 
Another motion was made and feconded, That the AC- 
fembly ihould petition the Honourable Houfe of Com* 
mons upon the fubjed of the. Slave-trade. The Houfe^ 
after farther reafoning, unanimoufly adopted the firft 
motion ; and , with refpedl to the laft, the following 
ftate of a vote was put. Petition or Not ; and the roll 
being called, and votes marked, it carried Not ;' there-^ 
fore the AflTembly refufed to petition the Houfe of 
Commons on the above (iibjed. 

The AflTembly having reiiimed the confideration of the 
motion of yefterday for an addrcfs to His Majefty, re- 
mitted the fanf^ to the Committee appointed to draw 
the Adt for the thankfgiving in commemoratioa of the 
Revolution in 1688, to prepare faid addrefs, and to lay 
the fame before the Houfe as foon as pofllble. 

The Aflembly agreed to refolve themfelves into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, to conflder the caufe of 
Dalton, to meet next day at eleven o'clock. 

Agreed to take up the overture about the atteftatioa to 
commiflions from burghs on Saturday. 

The Committee for bills to meet this evening, and the 
Committee on new applications, to-morrow. 

Adjournment. 

May 
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May 29, 1788. Sef. ytB. 

Sederunt. 

The report of the Committee for bills called for, given 
in and read^ ' 

The report of the Committee of the whole Houfe, in the 
caufe at the inftance of Robert Henderfbn of Cleugh- 
heads, and others, heritors, elders, and heads of fami- 
lies in the parifh of Dalton, againft Dr William Bry- 
den, minifter of that pariih, called for, given in and 
read. The General Aflembly approved of the report^ 
finding, That the firft and third articles of the libel 
are not proven :' That the (econd and fifth articles have 
been abandoned by the profecutors, as confcious that . 
they are unable to adduce the fhadow of proof in fup- 
port of them : That it is not proven, under the fourth 
article, that Dr Bryden is an habitual curfer and fwear- 
er; and therefore the Aflembly aflbilzied the faid Dr 
Bryden from all thofe articles of the libel : But, in re- 
gard it appeared in proof, and . is acknowledged by Dr 
Bryden in his defences, that he has, upon feveral occa- 
fions, in the heat of paflion, uttered expreiCons irreve- 
rent towards Almighty God, and unbecoming the cha- 
raiSter of a clergyman, the AflTembly appointed the Mo- 
derator to give a fharp rebuke to Dr Bryden from the 
chair, for having taken the name of God in vain, and 
earneftly to admonilh him to guard againft all fuch ex- 
preflions in time to come. This judgment intimated 
to the parties at the bar, and Dr Bryden rebuked and 
admonifhed by the Moderator accordingly. 

The report of the Committee appointed to prepare an adl 
. for a National Thankfgiving, in commemoration of the 
Revolution in 1 688, given in, read and approved of,. 
(Vide printed Ads) ; and the Agent for the Church 
authorifed to caufe 1000 copies of the ad to be print- 
ed, and to tranfmit a copy thereof tfo every pariih with- 
in the bounds of this Church, betwixt and the firft of 
September next. 

The draught of an addrefs to his Majefty, on the import- 
ant events of laft year, which prevented our being in- 
volved in war, and on the glorious Revolution in the 
year 1688, brought in and approved ; and his Grace 
the Commiflioner undertook to tranfinit the fame to his 
Majefty. 

The Committee for overtures appointed to meet to-mor- 
row at half puft ten o^clock* 

Adjournment* 

May 
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Mijf30» I788. SeJlSti^. 

Sederunt. 

The report of the Committee for overtures, on the re- 
turns to overtures tranfmitted by laft Aflembly, given 
in and read, and ordered to lie oa the table till next 
day. 

The opinion by the Procurator on the overture from the 
Synod of Merfe and Teviotdale, anent fuppreflion and 
annexation of benefices^ given in and read. The AC- 
fembly, after reafoning, agreed to adopt the faid opi- 
nion } therefore difmiSed the overture, as propoiing a 
remedy which is incompetent, and as unneceflary ; be- 
' caufe the General Aflembly are confident, that all the 
Pre(byteries of this Church, when they are fummoned 
as parties in any procefe of annexation or fuppreflion,. 
will attend carefully to the intercfts of religion withia 
their bounds, and to the circumftances of the cafe, be- 
fore they exprefs their confent. 

The report of the Committee appointed to confider the 
overtures refpedting the taxes on horles, and other taxes, 
given in and read. The Aflembly approved of the faid 
report; and agreeable thereto, appointed a (landing 
Committee to watch over the interefl:s of the Clergy ia 
that matter, and to take what fl:eps they may think 
proper for obtaining relief. 

The report of the Truftees of the fund eftabliihed by ad 
of Parliament, for a provifion to Minifter's widows, 
Cffr. containing an account of their proceedings fince 
laft General Aflembly, and a ftate of the 'fund under 
their management, given in, and ordered to lie on the 
table till a future diet : And upon a motion, the thanks 
of the Houfe were given from the Chair to Sir Henry 
Moncrieff^-Welwood, for his fidelity, attention, and pru- 
dence in the management of the fund. 

An appeal, tranfmitted to the Aflembly at the inftance of 
Mr Francis Liddell, minifter of the gofpel at Orphir,^ 
from two interlocutors of the Synod of Orkney, the 
lafl whereof was a refolution to fufpend the appellant 
fine d\t^ on account of alleged falfehood, prevarication^ 
and infult to their Judicatory j the Aflembly, in re- 
fpedof the irregularity of the procedure of the Synod 
of Orkney, reverfed the relblution of Auguft 1787, 
and found, that there is no evidence before this Aftem- 
bly, of Mr Liddell's having been guilty of falfehood and 
prevarication ; but, in refpeft that Mr Liddell, at the 
bar of the Aflembly, has thrawn out unfubflantiated 

charges 
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cWges off.eriraes) 4gahlft: mmifteiffr; in the Sjinod) of 
Orkney,^ and, upon various other /OCcafiQBS,.(asj appears 
^..froiattu^i papers on tbe liable^ aod^ as, admkteGbb}'t'him(- 
ikMPj; ha^ djdTQwn ouc tlbe like tin&bAanitiat€d;}oh'ajr4|es 
. off crimes; againft a* particular nxinifter in. faixi %a<bd, . 
teoidingitc^ injure hts moral character, and toi d^sftroy 
his^ ufef»lnefs^ the^ Afiembly declared their bigbrdif^ 
pleaiure; atrfach ,a%erfions/. and oixlained theiMefieila;^ 
tor toj;rcbuke the iaid Mr Liddell: at the bar ibr^Jhe 
r.i^me^i.znAi appbinted extracts of) this. fentencej.tD; be 
» > tranfrimccd to ; the^ Prefbyteries of Qairfl!on .aood^Kirk' 
: ( ; w;all,i . and to the Synod of (^kney ^ : ahd appbinri tl?em 
tOfrecordithe^ faid! extracts i in thdbr Tefpedive books. 
The above judgment intimated to the parties, and. tMr 
. LiddeU rebluked by. the; Moderator' aecordiikglyL,:-^ • ;! 
A^eed to^ tafcte upi the, caufeofi Patrick M^gcorgeiioiBra- 
:".co uext^day.*:,., . . ... ; ;^; -,•.;.•::• ..;^ ; ,.!/.;;:.': 
Appointed tisqCoiiiraktees/fbr rev3iing..tbe. Commiifion- 
: record,^ anditHeiRc^aliBouaity iecard,.to beije^lytd 

give in their reports nextdayt 
Adjournment;. ' 'i ; V^ ' 

Sederunt;'!.:. '.' ". • 

A£t approvlnr^. of the account of Mr William Riobertfbn, 

Advocate, Procurator! for' the Ghnrc^, and exonering 
t ^ and difdoar^ng. hink and his cautioners of the fbm of 
nrJL 5o>^: OVoH Sterli^giwdiiburfed by:him,anda^pcftnu 
. ing^. tihati :heldebiid/himielF in bismext account vvritb 
111 the ii!uab:-)of L; .3:7 Vi'\i » Sterling, being the . babnce- 
• ian'his'hftndi- ' •" -•- »•••'•'' j • •- . • . 

Adk approving of the accourtp of Mt !Oebrge Qaimcrofs^ 

Agent for the Church, and exonering and difcharging 
. him of I3be finn'Of^L^i95 ^ 12 : iby St«rliiig, diflEiurfed 

by< hicn^ -and appoiming that he debit ihimfelfr in; his 

next account wiiKuhe foni ofi Ii^<6: 1-2: li Steriipg^ 
^beingtheTaalarice in jh^i^.h^ in; ... . 

Ad approving of the' acidnnt o€ Mr J^tnes Dtbkfopv^^nn^ 

ter td^tHe-tDhutichi aud^ payment- orSWed; m : 

A^ ap^rdwtigJof the>aecbimt of Mr Elphingflon^BalftMkf, 
ii:*8t^tida»rife^r-' the GhuMb, a»d paymettW ordered;. 1 . 
Ad approving of the account of Mr William Mtfcray, 
-jsfelerk a^peibfedby^'the Committee ott the ^ibrroc^ 

cefs, a«d) payment «pdcrfedii '• ::..:; 
Hie r^pAYir^of tlte'Coin^ittee named t^'coyiUBer-'thb ap- 

nlications for Ihares of the public mfi^iiieyi together 
^•i^ith. Che opinion of the Procurator and Committee 

thereon, given in, and read. 

M The 
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The defire of the petition for Mr Robert Gun, Minifter 
of Latheron, refiifed. 

The prbcefs of fufpehfion depending before the Court of 
S^on, between Mr Andrew Brown, minifter of Falk- 
land, and his Heritors, refpeding his^ manfe, offices, 
and glebe, remitted to. the Procurator and Agent for 
the Church, to be carried on at the public expence. 

The petition for Mr Robert Thomfon, Minifter of Kil- 
lean, ordered to lie on the table, on account of the 
preient fituation of the funds } but the Aftembly 
recommends the petitidner to future Ailemblies, to 
grant him (uch aid from time to time, as the funds of 
the Church will permit, until he be completely reim- 
•burfed. i 

The ca& of Mr Alexander Stronach, Minifter of Loch- 
broom, remitted -to the Procurator and Agent: for the 
Church, to give their aid to the Minifter in refifting 
any encroachment that may be made upon his glebe* 

The petition for the Synod of Mterfe and Teviotdale, and 
Preft)ytery of Kelfo, refufed. 

The Procurator authorifed to pay Dr Brown, Minifter of 
Newhills, the fum of L. 30 Sterling, after the debts al- 
ready on the fond are paid. 

The report of the Vifitors of the CommiiGon-book given 
in, and read, and the CommiiCon's condu<% approven 
of,, and their book ordered to be attefted. 

The report of the Committee for naming the members of 
the Commiflion, and preparing tnftrudions to them, 
given in, and approven of. The Aftembly added thereto^ 
Dr William Taylor, one of the Minifters of Ghdgow, in 
place of the Moderator, and alfo added all thdfe whofe 
Commiftlons had been rejeded on account of informa«* 
lity. 

The report of the Vifitors of the Royal Bounty Regiftcr, 
giveii in, and read. The conduct of the Managers ap- 
proved of, and tbeir book ordered to be attefted. 

A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty thi* 
year, with a Commiftion, and tnftrudlions to them. 

The Synod-book of Glenelg ordered to be attefted. 

The Conunittee ort the Scheme for ereding new Pariihes 
in the Highlands and Iftaods renewed, with. the former 
powers. 

The Committee on- the En^ie food renewed with the for-» 
mer powers, with addition^ to the Committee. 

The Con^mittee on the Form of Proce& renewed with 
the fproier powetftw 

The 
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The OreFture ahent atteftatiotis <^ .CommiilionstjirQm 
Burghs^ to their RepMentatives to the Geojeral Aflem- 
bly, confidered ; and after reafoningvtKe ilate of a 
vote was put, Approve or Difmifs J and the roll being 
called, and votes marked, it carried -^^^w^;. The 
Aflembly therefore approved of the overture, and i or- 

- dained the faidae to be enaded accordingly. {Fide 
Printed Ads.) Againft which feveral members dif- 
(ented, and others who might adhere^ were allowed to 
enter their diflents on Monday. 

An appeal at the inftance of Patrick M acgeorge in Braco, 
' from a fentence of the Synod of Dumuies, of date the 

* 17th Odobcrlaft, heard. The Affembly, without de- 
bate, unanitooufly reverfed the fentence of the Synod,, 
found the exculpation relevant, and remitted to the- 
!5y nod to allow a proof thereof* ; 

Adjournment; . . 

Junrz. .178S. Sejf.xilt. 
Sederunt,^ 

A new ComniilCfo*!* produced, read, and fuftained. 
Some member-s jollied in the diflent from the decificm of 

* Saturday, on * the overttore anfent atteftatrons to Com- 
miffions from Burghs. The reafons of diflent were gi- 
ven in, read, and ordered to lie i« r^?tf»//x. 

•Upon a moticSn, the Aflembly refumed the confideration . 
6f the petition of Mr Robert Gun;, miniiler of Lathe- 
ron i and the deliverance of laft Aflembly upon the pe- 
tition of Mr William Mitchell, minifter of Tingwall, 
being read, the Aflembly remitted to the Procurator 
^nd Agent for the Church, to take fijch ftcps in the 
procefs of augmentation at the inftance of Mr Gun a- 
gainft his heritors, or in any other procefs of augmen- 
• ration," refting upon grounds fimilar to thofe of Lathe- 
ron and Tingwall, as may appear to them necefl&rf^fcnd 
expedient for feri«ging the faid proceflfes to a final iflue. 

* The overture concerning theJicenfing of Probationers, 

ordered to be retranfmitted, with the addition of the 
following words, in. Paragraph 6th,. fed.. 6th of the 
fame, to be inserted after the words/" Provincial Sy- 
'^'nod,'* viz. '*' Two kalendar months at leaji before the 
'* meeting oftbefame.^^ And the Aflfembly renewed the 

' btder oii rrelbyteries to iend up thoit returns to next 
Aflembly. {Vide Printed Ads)^ . 1 ; 

The overture concerning ordination of elders, alfo order- 
ed to be retranfmitted. {Vide Printed Ads)^ 

The 
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The' overture I iivMh the Syhod .of Miefffe^ aiid Tevhitdahrr 
aneht 'Preachers or Minlfiers o«t of the bounds of this 
Churchy difmi^d irr /&ar^/tt« ; ' 

A memorial and ipctition ^r the minifter and elders of the 
Pre£byteirian congregation of the Qty. of St Joho in the 
province of New Brunfwiclc^ read** The Ai&mbly ha- 
ying confidered (aid petition, approve of that attachment 
to the* Church' of Scotland, .which is therein expref^ed, 

^ aod of thei plotjs zeaL of the p^tittondrs in proinoffng 
the interefts of true reJigioti ; but regret that the Hate 

. X)rthc funds of the Churfch, and the ctrcumftance^ <tf 

this x:ountry/do not permit :thfe General Afljbmbly to 

• 'giire them, pecimiary aid. The AflemWy do furt^her 

^ jempower their Moderator to exprefs to the petitioners,, 
the brotherly regard :which . this Church entertains for 
the Prefbyterian congregation of the City of St John, 
in the province of New Brunfwick, and XQ trai^fmit to 
them a copy of this deliverance upon their petition. 

A petition for Mr .Richard Robertfon, fome time minifter 
at Dalziel, craving aid, read. The Allembly reii&itted 
the fame to the pKOcurator, with i^ft rontons to him 
CO enquire into the fads, aod endeavour to fuggeft fome 
method of relief for the petitioner, to^ he laid before 
next Aflembly. . ' . . 

The report of the Truftefcs of the fund eftabliflie^ by A6t 
of .Parliament for a provifioafor MinifterstwidQW^t &9* 
again called for, and oraered to be recorded in the fe- 
paraccregifter kept for that purpofe. 

Lift of Probationers produced, their' names read out,* and 

.« ordered to be recorded. 

All caufes brought before. this Aflembly, and not d«ter-. 

;; mined by them, referred tjo the ConiQsiHipa. 

Proteftation admitted. * . . . ^ 

A: Committee named, to revife the nainutes. of the Aflem- 

!jfrtt/^'s proceedings, at tfeis and all. other diets thjer^eof, 

and to pitch .upon £uch of the A<5ts"^rthe Aiieis^ly as^ 

. : arc to be ftancling rules, in. order to tiieir beingprinted* 

qThe Moderator's fpeech to the Aflembly^ anid .bia Majeily'& 

Commiflioner. " , ' .. 

>Thfc Lord (Ji*mmiiEoncr!s: fpeech to the^ AfiemWy ^ 

Ad: appointing. next meeting of the 'Aflembly. /(Vide 

-Printed Afts.) — : '. 

'The Aflembly concluded imhrpi'ayer, £nging of {^iblms^. 
and pronouncing the bleffibgi. \. ;i . 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE PRINCIPAL 

ACTS 



O F T H E 



General MmUv 



O F T H E 



C H U R C H 

O F 

SCO T LA N D, 

Convened at EDINBURGH, the 21ft Day of May 1789. 

COLLECTED AND EXTRACTED FROM THE RECORDS BT THE CLERK THEREOF* 




EBIUBVKGH: 

PRINTED BY JAMES DICKSON, PRINTER TO THE CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND, 

M.DCC.LXXXIX. 



Digitized by 



Google * 



fr 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE PRINCIPAL 

AC T S 



OF THE 



General MtnMi^ 



OF THE 



Church of Scotland, 

Begifn at EdikburgH, the 2ift Day of May 1789, 
and concluded the ift Day of June in the faid 
Year. 



I. 

The KiNG^s Commiffion to David Earl 
of Leven produced, and ordered 
to be recorded. 



Edinburgh^ May 21. 1789* 

|HE General Assembly of this National 
Church being convened and conftituted, 
there was produced to them, by the Right 
Honourable David E^rl of Leven, thcN 
King's Commiflion, fealed with the Seal ap- 
pointed by the Treaty of Union to be kept and ufed in 
Scotland^ in place of the Great Seal of Scotland, making 
and conftituting him his Majefty's High Commiilionep 

and 
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and Reprefentative in this Aflembly ; which Commiifion 
was publicly read with all due honour and refped, and 
ordered to be recorded in Ae Books of Aflembly; — 
the tenot- whereof follows : 

f^MORGIUS, DH gratia^ Magna Britannia^ Fr^npia et 
^^ Uibernia Rex^ Fidei Definfor: Omnibus probis bamrnibus^ 
ad quos prafcntes liter a nqftra pervenerint, /alutem. ^ando^ 
quidem Nos conftder antes ^ quod gensralis eccleftbe Scotia con- 
ventus in vigejimum-primum diem Maii proximi convenire ordi- 
natusfuit; Nofquei abwd^ c»pidi, et neceJTarium ejfejudicantes 
in commodum diSla etciefia^ ut idem tccl^a generalis convent us 
die Jlatuto debite obfervetur^ atque rebus magni momenti Nos 
a lid vocantibus, didlo conventui perfonaliter interejfe nequimus; 
Nofque abunde fatisfoRi de fiifficientii et fidelitate fidelijffimi et 
pradile6tijjimi nojlri confanguinei Davidis Comitis de Leven, 
qtfod adfmmmn wwmis noflnfuppemi Commijionm-ii ^d diSium 
generatem conventum rit^ exercendum et obeundurA ufquequaque 
Jit inJiruSlus : Noveritis igitur, Nos nominajfe^ conjlituijje^ et 
oriw^e^ UwnqfW praf^utium^ nominare^ jp^fiitu^rcy $t c^i- 
o^re^ memoratum^ Jideli^mm ^ Pradile^lffimum, npjirum con^ 
fanguineum Davidem Comitem de Leven, fupremum vipjlrum 
CommiJJionarium diSio generali ecclejia Scotia conventui, d^^do 
et concedendo illi plenam potejlatem^ commijjionem^ et warran- 
ttan^ facram nbjtratn perfonam et^ auctontatenf rtgaltm reprt^ 
fentandi, nee non prafentiam nojlram fupplendi^ et locum nojlrum 
in di6io fubfequenti generali couventu^ tanquam CommiJ/ionario 
nojlro ad hunc effedtum fpeciahter conjlituto^ tenendiy omniaque 
alia ad imperium et munus CommiJJionarii pro generali ecclefia 
iomentu pirggeJic^, t^m pkn^ i^dfo^e Uber^j^.q^o^js n^^^^ 
quam quilibet alius in eadem fu^mo munere feceraty feu quovis 
iempore praterita facey^ pBtueraij «/ acjtno^ ipfi perfonaliter 
prafentes facere potuerimus. ^afue omnia et jfinguJa qua 
ditius David Comes de Leveni in hac nojira comihijione pro- 
fequenda legitime fecerity feu fieri ordinaverit^ nos Jirmiter 
approbamuSj et ratificamus. Infuper omnibus et fingulis di£li 
cdnventus et eeclefia pafiortbus et prefbyteris caterifque quibuf- 
cunque^ intra i Ham partem Magnat Britannia S^otisajxvocatapis 
JUbditis nojiris^ cujufcunque gradus feu qualitatfs^' ut diBum 
Davidem Comitem de Leven, tanquam fupremum nqfirum 
Commifftonarium^ qufiad ejfeBum jet moaum jupra mentionatujp^ 
revefeavfur^ agnofcant et audiant ^ Jlri^e mandamus et pra- 
cipimus : Atque oanc nofiram Commifftonem a diSo vigefimo^ 
prima die Maii proxitni incipere^ et deinceps durante-fubfequente 
feffione diSli generalis conventus in vigore continuoi^^ decla- 
ramus ^ vet ufque dum a nobis revocabiturj et exonerabitur. 

In 
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In cujus ret teftimoniumy pr/tfentibus figillum noftrum per uni-^ 
ottis traSlatum euftodiend. et in Scotia vice et loco Magni Sigilli 
tjufdem utend. ordinal, appendi mandavimus. Apud aulam 
nojlram apud St Jameses ^ vigejimo-o&avo die Apr His ^ anno 
Domini millejimo feptingentejimo pSogeJimo-nono, Regnique nof^ 
tri anno vigefimo-nono. 

Per Jignaturam manu S. D. N. Regis fuprqfcriptam. 



tmmtm0t0mm0t0K0mmm 



n. 

The King's moft gracious Letter to tlie 
General Aflembly, prefented to them 
by his Majefty's Commiflioner* 

GEORGE R. 

RIoHT RsvERBND and Well -beloved, We greet you 
Well. — The unwearied attention which you have 
Ihewn to the great caufe of Religion and Virtue, and the 
repeated proofs We have received of your duty and af- 
fcdion to Our Perfon and Govenunent, have juftly en- 
titled you to thofe marks of approbation which We have 
fo frequently given to you. You may reft ailured, that 
the continuance of fo laudable a condudl will always meet 
with Our Royal Protedion ; and we have great fatisfac- 
tion, on the prefent occafion, in repeating to you Our 
determination to fupport and maintain the Church of 
Scotland, as by law eftablifhed, in the full and free en- 
joyment of all her juft rights and privileges. 

The harmony and unanimity which have conftantly 
prevailed in your proceedings, are fo eflentially neceflary 
to the dignity and efficacy of your deliberations, that 
We are perfuaded you will carefully avoid all animofities 
and perianal altercations, and that your Councils will be 
•directed to the laudable purpofes of enforcing due obe- 
dience to the Laws of Our moft happy Conftitution, and 
inculcating a confcientious difcharge of thofe religious 
duties, which are infeparable from the welfare and hap- 
j)inefs of Our People. 

B We 
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We have again made choice of Our Right Trufty and 
Right WpU-beloved Coufin, David Earl of Levei^, to 
be Our Conuniffioner, to reprefent Our Perfoa in the 
prefent Aflembly, whoie fidelity, zeal and attachment 
We haye already experienced ; and We do not entertain 
a doubt, that he will, by a fteady adherence to the duties 
of his high and important pfHce, promote thofe great 
ends which We have fo much at heart, and render him- 
felf acceptable to you. 

We have now only to exprefs Our earned hope, that 
you will proceed in the bufinefs before you, with that 
charity, brotherly love and unanimity, which We have 
recommended to you, and that you will bring this meet- 
ing to a happy conclufion. And fo We bid you heartily 

farewell. Given at Our Court at St James's, the i6th 

day of May 1789, in the 29th year of Our Reign. 

By His Majefty's Command, 

SYDNEY. 

Addrefled thus : — To the Right Reverend and Well -beloved 
the Moderator^ Minijlers and Elders of the General Affem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland. 






ni. 

The General Aflembly's Anfwer to the 
KiNG^s moft gracious Letter. 

May it pleafe Tour Majejly^ 

np'HE gracious letter with which Your Majefty hath 
I honoured this meeting of the National Aflembly 
ofthe Church of Scotland, was received with becoming 
refpedl: and gratitude. 

The dillinguifhed marks of Royal approbation which 
Your Majefty hath fo frequently vouchfafed to give us, 
and which You condefcend to repeat at this time, a^rd 
us the moft ftncere fatisfa^tion, and are a moft animating 

motive 
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motive to induce us to perfevere in our unwearied atten- 
tiBtx to the great caufe of Religion and Virtue, and to 
embrace every opportunity of teftifying our duty and 
affed:ion to Your Royal Perfori and Government. We 
receive, with the moft lively gratitude, the gracious af- 
furances contained in Your Majeily's letter, that the 
continuance of fo laudable a conduct will always meet 
with Your Royal protcdion : And we reft with entire 
confidence in the repeated exprefllons of Your Majefty's 
determination to fupport and maintain the Church of 
Scotland, as by law eftahliflied^ in the full and free en- 
joyment of all her juft rights and privileges. 

We fliall endeavour to maintain, in all our proceed- 
ings, that harmony and unanimity, which are fo warmly 
recommended by Your Majefty , which are fo agreeable 
to the Ipirit of our Religion, and fo eflentially neceflary 
to the dignity and efficacy of our deliberations : And it 
fliall be our eameft ftudy to dired our Councils to the 
laudable purpofes of enforcing due obedience to the Laws 
of our moft happy Conftitution, and inculcating, on the 
people committed to our care, a confcientious difcharge 
of thofe religious duties, which are infeparable from their 
welfare and happinefs. 

Your Majefty has given us a gracious pledge of Your 
favourable dilpofition towards the Church of Scotland, 
by again appointing the Earl of Lsven to be Your 
Commilfioner, to reprefent Your Royal Perfbn; — a No- 
bleman, whofe fidelity and zeal towards Your Majefty, 
and whofe attachment to the interefts of the Church of 
Scotland, are univerfally known; and who has formerly 
difcharged the duties of the high and important office 
which he now fills, ia fuch a manner as to render him 
moft acceptable to us. 

Your Majefty *s Royal Donation of one thou&nd pounds 
for propagating the Proteftant Religion in the Highlands 
and Iflands of Scotland, we regard as a frefti proof of 
Your Majefty's paternal attention to the true interefts 
of all Your nibjedls. We feel ourfelves highly honoured 
in being made the inftruments of fulfilling Your Maje- 
fty *s pious intention; and we Ihall ftudy to make the 
moft prudent and eflfedhial application of the fiim with 
which we are entrufted. 

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift may prote<ft Your Perfon, and profper the Admi- 
niftration of Your Government ; That he may ble£s the 
Queen, the Prince of Wales, and aU the Royal Fa^ 

mily J 
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mily ; and that after reigning long, with wifdom and 
felicity, over a free, a gratefiil, and a happy people. 
You may enter thofe blefled regions, where pious and 
virtuous Princes receive a Crown of Glory, are the ear- 
ned prayer of. 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 
Your Majefty's moft faithful, 

Moll obedient, and moft loyal fubjedts, 

the Minijiers and Elders met in this National 
Affimbly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 
In our prefence, 

And at our appointment, by 

Edinhurgb^ 7 

ii%a3- 1789.5 GEORGE HILL, Mo<i: 



►♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

IV. 

An Addrefs by the General Affembly 
to the King. 

May it pleafe Tour Mtyejly^ 

XTTE Your Majefty's moft faithful and loyal fubjeds, 
W the Minifters and Elders of the Church of Scot- 
land, met in National Aflembly, embrace with joy, this 
firft opportunity of approaching the Throne, with our 
moft dutiful and fincere congratulations upon Your Ma- 
jefty's recovery. 

At a time when the inhabitants of the Britifli empire 
were rejoicing under Your Majefty's mild and au(pici- 
ous Government, in the bleffings of peace, and the ma- 
nifold advantages derived from the rank which Great 
Britain holds amongft the nations of the earth, it plea- 
fed the Almighty, by the alarm which lately filled the 
hearts of Your Majefty's faithful fubjeds, to teach them 
liow entirely the prolperity of nations depends upon the 

will 
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will of Heaven. The anxiety which th^ felt diiringr 
the centinuancjs of Your Majefty's illnefs, and the fer- 
vour of their wifhes and prayers km: Your recovery, were 
the fpontaneous tribute of duty and affe^on to a Sove- 
reign, who is endeared to His people, by thoie amiable 
virtues of which He is the lUuftrious Pattern, as well as 
by that facred regard to the Principles of a Free Confti- 
tution, which has uniformly diftinguifhed His reign: And 
the unanimity and zeal which have marked the public 
demonftrations of joy, ddrrefoond to the ientiments of 
entire iktisfai^on and thanknilnefs with which a great 
and happy people, united in af&dionate attachment to 
Your Majefty's Perfon and Gawmmcnt, receive from 
Heaven that ineftimable gift by which the Almighty 
hath gracioufly vouchfefed to Reward the national loyal- 
ty. 

Whjle yfft thus prefume to fpeak in the name of the 
great body of the people of this country, who are un- 
der our care, with a ppftfidenct filing from a perfe<a 
knowledge of their fentiments, acquired by a conftant 
intercourfc with them in the ^ifchsirge of our facred func- 
tions, permit us. moft gracious Sovereign^ to afitire 
You, that no claK of Your Majefty's fubjeds were more 
deeply interefted in the great event which has diffiifed 
fuel* uniyerfel joy^^ than the Miijifters and Elders of the 
CliurcK of Scotland. Entertaining no doubt of a con- 
tinuance of the Royal Protcdion, under the Govern- 
ment of a Prince who has been the nurfing Father of 
the Church, and being allured that our zealous endea*- 
ypurf to promote the iutereftsi of r^ligipn -afid virtue, 
will always receive countenance from that piety which 
ennobles the other graces of Your Majel^s chara^er^ 
we number the gracious anfwer that has been jg;iven to 
our prayers, amongft the rn^ny mercies which we are 
accuftomed to trace in the hiftory of this .favoured land; 
and we lift our fouls in thankfgiving to the God of ouf 
fathers, wio, by reftoring to us a Kii^g whom we love 
and honour as the faitjiful Guardian of our rights, hath 
afforded us a gracious pledge of their being tranfmitted 
unimpaired to lateft pofterity. 

. It fhall be our conftant ftudy to cheri(h thefe fenti- 
ments of loyalty to Yo\ir Majefty, and of gratitude to 
Almighty God, which univerfally prevail : And the firft 
wifh of our hearts will be fulfilled, if a lafting fenfe of 
this gr^at national blelBng ihall revive a fpirit of reli* 
gipn, and by diipofing the minds of ttiexi to kam thofe 

C leflons 
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leflbns of wif(lom which it conveys, fliall, through the 
blefliag of God, prove inftrumental in promoting that 
righteoufnefs which exalteth a natiom .. 

That Your Majefty may: live long to be a blefling to 
Your Family, to behold the happinefs of Your people, 
to enjoy the exalted fatisfadion of requiting their affec- 
tion, and to maintain the glory and profperity of the 
Britifli Empire: And that fucceeding Princes of the 
Houfe of Brunfwick> formed upon Your example, may 
fway the Britife fceptre with the fame juftice and mo- 
deration^ and may receive from their fubjeds the fame 
h^omage and love, are the eameft prayers of, 
May it pleafe Your Majefty, 
Your Majefty's moft faithful, 

Moft obedient, and moft loyal fubjetSs, 

I'be Minifters and- Elders met in this National 
jijfembly of the Cburcb of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 
In our prefence. 

And at our appointment, by 

Edmhirgby \ 

J%a3. 1789.^ GEORGE HILL, iWi?//• 



An Addrefs by the General Affembly 
to the Queen. 

May it pleafe Tour Majejly^ 

XTC TE His Majefty's moft dutiful fubjeds, the Mini- 
W ftcrs and Elders of the Church of Scotland, met 
in National Aflembly, prefume to approach Your Majefty, 
with our humble congratulations upon an event moft in- 
terefting to Your happinefs, and moft joyful to His Ma- 
jefty's faithful fubjeiSs, — the recovery of our beloved 
Sovereign from His late alarming illnefs. 

The moft exalted ftation is not exempted from thofe 
pungent diftrefles which, in this mixed ftate, are often 
^ccafioned by the moft delicate and amiable aftedions 
of the human heart. But the diftrefs of Your Majefty 
was alleviated by thofe confolations which true Religion 

opens 
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opens to a devout mind, in the hour of deep afflidlion : 
The God of Grate, whom You had honoured in the 
time of prolperity, while he tried the tendemefs of Your 
nature, was pleafed to fupport Your faith and patience 
by that ftrength with whicl| lie ftrengthens the fouls of 
his fervants ; and the deliverance which he hath wrought 
for us, hath gracio^fly refwarded that piety which adorns 
the Thrdiie,^ by giving You the .garment of praife for the 
fpirit of heavinefe. r , : , ,\ • . ' • 

Your Mijefty witnefled, in the folicitude which all 
ranks exprefled during the i^1lefs.<^^the King^hoWvtruly 
He reigns in the hearts of His fiibjeds : Your Majefty re- 
ceived, in the fympathy with which a great Nation took 
part in Your forrpws, and in the gratitude, re^d and 
confidence with which they looked up to Your charader, 
the recdmpence provided for. thofe qualities by which 
greatnefs; is rendered amiable ; and Yoiir' Majtfty has 
now the fetisfadion of bbferving- that the demonftratipns 
of joy for that national bleffirig^ by which Gob haith- 
wipea thp tears from'Your^yes, are mingled with ex-^ 
preffions of the rhoft affedipnate intfereft in the happinefs 
of a Qneen, whofe virtues hav6 united* all His^ Majefty *s 
fiibjeds in Her praife. 

That Your Majefty may long be prefervfid to be a 
bleffing to the King, to form the minds of Your lUuftri- 
ous Offspring, to be the pattern of Your Sex, and the 
Protedrefs of Virtue and Religion; That God, in whom 
alone the families of the earth are blefled, may perpe- 
tuate Your domeftic felicity ; That You may tafte the 
moft exquifite delight which a mother's heart can know, 
in beholding the virme and hajipmefs of Your pofterity ; 
and that, after .enjoying the largeft meafure of good 
which can crown the moft excellent fcharafters in this 
world. You may rqceive, t|it;ougb Jefus Ghrift odr Lord, 
that Crown of Life which fadeth not away, are the 
earneft prayers of, . : 

A(|ay it pleafe Your Majefty, 
Your Majefty's moft faithful, 

Moft obedient, and moft devoted fervants, 

^be Minifiers and Elders met in this National 
. AJfembly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 
In our prefence. 
And at our appointment, by 

4^53^^%} GEORGE HILL, Mod. 
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VI. 

A£k anent keeping the Doors of the 
Affcmbly-houfe fliut, during the time 
of calling the Roll. 

Edinburgh,^ Maj 29. ^7&9, 5^ 8. 

THE Gcaieral Afl^mbly, coafid^rmg, That wberea$ 
i( i$ highly indjecent and uB,piroper for aiiy peiibn^ 
to yote in 9,ay caufe, who hag qot bipen pi«(ent at tho 
deliheratcons thereon, did« aAd l^eby do uiiaQtii^oufly 
order^ that before tlye Roll b^egin to be called, the doors 
of the AflemUy-houie fhaU be (hut, t^nd (hall not be 
.<^a!e4» until thQ judgment of |he Ai^mbly be declared* 

VH. 

» 

^OMM^«&iQN of the Gbubral Asskm- 
BiY ^0 certain MWfters and Ruling 
Elders, for difcuffiog Afiairs referred 
to them. 

Edjnburgb^ May 30. 1789. Seffl 9. 

THE Qbneral A^sf MBLir 4id, and hereby do no- 
nimate, commiflipn and appoint the Reverend Dr 
George Hill, Profeflbr of Divinity in the Univerfity 
of St Andrews, their Modexator: Aad, — ^From the Pr^ 
bytery of Dunoon^ Mr Hugh MacTayaifli at Innerchaolan, 
Mr Alexander MacFarlafie at KilfinaD, Minifiersj John 
Xjamont oi^ ^ftpio^t, £fq; Ruling Elder: — ^From the Bvrji^k 
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oijtjotbfay, Mr John Home of Kilduff: — ^From the Pref^ 
hytpry piXintyrCy Mr John Hamilton at Kilmorie in Ar- 
rant Dr John Smith at Campbelton, Mr Dugald Mac- 
I^ug^; at Gigha and Cara, Minijiers: — From the Burgh 
of (^ampbdtony}^^i^m Campbell of Fairfield, Efq; — 
Fr^^p\X^ Prejfy^ Mr Hugh Campbell at 

KiimartW, Mr DftnierHyndiii^n at Achdifli, Minijlers ; 
i)onaJ4 M^cLauchlai^ Efq; Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh 
of ii.wri^r/rj',, j^^ Williamfon, Profeflbr of Mathe- 

nj^tfcs in the Univeriity of Glaifgow: — From the Pre/by- 
tery of Z)2W»it^/^,. Mr James MacDiarmid at Weem, Mr. 
William Innerarity atCaputh, Mr William MacRitchie at 
Quni^,' Mr James teeter Bannerman atCargill, Minijlers; 
Oavid Steuart, Efq; banker in Edinburgh, William Camp- 
bell, EXq; of Duneaves, Ruling Elders: — From the Prejby^ 
ie,f;)[ of Pertby Mr Harry Inglis at Forteviot, Mr Lewis 
Di^ar at kinnouU, Mr William Garvie at Aberdalgie, 
Mr^^ntHony Dow at Kilfpindy, Minijlers; Mr Ddvid 
Cathcaijt, advocate, Mr Archibald Fletcher, writer to 
thfc Siriiet, Ruling Elders: — From the Bur^h of Perth ^ 
John Caw, Efq; prefent Provoft of Perth:— From the 
Pr^teryoi Stirling, Mr Walter Buchanan at Stirling, 
Mr»iCobert Moodie at Clackmannan; Afwi/f^r^; Mr John* 
Er/kine, advocate. Ruling Elder: — ^From the Prejbytery of 
-(^^r^rJ^r, Mr Andrew Duncan at Auchterarder, Mr 
Rpbert Stifling at Crieff, Mr John Baird at Dunning, Mi- 
n^qrs^ X^t Honourable Henry Erikine, RuUngZlder:'— 
From the Prejbytery of Dumblane^ Mr Chriftopljer l\iit at 
Kincardine, Mr William Ofbom at Tillicoultry, Mini- 
jlers;^ Mr William Richardfon, Profeflbr of Humanity, 
Glaigow, jRi//«^f £/^^r ^ — From the Prejbytery of t>unferm^ 
/ia;^,. Mr Ajchibaid ^^ at Kinrofs, Mr Andrew Ri- 
ch^rdibn. at Inverkeithing^ Mr John Femey at Dun* 
fepnlin^, Minijlers; Sir Charles. Prefton of Valleyfield, 
RjiHtig jtldef : — From the Burgh of Culrofs^. Bailie John 
Pantoij<.o£ pulrofs : — From the Burgh of Inverkeitbing, Mr 
William peat, late merchant in Inverkeithing : — From, 
the Pr^/bytery ofJCirkcaldy, Mr Thomas Fleming at Kirk- 
caldy, Mr James Wemyfs^ at Bumtifland, Mr George 
Muirhead at Dyfart, Minijlers; James Townfend Ofwald 
of Dunnikier, Efq; Ruling Elder .• — From the Burgh of 
Kirkcaldy^ Mr Henry Beveridge, baxter in Kirkcaldy : — * 
From the Burgb of Kinghom, Andrew Hamilton, Efq; — 
Fjfom the Burgh of Burntijland, Alexander Wight, Efqj 
advocate : -r— From the Burgh of Dyjart^ Mr Alexander. 
Irfiomfon, merchant,! and late one of the Belies of. Dy-, 

D " fart: — 
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faA : — ^rom the Pre^j/ti'py 6f Capah, ^ George- Ljotf 
at Strathiriigld, Mr David WUkife' at Cults, Mr Tatties^ 
Lifter at AuchteraHlcRtf , Mr 'thomUs MUlei' at AMie- 
Minijierss Mr iobertColli'df o^ Cfaigftibdfe, Mr AndWtr' 
Chriftie of Midillefielci,- /5^AViJf iW^'//.-— From. the BiirgtP 
of Cti/iar, IVIajbf Jbhn MdlviU bf CaSi^ey :— -FrdiW tlie^ 
Frejbyitfy of ^t Aadreivs^X)T fsedaki Gilitfpie, PrTiicipaf 
of St lilary's jtolliege, Mr Jathes fbfjefter at Aiilfm-' 
thef-Weffc'er; fl^r Spetice Oliphaiit at largo,* Mr Jaraes^ 
Mitc^^ll at ifi'ewburn, Miuijlirs s Di? AdStm Fetgufoni 
Frofeflor 6t IwtatKematics iia thie UAivdrfity of Edinbtf rgK; 
Dr Charles Wilfon, Prbfeflbr of H6breW ih Stf Mar^'^s 
College, Aa/wiy Elders .-r-FxorA the ^i/^^A of Sif'uf/fdffws,' 
Dk* Andrew DiiAcan, Phyficiad ih Edinburgh : ^-^ PrpYti- 
the 5i^fyi6 of Piitenweem^ Mr Johti Cdok df* Newbutri, 
Profeflbr of Moral'. Philofophy in St Aridire^s : ~Pr^^ 
the Burgh of Cr^il, Mr Alexander Metdruiri o^ tivAtii^': 
— From t^e BurgB of Anjrutbei^-Wejtef, tk Jaidcs fl^At; 
Phyfician 16 St Andrews : — From' the S^^gb 6f ^^i%; 
Mr William Dick, Hedtor of th6 6f ininiar Solid6I of 5^ 
Andrews : — From the Tfejbyiiry 6f Mei^Ui Mr Jofni Hal- 
liburton at .^ettiiis, Mr Jafnei Will a^ Rtftli^feh, M'l^ 
James ^olinftoii at Mairgbwrie, lAiMjieti'i Patrick AAfdft 
of'fVewhail, .Efq; kulihg Elder .— Ffdm th^ PfeJb^tiTf of 
Forfar, Mr Thomas Maiflbii kt Dunicfecn, Mr jfoHii Web- 
ilef At H\€rktUj, Mihyiers i Aleli^der "Witfori, ]^% 
yoitoger of T'tirhi, kutin^ tMer : — FroM the Bifrgh %f 
F6rfar, Chajfks Hope, £fqi atdtocat6':.— ^fdifi^ P>Vj«^-' 
/<r/:^ df Ifcwi^^, Mf John Gibloli att Mitts, Mr;AttXtedfcf 
hfelJldh dt Mtifrbes, MtDividDavidfijtt St btiiidefr, MW- 
/>/-j; Mr Wlllkitt Bifiet, ttierchahf ih Dundee, ^Ufl^&dit: 
— Prdm thtiPfUjiytety of Aberbroibidky .JMf Alek^de* Gh*- 
v«n at Luhitt, MfCfcorge Oleig it Ab^irothdek, M* 
^.f/jy Jftt 'I1iom;t$ Milhd, mercKtot ih Cihoii^tti of 
fdittbuf^, RliUAg Eldir ; — From the 5a*"f A ti AB^hfti^ 
tbdak, Mf Charifis Allah, iPfOVoft of AWbtbtfroti^;: -*^ 
ffdm t\it Ptdfiyury of Btitbitty Mi* Jtotes Laodc* at l!fciA, 
Ml* Alexalidet MoUifofl act Montfofe, Mr Ko^rtttahriato 
at Strickdthr6w, Minijits; Jacftfes WatKihoJie, ^qtrtrtc, 
younger of Edmonftdne, hmng Elder .••^f itoth ihc mrgb 
ofBrecbitt, Mr George IhilaCh, clwlc tcr'.the Sighet:-»- 
From fheBufgb d/Montfo/if, AdamGiifies, Ef^; advocate .' 
— ^From the Premtefy m FordoM, Mif fdhn Huteheow kt 
J'ettefcillo, MfWiUiattl Waike* at Ecefef^ig, Mt jattics 
SicOCt at Uehholm, Mimjietss PrOftfibr Johfi Playfe^, 
Edinburgh, Kaling ttdet : — ?rbra t&e Ai/-^* of Jf«4;»r, 
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Ml* -Jjftftes BroWtt^ nMiiifiidttrer in Inverbervie : — From- 
the\?y^#W:^ 6fli4!*m/(f^; JSr John Brown at Newhills^ 
m Alex^tfdef ' Geipftrdi Prt>feflor of Divinity in Jting's- 
Oalfeg^, Mr jiMi«s.fi<^ atf Skene, Mr Alejtander Hen- 
ahWm dt'Old'MachaiS mmprsi John. Gordon, Efq? of 
CtttigJ fen*« Cfinftlt^amj.Bfq^ of Hyndliope, Rxiihg^^ 
£/a^*>.-J-Fi?ttm tlie (7iVyofl^<iJtf>*^fo«»,ftftrWalliabi Ritchie/ 
niei<ehflHA', alM o^^'df tfie pre^fttBailie^ ofAberdecax:-*-' 
Frbifit the F'reMf^Ufy «f Kimardiney O^NmI^ Mr Willi»m\ 
MdrftWfe at Karieardi«e Q' Neai; Mr Williani Shand at 
EuttiphttriBiif, •Sffr' Robert iSlichie at Glunie,. Minifterf /I 
WitiiMii^*C*\j]&oH«idvEfijj:o^ Rifieaton, Ruling Elder:— 
YitkA t^^ Frbjlbytigty: ot Aiford^ Mr ' George Forbes ac 
Leochel-'M* Aleatatfder MeafiMf at Toxrie; Mr John 
Gdrdftti^ at' Str^thiidn; Minij/hrsj Jame» Gbrdbn, Efqnire^ 
yehiilgei- of Gi^ij^i KuHng Eld(fr:'-^Yroia the Prejbytery of 
BlUtii NIfr Jatttes Mihi atKllbn^ Mi» Alexander Cock at 
Cnideii, "'Mtnt^^s];- Prdfefibf Tfe<SiJ[ias Gordbny AberdfeertV 
Atf/^>'E/«*r>-^ft*«tttthe\Pi^^/<^-'of Quriocby Mt George 
9kei^<4C<!ii^- iv Kei<^-Hali'/ Mr-AliEhcander 6ufliny atl 
0^1116^ m^ Robc1?^ SJkepfhetkt at Devlot; Miniftvrs j Mi 
JiliA ©tfclifoh,' adviodate, RaHn^ Etdef ;— FroiK xM Burgh 
<^ M)aore, Mr '^^g»dt«w Cdnningham in £)Qdinahoi|r : -—* 
tt&ca.thA Burgh o£ hvernffi johti Gerk> Efq^ of EI- 
dhi: f-i^lVodi' the Ptejhyttry of l^eWy Mt William Taylor 
a^N^iBeef, DtCJcbrge Moii^ af Fetwhetai/ilVfeWitiiaii 
An'd\e^!^ at Sti^db^, Af/»^t>1lfo;Gbot:^e.|icflie,' xrieri 
^aM ih OCdiiiburgh', ^/w(^ if^f^.*>— Frtii^ tfte i*<f^/&)««^ 
d^Turfiffy M^ WilHd^ Ste^a^ atTnr«efi^ Mi^lAIekanider 
Juhnl^o^' at Miibtt^itei:, N^i/bfi^ MfiAIexxMler; For> 
6^S;( i^^«r iti> SdiUkbufgh,, /t»i<y2^ E^t^^ .-. -^ Frdm the 
PMi^ti!^' of nrefy^^e; Mt R®l^t« dgifvie «J. Ordiqahia^ 
Bfif^Aleatfettde'r'Mllii' a!t »d»f tidiey 'M»^)«iv/ / MrOcrag* 
A«iA^e»#'' trViier in, £diAfeiW^h,-V/ft»/i;^ Elder : -^FrdOk 
iM But-^ oiP Girf/<l«, Mr' Jcihrt kuflSl' junior , writer td 
the- Sf^t t — Fro*ii tWe Wrifiyter} of Strathbogie^ Mt 
JaWieS Sedtt" it CJarefy, Mr'Afe^ander Angus at BotrijA- 
Hie',' mtkfitfs / ]V6» Bda»©» CSofdttii, i?«*/«^ Elder .—From 
the* Pr'^ft^t'ery- tii Ab^rlmr^ Mr James Graftt at Invera- 
V«;hy Mr }a!mes "lltjerttfoii at? Aberiottr, Mmijlers ; Ifaac 
G^aM of Hiltoua, Efq; BuHng Elder: — From the Pre/hy- 
ti&jf ©f Mttnet^y, Mr Lewi^ GvaM ae Gromdale, Mr John 
Anderfoa at Kinjguiifie, M/rg^rj^- Dr Gregory Grant, 
EliyfifciaA i^Edfifibtiirgh, Rulit^ Elder :—FTf>m the Prejly^ 
t&y 6fEli^, Mr Robew Pmierfenft at New Spynie, Mr 
Wiffiki^ ^Gott^toU ae Ul^nkan, Mkijlersj Mr Thomas 
^- Gordon, 
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Gordon, clerk to the Signet, Ruling £W^r/-^From the 
Burgb QiElgin^ Mr WilUatn Scott, batiU&ef in Edinburgh: 
— ^From the Prejbyterr of Forres^ Mf Alexander CouU at 
Edinkilly, Mr John Hoyes.at Kinlofs, Miniifiersj Robert 
Urquhart, Efq; advocate, Ruling El4er/ — Frpifr the Burgb 
of Forres f Mr Ludovick Grant junkr^ writer in Edin- 
burgh : — From the Frejhytery of Nmm^ Mr Donald 
Mitchell at: Ardciach, Mr Piyfe Campbell at Ai;derfier, 
Minifiersi ProfeiSbr John Young, Glafgow, Ruling Elder. - 
-^From the: Burgb of Nairn ^ Alexander -Lewis Grant, 
Efq; — Fi^om the Frejhytery of Invernefsy Mr William Smith 
at Petty, Mr William MacBean at Moy, Mini/krsj Ko^ 
bert Macintosh, Efqj "advocate, .Ri^/i/?^ £i/fr/-r-From the 
Burgb of Inverne/Sy Simon Frafer, Efq; of Rarralioie : — 
From the PrefiyUry of Ckanonry^ Mr jAmeS/- Monro of 
Cromarty, Mr Tames Smith at Avoch, Mini^e^ss Conve- 
ner John Lindlay, Ediiibui^h^ Ruliiig E^der : — From the 
Prejbytery of T^ain^ Mr John Mathifon at Kilipnir .Eafier, . 
Mr Alexander MacAd^w. at Nigg, Mimftersi Lord An- 
kerville, Ruling Elder: — ^From the Burgb of I'ain, Ri^bert^ 
Colt, Efq; of Auldhame :; — From the Fr^tery of Ding- 
wally Mr Harry Robertfon at Kilteajruj: Mr Charles Col- 
der at Urquhart, Mini/lers; John Spens-Munro, Efq; oS 
Evum&dc, Ruling Elder .'-^Fxom the Burgb of DingwaU, 
Mr Kenneth MacKenzieyi//ri?r, writer to the Signet-.! — 
From, the^ .Frejbytery of Abertdrpb^ Mr l^homag; Ko& at 
Kilmanivaig, Mr James GraAt at Urquhart^ Min^fiers::^ 
From; the Prejbytery of Siy^ Mr Martin MacPbqrfon at 
Slate, Mr Roderick MacLeod at Brsucad^e, Miniftersi the 
Right HoiKnirable Lord. MacDonald, rpRft/i^^ Elder :-t- 
^xoxBL^k^' Prefiytery of Lewis , Mr Alexander MacKay at 
Barvas, Mr John Frafer at Lochs, Minijerss Mr WiUiam 
Robertfon, advocate. Procurator for the Ghcirch, /6//tf{f 
Elder: — From the Prejby tery. of lUi^fM^^ 
Queen at Barra, Mr John MacLeod at Harris, Minivers j 
Alexander MacLeod, Efq; x of Harris,. JWm^ Elder: — 
From the Prejbytery of Locbcarronj Mr Murdoch lyiaclver 
at Lochalih, Mr Lauchlan MacKenzieat Locjbc^rron, 
Minijlers; Dx Alexander Hamilton, Phyfician In^j^din- 
burgh, Ruling Elder \ — From the Prejbytery of D^rnocb^ 
Mr Walter Rofs at Clyne,.Mr Alexander Sage at Kildp- 
nan, Minijlers; Profeflbr Hugh MacLeod, Gla%ow, Ru- 
ling Elder:: — From th^ Burgb of Dornocb, Robert Bruce 
iEneas MacLeod of CadboU, Efq; — ^FfQijfi. the Prejbytery 
of Caitbnejsj Mr George MacKenzie at Olrick, Mr Pa-^ 
trick Nicolfon at Thurfo, Minifterjs Mr David BaJbfour, 

writer 



Digitized by 



Google 



GENERJL ASSEMBLT, 1789. 17 

writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder .-^From the Pre/by tery 
of Kiriwally Mr George Barry at Kirkwall, Mr James 
Watfon at South Ronaldfay, Minifterss Mr Alexander 
Youngfon, writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — From 
the Burgb of Kirkwall^ Malcolm Laing, Efqj advocate : 
— From the Prejbytery of Cairjlon^ Mr Francis Liddell 
at Orphir, Mr John Malcolm at Firth and Stennefs, M/* 
nijlers ; John Clerk, Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder: — From 
the Prejbytery of Nortb-ljlesy Mr John Anderfon at Stron- 
fay and Eday, Mr James Izat at Weftray and Papa Wef- 
tray, Minijlers ; Alexander Cunningham, YXo^y junior ^ of 
Hyndhope, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Zet- 
land, Mr John Morifon at Delting, Mr Patrick Barclay 
at Sandfting, Minijlers j ProfefTor Andrew Dalzel, Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Edinburgb, 
Dr John Erfkine, Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Scott, South 
Leith, Mr James Robertfon at Ratho, Mr William Simp- 
fon, Edinburgh, Mr William Paul, Weft Church, Mr 
William Bennet at Duddingfton, Minijlers s John Balfour, 
Efq; younger of Pilrig, Mr Alexander Bonar, banker in 
Edinburgh, Mr Archibald Mercer, merchant in Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elders : — From the City of Edinburgh j John 
Greive, Efq; late Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, Mr Or- 
laijido Hart, deacon-convener of the trades : — From the 
Univerjity of Edinburgh , Dr Thomas Hardy, Profeflbr of 
Church Hiftory : — From the Church of Campvere, Mt 
Alexander Wilfon at Campvere, Minijlers Robert Allan, 
Efq; banker in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Linlithgow, Mr John Bertram at Muiraven- 
fide, Mr John Scotland at Linlithgow, Mr James Dobie 
at Mld-Calder, Mr James MacNair at Slamannan, Mini- 
Jlers; the Honourable Captain Sandiknds, Thomas Hog, 
Efq; of Ncwlifton, Ruling Elders /—From the Burgb of 
UnlithgaWf Mr William Napier, one of the Magiftrates 
of Linlithgow : — ^From the Burgh of ^eensferry, Captain 
James Taylor : — From the Prejbytery of Biggar, Mr Tho- 
mas Gray at Broughton, Mr James Finlayfon at Syming- 
toii, Mr William Watfon at Biggar, Minijlers ; John 
Brown of Coultermains, Efq; Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Peebles, Mr David Anderfon at Kirkurd, Mr 
Alexander Ker at Stobo, Minijlers j the Lord Chief Ba- 
ron, Ruling Elder: — From the Burgh of Peebles, Andrew 
Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Efq;-— From the Prejbytery of 
Dalkeith, Dr ]o\m Main at Newton, Dr Henry Greive 
at Dalkeith, Mr John. Gouriay at Crichton, Minivers j 
Robert DufiKias, Efqj Solicitor General, Ruling Elder :'^ 
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From the Frejhytery of Haddington^ Mr John Hamilton 
at Bolton, Mr Matthew Murray at North-Berwick, Mr 
John Trotter at Preftonpans, Minivers ; John Hamilton, 
Efq; of Pencaitland, Ruling Elder: — From the Burgh of 
Haddington^ the Moft Honourable George Marquis of 
Tweeddale : — From the Burgh of North-Berwick^ Hugh 
Dalrymple, Efq; younger of North-Berwick : — From the 
Frejhytery of Dunbar ^ Mr John Ewing at Whittingham, 
Mr John Harvie at Innerwick, Mintjflers ; John Ander- 
fon, Efq; of Winte^field, Ruling Elder: — From the Burgh 
oi Dunbar J Mr James Reid, gardener in Dunbar:-^ From 
the Frejhytery of Dunje^ Mr Adam Murray at Eccles, Mr 
Robert Home at Polwarth^ 'Minijlers j George Buchan 
of Kello, Efq; Ruling Elder: — From the Frejhytery of 
Churnjtdey Mr George Cupples at Swinton, Mr Thomas 
Miln at Lady kirk, Minijlersj Matthew Sandilands-Dy fart, 
Efq; writer in Edinburgh^ Ruling Elder : — From the 
Frejhytery of Heljo^ Mr Robert TumbuU at Sproufton, 
Mr Andrew Bell at Roxburgh, Minijlers; the Right Ho- 
nourable Henry Dundas, Ruling Elder : — From the FreJ- 
bytery of Jedburgh, Mr William Paton at Eckford, Mr 
William Scott at Southdean, Mr William Brown at Bed- 
rule, MiniJiers ; Mr James Dickfon, bookfeller in Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elder :— From the Burgh of Jedburgh, Mr 
John Wilde, advocate : — From the Frejhytery of Lauder, 
Dr Alexander Duncan at Smalholm, Mr Robert Dawfon 
at Stow, Minivers J Sir James Pringle of Stitchill, Ruling 
Elder: — From the Burgh of Lauder, Mr Alexander Allan, 
chief Magiftrate of Lauder : — From the Frejhytery of Sel- 
kirk, Mr Simon Haly burton at Aftikirk, Mr James Hay at 
Roberton, MiniJiers ; William Elliot younger of Borth- 
wickbrae, Efq; advocate. Ruling Elder .-—From the Burgb 
of Selkirk, Mr James Roughead, late merchant inEdinburgh: 
— From the Frejhytery of Annan, Mr Alexander Monilaws 
at Kirkpatrick-Fleming, Mr William Scott at Gretney, 
MiniJiers s Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, Baronet, 
Ruling Elder: — From the Burgh of Annan, Mr Walter Scott, 
merchant in Edinburgh : — ^From the Frejhytery of Loch- 
maben, Mr Andrew Jaffray at Lochmaben^ Dr John Bur- 
gefs at Kirkmichael, Mr Gabriel Scott at Kirkpatrick- 
Juxta, MiniJiers; Thomas Tweedie of Oliver, Efq; Ru- 
ling Elder : — From the Burgb of Lochmaben^ Mr Archibald 
Douglas, writer in Edinburgh : — From the Frejhytery of 
Fenpont, Mr Andrew Yorftoun at Clofeburn, Mr James 
Wilfon at Tynron, MiniJiers; John MacMiirdo, Efq; at 
Drumlanri^, Ruling Elder: — ^From the Burgh of Sanquhar, 
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Robert Whlgham, Efq; Provoft of Sanquhar : — From the 
Prejbytery of Dumfries^ Dr Bryce Johnfton at Holy wood, 
Dr David Lamont at Kirkpatrick-Durham, Mr James 
Little at Colvend, Minijiers; Robert Riddell of Glenrid- 
dell, Efq; Ruling Elder: — From the Burgh of Dumfries ^ A- 
lexander Ferguflbn, Efq; of Craigdarroch : — From the 
Prejbytery of Kircudbright^ Mr John Gillefpie at Kells, 
Mr Samuel Smith at Carfphairn, Mr John Johnfton at 
Croflmichael, Minijiers s John Gordon, Efq; of Carleton, 
Ruling Elder: — From the Burgh oi Kirkcudbright^ Hora- 
tius Cannan of Barley, Efq; — From the Prejbytery of 
Wigton^ Dr William Boyd at Penningham, Dr Ifaac Da- 
vidfon at Sorby, Minijiers; Mr Elliot William Davidfon, 
Ruling Elder: — ^From the Burgh of Wigton^ George Cran- 
fton, Efq; of Dewar : — From the Burgh of Wbifhorn, John 
Buftiby, Efq; SherifE-clerk of Dumfries : — From the Prej- 
bytery of Stranraer^ Mr John Coulter at Stranraer, Mr 
Peter Ferguflbn at Inch, Minijiers s John Rofs, Efq; 
of Balkail, Ruling Elder: — From the Burgh of Stranraer ^ 
Mr Thomas Smith, writer in Edinburgh: — From the 
Prejbytery of Ayr^ Mr John Ramfay at Kirkmichael, Dr 
Thomas Miller at Old Cumnock, Mr James Wright at 
Maybole, Mr John Shepherd at Muirkirk, Mr Stephen 
Young at Bar, Minijiers ; John Hamilton of Bargeny, 
Efq; Thomas Kennedy of Dunure, Efq; Ruling Elders : — 
From the Burgh of Ayr^ George Ferguflfon, Efq; advo- 
cate: — From the Prejbytery of Irvine^ Mr Malcolm Brown 
at Kilbirny, Mr Gilbert Lang at Largs, Mr Alexander 
Miller at Kilmaurs, Mi«j/?^rj^- the Honourable Patrick 
Boyle of Shualton, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery 
of Paijley^ Mr Thomas Bums at Inchinnan, Mr James 
Steven at Lochwinnoch, Mr John Brown at Kilmalcolm, 
Mr Thomas Brown at Innerkip, Minijiers; Mr Hugh 
Jamiefon, manufadurer in Paifley, Mr John Orr, manu- 
fadurer there. Ruling Elders: — From the Prejbytery of 
Hamilton^ Mr John Rifk at Dalferf, Mr John Bower at 
Old Monkland, Mr John Lockhart at Cambulhethen, 
Minijiers; John Miller, Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder: — 
From the Prejbytery of Lanark y Mr Thomas Linning at 
Lefinahago, Mr George Mark at Camwath, Minijiers ; 
Profeflbr Archibald Arthur, Glafgow, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Burgh of Lanark, John Bannatyne, Efq; of 
Caftlebank : — ^^From the Prejbytery of Glajgow^ Dr Robert 
Findlay, Profeflbr of Theology, Glafgow, Mr John Mac- 
Caul at Glafgow, Mr Robert Balfour at Glafgow, Mr 
Akxander Ranken at Glafgow, Minijiers; Mr Thomas 
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Muir, advocate, Mr William Walker, merchant, GlaC- 
gow, Ruling Elders: — From the City of Glafgow^ Archi- 
bald Campbell, Efq; advocate: — From the Univerjity of 
Glafgow^ Dr Archibald Davidfon, Principal of Glafgow 
College :— From the Burgh of Rutberglen^ George White, 
Efq; of Bankhead, Provoft of Rutherglen : — From the 
Prejbytery of DumbartoUy Mr John Davidfon at Old Kilpa- 
trick, Mr David MacGibbon at Buchanan, Mr John Allan 
at Row, Minijlers i the Right Honourable Hay Campbell, 
Lord Advocate, Ruling Elder: — From the Burgh of Dum- 
barton, Mr John Jardine, prefent Dean of Guild of Dum- 
barton:— And the General Aflejnbly added thereto, Dr 
Alexander Carlyle at Invereflc, in place of the Modera- 
tor ; together with all thofe whofe Commiflions were re- 
jected on account of informality, viz. For the Pre/byte^ 
ry of Kintyre, Archibald MacDonald, Efq; of Sanda, Ru- 
ling Elder: — For the Prejbytery of Mull^ Mr Patrick Mac- 
Arthur at Torofay, Mr Alexander Campbell at Ardna- 
inurchan, Minijlers; Allan MacDougall of Galanach, Efq; 
Ruling Elder : — For King^s Collegey Aberdeen^ Mr Roderick 
MacLeod, Sub-principal : — For the Burgh of Banff, George 
Robinfon, Efq; of Gafk : — For the Prejbytery of Abertarpb, 
Mr John MacDonell, Minifter of the Gofpel, Ruling El- 
der: — ^For the Burgh of Wick^ Mr James Horn, writer to 
the Signet : — For the Prejbytery of Langholm^ Mr John 
Ruflell at Cannoby, Mr William Little at Weftcr-Kirk, 
Minijlers; Mr James Saunders, writer to the Signet, Ru- 
ling £/J<?r ;— For the Burgh of New Galloway, Mr Ephraim 
Lockhart of Leith: — To be Commissioners of this 
General Aflembly, to the efFe<a after mentioned ; with 
power to the faid Commiilioners, or their quorum, 
which is hereby declared to be any thirty-one of the 
faid Commiffioners, whereof twenty-one are always to 
be minifters, to meet and convene within the Aifem- 
bly-houfe at Edinburgh, the firft day after the diffolii- 
tion of this Aflembly, at ten of the clock in the fore- 
noon; and thereafter, the fecond WednefHay of Au- 
guft, third Wednefiiay of November, and the firft Wed- 
nefday of March next to come, and oftener, when and 
where they (hall think fit and convenient, with power to 
the faid Commiflioners to . chufe their own Moderator : 
And likewife, the General Aflembly fully empowers their 
faid Commiflioners, or their quorum above mentioned, 
to cognofce and finally determine, as they (hall fee caufe, 
in every matter referred, or that Ihall be referred to 
them, by an adt or order of this Aflembly ; and to do 
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every thing contained in, and conform to the inftruc- 
tioris given, or to be given by this Aflembly ; and to ad- 
vert to the intereft of the Church on every occa(ion, 
that the Church, and prefent eftablifliment thereof, do 
not fufFer or fuflain any prejudice which they can pre- 
vent, as they will be anfwerable : Provided always, that 
this general claafe be not extended to particular affairs 
or procefles before Synods or Prefbyteries, that are not 
of univerfal concern to, or influence upon the whole 
Church. And it is hereby appointed, that no private 
procefles be determined, except at the four ftated diets ; 
and what fliall be determined at one diet of the CommiC- 
^on, with relation to private caufes, ftiall be unalterable 
by any other diet thereof, and fliall ftand and continue 
in force till difapproved of by the General Aflembly. 
And the Aflembly renews the inftrudlions given by the 
General Aflembly in the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventeen to their Gommifllon, and appoints 
the fame to fland in full forcq as inftrudlions to the Com- 
miflloners before named, and to be obferved by them in 
all points, as if the fame were fpecially here inferted ; and 
that they enquire into the publifliing and fpreading of 
books and pamphlets, tending towards the promoting of 
opinionis of whatever kind, inconflftent with our Cb/»- 
Jeffion of Faith ; and that the recommenders of fuch books 
or pamphlets, or the errors therein contained, whether 
by word, writ, or print, be called before the faid Com- 
miflibn, to anfwer for the fame. And further, the faid 
Commtflion is hereby empowered to receive any referen- 
ces and appeals that fliall be made to them from Synods, 
in matters of dodrine, and ripen fuch aflairs for the next 
General Aflembly ; ana to contribute what they can to 
the fupprefling of vice and immorality, and give all need- 
ful advice and afllftance to Synods and Prcfliy teries, upon 
application to them for that end : Likewlfe, to take care 
that the imprcfllons of the Holy Scriptures^ the Confeffion of 
Faith ^ and Catcchifms^ and fuch books as are author i fed 
by this Church, relating to the dodrine, worftiip, difci- 
pline and government thereof, be corred: ; and give di- 
rections about printing the fame. And the Commifllon- 
ers are appointed and empowered to keep a correfpon- 
dence with the Committee for Reformation of the High- 
lands and Iflands, for fupprefling popery and fuperftition, 
and for promoting the knowledge of true religion, and 
carrying on a reformation in thefe parts, and give aflift. 
ance and concurrence therein ; and, if need be, to ap. 
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ply to the Government for a proper remedy and fpeedy 
redrefs. And the faid Coramiflioners are hereby ftridlly 
prohibited and difcharged to meddle in any other mat- 
ters than what are committed and referred to them as 
above mentioned : And, in all their acStings^ they are to 
proceed according to the ads and conftitution of this 
Church, and to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the^ 
prejudice of the fame ; declaring, that, in and for all 
their actings, they fhall be accountable to, and cenfurable 
by the next General Aflembly, as they fliall fee caufe. 
And the General Aflembly appoints the faid Commiflion- 
ers particularly to obferve the ads of the General Aflem- 
blies one thoufand (even hundred and twelve, and one 
thoufand feven hundred and nineteen, refpeding the ap- 
plication of the public money ; which two ads are print- 
ed among the ads of Aflembly one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty-one. And this Commiffion is to continue 
and endure until another Commiflion be appointed ; and 
:members are required to attend the diets of the faid 
Commiflion ; and abfents therefrom are ordered to be no- 
'ticed, according to the 17th ad of the General Aflembly 
held in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fix. 
And for the better fecoring of a quorum^ and attendance 
of members on the Commiflion, the General Afl[embly 
prohibits the Prefl>ytery of Edinburgh, or any other Pref- 
bytery within twelve miks thereof, to meet on any of 
tthe days or week« appointed for the meeting of this Com- 
-miflion ; and fuch of the members of thefe Preflby teries 
AS are on the Commiflion, are required, all of them to 
give attendance on the diets thereof^ and the Preft)yte- 
ries at a greater diftance, who have four or more mem- 
bers on the Commiflion, are to take care, that at leaft 
two .of them attend caoh diet of the fame : And the Ge- 
neral Aflembly /appoint their Commiflion, at their firft 
meeting., to difcufs as many of the caufes and queflions 
relative to the fettlement of vacant churches, which are 
or fliall be referred to them by the Aflfembly, as they 
can overtake^ And it is further provided, that when 
any Prefl)ytery or Synod of this Church fliall decline to 
comply with the fentence of the Commiflion, or to give 
the fame a full execution, in that cafe the Commiflion is 
hereby prohibited to execute the fame, by appointing 
any fuch correfpondent meeting, as has been fome time 
the pradice, but fliall allow the fame to lie oyer to the 
enfuing Aflembly, to which fuch Prefl)yteries or Synods 
(hall be lanfwerable for fuch their condud, and are here* 
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by appointed to fend up with their Commiflloners their 
reafons for the fame. And that in paiEng their fenten- 
ces, and in ordering the execution of the fame, they 
ftridly obferve the. 12th ad of the Aflembly one thou* 
fand feven hundred and thirty-fix. ■ 



viir. 

Commiffion to fome Minifters and Ru- 
ling Elders, for the Reforraadon of 
the Highlands and Jflands of Scot- 
land, and for managing his Majefty's 
Royal Bounty for that end. 

Edinburgh^ May 30. 1789. Sejf. 9. 

THE General Assembly did, and hereby do, no- 
mioate and appoint the Reverend Dr George Hill, 
Profellbr of Divinity in the Univerfity of St Andrews, 
their Moderator, all the minifters who are members of the 
Prefbytery of Edinburgh, Mr Hugh MacTavaifh at Inner- 
gl^ablan, Mr John Hamilton at Kiimorie, Dr John Smith 
at Campbelton, Mr Hugh Campbell at Kihnartin, Mr 
James MacDiarmid at Weem, Mr William Innerarity at 
Caputh, Mr JEJarry Inglis at Forteviot, Mr Lewis Dunbar 
^tKinnoull, Mr Walter Buchanan at Stirling, Mr An- 
drew Duncan at Auchterarder, Mr Robert Stirling at 
CriefF, Mr Chriftoph'er Tait at Kincardine, Mr Archi- 
bald Smith at Kinrofs, Mr Thomat Fleming at Kirkaldie, 
Mr George Lyon at Strathmiglo, Principal Gillefpie, St 
Andrews, Mr James Forrefter at Anftruther Wefter, Mr 
John Halyburton at Kettins, Mr Thomas Mafon at Dun- 
nichen, Mr John Gibfon at Mains, Mr Alexander Gir- 
van at Lunan, Mr James Lauder at Dun, Mr John Hut- 
cheon at Fettereflb, Dr John Brown at Newhills, Profef- 
for Gerard, Aberdeen, Mr William Morrice at Kincar- 
din*oneal^ Mr William Shand at Lumphanan, Mr Gjeorge 
Forbes at Lochel, Mr Alexander Meafns at Towie, Mr 
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James Milne at Ellon, Mr George Skene-Keith at Keith- 
hall, Mr William Taylor at New Deer, Dr George Moir 
at Peterhead, Mr William Stewart at Turreff, Mr Robert 
Ogilvy at Ordiquhiil, Mr James Scott at Gartly, Mr 
James Grant at Inveraven, Mr Lewis Grant at Crom- 
dale, Mr Robert Paterfon at New Spynie, Mr Alexander 
Colli at Edinkelly, Mr Donald Mitchell at Ardclach, Mr 
William Smith at Petty, Mr James Monro at Cromarty, 
Mr John Mathifon at Kilmuir Eaftpr, Mr Harry Robert- 
fon at Kiltearn, Mr Thomas Rofs at Kilmanivaig, Mr 
Martin Macpherfon at Slate, Mr Alexander Mackay at 
Baryas, Mr Edmund Macqueen at Barra, Mr Murdoch 
Maclver at Lochalfli, Mr Walter Rofs at Clyne, Mr 
George Mackenzie at Olrick, Mr George Barry at Kirk- 
wall, Mr Francis Liddell at Orphir^ Mr John Anderfon 
at Stronfay, Mr John Morifon at Delting, Mr John Ber- 
tram at Muiravenfide, Mr Thomas Gray at Broughton, 
Mr David Anderfon at Kirkurd, Dr John Main at New- 
ton, Dr Henry Greive at Dalkeith, Mr John Hamilton 
at Bolton, Mr John Ewing at Whittingham, Mr Adam 
Murray at Eccles, Mr George Cupples at Swinton, Mr 
Robert Turnbull at Sproufton, Mr William Paton at Eck- 
ford, Dr Alexander Duncan at Smalholm, Mr Simoa 
Halyburton at Afhkirk, Mr William Scott at Gretqey, 
Dr JohnBurgefsat Kirkmichael, Mr Andrew Yorftoun at 
Clofeburn, Dr Bryce Johnfton at Holywood, Dr David 
Lamont at Kirkpatrick Durham, Mr John Gillefpie at 
Kells, Dr William Boyd at Penningham, Mr John Coul- 
ter at Stranraer, Mr John Ramfay at Kirkmichael, Mr 
Malcolm Brown at Kilbirnie, Mr Thomas Burns at In* 
.chinnan, Mr John Riik at Dalfelf, Mr Thomas Linning 
at Lefmahago, Profeflbr Robert Findlay, Glafgow, Prin- 
cipal Davidfon, Glafgow, Mr John Davldfon at Old Kirk- 
patrick, Mr Alexander Campbell at Ardnamurchan, Mr 
Alexander Macfarlane at Kilfinan, Minlfters ; John La- 
mont of Lampnt, Efo; Mr John Home of Kilduff, Wil- 
liam Campbell of Fairfield, Efq; Donald MacLauchlan^ 
Efqj Profeflbr James Williamfon, Glafgow, David Stew- 
art, Efq; Banker, William Campbell, Efq; of Duneaves, 
Mr David Cathcart, Advocate, Mr Archibald Fletcher^ 
Writer to the Signet, Mr John Erfkine, Advocate, The 
Honourable Henry Erfkine, Profeflbr William Richardfbn^ 
Gla(gow, Sir Charles Prefton of Valleyfield, Alexander 
Wight, Efq; Advqcate, Major John Melvill of Cairney, Dr 
AndrewDuncan, Edinburgh, ProfeflTor John Cook, St An- 
drews, Charles Hope, Efq; Advocate, Mr George Im- 
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iach, Writer to the Signet, Adam Gillies, Efq; Advocate, 
Profeflbr John ; Playfair, James Cunningham, Efq; of 
Hyndhope,;WilliaTn Macdonald, Efq; of Raneaton, Pro- 
fefToT Thomas Gordon, Aberdeen, Mr John Dickfon, 
Advocate, John; Clerk, Efq; of Eldin, Mr George Leflie, 
Merchant, Edinburgh, Mr Alexander Forbes, Writer, Mr 
George Andrew., Writer, Mr John Kxx^til^ junior^ Writer, 
Mr Raron Gordon, Ifaac Grant of Hilton, Efq; Dr Gre- 
gory Oxant, Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Gordon, Writer, 
Mr William Scott, Banker, Edinburgh, Robert Urquhart, 
E(q; Advocate, MrLudovick Grant, junior^ Writer, Ro- 
bert MacIntofK, Efq; Advocate, Simon Frafer, Efq; of 
Faraline, Convener John Lindfay, Edinburgh, Lord An- 
kerville, Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, yW/or, Writer, Lord 
Mi^cdonald, The Procurator, Dr Alexander Hamilton, 
Edinburgh, Profeflbr Hugh Macleod, Glafgovv, Robert 
Bruce, .^neas Macleod of Cadboll, Efq; Mr David Bal- 
four, Writer, Mr Alexander Youngfon, Writer, Mr Mal- 
colm Laing, Advocate, Alexander Cunningham, Efq; 
y^f/ior, of Hyndhope, John Clerk, Efq; Advocate, Profef- 
fotr Andrew ' Dalzel, Edinburgh, John Balfour, Efq; 
ypUnger of Pilrig, Mr Alexander Bonar, Banker, Mr 
Archibald Mercer, Merchant, John Grieve, Efq; late 
Lorfc^ Provoft of Edinburgh, Convener Orlando Hart, 
Robert Allan, Efq; Banker, The Honourable Captaiti 
Ssndilands, John Brown of Coultermains, Efq; The Lord 
Chief Baron, Andrew Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Efq; 
The, Solicitor General, The Marquis of Tweeddaie, 
George Buchan of Kello, Efq; Matthew Sandilands' Dy- 
fart, Efq; The Right Honourable Henry Dundas, ^ Mr 
J^mes Dickfon, Bookfeller, Edinburgh, Mr John Wilde, 
Advocate, Sir James Pfingle of Stitchill, Mr Walter 
Scott, Merchant, Thomas Tweedie of Oliver, Efq; Mr 
Archibald Douglas, Writer, Alexander Ferguflbn, Efq; 
of Craigdarroch, Horatius Cannan of Barley, Efq; George 
Cranfton, Efq; of Dewar, John Bufhby, Efq; Mr Thomas 
Smith, Writer, John Hamilton of Bargeny, Efq; George 
Ferguflbn, Efq; Advocate, The Honourable Patrick 
Boyle, John Miller, Efq; Advocate, Profeflbr Archibald 
Arthur, Glafgow, Mr Thomas Muir, Advocate, Archi- 
bald Campbell, Efq; Advocate, The Lord Advocate, ifir- 
ling Elders i TO BE A Committee of this AflTembly, for the 
reformation of the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, for 
promoting the knowledge of true religion, fupprefling 
Popery and profanenefs, and for managing the Royal 
Bounty for thefe ends, according to, and in terms of his 
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Majefty*s grant to this Aflembly. In profecution of 
-which purpofes, the Committee are to appoint Preachers 
and Catechifts, to go to fuch places as they fhall find, 
upon due information, to be the mod proper, according 
to His Majefty*s defign, exprefled in His warrant ; and^ 
in fo doing, that they ha^e particular regard to fuch pa- 
rifhes, in South Uift, Small Ifles, Glenco, Harris, the 
countries of Moidart, Glengary, and Lochaber, and the 
oth^r parifhes of the Synods of Glenelg and Argyle, 
which the Committee Ihall find, by reafon of the vaft ex- 
tent, by the prevalency of Popery and ignorance, and 
other unhappy circumftances, to be in the greateft dif- 
trefs : And they (hall take care, that the perfons they 
employ be certified^ and found, upon due trial, to be 
properly qualified for thefe refpedive offices, of good 
abilities for the fame, of a pious life and converfation^ 
prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Majefty, and of 
competent (kill in the principles of Divinity, and parti- 
cularly in Popifti controverfies : Such Preachers and Ca- 
techifts being hereby appointed to be fiibjedt to, and un- 
der the infpeiftion of the Prefbyteries of the bounds to 
Which they are fent, who are to take care that the orders 
of the Committee be duly obferved by them. And the 
Preachers are alfo appointed to catechife, and both they 
and the Catechifts to inftrud the people from houfe to 
iioufe, and to vifit the fick; and, in all their labour a- 
-mong the people, to be careful to teach them the princi- 
ples and duties of the true Chriftian Proteftant religion, 
and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty 
to our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the 
laws : And the Committee are empowered to give theth 
fuch inftrudions, as to their work and behaviour, as they 
fliall judge meet ) which inftruAions the Preachers and 
Catechifts are hereby ordered to obey. The General 
Aflembly do further appoint the faid Committee, to have 
a particular regard in their proceedings, to the regula- 
tions agreed upon by the Conimittee of the Aflembly 
for managing the Royal Bounty, on the 30th of Septem- 
ber 1 730, approven by frequent Afl[emblies : And to take 
care that Prefl)yteries, and others concerned, obferve 
the fame, which they are hereby ordered to do : Parti- 
cularly, the Aflembly ordains the feveral Prefl)yteries to 
inlert in their regifters, the Committee's appointments 
or the delignations, falaries, and ftations of the feveral 
miflionaries, and to have an exad regard thereto, in all 
the letters they fliall write about the faid mifliouaries, 
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^nd in giving of certificates to them ; and to direca all 
their letters, concerning miffionaries in their bounds, 
only to the Moderator of the Committee ; which letters 
ihall be figned, at the appointment of the Prefbytery, by 
the Moderator or Clerk thereof: And the Aflembly does 
difcharge any payment to be made of the falaries of the 
miflionaries, except upon receipts from the miffionaries 
themfelves, and upon certificates from the Prefbyteries, 
bearing, That they have ferved for the time mention- 
ed in tbe receipts j and that every Catechift who re- 
ceives a falary froni the Royal Bounty, on condition 
that the parifhioners or gentlemen of the diftritft (hall 
pay a certain fum In aid of fuch falary, fhall infert, in 
the body of his receipt to the Cafhier, a declaration that 
he has received tbe particular fum fpecified ; and that 
the atteftation of the Prefbytery flxall in like manner 
bear, that the Catechift has received the ftipulated fum 
which the Committee make the condition of his appoint- 
ment ; it being underftood by this refolution, that the 
feveral ftations, with regard to which fuch conditions 
were originally made by the Committee, when no fuch 
declaration of the Catechift, or atteftation of the Prefby- 
tery, ^^s is now propofed, is received by the Cafliier, 
ihall be afterwards fupprefled by the Committee, though 
the Catechift fhall, notwithftanding, receive the falary 
foi* the time he is certified to have performed his duty. 
That a journal of the itinerant's labours in the miniftry, 
of the miffion committed to him, be written on the back 
of the Prefbytery's certificate, and figned by him^ as the 
ground on which the Prefbytery have granted him faid 
certificate. The General Aflembly do alfo empower the 
faid Committee to apply, for the purpofes above men- 
tioned, what may remain of the laft year's Royal Bounty 
not difpofed of, by reafon of any of the miffionaries not 
fulfilling the appointments laid upon them ; and that they 
are to keep a regifter of their proceedings, and likewife 
diftindt books of accounts, bow the forefaid money is be- 
ftowed, which fhall be patent to any concerned who pleafe 
to infpedt the fame. Of tbe perfons above named, as mem- 
bers of this Committee, five are declared to be a quorum, 
whereof three are to be minifters. But it is hereby ap- 
pointed. That at the quarterly meeting of the Committee, 
in which the fcheme or eftabliftiment of miffionaries for 
the enfuing year is to be approved and determined, not 
lefs than fourteen fhall be the quorum, whereof nine 

fliall 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 The JC TS of the 

ihall be minifters ; and the faid Committee are appoint- 
ed to have their general meetings at Edinburgh, the firft 
lawful day after the adjournment of each of the four 
Hated diets of the Commiflion of the General Aflembly, 
within the Aflembly ayle, at ten of the clock inthe fore- 
noon, except that day fhall fall to be Saturday, and then 
the meeting (hall be upon Monday next thereafter, at 
,the faid hour ; with power to the faid Committee to ad- 
journ themfelves to fuch times and places as they fliall 
find moft needful and convenient : And they are to keep 
a correfpondence with the Commiflion of the General 
Aflembly, and the Society for propagating Chriftian 
Knowledge, and their Committee of Diredors,.a^id to 
take their advice and afllftance ; and alfo to correfpond 
with* the Synods and.Prefbyteries concerned. They are 
likewife inllruded and empowered, .as they (hj^ll fee 
caufe, to apply to the Government,, or any Magiftrate, 
for aflifl:ance and fupport in carrying on the defign of 
the commiflion now given to them. And the Genieral 
Afltimbly. do appoint Mr William Robertfon advocate, 
Procurator for the Church, ^nd Receiver of the forefaid 
Royal Bounty, to pay out the fame, as he fhall be di- 
reded and ordered by the forefaid Committee, and ac- 
cording to their rules. And the faid Cqmmittee are ap- 
pointed to examine. the accounts of the diftribution of 
the Royal Bounty, and lay the fame before the Lords 
Commiflloners'of His Majefliy's Treafury, or the Barons 
of His Majefty's Court ,of Exchequer, and to report their 
diligence to the General .AiTembly, to whom they are 
to be accountable. . And it is agreed, That no perfon 
once employed and iufert in the fcheme fliall be ftruck 
<jut thereof for that year^ but by the quorum of at lead 
fourteen, whereof nine to be minifters ; and in cafe any 
complaint fliall be made againfl: any of them on the 
fcheme, it fliall not be determined the firft ordinary 
meeting that the fame isr offered, but it fliall lie on the 
table till another meeting ; and in the mean time the 
perfon complained of, and th? Prefljytery of the bounds 
wherein he officiates, fliall be acquainted of fuch com- 
plaint, and thofe concerned be required to fend to the 
faid Committee a juft account of the matter againft the 
next meeting. And it is further appointed. That after 
the yearly fcheme of mifllonaries on the Royal Bounty, 
is fettled in manner alyove dirededj and notice thereof 
given by letters to the Prefl^yteries concerned, fuch 
Prdbyteries fliall fend up to the faid Committee their 
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anfwer t© thefe lettew, at fartheft with their Gommif- 
iioners to the Oeileral Aficmbly, if the fame be not done 
fooner ; and that the Gtimniittee, at their firft meeting 
after the Qeneral Aflembly,. flialL endeavour to complete 
the nexfyear's fcbeme themfelves jiand if they cannot 
complete it, they (hall name a Sub-committee of their 
uumber for that purpofe, who are to JJay their draught 
thereof l?e^orp a fubfeqjient meeting, which is appointed 
to meet- as ifqon after theirifing of the:Affembly ks pof*. 
fible. An^.empower^^ the Committee^ at their firft 
naeetiug, y;o.rejfd any petition for a new ftation, in cafe 
they ihalj find . fufiicient bbjedions • againft it j and that 
the faid Qomffiittee;:in,',making up the fcheme of mif- 
fionaries, &^. do not exoeed the fum in the grant. 
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OyertOTe.re^ei6Siig the Lic^nfing of 
Probationers, re-tranfinitted. 



' ' i \ ' / Edinburgh ^ May 26. 1787/, 

THJE General Aflembly having taken under their 
ferious confideration, the great danger to which 
the interefts of religion and of this Church may be ex- 
pofed, by licenfing any to preach the gofpel, who are 
hot duly qualified for that important truft, do hereby 
enad, and ordain, that, in all time coming, the follow- 
ing regulations fhall be ftridly obferved : 

I. It is hereby enatfted, That no Student fhall be eii- 
tered upon the roll of any Profellbr of Divinity, unlefs 
he fhall produce to the faid Profeflbr, a certificate from 
the minifler of the parifh in which' he has his ufual refi- 
dence; or in his abfence, or during a vacancy in faid pa- 
rifh, from fome neighbouring minifler^ bearing, that his 
charad:er is fuitable to his views ; together with a diplo- 
ma of Mafler^of Arts, pr Certificates from the feveral 
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^Whner prescribed by this'lift^J; and that hls'-condui^Vas 
fef as cdrifift^Vilf^ thfe kiib\yled|;e bf theTaid ProfeflbT, 
Oil Profeffort/Tris-becn in' igycfry.rfefceaXuitaW to' W^ 

^siniifev^-: • '''''-■'';:,/ '• ^- ',_'..;..;,.■ JT 

/ j^tbj No Pteibytcry ffialF receive • ady*^ ^P?;^ 

trials, unlefs they are fatisf^ed that he i$ of good report 5 
ibund in his principles ; piblis', fober, gfate", and pruden^ 
in his behaviour, of a peaceable difpofition, and well af^ 
feded to the happy eftablifhment in this kjin^dom, bprh 
in Ohurch and State* And, that th^ Pi^efbytery may 
proceed with all due cautJojif, iit i fnatter of fqch pecur 
liar importance, they (hall tjptagree tb the tiiption iribeT 
half of the Student, unlefs he fhall erthe'rl?a.ve'refided 
fix kalendar months withiii their boiiiidis. imoiecnat^^ 
prerioiis to th6 date of; theii' • di?Hberatj6ns| ojf Ihull pro- 
duce a certificare of his b^ing qAialifiiBd^ as is Hereid prqf-; 
vided, from the Pretbytery in wnofe bbliSdi he hath iiad 
his ufual refidence for that period. 

$tby The Prelbytery Ihall pot agree to, the lyotionrin 
farour of thfe Student, unlefs they are l^tisfied that he 
bM made a cOn^ipfetent dearie of 'proficiency in thpfe fe- 
vetal branches'bf knowledge; which are neceflary to en- 
able him to be- an ufcful Preacbtr of ' tHe^pofpel. , And 
the General 'AflSembly ord^in^ that the P^^ibytfery, in or- 
der to procure'^FulI information In this refped., fhali ex- 
anlihe the Studfeht,'ftx'idly afnd privately, oh his know- 
. kdge of the<5i*epk and Latin languages, •and of l^lkiXor 
Ibphy and Theology.^ * ' ! , 

6tb^ If, after thefe preliminary tteps have been taken,- 
thePrefbytery fhall be of' opinion, that t'be' Student is 
duly qualified in thefe fevcral particulars, they IhaU re- 
cord this opinion in their minutes, and order their clerk 
to write letters to the feveral Prefbyteries within the 
bounds of the Provincial Synods /ti^o kahndar months at 
Scfl: if/Aifss!"''^^^ before tbc meeting of tbe fame^ informing them of the 
Prefbytery's intention to take the Student upon public 
trials ; and bearingi that the feveral certificates in his fa- 
vour, which are required by this adl, Havie been regular- 
ly laid before them. But it is hereby provided, That 
within the bounds of (uch Synods as meet only once a^ 
year, a Student may be entitled to have thefe circular 
letters written half a-y ear Iboner than >ouId be other- 
wifetompetent; -- ^ 

yil; The General Aflcmbly !do likewlfe appoint Pref* 
byceries* to obfcrve the feveral regulations which are 
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}prcfcribed 10 rthe "immediately pteceding fecSlion of thh 
adl, before they recommend a Student as qualified to 
be taken upofi public Itciials by any dthta PreAytery. 

. yill. If a Student hath ftudled^ either in whole or in 
part> iji Uni7i^rii«i6& >wbieh are not within the bounds of 
thi&.Churcb^' he. ftoill/ wiifeli he is pcopofed. to any Pret 
bytery for trials, be required to produce fatjsfying tefti- . 
mpnials from;the Profeflbrs of Divinity in (aid Univer- 
iities ; and the time which thefe. Profeflbrs fhall certify 
to have been employed by him in fludying Divinity un- 
der' their tuition,^ (hall be cbmputed id the fame man- 
ner as jf he had profecuted his fludies in any of the 
Uniyerfities, within, the bounds of this Church. But it 
is hereby ptovidedi That no Student, in fuch circum- 
ftanpes, (hall be admitted, even to thofe private trials 
which arfe appointed to be taken before the writing 
of the circular letters, fooner than fix kaleudar months 
after his arrival in Scotland. 

IX* The General Aflembly ordain, That if a Preiby- 
tery propofe to take a Student upon public trials, and 
have, with that view, written the circular letters, as is 
hejein required, public intimation thereof fhall be made 
at fome diet of the next meeting of the Provincial Synod, 
which fhall not be the laft diet theteof. And it is like- 
wife bereby ordained, That at fome. fubfequent diet of 
the Synod, particular enquiry fhall be made, whether any 
of the members of the Court has any objection to offer 
againfl the Student bcipg entered upon public trials. 

. X. If the Synod (hall allow the Student to be taken 
upon public trials. The Prefby tery fhall proceed therein 
with all convenient fpeed j and the Aflembly appoint the 
following trials to be taken of the Student, and in the 
order herein mentioned : l/tf, Catechetic Trials on Divini- 
ty, Chronology and Church Hiflory ; 2^, A trial on the 
Hebrew and Greek languages ; 3^, An Exegefis in Latin, 
on fome controverted head in Divinity, with the defence 
of the Thefis ; J^b, A Homily in Englifh ; ^tb, An Ex- 
ercife and Addition ; 6tb, A LeAure on fome large por- 
tion of Scripture j ytb^ A popular Sermon ; it being un- 
derftood, that if the Prefbytery fee caufe, they may exa- 
mine the Student upon the fubjeft of thefe feveral dif- 
courfes. 

XL The Student having gone through the feveral 
trials, which are mentioned in the immediately preceding 
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ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of the General 
Assembly of thp Chur.ch of Spotland, held in 
the year }jSg, whicU ar,e not printed at full length. 



I^t)firf4qy, May ?f . 1789. S^. iji. 

AFt£& feriDon by the Reverend Dr Archibald Davidson, 
Principal of the College of Glafgow, Moderator of the laft 
Gen,ei:al .^Sembly, the Minifters and Ruling Elders convened 
in tbjs Aftembl^'houiby in the ufual manner^: And, after praj- 
.er 1^ the faid Dy Archibald Davidfbn, the Reverend Dr 
George Hill, Frofeffor of Divinity in the Univerfity of St. 
Andrews, being unanimoufly chofen Moderator, he, at the Af- 
fembly's defite, took the chair. 

The Moderator repre&nted to the AiTeinbly, that it had been the 
nfual praidtice, aiQ^r the choice of a Moderatqr, to turn to the 
Throne, to receive any commiinications, which his Grace the 
.Commissioner biul to deliver to them from their mofl .Gra- 
cious SoYEREioN : iBut as the office of Principal Clerk was va- 
Jcant, by the death of the Reverend Dr John JDrysdale, and 
at- the difpofal of the Affembly, he fubmitted to the Houfe, 
whether they jQiould, in the firft place, fill up that vacancy. — 

. After xeafbning'at confiderable length on this fubje£t, a mo- 
tion was made and feconded,-5-+**« That the General AlTembly 
" do now proceed to eledl a Principal Clerk of the Affembly 
** in the room.oi the late Dr John Dryfdaie.*' — ^To which mo- 
tion the following amendment was propofed and feconded ; — 
** 'Under this ^ro/aj/Q, that it fhall be competent to any mem- 
" her of this Affembly to demand a Scrutiny or Inveftigation 
'* of the legality of the votes, or any of them, given for any of 
*' the candidates :— That for this purpofe, the names of all the 
** members voting, and for whom they vote, Ihall be taken 
f* 4own ; — ^That the Inveftigation fhall be committed to the 
" Committee for revifing Commiifions : That the Affembly 
^^ ihall, at a fubfequent diet, decide on their report ; and that 
" the eledlion fhall then be declared to have fallen on the pei*- 
** fon having the majority of legal votes on the roll, as purged 
" by the Affembly.*'— The ftate of the vote was put. Amend- 
ment^ or Not ; — It being underftood, that if it carried Amend- 
ment^ the Affembly fhould immediately proceed to the eledion 
of a Principal Clerk, under the provifo contained in the A- 
mendment: And if it carried Not^ that the Ainendment fhould 
be rejeded : — And the roll being called and votes marked, it 
carried Amendment.-^^Thjsrtfott the Affembly agreed to pro- 
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ceed immediately to the eledion of a Principal Clerk, under 
the provifo contained in the above Amendment. — Againft 
which decifion the Solicitor General protefted. — Then the Re- 
verend Dr Alexander Carlyle, Minifter of the Gofpel at 
Inverefk, and Mr Andrew Dalzel, Profeffor of Greek in the 
Univerfity of Edinburgh, being propbfed as candidates for the 
office of Principal Clerk ;— The vote was put, Dr Carlyle^ 
or Mr Dalzel: And the roll being called and votes marked, it 
carried Dr Carlyle. — The Moderator being deiired to declare 
in what manner he would give his calling vote, if, upon a 
Scrutiny, there fhould Appear an equality of votes, declared. 
That " he does now give his vote for Dr Carlyle." — ^There- 
upon the Honourable Henry Erfkine demanded a fcrutiny in 
behalf of Mr Dalzel ; and Principal Davidfon demanded the 
fame in behalf of Dr Carlyle : Both which demands were 
granted by the Affembly : And the Roll of the Affembly, being 
marked agreeable to the Amendment, was fealed with the feals 
X)f the Moderator, Principal MacCormick, and Sir Henry Mon- 
creifF-Wellwooa ; thefe two Reverend Gentlemen having been 
previoufly requefted to affift the Sub-Clerk by marking the Roll 
while the members voted ; and the faid Roll fo fealed, was de- 
livered to the Moderator.— rThe Affembly therefore did, with 
and under the provifo above mentioned^ elei^, conftitute and ap- 
point Dr Alexander Carlyle, Minifter of Inverelk, to be 
Principal Clerk to the General Ailembly, and CommiiSions 
thereof, with power to him to exerce that office, and enjoy the 
Emoluments, Profits and Privileges thereof as fully and freely, 
as Dr John Dryfdale, or ar\y other his predeceflbrs enjoyed the 
fame : And Dr Carlyle compearing, the oath defideU admini- 
Jlratione officii was adminiftered to him ; and he took his place 
as Principal Clerk to the General Aflembly. 

*rhe Kino's Commiffion to the Right Honourable David Earl of 
5ee Printed Leven to reprefeut His Majefty's Royal Perfon read, and or- 
Ads, N<^. L -dered to be recorded. 

The King's moft gracious Letter to this Aflembly, read, and or- 
and N®. U, dered to be recorded. 

His Majefty's Royal warrant for L. 1000 Sterling, delivered. to 
the Aflembly by his Grace the Commifliioner, and ordered to 
be recorded. 

The Commiflioner's fpeech at the opening of the Aflembly, and 
the Moderator's fpeech in return thereto. 

A Committee named for anfwering the King's moft gracious Let- 
ter. 

The fame Committee appointed to draw up a congratulatory ad- 
drefs to His Majefty on His recovery from His late lUnefsi.And 
alfo an addrefs to the Queen, on the fame happy event. 

A Committee named for revifing the Coinmiflions to the mem- 
bers of this Aflembly, cenfuring abfents from the diets there- 
of ; naming Minifters to preach before his Grace the King's 
.Commiflioner, and receiving Lifts of Probationers in the fcveral 
Pxeft)yterics, in order to their being recorded. 
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A Committee for overtures named. 

A Committee for bills, references, and appeals, named. 

Adjournment. 

Friday^ May 22. 1789. Sejffl 2d. 
Sederunt^ 

A diet fpent in Prayer. 
Ad VII. of Affembly 1718 for the better difpatch of the bufinefs 

of the Affembly, read, and the obfervation thereof enjoined* 
Minifters named to preach before his Grace, the King's Commif- 

fioner. 
The Committees for overtures and bills appointed to meet this ' 

evening at 7 o'clock in the ufual places. 
Adjournment. 

Saturday, May 23. 1789. Seffl 3^. 

Sederunt. 

A new Commiffion produced. 

Several members adhered to the proteft taken on Thurfday by 
the Solicitor General in the queftion relative to the Clerkihip. 

The draught of an Anfwer to the King's moll gracious Letter to 
this Affembly, being brought in, and approved, his Grace the g^^ Printed 
Commiffioner, at the Affembly's requeft, undertook to tranfmit Afls, N^. III. 
the fame to his Majefty. 

The draught of an Addrefs to the King on His recovery from his 
late Illnefs, being brought in, and approved, his Grace the 
Commiffioner, at the Affembly's requeft, undertook to tranfmit N^. IV. 
the fame to his Majefty. 

The draught of an Addrefs to the Queen on the fame happy event, 
being likewife brought in, and approved, his Grace the Commif- 
fioner, at the Affembly's requeft, undertook to tranfmit the andN^. V. 
famQ to her Majefty. 

The roll of caufes tranfmitted by the Committee for bills, called 
for, produced and read. 

A Committee named to revife the regifter of the adings and pro- 
ceedings of the Commiffion of the laft General Affembly. 

A Coinmittee named to revife the adings and proceedings of the 
Committee named by laft Affembly, for managing the Royal 
Bounty for the Reformation of the Highlands and Iflands. 

A Committee named to audit and revife the accounts of the procu- 
rator and agent for the Church, confider the ftate of the Church's 
public money, and prepare overtures about the fame. 

The Affembly agreed to confider the petition of Mr James Lawfon, 
prracher, on Monday. 

The Committee for overtures appointed to meet this evening, and 
empowered to receive from the feveral members, any inftrudi- 
ons given to them by the refpedivc Synods or Preft}yteries, clafs 
the matters therein contained, and prepare overtures thereon 
to the Affembly ; and to receive and confider any accounts that 
fhal be given them of the ftate of the Church in the North 
Highlands, particularly concerning the growth of Popery and 
Superftition, and prepare overtures for preventing and fuppref- 
fing thereof. 
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The Committee for overtures alio appointed to meet on Monday 

next at twplve o'clock. 
Adjournment, 

I^onflay, May 25. 1789. Sef. 4. 
Sederunt. 
Report of the Committee for overtures called for, given in, and 

read. 
Petition for Mr John Anderfon, together with inftruftions from 
. the Preflbytery of North- Ifles^ read, and remitted to the Com- 
mittee for confidering new applications. 
Overtures anent the augmentations of ftipend, and overtures on 

the horfe-tax, read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
Report of the Committee for bills called for, given in, and read, 

and all petitions relating to the public money, referred to the 

Committee on public accounts. 
Committees appointed to revife the Synod-books of Angus and 

Mearns, and of Lothian and Tweeddale. 
None of the other Synod-books being brought up, appointed th?t 

they be brought up to next AiTembly. 
The Affembly proceeded to confider the petition for Mr Jgraes 

Lawfon ; which being read, and Mr Lawfon heard in fupport 

thereof, the Aflembiy without debate, difmiflfed the faid petition. 
The Committee for avertures appointed to meet this evening at 

eight o'clock, and to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. 
The Committee for bills appointed to meet this evening. 
Adjournment. 

Tuefday, May 26. 1789. Sf.f J. 

Sederunt. 

A new commiffion produced, re^d, and fuftained. 

The Synod-book of Dumfries produced, and a Committee named 
to revile the fame. 

The report of the Committee for overtures was called for — And 
as the bufinefs therein contained, refpefied the intereft of Dr 
Carlyle, the Aflembiy allowed him to retire, and appointed Mr 
William Mnvray Junior^ writer in Edinburgh, to officiate as clerk, 
during the Aflembiy 's confidering this report. 

The AflTembly then confidered the faid report, article by article as 
follows. . , 

It was objefted to the commiffion from the Prefbytery of Kin- 
tyre, " I mo J That Mr James Ferrier, who was eleded by the 
** Prelbytery as their elder to the General Aflembiy, upon the 
**'25?A of March, was not an ordained elder of this Church ; 
" and when Mr Ferrier was informed that he was elefted, he 
" wrote to one or other of the members of the Prelbytery, in- 
" forming them, that he was not an elder, and finding fault 
" with them for having ele&ed him. In confeqijence of Mr 
" Ferrier's letter, the Prelbytery, upon the i^tb of April, eled:- 
*^ ed Mr MacDonald of Sanda in place of Mr Ferrier, and at- 
" tefted him to be in all re^&s qualified in the fame manner with 
** Mr Ferrier i therefore if the atteitation is to be founded on, 
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" it amounts to nothing more, than that Mr MacDonald was 
" not an Elder at all ; and that Mr Ferrier not being an Elder, 
" his eledion was null and void, confequently no fubftitution 
** could follow on his refignation : Mr MacDonald's eledion 
** therefore is either a null fubftitution, or a new eledion with- 
** in the forty days. — ^And ido^ That the fubftitution is not 
** iigned on the firft page." After reafoning on the firft ob- 
jedlion at great length, the following motion was made and 
fcconded, " That when a Prelbytery of this Church eledls a 
** Commiffioner who is not an Elder, and afterwards, within 
** forty days of the meeting of the General Aflembly, on the 
*' refignation of the perfon fo eleded, elefts another, by the 
*' form of fubftitution prefcribed by the laws of the Church, 
** fuch fubftitution is null and void ; an4 that therefore it is 
" competent, in fupport of the objedtion, againft the right of 
** Mr MacDonald -of Sanda to fit and vote as a member of this 
" Houfe, to prove by the teftimony of Mr MacDonald himfelf, 
" and other parole evidence, that Mr James Ferrier, the Com- 
** miffioner firft elefted by the Preft)ytery of Kintyre, was not 
•* an Elder of the thurch/' Another motion was made and fe- 
" conded, ** To find, in refpedl that no objedtion is made to the 
" qualification of Mr MacDonald as an Elder, it is inexpedi- 
** ent to enter into the confideration of the queftion rcfpeding 
" Mr Ferrier in its prefent fituation, whereby the Court would 
" go into extraneous evidence, and he might be deprived of 
** his ftate, who is no member of this Aflembly, nor a party 
" to their procedure, and whereby an oblique cenfure wiU be 
** inflided on a Prefljytery, who are not a party before this 
** Houfe.*' The Aflembly agreed to this ftate of the vote, Firft 
or Second motion : And the roll being called and votes mark> 
cd, it carried firjl motion : Therefore the Aflembly decided 
in terms of the above-mentioned firft motion accordingly. In 
confequence of which decifion, the Moderator, by diredion 
of the Houfe, put this queftion to Mr MacDonald of Sanda, 
" Whether it was confiftent with his knowledge, that Mr 
** Jajcnes Ferrier, the CommiflGbner firft eleded by the Preft)y- 
" tery of Kintyre, was not an Elder of this Church, at the time 
" of his eledion :" To which Mr MacDonald made the fol-. 
lowing anfwer : — " Finding a precedent likely to be eftablifti- 
** ed of vaft importance to the Church of Scotland, I defire to 
" be heard by Counfel, as interefted in the confequences, whe- 
" ther 1 am bound to anfwer this queftion or not.'* — The Af- 
fembly, after reafoning upon this anfwer, agreed to delay the 
confideration of the requeft made by Mr MacDonald till to- 
morrow. — ^Then the Aflembly confidered the fecond objedion 
to this Commiffion, viz. " That the fubftitution is not figned 
" on the firft page :" — ^And without debate, unanimoufly re- 
pelled the fame. 
It was objedled to the Commifllion from the Prefljytery of Inver- 
aray, ** That the Elder is not fufficiently defigned.*' The Af- 
fembly, without debate, unanimoufly repelled the objedion, 
and fuftained the Commiflion. 
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I 

« 

I It was objefted to the CommifGon from the Prefbytery of Mull, 

; •* That the Commiffion is null and void, the eledlion having 

j Sec Aft 6. AfC " been made witbin the forty days*^ — After long reafoning, a 
' 1698 ; Aa 7. AfT. motion was made and feconded, " That the Affembly fuftain 

• rTjSj andp. 25. "the objedion, and ordain the Commiilioners « names to be 
I ^759- «« expunged from the roll." — Another motion was made and 

feconded, ^* That the Affembly repel the objeftion to the 

• " Commiffion from the Prefbytery of Mull, bearing date the 
! '* 5th of May current, in refpeft of the exception in the law, 

** in favour of the Northern and Weftern Ifles, and of the 
*'* ufage founded thereon-'* — ^The Affembly agreed to this ftate 
of the vote, Firji or Second motion : — ^And the roll being cal- 
led, and votes marked, it carried ^/y? motion. Therefore the 
Affembly fuftaincd the objedion to the Commiffion from the 
Prefbytery of Mull, and ordained the Commiffioners names to 
be expunged from the roll. — Upon which Mr George Ferguf- 
fon diffented, and protefted. 

The Affembly agreed to refolve themfelves into a Committee of 
the whole Houfe, to proceed farther on the report of the Com- 
mittee for overtures, to meet to-morrow at Eleven o'clock. 

Adjournment. 

Wednefday^ May 27. 1789. Sef. 6tb. 

Sederunt, 

The Affembly having called for the report of the Committee of 
the whole Houfe, for confidering the report of the Committee 
for overtures, the fame was given in and read : And it having 
been objedled to the Commiffion from the Prefbytery of Stir- 
ling, ** That the date of the refblution to eledl is not fufficient- 
ly explicit:" — To the Commiffion from the Prefbytery of 
Auchterarder, ** That the date of the refolution to eled is not 
** fufficiently explicit, and that the fxrfl page of the atteflation 
" is not figned :" — To the Commiffion from the Prefbytery of 
Dumblane, "That the word qf isfubflituted twice in place 43f 
" at, in the defignation of the Miniflers:" — To the Commif- 
fion from the burgh of Kirkcaldy, " That the Elder is diffe- 
" rently named in the Comnuffion, and in the atteflation :" — 
To the Commiffion from the burgh of Kinghorn, " That the 
" date of the Kirk-feffion's atteflation is in a different hand 
" and ink from the body of it :" — ^And to the Commiffion 
from the burgh of Forfar, *« That, after the words Cbarler 
" Hope, Efq; Advocate, the words Ruling Elder are want- 
" ing :'^ — The Committee reported, " That all the faid ob- 
•* jedions feverally ought to be repelled, and the Commit 
" fion fuftained." And it having been objeded to the Com- 
miffion from the Prefbytery of Aberbrothock, *• That Mr 
" George Gleig is returned as one of the reprefentatives, though 
" he is in fadl not even a Minifler of the Church of Scotland, 
" much lefs Minifler of Aberbrothock, fince his ordination and 
" admiffion is in the face of the Adl 5. Seff. 9. Aff. 1732." — 
After reafoning at great length, a motion was made, " That 
" the confideration of the objedion to Mr Gleig's Commiffion, 
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" be poftponed until a judgment be given on the appeal, at 
" the inftance of Charles Allan, Efq; relative to Mr Gleig's 
^* fettlement :" And another motion being made, to proceed ; 
this ftate of the vote was agreed to, Proceed or Delay. And 
the roll being called and votes marked, it carried Delay ; there- 
fore the Committee reported to the General Affembly in terms 
of the faid firft motion accordingly. 

The General Aflembly having confidered the above-mentioned 
report of the Committee of the whole Houfe, did unanimoully 
approve thereof, and order accordingly. 

The General Aflembly, agreeable to the refolution of yefterday, 
proceeded to confider the requeft of Mr MacDonald of Sanda, 
viz. ** That he defired to be heard by Counfel, as interefted in 
** the confequences, whether he was bound to anfwer the 
** queftion or not," and Mr MacDonald being called, com-' 
peared, and faid, " I am not bound, and therefore decline an- 
** fwering the queftion put by the Venerable Aflembly." — ^A 
motion was thereafter made and feconded, " That Mr Mac- 
** Donald having declined to anfwer the queftion put by the 
** General Aflembly, he muft be held as confefled, and there- 
** fore that his election, proceeding upon the fubftitution to Mr 
" Ferrier, was null and void, and that his name ftiall be ex- 
" punged from the Aflembly Roll." — Another motion was 
made and feconded, " That, as the refolution of the Aflembly 
" find^ it competent to prove that Mr Ferrier is not an Elder, 
-^* by the teftimony of Mr MacDonald, and other parole evi- 
** dence, and as Mr MacDonald has declined anfwering the 
** queftion put to him, i^courfe fliall be had to other parole 
" evidence." — The Aflembly agreed to this ftate of the vote, 
Fir/l or Second motion ; and the roll being called, and votes 
marked, it carried Fir/i motion : Therefore the Aflembly held 
Mr MacDonald as confefled, he having declined to anfwer 
the queftion put to him by the Aflembly yefterday ; and ha- 
ving found that his eledlion, proceeding upon the fubftitution 
to Mr Ferrier, was null and void, they did therefore expunge 
Mr MacDohald's name from the Aflembly Roll. 

It was objefted to the Commiffion from the burgh of Aberbro- 
thock, ** That the Kirk-fefiion's atteftation is invalid, as fign- 
" ed by Mr George Gleig, who is not a Minifter of the Church 
" of Scotland, much lefs Minifter at Aberbrothock."- — The 
Aflembly delayed the confideration thereof, until the objec- 
tions to Mr Gleig's own .Commiflion are difcufled. 

It was objeded to the Commiflion from the burgh of Bervie, imOj 
" That the atteftation of the Preftjytery, though written on 
" two pages, is not figned on the firft page. — 2do^ The attef- 
" tation of the Kirk-feflion, is dated at Bervie, inftead of /«- 
" verbervie.*' — The Aflembly repelled the objedions, and fuf- 
tained the Commiflion. 

An objedion to the Commiffion from the Preft)ytery of Aber- 
deen, being the fame with that made to the Preibyteryr of 
Stirling, the Aflembly repelled the objeftion, and fuftained 
the Commiffion. 
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it was objefted to the Commiffi on from the King's College, Aber- 
deen, imo^ ** That the Commilfion is null, as wanting the eflen- 
" tial words, in order to eleSl tbeir reprefentative to the enjuing 
" AJjemhly. ido^ That it is liable to the fame objedion made 
*« to the Commiffion from the Prelbytery of Stirling." This fe- 
cond objeftion, the Affembly unanimoufly repelled: But, with 
refped to the firft, a motion was made and feconded, ** That 
" the faid firft objedion to the Commiffion be fuftained, the 
" Commiffion rejeded, and the Commiffioner's name expun- 
" ged frpm the Roll."— Another motion was made and fecond- 
ed, " That the Affismbly repel the objedion to the Com- 
<* miffion from King's College, Aberdeen, in refpedl that the 
" words omitted are immaterial, being fufficiently fupplied by 
•* the whole tenor of the Commiffion, when fairly conftrucd.*' 
The Aflembly agreed to this ftate of the vote, Expunge or Not^ 
and the Roll being called and votes marked, it carried £*- 
punge. Therefore the Aflembly fuftained the faid iirft objec- 
tion to the Commiffion from the King's College of Aberdeen, 
rejeded the Commiffion, and ordained the Commiffioner's 
name to be. expunged from the Roll. 

A motion was made, " That the Aflembly do adjourn, and im- 
" mediately refolve themfelves into a Committee of the whole 
** Houfe, and proceed farther in the bufinefs ;" — ^which mo- 
tion being objedled to, and a propofal made, ** That they 
"(hall proceed no farther in the bufinefs to nigbt,^'— The 
Affismbly agreed to this ftate of the vote. Adjourn or Not : — 
It being underftood, that, if it carry ^^*otfr«, the Aflembly 
(hall immediately adjourn ; and if it carry Not^ that the Af- 
fembly fliall adjourn, and immediately be rrfolved into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, and proceed in the bufinefs : And 
the Roll being called and votes marked, it carried Nat. There- 
fore the Aflembly came to the refolution to adjourn, and to 
refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, and im- 
mediately to proceed farther in the bufinefs. — Upon which 
Mr John Bqftiby and Dr Henry Greive diflented, and protcft- 
ed. 

Adjournment 

Tburfday^ May 28. 1789. Seffl jtb. 

SederutOi. 

Several memliers adhered to the diflent and proteft, taken on 
Tuefday by Mr George Ferguflbn, in the cafe of the Decifion 
refpeding the Conmiiffion from the Preft)ytery of Mull. 

The accounts of the Procurator, Agent, Printer, and Stationer, 
produced, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr Solicitor General ftated. That he was authorifed on the part 
of Dr Carlyle, and thofe friends who fupported him, to inform 
the Aflembly, that having come to the refolution of abandon- 
ing the conteft for the Clerkfliip, fo far as it could be decided 
uiiKier the, fcrutiny by the Aflembly, they meant not to main- 
tain any farther argument on the remaining part of the report, 
but would content themfelves with barely entering their dif- 
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fent from, and proteft againft fuch decifions as the Houfe 
might give, in which they could not acquiefce. 

It was moved, and unanimoufly agreed to, " That the thanks of 
" the Houfe be given from the chair, with the moft profound 
" refped, to His Grace the Lord High Commiffioner, for His 
** patient and polite attention during the long and fetiguing 
" diets of this Aflembly :** And the Moderator having ac- 
cordingly addrefled the Throne, His Grace was pleafed to 
make a moft gracious reply. 

It was moved, and unanimoufly agreed to, ** That the thanks of 
" the Houfe fhall be given to the Moderator, for his moft im- 
" partial, dignified and able condud, in a very delicate and 
" uncommon fituation, during all the preceding diets of this 
" Venerable Aflembly :" And he having left the chair, the 
fincere and hearty thaiiks of the Houfe were accordingly given 
to him by the late Moderator. 

The report of the Committee of the whcde Houfe, for farther 
confidering the report of the Committee for overtures, being 
called for, and produced, the Aflembly agreed to confid^r the 
fame, article by article, as follows. 

Objedion made to the Commilfion from the Preft)ytery of 
Alford, " The fame with that to the Commiflion from the 
" Prelbytery of Stirling, and the objedion not removed, by the 
** interlineation of the word Iq/i.^* — The Committee reported, 
« That the objedion ought to be tepelled."— The Aflembly 
approved of the report, repelled the objedion accordingly, and 
fuftained the Commiflion. 

Objedion made feverally to the Commiflions from the Prefljyte- 
ries of Ellon and Deer, " The fame as that to the Commif-- 
" fion from the Prefbytery of Stirling." The Committee re- 
ported, ** That the objedion ought to be repelled." — The 
Aflembly approved of the report, repelled the objeftion accord* 
ingly, and fuftained the Commifliions. 

It was objeded to the Commiflion from the Prefl)ytery of Tur- 
reff", ** That the firft page of the Prefbytery's atteftation is not 
" figned." — ^The Committee reported, " That the objedion 
" ought to be repelled." The Aflembly approved of the re- 
port, repelled the objeAion accordingly, and fuftained the 
Commiffion. 

The Committee unanimoufly reported, " That the Commiflion 
** from the burgh of Banff, ought to be rejeAed, as it is nei- 
" ther atteffed by the Kirk-feflSon nor Prefljytery, and the 
" eletftion made two days before the time." — The Aflembly 
unanimoufly approved of the report, rejcded the Commiffion, 
and ordained the Commiflioner*s name to be expunged fix)m 
the roll. 

It was objefted to the Commiffion from the Preft)ytery of Strath- 
bogie, *• That Mr Baron Gordon is not a fufficient defignation 
" for the Elder." The Committee, without a vote, reported 
*Mhat the oTyedion ought to be repelled." The Aflembly 
approved of the report, repelled the objedlion accordingly, and 
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! ibftained the Commiffion. — Upon which Mr George Andrew 

j diflented, and protefted. 

! Objedion ?nade feverally to the Comniiflions from the Prelbyte- 

! ries of Aberlour and Abernethy, " The fame as that to the 

i , '* Commiffion from the Preibytery of Stirling/' The Com- 

j mittee reported, " That the objection ought to be repel- 

J " led/* — The Affembly approved of the report, repelled the 

objedion accordingly, and fuftained the Commiffions. 
I Objedion to the Commiffion from the Preibytery of Elgin, \mo^ 

** The fame as that to the Commiffion from the Presbytery of 
" Stirling; and, zdo. It has Mr William Gordon aj Minilleroi* 
" Urquhart/' The Committee reported, *' That the objedions 
** ought to be repelled." The Aflembly approved of the re- 
port, repelled the objedions accordingly, and fuftained the 
Commiffion. 
It was objeded to the Commiffion from the Preibytery of Nairn, 
imoy " TJiat the word Elder is, on the margin of the fubftitu- 
'* tion, not fide^cribed^ and >n a different hand, feemingly put 
**in ex po/lfa^Of which 'word being inaterial, feems to vitiate 
" the Commiffion. And, 2fifo, The fubftitute, Profeflbr Young, 
'* is not defigned either' as an Elder, or Ruling Elder, nor 
** does he receive fuch defignation in the fubfequeut proceed- 
** ings of the Preibytery, or in any other part of the paper, 
*• which he has produced as a Commiffion/' — The Committee 
reported, without a vote, ** That the objedions ought to be re- 
** pelled/' — ^The Affembly approved of the report, repelled the 
objedions accordingly, and fuftained the Commiffion, 
It w^s objeded to the Commiffion from the burgh of Nairn, 
" That there is no fuch perfon as Alexander Lewis Grants Efq\ 
** and that at any rate thofe names, in that order, do not be- 
** long to the gentleman who claimed his feat in the Affembly, 
** in virtue of the Commiffion; and farther, the word Efquire, 
" added to the name of an individual, is not a fufficient defig- 
•• nation to a gentleman/' — ^The Committee reported, " That 
*' the objedion ought to be repelled/' — The Affembly appro- 
ved of the report, repelled the objedion accordingly, and fuf- 
tained the Cdromiffion. 
It was objeded to the Commiffion from the Preft)ytery of Cha- 
nonry, refpeding the Elder, ** That there is no fuch perfon as 
** Convener John Lindfay in EdinburgbJ*'' The Committee re- 
ported, " That the objedion ought to be repelled/' — The 
Affembly approved of the report, repelled the objedion ac- 
cordingly, and fuftained the Commiffion.— Upon which Mr 
Solicitor General diffented, and protefted. 
The objedion to the Commiffion from the Preft)ytery of Ding- 
wall, being ** The fame as that to the Commiffion from the 
" Preft)ytery of Stirling'* ; — The Committee reported, " That 
'' the objedion ought to be repelled.*' — The Affembly appro- 
ved of the report, repelled the objedion accordingly, and fuf- 
tained the Commiffion. 
It was objeded to the Commiffion from the Preft)ytery of Aber- 
tarph, " That the Elder appointed by the Commiffion is dif- 
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^ ijualified from being a member of Affembly, as being a Mif- 
^^Jionary on the Royal Bounty, and defigned Minijler of tbe 
*' Go/pel.'' — The Committee, without a vote, reported, «* That Sec Aft 4. 
" the objeftion ought to be fuftained, and the Cpmmiffioncr's AfE 1753. 
*:* name expunged fron> the roll." — The Affembly, without a 
vote, approved of the report, fuftained the objedtian, and or- 
dained the Elder's name to be expunged from the roll, — Upon 
which Dr Gerard and Dr Greive diflented, and protefted.. 

it was objedled to the CommiiEon from the Prefbytery of Sky, 
" -That there is. no fuch perfon as Alexander Lord MacDonald^ 
" who is eleded Elder." — ^The Committee reported, *• That the 
" objedlion ought to be repelled." The Affembly approved of 
the report, repelled the objedion accordingly, and^ fuftained 
the Commiffion. 

Objeftion to the Commiffion from the Preft)ytery of Lewis, imo^ 
"The fame as tro that from the Prefbytery of Stirling: — And, 
" 2t/d, That there was no quorum^ of : the Preft}ytery prefent 
" at the diet of eleftion, nor were the members duly fum- 
" moned to the meeting, whic4i was pro re nata.'* — The Com- 
mittee uhanimoufly reported, ** That the firft objedion ought 
" to be repelled ;" And without a vote, reported, ** That the 
" fecond objedion ought to be repelled, in refpefl; no proof is 
"rofffiored iii fupport thereof." — The Aflfembly approved of the 
report, repelled the objedions, and fuftained the Commiffion. — 
Upon which John Clerk, lEfq; Advocate, diffented, and pro- 
tefted, . 'r - 

Objedion to the Commiffion from the Preibytery of Uift, '* The 
*' fame as to that from the Prefljytery of Dumblane, viz. The 
" infertion of the word of for atj*^ The Committee reported, 
" That the objedion ought to be repelled." — The .^embly 
approved of the report, repelled the lobjedion, and fuftained 
the Commiffion. 

Objedion made feverally to the ,CQmmiffions frpm the Prefl)yte- 
ries of Dornoch and Caithnefs, " The fame as to that from 
♦*the Preftjytery of Stirling."-rThe Committee reported; 
" That the objedlion ought to be repelled." — ^The Affembly 
approved of the report, repelled the objedion, and fuftained 
the Commiffion. 

With refped to the Commiffion from the burgh of Wick, the 
Committee reported, " That the Commiffion ought to be re- 
** jeded, the eledion being made too ibon." — The Affembly 
approved of the report, rcjeded the Commiffion, and ordained 
the Commiffioner's name to be expunged from the Roll. 

-Objedion to the Commiffion from the Preibytery of Cairfton, 
itno^ The fame as to that from the Prefbytery. of Stirling :r— 
" And ido^ that it appears to have been extraded with a 
** blank left for the names of the members faid to be eleded." 
— ^The Committee reported, " That the objedions ought to 
'* be repelled.'* — The Aflembly approved of the report, re- 
pelled the objedions, and fuftained the Commiffion. 

The Affembly then propeeded to confider, article by article, the 
remaining part of the report of the Committee for overtures, 
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upon the Commiffions remitted to them by the Committee 
for reviflng Commiffions, a& follows : 
It was objeded to the Commiffion from the Preibytery of Zet- 
land, " That there are no words which, by any conilrudion, 
" import a refignation on the part of Mr William Jack, iir 
" whofe room Mr Patrick Barclay is faid to have been elec- 
*' ted, but a mere affiimption by the Preibytery, founded upoa 
*^ no evidence, fo far as appears, or is now competent to be pro- 
" duced ; befides, it is believed, that Mr William Jack is now 
" in Edinburgh, and has been for fome time, fo that the pre- 
^* tended realbn, is contradi<£led by the hSt. This is an ob*- 
** jeftion perfedly diftind: from thofe cafes where criticifms 
'^ may have been made upon the ad of the party himielf ; be- 
** fides, the words of the pretended refignation, are contrary 
" to the printed form/*— -The Aflembly repelled the objec- 
tion, and fuftained the Commiflion. — ^Upon which Mr Charle? 
Hope diflented, and protefted, and Mr Solicitor General and 
Mr Ifaac Grant adhered. 

Objedion to the Commiffion from the Preibytery of Edinburgh, 
** imo. The lame as to that from the Prefcytery of Stirling.*^ 
** 2do^ There is a material word in the Prelbytery's atteftatiiHi, 
^' which is illegible in the place where, by the printed form, 
** there ought to have been an approbation of the Commiffion. 
** — ^HOf The whole of the Minifters are improperly defigned, 
** in oppofition to the printed fbrm, and the word in improperly 
** fubftituted for the word «/, without authority. — ^4/0, One 
" Reverend gentleman is called, Mr William Paul Mini/ler in 
" Weft Cbureh^ this ntAy apply to the Weft Church of Glaf- 
" gow, or of any other place, though without the boraids of 
** the Preibytery of Edinburgh.'*— The Aflembly repelled thei 
objedlions, and fuftained the Commiffion. — ^Upon which Mr 
George Ferguflbn difiented, and protefted. 

It was objeftcd to the Commiffion from the City of Edinburgh, 
" That t\it pro re nata meetihg of Preibytery, which attefted 
*' Mr Greive's Commiffion, was called irregularly pro re nata^ 
** feveral conftituent members thereof not having been cited 
" at all.'* — The Aflembly repelled the objedlion, and fuft;ain- 
ed the Commiffion. — Upon which Mr John Clerk, and Mr 
Wilde, Advocates, diflented, and protefted. 

Objeftion to the Commiffion from the Univerfity of Edinburgh, 
*♦ The fame as to that from the Preibytery of Stirling."— The 
Aflembly repelled the objeftion, and fuftained the Commif*- 
fion. 

It was objeded to the Commiffion from the Church of Campvere, 
" —That the Commiffion makes no mention of the Church of 
" Scotland, fo that, bearing date beyond feas, the Commiffion 
" does not Ihow, that the AflTembly to which the member was 
" fent, was that of the Church of Scotland or n3t.**— The Af- 
fembly repelled the objedion, and fuftained the Cbimniffion.— 
Upon which Mr Bulhby diflented, and protefted. 

It was objefted to the Commiffion from the Preibytery of Lin- 
lithgow, «* That the Elder is imp«rfeQly de%ned."— The 

Aflembly 
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Upon a motion from the Bar, the Aflembly appointed the Com- 
mittee for Bills, to meet to-morrow at ten o'clock. 

Upon a motion, the Aflembly authorifed the Procurator to pay 
to Mrs Dryfdale, relidl of the late Reverend Dr John Dryfdale, 
Principal Clerk of Aflembly, what falary was due to him at 
the time of his death, and alfo the falary that was due to that 
office, up to the term of Whitfunday laft 1789, upon Mrs 
Dtryfdale's receipt alone. 

An appeal at the inftance of Charles Allan, Efq; Provoft of 
Aberbrothock and others, from a fentence of the Synod of An- 
gus and Mearns, of the 2&th of Odober laft, difmifling an appeal 
itaken by them, from a fentence of the Prefbytery of Aber- 
brothock, on the 31ft of July prieceding, whereby the Preft>y- 
tery refolved to take Mr George Gleig, Preacher of the Gofpel, 
upon trials, in order to his ordination as Minifter of Aber- 
brothock, and to proceed to his fettlement with all convenient 
Tpeed ; as alfo a petition and complaint for them, againft the pro- 
ceedings of the above Prefbytery, on the igthofOdtober andi 1 th 
of December lafl;, refolvihg to ordain, and afterwards ordaining 
Mr Gleigto be Minifter of Aberbrothock, in the face of the 
appeal, heard. — After long reafoning, it was moved and fe- 
conded, '" That the Pxefbytery of Aberbrothock, and Mr 
" Gleig, are not parties in this Court, in any of the proceed- 
^* ings of the Preflbytery, fubfequent. to the meeting of the 
" Synod of Angus and Mearns, in Odober laft." — To which 
the following amendment was moved and feconded : " But 
** that it fliall, neverth^lefs, be competent to the Aflembly 
" to judge of the validity or invalidity of the admiflion of Mr 
« Gleig to be Minifter of Aberbrothock." — This ftate of the 
vote was then agreed to, jlmendmerU or Not^ — It being under- 
wood, if dt carry Amendment^ that the faid Preft}ytery and 
Mr Gleig are parties, and that the amendment fliall be 
adopted j and if it carry Not^ that it ftiall not be competent 
to proceed to judge of the validity or invalidity of the ad- 
miflion of Mr Gleig to be Minifter of Aberbrothock ; — and 
the roll being called, and votes marked, it carried Amendment \ 
therefore, the Aflembly found, " That the Prefbytery of Aber- 
" brothock and Mr Gleig are parties in this Court, in the pro- 
** ceedings of the Preft)3rtery, fubfequent to the meeting of the 
** Synod of Angus and Mearns, in Odlober laft, and that it is 
" competent to the Aflembly to judge of the validity or invali- 
^* dity of the admiflion of Mr Gleig to be Minifter of Aberbro- 
** thock.'* Parties being thereafter removed, the Aflembly pro- 
ceeded to deliberate on the merits of Mr Gleig's ordination 
and fettlement,— and after long reafoning, a motion was made 
and feconded : "To find and declare. That the fettlement and 
" ordination of Mr Gleig, as Minifter of the Church and Pa- 
^ rifli of Aberbrothock, was and is void and null, having been 
** made by the Prefljytery, in purfuance of a fentence of the 
** Synod, in the face of an appeal competently taken from 
*^ the faid fentence of the Synod, by which appeal, the efied 
** of the Synod's fentence was fufpended, till the appeal was 
*^ either fallen from or difcufled \ declaring, nevertbelefe, That 
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** the ordination of the faid Mr Gleig, as a Minifter of the 
^* Gofpel, is not by this judgment brought into queftioo**' — 
Another motion was made and feconded : ^' That in refped 
<< the ordination and fettlement of Mr Gleig has akeady taken 
** place, notwithftanding of the appeal from the Synod in 
" Oftober laft, the Affembly do now wave the coniideration ' 
^< of faid appeal, and find. That albeit the Prefbytery have 
" " afted irregularly, and are fubjed to cenfure ; yet the ordi- 
** nation and fettlement of Mr Gleig are good and valid/'— 
The Affembly agreed to this ftate of the vote, Fir/i or Second 
Motion ; and the roll being called, and votes marked, it car- 
ried Second Motion. Therefore the Affembly decided in terms 
of the Second Motion accordingly. Upon which, Charles Hope« 
Efq; and Dr Greive diffented* 

The Affembly then proceeded to coniider the obje^on to the 
Coramiffion from the Prefbytery of Aberbrothock, which had 
been delayed till the caufe refpeding Mr Gleig's fettlement 
was difcuffed. — The , objedion was, ** That Mr George Gleig 
" is returned as one of the reprefentatives, though he is, in 
'^ fa6l, not even a Minifter of the Church of Scotland, much 
^ lefs Minifter at Aberbrothock, fince his ptetended ordination 
" and admiflion is in the face of the Aft 5. Seff. 9. 1732." — 
The Affembly repelled the objedion, and fuftained the Com- 
miffion. 

The Affembly alfo confidered the objedion to the Commiifion 
from the burgh of Aberbrothock, viz. " That the Kirk-fef- 
" fion's atteftation is invalid, as figned by the above named 
*« Mr George Gleig." — The Affembly repelled the objedion, 
and fuftained the Commiffion. Upon which, Mr George Fer- 
guffon diffented, and protefted. 

The Affembly finding that the roll is now completely purged, 
the Moderator was authorifed by them to break open the feals 
of that copy of the roll, which had been delivered to his 
charge by order of the Affembly, on the 21ft inftant, wherein 
the names of all the Members voting, and for which candidate 
for the Clerkftiip they had voted, were marked ; and the Mo- 
derator having read out the names of fuch perfons as the Af- 
•fembly had agreed to expunge from the rol](, the majority of 
legal votes was . found to be in favour of Pxofeffor Balzel ; 
whereupon he was declared to be duly eleded.— Therefore, 
the Affembly did eled, conftitute and appoint, Mr Andrew 
Dalzel, Profeffor of Greek in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, 
to be Principal Clerk to the General Affembly, and Com- 
milfions thereof, with power to him to exerce that office, 
and enjoy the emoluments, profits and privileges thereof, du- 
ring all the days of his natural life, as fully and freely as Dr 
John Dryfdale, or any other his predeceffors enjoyed the fame: 
And Profeffor Dalzel compearing, the oath de Jideli admini^ 
Jiratione officii was adminiftered to him, and he took his place 
as Principal Clerk to the General Affembly. Upon which, Dr 
Greive and Mr George Eerguffon diffented, and protefted.— 
Thereafter, the roll above mentioned was again fealed by 
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the Moderator, and delivered, in the Affembly's prefence, to 
Dr William Gloag, the Sub-clerk of Affembly. 
Adjournment. 

Saturday^ May 30. 1789. Sejf. gtb. 

Stderunt. 

Several Members adhered to the diilent and proteft taken yefter- 
day by Dr Greive and Mr George Ferguflbn, refpeding the 
eledion of Profeffor Dalzel, as Principal Clerk of Affembly. 

Two Members alfo adhered to the dUTent and proteft taken 
yefterday by Mr Charles Hope and Dr Greive, refpeding the 
decifion in the cafe of Mr Gleig. 

The report of the Committee for bills called for, given in, and 
read« 

Ad approving of the account of Mr William Robertfon, Advo- 
cate, Procurator for the Church, and exonering and difcharg- 
ing him and his cautioners of the fum of L. 506 : 18 : 244 
Sterling, difburfed by him, and appointing, that he take cre- 
dit in his next account for the fum of L. 3 : 11 : i Sterling* 
being the balance due to him. 

KSt approving of the account of Mr George Cairncrofs, Agent 
for the Church, and exonering and difcharging him of the 
fum of L. 158: 18: 9 Sterling, diiburfed by him, and ap- 
pointing that he take credit in his next account for the fum 
of L. 35 : 16: 7i Sterling, being the balance due to him, 

Aft approving of the account of Mr James Dickfon, Printer to 
the Church, and payment ordered. 

A6t approving of the account of Mr Elphinftone Balfour, Sta- 
tioner to the Church, and payment ordered. 

The report of the Committee named to coniSder the applications 
for fhares of the public money, together with the opinion of 
the Procurator and Committee thereon, given in, and read. 

The Procurator authorifed to pay Mr Patrick MacArthur, Mi- 
nifter of Torofay, the fum of L. 36, 5 s. Sterling, after the 
debts already on the fund, are paid. 

The Procurator authorifed to pay Mr James Smail, Minifter of 
Dornoch, the fum of L. 4 Sterling, after the debts already on 
the fund, are paid. 

The caufe refpeding the feuing of the glebe of Little Dunkeld, 
remitted to the Procurator and Agent for the Church to take 
fuch fteps as may appear neceflary to bring the queftion to a 
final decifion, at the public expence. 

The procefs of rcdudion of the decreet of modification of the 
ftipend of Kinlofs, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for 
the Church, to be carried on at the public expence. 

The procels of locality of the ftipend of the Parifli of Weftra, 
remitted to the Procurator and Agent for the Church, to car- 
ry on at the public expence, and to do therein as they fliall 
fee caufe. 

The petition for Mr John Gordon, Minifter of Strathdon, re- 
fpe&ing a reduction of a decreet of modification of the ftipend 
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of that parilh in the year 172a, remitted to the Procurator and 
Agent for the Churchy to take fuch fteps as n^ay appear neceflfa- 
ry in this bufinefs, at the public expence* 

The procefs at the inftance of Mr John Anderfon, Minifter of 
the united parifhes of Sttonfay arid Eday, againft his heritors, 
with regard to the reparation of his manfe ; and alfo the pro- 
cefs of intrufion at the inftance of Robert Laing of Strynie, 
againft Mr Anderfon, remitted to the Procurator and Agent 
for the Church, to carry on at the public expence ; but, in 
bocJlatUf refufed Mr Anderfon's petition quoad ultra. 

The procefs of fuppreffion of the pariih of Nenthorn, remitted 
to the Procurator and Agent for the Church, to do therein as 
they (hall fee caufe, at the public expence. 

The petition for Mr George Barry and Mr James Watfon, Com- 
milBoners from the Preibytery of Kirkwall, remitted to the 
Procurator and Agent for the Church, to enquire into the 
grievances therein fet forth, and to take fuch fteps, as ftiall 
appear neceffary to obtain relief, at the public expence.. 

The report of the vifitors of the Commiilion-record called for. — 
They reported that they had no remarks to make, no bufinefs 
having come before laft Commiffion, and confequently the 
Commiflion and inftrudions were only infected in the record.-^ 
The record ordered vto bt attefted. 

The report of the Committee for naming the Members of the 
Commiffion of this' Aflenably, and preparing inftruftions to 
them, given -in and approved of. — The Aflembly added there- 
to, Dr Alexander Carlylc, Minifter at- Invei^eflc, in place of 
See Fnnced A^s, ^^^ Moderator, and alfo all thofe whofe commiffions had been 
No. VII. rejeded on account of informality. 

' The report of the Vifitors of the Royal Bounty regifter, given in 
and read.^-The condud ef the Managers approved of, and 
their book ordered to be attefted* 
8ee Printed Aafy-^^o^^^^^^^c named for managhig the Royal Bounty this year, 
NQ..VIU. with a Commiffion and inftrudions to them. 

The Synod-book of Angus and Meams, ordered to be attefted/ 
, 'The Committees appointed to revife the other Synod-books, or- 
dered to give in their reports on Monday. 

The Committee on the fcheme for ereding new Pariflies in the 
Highlands and Xflands renewed, with the former powers. 

The following Perfons appointed as a Committee for managing 
the En^ie-fiind, viz. Dr Hunte^ Dr Hardy, Mr Simpfon, 
and Mr Greenfield, Minijlers. — The Procurator, Mr John 
Ruflel, /tf;7i6>r, Bailie Leflie, Mr Thomas Smith, writer, Mr 
James Saunders, writer, and Mr George Andrew, writer, 
Ruling Elders. 

Upon a motion^ the Aflemu^ appointed the Preibytery of Aber- 
btothock to fift themfelves at the bar of next Aflembly, in or- 
der to anfwer for their condud in the fettlement of Mr Gleig, 
and to bring up the record of their proceedings, relative to 
the fettlement of the faid Mr Gleig. 

The report of the Tiruftees of the Fund eftabliflied by Ad of 
Parliament, for a provifion to Minifters Widows, &c. con- 
taining 
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Aficmbly repelled the objeftion, and fuftained the Commif- 

fion. 
It was objeded to the Commiffion from the burgh of Linlith- 
gow, " That the defignation of the Commiflioner is not only 
" incomplete, but different from the perfon named in the 
*^ Ck)mmiffion.'* — The Afferably repelled the objedion, and 
fuftained the Commiffion. 
It was objeded to the Commiffion from the burgh of Queenf- 
ferry, " That the defignation of the Ruling Elder is not fuf- 
" ficiently explicit " The Aflembly repelled the objedion, 
and fuftained the Commiffion. 
Obje<aion made feverally to the Ccwnmiffions from the Preftjy- 
teries of Biggar and Dalkeith, " The fame as to that from 
*« the Prefljytery of Stirling.*' — The AQembly repelled the 
objeftion, and fuftained the Commiffions. 
It was objefted to the Qoramiffion from the Preft)ytery of Had- 
dington, " That from the error of a word, the Preibytery's 
** atteftation does not bear the approbation of the Commif- 
** fion." — ^The Afferably repelled the objedion, and fuftained 
the Commiffion. 
The feme objediori was made to the Commiffion from/ the Prcf- 
bytery of Dunbar, as that to the Commiffion from the Pref- 
bytery of Stirling. — The Affembly repelled the objedion, and 
fuftained the Commiffion. 
It wasobjeded to the Commiffion from the burgh of Dunbar, 
" That the atteftation is not figned on the firft page, nor does 
" the fecond refer to it." — The Affembly repelled the ob- 
jedion, and fuftained the Commiffion^ 
The fame objedion with that made to the Commiffion from the 
Preft)ytery of Stirling, was alfo made to the Commiffions from 
the Preftjyteries of Dunfe, Churnfide, Kelfo, and Jedburgh. 
— ^The Affembly repelled the objedion, and fuftained the Com- 
m^ons. 
It was objeded to the Commiffion from the burgh of Jedburgh^ 
" That the Prefl>ytery's atteftation does not atteft the quali- 
•* fications of Mr Erflcine, therefore the fubftitution of Mr 
" Wilde, thereon grafted, cannot be good.*'--^The Affembly 
repelled the objedion, and fuftained the Commiffion ; upon 
which Mr George Ferguffon diffeated, and protefted. 
It was objeded to the Commiffion from the Preftytery of Lau- 
der, " That the Elder is not properly defigned."— The Af- 
fembly repelled the objedion, and fuftained the Commiffion. 
It was objeded to the Commiffion from the burgh of Lauder, 
" That the Kirk-feffion's atteftation is figned Mini/l^r, con- 
** trary to the form, which requires Moderator.*^ ^^Tht Af* 
. fembly repelled the objedion, and fuftained the Commiffion. 
It was objeded to the Commiffion from the burgh of Selkirk, 
^' That in the nomination of the original member, the word 
^^ Nine is fuperinduced on an erazure, and that there is no 
**' other date following upon the fame paper, to afcertain that 
" the true date was in the year 1789 : arf^. That the perfon 
'' originally eleded, was not attefted, either by the Kirk-fef- 
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«« fion, or by the Prefeytcry/* — The Aflembty repelled the 
objedlionsy and fuflained the Commiilion. 

It was objed^d to the Gommiffion from the frefliytery of Lang* 
holm, " That the Commiflion is not fubfcribed by any per- 
** fon whatever." — The Affctnbly ftiftained the ohgeftion, fe- 
jeded the Con!^miflk>n^ and ordained the Commifiioners names 
trfbe expunged from the roll. 

It was objeded to the Comnfiiffion from theT>urgh of Sanquhar^ 
•• Ihat in the atteftation by the Prelbytery, the word before 
" which is material, is wrote feemingly in a different hand, 
** diftant from the line, on an unfigned margin, and followed 
** by a d^tkted word.*' — The Affembly repelled the objedion, 
and fuftained theCommiflioai 

It was objeftcd to the Comiiiiifion from the bnrgh of Dumfries, 
«* That the CommiflSon is informal, in fo far, as being but 
" an extrad itfelf, it appoints an extrad thereof to be de- 
** livcred.*' — The Affembly repelled the objeftion, and fu- 
flained the Commiffion. 

As to the double eledion from the burgh of Kirkcudbright, it 
was objedted to the Commiffion in favour of William Lenox, 
** imo^ That he was not eleded by a legal majority of the 
*• Town-council of Kirkcudbright : And, ido^ That his pre- 
" tended Commiffion wa^ neither attefted by the Prelbytcry, 
** nor refufed to be attefted by them.*' It was objected to 
the Commiffion in favour of Mr HoratiuS Gannan, that, iwo, 
See Aff. 173(5, " It is a fettled point, That where there is a double return, 
Scff. s. «» neither of the perfons fo returned can vote, till the refpeAive 

" merits of thofe returns be determined : 2do^ Mr Cannan's 
*' Commiffion is not--figned-; and though the flrange doquet 
** annexed to it, may be argued, as veftmg a right to be af- 
-** terwards declared, it ttever can fupport a vote already gi- 
•** ven, before any judgment ^pronounced upon the objetftion." 
— The Affembly fuftained the objedion to Mr Lenox, . and 
:rejcded'hls Commifflort,^ — ^The Affembly then proceeded to 
*confider the objeftion to Mr Cannan's Commifllon ; and Ha- 
ving caufedio be read a petition for him, with an extract of 
the minutes of the burgh of Kirkcudbrrgtit, and other pa- 
pers refpefting his Commiffion, the Affembly, after reafoning, 
found, That Mr Cannan Was duly eleded, as Elder foi* the 
burgh of Kirkcudbright ; and therefore repelled the objec- 
tion, and fuftained the Conmiiffion. Upon which Mr Soli- 
citor General and Mr Biiftiby diffented, and protefted.— The 
Affcnibly thereafter foond, That notwithftahdirig the double 
return, Mr Cannan was entitled to claim his vote, before the 
merits of the double return were determined. Upon which 
Mr Charles Hope diffented, and proteftedj to which Mr- 
MacLedd of CadboU adbercrd. 

Objeft ion to the Commiffion from the Prelbytery of Wigtoh : 
" iMOr The feme as that to the Commiffion from the Pref- 

; *' bytery 6f Stirling:; And, ido. The Elder is not fufficiently 
^* d€figned.*'i--Tfie'Affetnbly repelled the objeftionv and 
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' fuftaiilcd the Comnoiffion ; upon wfiich Mr Adam GdUies 
daffcwfied, aqd protefted, 

It'Waa.ob|0(&»d to the ComfBiffioa from the burgh of Wigton, 
" That the Preflbytery's atteftation 16 not ligncd on the fitft 
•• page**' The Aflembly repelted' the objedion^ and fuftafn- 
ed the Commiffion. 

It was objefted? t^ the Comm^ifftoa from the Prelbytery of Whit^ 
bom, " Tb^ the date of the Firefeytery** atteftation is filled 
'^ op evidently in a diiiferent hand and idk.^'' The Aflembly 
repelled the objedioni, and faftamed the CoiA^niffi^n. 

It was obje^aed to the Commiflion from the burgh of Ayr, 
** That the atteftatiort by the Kirk-feffion' attelts the Com- 
** miffioner to be an heri«or within the bounds of the ^S/rf 
** Prefeyteiy, and there is no Prefbytery mentioned in 
" the preceding part of the atteftation : Therefore, there is no 
" atteftation, that fee is an heritor within the PreflDytery of 
*' Ayr, within the bounds of which the burgh lies, and the 
'^^ atteftation does not mention any other qualification. To 

. ^* which i^ added, That the words of Ayr on the margin, are 

: ^* not fufficient to remove the objeftion, as they afe no legal 

,^*** part of the atteftation/' The AiTembly repelled the objec- 
tioiv and fuftained the Commiffion. Upon which Mr John 
Erlkkie diflented, and^protefted. * 

It was objeded to tlie Com'miifion from the Prefbytery of Ha- 
milton, refpeding the Elder, " That John Millar, Efq; Ad- 

, .** vocate, ^s Pi-ofeffor of Law in the Univerfity of Glafgow, 
*^ who, it is beliefved, did not appear in this Aflembly ; nor 
** ^an t'he vote- be fuftained, which wa* given by another gen- 
** tleman^, affuming a'defignation which didnot bdong to him, 
^ the defignation of the gentleman who adiually voted, be- 
" Migr John Millar, K(q\ Junior^ Advocafef. ^rfc, Objected 
** to the whole Gommiflion, the fame as to that from the Pref- 
** bytery of StirlJitg.*' The Aflfembfy repelled the objeftienff, 
afnd fiiftkined the Gommiflion.' Upon which Mr fiufliby dif- 
£snted,^ and protefted. 

Ol>je<aioift- 16 the Commiffion frottl €hfe Prefbytery of Lanark, 
" The fame as that to the Gommiffion from the i^reftytery of 
" Stirling/' The Aflembly repelled the objedion, and fu- 
ftained the Gommiffion. 

It livas • ohjedted to the .Gommiflion from the city of Glafgow, 
•* That though the atteftation by the Kirk-feffion bears to have 
^\ been, given by the Kirk-feffion of the Weft Parifli of Glaf- 
" gow, yet the atteftation by )thd Prefbytery does not bear the 
V produdioi^ to them by the fatd Kirk-feffion, bat of an at* 
*' teftatiori by. a Kirk^feffioa of the faid burgh ; fo that, for 
;**: ought that appears, the Preft)ytery may have made their 

. " . atteftation, i<nconfeqaence of there having been produced to 
** them an atteftation by fome other Kirk-feffion pf the burgh, 
** than the Kirk*feffion of the Weft Parifti. To which is ad- 
^* ded,. That the word a before Kirk-^fcflion, k evidently fu- 
^' perinduced over the word tbe.^* The Aflembly repelled the Sec Aft 9. AiK 
objedion, and fuftained the Commiffion. '7^^' 
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it was objeSed to the Commilfion from the burgh of Dumbar- 
ton, " That in the date of the aft of Aflembly prefcribing the 
** formula^ as mentioned in the Kirk-feffioa^s atteltation, the 
'* vfotdifeven appears to have been erazed, and the wiord^x 
^ fuperinduced/* The Aflembly repelled the objedioh, and 
fuftained the Commillion. 

It was objeded to the Commiflk>n from the burgh of New Gal- 
' loway, " iiiio. That the gentleman faid to be deded, is not 

<' fufficiently defigned. ^dOf That he has none of the quali- 
" fications required by law^ to entitle him to reprefent the 
^* burgh of New Galloway. 3/w, That the firft page of the 
<^ extrad is not fubfcribed ; and* 4/0^ It wants the attefta- 
" tions of both the Kirk-feflioH and Prelbytery." The Aflem- 
bly fuftained the fecond objedlon, rejeded the Commiflion, 
and ordained the Commiffioner's name to be expunged from 
the roll. Upon which Mr George Ferguflbn diifented, and 
protefted. 

It was objeded to the Commifiion from the Univerfity of St An- 
drews, " That in the beginning of the Commifiion. the words, 
^* tbe Principal^ Profeffbrs^ MqfierSj and other Members, and 
" afterwards, the words, having right to eleSi, are omitted, 
^^ and the Conuniflion is b€;gun in thefe words. The which day 
" a meeting of the UnvoerJUy of St Andrews being called and con- 
Sec Ad 7. Aff. ** vened, &c." The Aflembly unanimoufly repelled the oh- 
ino. jedioQ, and fuftained the Commifiion. 

A member called for the Commifiion fcom the burgh of Rothfay, 
and objeded to the manner of the defignation. — The Aflembly 
repelled the objedion, and fuftained the Commifiion. Upon 
which, Mr David Cathcart diflented, and protefted. 

Overture anent the Slave-trade, and overture for refcinding the 
9th Ad of Aflembly 1788, were read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The Aflembly agreed to confider the caufe of Mr Gleig to-mor- 

i row, and to confider the caufe refpeding Dr MacGill, after 

the roll of the Afiembly is purged^ and the eledion of the Clerk 

declared ;. and after that, the Settlement of ArdrofiTan, as the 

firft private caufe. 

Adjounmient. 

Friday^ May 29. 1789. Sef. %th. 
Sederunt^ 

The Afiembly, upon a motion, unanimoufly ordered, " That 
" before the Clerk begin to call the roll, the doors of the 
Sec printed Ad«, " AfiemWy-houfe fliall be fliut, and fliall not be opened, un- 
No. VI- ** til the judgment of the Aflembly be declared." 

The report of the Committee for clafling returns to overtures 
tranfmitted, given in, read, and ordered to lie on tbe table 
till Monday. 
The Committee for revifing the Commifiion-record, the Royal 
Bounty- tecord, and the Synod-books, appointed to meet, and 
report to-morrow. 

Upon 
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taining an account of their proceedings fince laft General 
Aflembly, and a ftate of the fund under their management, 
given in, and ordered to lie on tlje table till Monday ; and 
upon a motion, the thanks of the Houfe were given from the 
Chair, to Sir Henry Moncreiff-Wellwood, for his fidelity, 
attention, and prudence in the management of the fund. 

•The Committee for confidering the overtures on the horfe-tax, 
with the overtures on the fame fubjeft given in to laft Affem- ' 
bly, anid the proceedings thereon, appointed to give in their 
report on Monday. 

A complaint by Dr William Taylor and others, from a fentence 
of the Synod of Glafgow and Ayr, remitting an overture rela- 
tive to fome publications of the Reverend Dr William Mac- 
gill, one of the Minifters of Ayr, to the Prcfbytery of Ayr, 
and enjoining them to enquire into the grounds of an alleged 
fama clamofay refpeding thefe publications, heard ; and, after 
reafoning at great length, the Aflembly agreed to delay the 
farther confideration of this affair till Monday. 

Adjournment. 

Monday, June i. 1789. — Sejl ult. 

Sederunt. 

The Synod-book of Lothian and Tweeddale, and the Synod- 
book of Dumfries, ordered to be attefted. 

The report of the Truftees of the fund eftablifhed by aft of Par- 
liament, for a provifion for Minifters widows, ISc^ again called 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the feparate regifter kept, 
for that purpofe. 

Lift of Probationers produced, their names read out and order- ' * \ 

ed to be recorded. 

The overture concerning the licenfing of Probationers, and the 

overture concerning the ordination of Elders, ordered to be See Printed Ads, 
re-tranfmitted. No. IX. * X. 

The report of the Committee named for confidering the overtures 
. anent the horfe-tax, called for, given in, read, and approved 
of, appointing " a Committee to apply to Parliament for an 
^* exemption from the tax Upon riding-horfes, and every other 
** tax, to which the Clergy are, or may be fubjefted ; and to 
" report their progrefs to next General Affembly.*' 

Reafons of diifent and proteft againft the refolution, refpe£ting. 
theelei^ion of Principal Clerk of Affembly, at the firft diet 
of this Affembly, were given in, read, and ordered toliei» 
retentis. 

Reafons of diflent and proteft by Mr George Ferguffon, in name 
of Dr Carlyle, againft the proceedings relative to the eledion 
of Principal Clerk, were given in, read, and ordered to lie in 
retentis. > 

Alfo reafons of diffent and proteft were refpedively given in and' 
read, againft the following decifions of the Affembly, viz. 
The decifion refpeding the Commiffion from the Preftiytery of ' 

Mull: 

The decifion in the cafe of the fettlemcnt of Mr Gleig : T 

The decifion refpe<aing Provoft Charles Allan's commiflion : 

/ The , 
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The decifion in the cafe of the fubftitution to the eledlion by the 
Prelbytery of Zetland : 

The decifion in the cafe of the Commiflion from the Burgh of 
Kirkcudbright, in favour of Mr Horatius Cannan : 

The decifion in the cafe of the Elder from the Prelbytery of 
Abertarph : • 

The decifion in the cafe of the fubftitution of the Elder by the 
Prelbytery of Kintyre : 

And general reafons of diffent and proteft againft the fcrutiny of 
the roll of the Aflembly, in the cafe of the eledion of Princi- 
pal Clerk : 

All of which reafons of dilTerit were ordered to lie in retentis ; 
and the clerks to give out certified copies of the fame w hen 
required. 

Upon a motion, the General Aflembly appointed the Moderator, 
Dr Erlkine, Mr Solicitor General, the Honourable Henry 
Erlkine, Profeflbr Dalzel, and the Procurator, as a Commit- 
tee, to apply in the name of the General Aflembly of the 
Church of Scotland, to the Lord Clerk Regifter, and the 
Truftees of the Regifter-office, and to'requeft that they would 
be pleafed to appropriate a room in that Office, in which the 
records and papers belonging to the Church may be kept, 
under the cuftody of the Clerk thereof; and the Aflembly re- 
commended to Mr William Murray y««. writer in Edinburgh, 
to arrange thofe books and papers, and to make an inventory 
of the fame. 

The General Aflembly refumed the confideration of the caufe of 
Dr Macgill, and after long reafoning, the Aflembly unanl- 
moufly reverfed the fentence of the Synod of Glafgow and 
Ayr; but recommended to the Prelbytery of Ay r to take fuch 
Iteps in this matter as they (hall find* neceflary for jJreferving 
the purity of the dodrines' of this Church, and the authority 
of her ftandards. The Clerk ordered to tranfmit ah iextrad of 
this fentence to the Prelbytery of Ayr. ' ... 

* The Member who brought in the overture relative to tliie' Slave 

Trade, withdrew the fame, in refpetjl the AlT^mbly^had al- 
ready made a refolution upon that fubjeft, and had hdt time 
to enter upon any new propofition. * • * ' , . '* 

A Committee named to confider the overtures concerning the 
augmentations of fl:ipends, and to report to n^ext Aflembly. 
Sir Henry Moncreiflf appointed Convener of the Committee. 

A Committee named to revife the Minutes of the Aflembly *s 
proceedings, at this, and all other diets thereof, and to pitch 
upon fuch of the Acts of the Assembly as are to be Standing 
Rules,, in order to their being printed. ' 

All caufes brought before this Aflembly, and not determined by 

, them, referred to the Coramilfion. 
" The Moderator's fpeech to the Aflembly, and to his Grace the 
Commiflioner. 

The Lord High Commiflioner's fpeech to the Aflembly. 
V c Printed Afts, KQ. appointing next meeting of the Aflembly. 
No, Xf. The Aliembly concluded with Prayer, finging of Pfalms, and 

pronouncihg the Bielfing. 

FINIS. 
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« ! • THfl. PR I NO I PAL 

A C T S 



OF TH£ 





OF THE 



Cttt>RCH of Scot LAND) 



Begun at Edinburgh,, the 26xh day of -May 1*790, 
. and concluded the 31ft Day of the iaid Month and 
•■ Year.. ' - ;..^-:; .\ '.• 






•*%■,'■ * *• ' 

\ ' • • • 

The KlNG^s Commiflion to David Earl 
of Leven produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. . 



tJinburgb^ May ao. 1790. 

|HE GENfikAL Assembly of this National 
Church being convened and cOnflituted, 
there was produced to them, by the Right 
Honourable David £irl of Leven, the 
KiNG*s Comtnilfion, fealed with the feal 
appointed by the Treaty of Union to be kept and ufed in 
Scotland, in place of the Great Seal of Scotland, making 
and conftituting jhdm his Majefty's High CommilSonef 

and 
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and Reprefentative in this Aflembly j which CommiiBbn 
was publicly read with .all due bon^io? and refped, and 
ordered to be recorded m the* Books of Aflembly j — 
the tenor whereof follows : 

f^EORGlUSy Dei gratia^ Magna Britannia^ Francia ct 
^^ Hibernia ReXy Fidei'JDtfifU/on /'Omnibus proih 
ad quos prafentes lit era noftra pervenerint^falutem. , ^ando* 
quidem Nns amJiderantiSy qucd generalis eccl^a Scotia con-- 
ventusitt vigefimam diim Maii pfoximi convenin ordinatus 
fuit ; Nofque abunde^uftdi^ et necej/hrium effe judicanUs in 
commodum diBa ecclefide^ ut idem eccUJia generalis conventus 
die ftatuto debits obfervetWi .atqui ^iiebus magni momenti nos 
alio vocantibus^ di£io conventui perjbnaliter interejfe nequimuss 
Nofque gbundyfati^faBi de ^iiffidantii et fidelita\^^J^I\lfym tf 
pf^ii^R^^^im^ €«nf4n^uinei Datldil Coftiicl^ 



^ . . « . * livea, 

quod adfummum munus nqfiri fupremi Commiffionarii ad diBum 
generalem conventum rite exercendum et obeundum ufquequaque 
JitinpuSHi) M«rSr«:i8i/i«r,ASfc^^^ et, 

of£riajB[eiii4^ tltmm&tyCfitffiiitmn^ leterdi- 

nare^ memoratum^ fidelijjimum et pradileBiJ/tmum nq^uf con-^ 
fanguineum Davidem.Comitem de lu^iexv^ fupremum npjlrum 
Commijftonarium diBo generali ecclejia Scotia conventui^ dando 
et cQUced&tLdoJUi pknam patejlatem^ commiffianem^ ct ^warran- 
tum^ facram noftram perfonam et auBoritatem regalem repra- 
fentandi^ nee non prafentiam nojiram fupplendi^ et locum nojlrum 
in diBo fubfequenti generali cou%entUj tanquam Commijftonario 
jtojiro adbunc effeBumrfpecialiter conjlituto^ ienendi, omniaque 
Mliafj^dimperiumetfiii^nuf, Q^mmij^jtariiprogenei^aH ecckfifl 
tMl^tb^^efragendi, tarn pleni adedque libera iri 'qt^/re/pe£htr 
fifanl quUidet alius iuitodimfumtk^ mflcre ftc^fatj.feu fuovis 
tempore prdterito facere potuerdt^vet acji nos ipfi perfonaliter 
prafentes facere potuerimut. ^aqu^ Jtmnia JLJfifgala qua 
diBus David Comes de Leven, in bac noftra commijjione pro- 
Jequenda legitime fecerit, feu fieri ordinaverit, nos firmiter 
apprvbamtts-^ et tattficaMusv "^Infuper omnibus etftngulis diBi 
conventus et eccl^ pqftpribus et prefbyteris caterifquc quiiuf^ 
cunquey intra illgm partem Magna BrtianniaScoKi^ voC4tam^ 
Juidiiis niojirit^ ciotJ{fcunque gradutfeuqu^flitatisy ut iiBum 
Davldem C^nutem d€ Leveii^ tatfquam fupr^emum mftrum 
Commij^hariumf quoad effeButn et rnodumfipM mentimmuniy 
fiver^antur, agnofc^nt et audiant, firiBi mariaamus et- prar 
cipimus : Atque banc nqftrdm Commijionem a di^o vigefitno. 
die Maii proximi Ucipere^ et 4iinceps durante fubfequcnie 
f^tone dim generalis conventus in vigore continuare^ decla- 
ramus , vel ufque dum a nobis revocabitur^ et exonerabitur. 

In 
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in cujus rei teftimoniuniy prdfentibus Jlgillum nojlrum per unU 
onis traBaUm cujlbdiefrd. et inScotid vite etioco Mdgni Sigilli 
ijufiiem uterid. ordhaL appehdi maiidhvlims, Apud kuldm 
iylrntn apud St JdrhtfSy ifigeJlmo^prifHo die j4prilis, anno 
'bihtiini ktAlleJinlo jiftiilgeiitejimb it n&Ha^iftkOy Regnique nof 
, iH ift^o iri^tftfho; 

Ber jignaXuram maniiS* v. N. Ke^is-fuprafciiptam. 



wm^m^mki^^m^M 




i\ \ [AW, . 



Mi. 

% 

"^k Ring's mpft cnfecfiefes' Lettet to tfee 
by.hisMajeffiffe briirtiffi 

. Tl| Ighie Reverend and Well-beloyed, We greet you 

**J^%, wfelL4^'i^^^ hiaoy prdbifs \^hich you have given of 

yb^f ibyafty and attachment to Out Perfori and pbvcrn- 

menty and. of your zeal for the promotion of C^riftlan 

piety and Learping, and encouragement of true ReHgion 

Mind, and muft infure to you the continuance of Our 
Paternal AfFedion and Regard; and it is with great 
fatisfadion that We embrfce'this opportunity of renew- 
ing to you thofe favourable teftimonie^ which We have 
fq often bomc^ to vour coudud^and of repeati^ig to you 
0dr e^cmWiiicA t« ^klt^dih^n^fle^tf . t^ Ghiiich 
of ScotlaiuL a» by law eftablifced. in -th6 ful^ and free 
enjoynS^i^t If «1 itk H^li and ^Wleles; ^ - - 

We truft that yoqr proceedings on the prefcnt occa- 

lion will be direfted to the primary and important ob- 

jeds of maintaining the,g>.ejft «»ufe of ,]fteU^'on, of 

checking the growth of Vice and Immorality, of enfor- 

'^iidg ftefe«MiKe ^ ihth2i49i^ afld pifofflotiwgi thebHaiie 

^ 6f a#^Hf>i>fti^dift^6s} afid that you «(rfll emtetf^our; to 

'^ titmyii^yty 6txt'p^'^tt, to di«i<S * ^rfc of Giktity 

SLud Benevolence among all defcrijpfiioiid oC i»ML" . - 

^^ B We 
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We have again conftituted and appointed Our Right 
Trufty and Right Well-beloved Coufin, David, Earl of 
Leven, to be Our Commiilloner to reprefent Our Perfoa 
and Royal Authority in the rprefent Aflembly ; not 
doubting, but that the fame diflinguifhed qualifications 
which have recommended him to Our repeated choice, 
y^ill continue to make him acceptable to you in the exe- 
cution of the high and important truft committed' to bis 
care. 

We have now only to recommend to you the fame 
moderation, judgment, and propriety of conduct, which 
have hitherto diftinguifhed your proceedings : We truft 
that you will cominue to tuoid ail unneceflary difputes 
and altercations ; and that the example which you fet^ 
may be effedual in promoting harmon^ and good-will 
among, ail Our fnbjeds belonging to the Church of l^cot- 

land« And fo We \Adi you heartily farewell. Given 

at Our Court at St James's, the 15th day 4if May 1790, 
in the thirtieth year of Our Teign, 

By his Majefty^s Command, 

W. w/GRi:NV'[LLE- 

I Mdrefled tbW z-^totlfe M^kfJti^erend, and J^elUbelfived 
'the Moderator, Miners, and £Mers of, ibe'G'eiieral jffm-' 
ilv'a'ibeUu^fibd/^cotlahd^': '""V^,' ' -' - 



^f 



['■^A '".: ■ ' ,."•'. . , '."ijj \\t 



\ ♦« ♦-MWBaaMnBBaBK 






in. 






ITie £terieEal Affembl^-s Anfwfb" to the 
KiNO'fn^pftgrJacipus Letter. 



THE israeiotts. fetter with ^j^jjJli Your Majefty h?nh 
lioiloared .tbi» meeting . of tlw Geq^t^l; AfleraWy 
of this Natioiial Ghunch, was jweived w«h the utxnoft 

xeiped and gratitude* .. . 

.It 
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It affords us high fatisfaiSion, in the diTcharge of our 
duty, that our loyalty and* attachment to Your Majefty^ 
Perfon and Government, and our zeal in promoting 
Chriftian Piety and Learning, and in encouraging true - 
ReligioB and Virtue, have midc a favourable impreffion 
upon Your Royal Mind ; and we fhall proceed with ala- 
crity in a line of condu<5t which Your Majefty has ^ra- 
cioufly declared will infure us a continuance of Your 
Paternal Afiediioii and Regard. We cherifli the remem- 
brance of the repeated teftimonies of Royal Approbation 
which we have formerly received ". We look up to Your 
Majefty as the Nurfing Father of the Church j and wc 
rely on Yovpj Majefty *s determination to preferye and 
maiptain th!e:jChurch of Scotland, as hy law eftabliftied, 
in the fuU add free enjoyment of all its rights and pri- 
vileges. 

We tfuft. that we (hall never lofe fight of the primary 
and important objedls to which Your Majefty is plea&d 
to diredovir., attention: And it : is our happinefs to 
know, i;ha.t w^ live utoder.the government of a PfirajCito 
whom we cannot give, any proof of Loyalty fo accept-* 
able as the exertion, ofi our ftrenuous endeavours. In 
maintaining the great caufeo^ Religion, in checking the 
growth of Vice and Immorality, in enforcing .obedience 
to the Laws, in promoting the pca<^ice of all Chriftian 
duties, and iadifFufing a fpirit of Charity and Bene- 
volence. 

We regard the appoi«tment of the Earl of Lev|;n, 
tb reprefent Your Royal Perfon ia the prefent Aflembly, 
as a frefti mark of Your Majefty *s favour to the Church 
of Scotland. His warm attachment, lik^ that of his an* 
ceftors, to this Qhurch, his zeal for the; interefts of Reli- 
gion, the virtues of his Hffe, and our "happy experience of 
thofe diftinguiflied qualifications which have recompnen- 
ded him to Your Majefty 's. repeated choice, confpire to 
render him moft acceptable to us in the execution of the 
high and important truft committed to him. 

We receive, with much thankfulnefs. Your Royal 
Donation for promoting the knowledge of the Proteftant 
Religion in the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland ; an<I 
we fliall ftudy to fhew ourfelves not unworthy of the 
confidence which Your Majefty is pleafed to repofe in 
us^: by applying it, with fidelity and diligence, to the 
pious and important purpofe for which it is beftowedJ 

{ Your 
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Your Majefty has fhown the moft gracious attention 
to the dignity and efficacy of our proceedings, by. re- 
commending moderation and propriety of conduS. We 
wifh moft eameftly (o avoid ail nmiecefiary difputes and 
altercations; and we feel that it is ttre duty of the 
Miniftepsof the Prjncjs of Peace, to let an example 
of that harmony ^nd good-will which they inculcate 
Jupon the people committed to their care, as moft coti^ 
genial to the fpirit of our Religion, and moll eiltHiti'al to 
the happine{s of Society. 

That the God and Father of ow Lord JefuS Chrift, 
by whom Kings reign, may pcefenre Yotfr Majefty's 
Perfon, and diredfc Your Councils ;— that He may blefi; 
the Queen, the Prince of Waies, and ^H the Royal 
Family ;-^-^hat He may continue to us the niiany Na* 
tional Bleffings in which Your Subjed:s now rgoice ;-^ 
that, after a long and pTofperous reign over a free, a 
happy, and a gratefm pbopte; You ma;^ ttd^m that 
Cro%^ which fadetfa not away j'-^-aMd that a ihkct of 
Princeis, defcended firom Your Uluftrfdus Houfe/ adtl 
formed after Your example,' may, to the latelt p6Attii% 
fw&y the Britiih Sceptre with oMderatidn aMi rdno^krn, 
4ire the ^arheft prayers of,' 

May it plcaft Your Majeftjr, i 

Tout Majefty's moil faithful^ 

M'oft obedient, and i^oft' layat fuSjeV^s, 

^be Minivers and Ittders met in this ijdtitmal 
Affemhly of the dburct qf Scotland. 

Slgtferf Itl our name. 
In our prelenceV 
And at our appointment^ bjr 

4?«!^io. } JOHlfJ WALKER, Mod^4aor. 



Vf. 
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IV. 

Commission of the General Assem- 
bly, to certain Minifters and Ruling 
Elders, for difcuffing Affairs referred 
to them. 

Edinburgh y May 29. 1790. Sejf. 9. 

THE General Assembly did, ahd hereby do no- 
minate, commillion, and appoint, the Reverend 
DrJoHN Walker, Minifter of Collington, and Regius Pro- 
•feflor of Natural Hiftory in the Univerfity of Edinburghi 
their Moderator : And, — t'rom the Prejbytery of Ayr ^ Mr 
William Auld at Mauchlin, Dr Andrew Mitchell' at 
Monkton, Mr James Young at New Cumnock, Mr A- 
lexander Moodie* at Riccarton, Mr David Grant at O- 
chiltree, Minijicrs; John Hamiltpn, Efqj of Bargeny, 
Thomas Kennedy, Efq; of Denure, Ruling Elders : — From 
the Burgh of Ayr^ George FergufTon, Efqj advocate : — 
From the Frejbytery of Irvine^ Dr James Wood row at 
Stevenfton, Mr David MacClellan at Beith, Mr John 
Duncan at Ardroflan, Minifiers j the Honourable Mr 
Patrick Boyle of Shewakon, Ruling Elder: — ^From the 
Prejbytery oiPaiJley, Dr John Snodgrafs at Paifley, Mr John 
Monteithytt«i<?r, at Neilfton, Mr John Finlay at Paifley, Mr 
James Steven at Lochwinnoch, Minijlers ; Mr John Orr 
Jenior^ maijufadurer in Paifley, Mr Robert Barclay, ma- 
nufadurer there, Ruling Elders : — From the Burgh of Ren- 
freWf Mr Andrew Arthur in Loanhead: — From the 
Prejbytery of Hamilton^ lyir Henry Stevenfon at Blantyre, 
Mr John Scott at Avendale, Mr Alexander Fleming at 
Hamilton, Minijlers; John Hamilton, Efq; of Weftbum,. 
Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Lanark^ Mr Ro- 
» bert Inglis at Carmichael, Mr Robert Buchanan at Lef- 
mehagow, Minijlers j Profeflbr Archibald. Arthjur, Glaf- 
gow. Ruling' Elder : — From the Burgb of Lanari, John 
Bannatyne of Caftlebank, Efq; ; — ^^rom the Prejbytery of 
GlaJgoWj Mr Alexander Dobie at Eaglefliam, Mr Wil- 
liam Dun at Kirkintilloch, Mr James Lapflie at Campfie, 
Mr Robert Rennie at Kilfyth, Minijlers s Thomas Muir, 

C Elq; 
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Efq; aclvocate, Mr William Hofier, merchant in Glaf- 
' gow, Ruling Elders : — ^From the City of Glafgow^ Archi- 
bald Campbell, Efq; advocate : — From the Univerjity of 
Glafgow^ Profeflbr Hugh Macleod, Glaigow : — From the 
Prejbytery of Dumbarton^, Mr James Oliphant at Dum- 
barton, Mr Gordon Stewart at Boahill, Mr George 
Drummond at Rofencath, Minijlersi the Lord Prcfi- 
dent, Ruling Elder: — From the Burgb of* Dufji^arton^ 
Mr John Key, Dean of Guild of Dvirobartoo : — From 
th^ Prejbytery of Dunoon^ Mr Charles Stewart at Strath- 
chur, Mr John Mackinnon at Kilmodan,*Aff^<ri ; John 
Lamont of Lamont, Efq; Ruling Eld^r: — From the Pre/- 
hytery of Kiniyrey Dr John SnGitth at Campbelton, Mr A- 
lexander Campbell at Kilcalmouel, Mr Archibald Rb- 
bertfon at Kildalton in Iflay, Minijkrs ; Archibald Mac- 
Donald of Sanda, Efqj Ruling Elder : — ^From the Burgb 
of Campbeken^ William Campbell of Fairfield, Efq; :— 
From the Burgb of Inveraray^ Profeflbr James William- 
fon, Glafgow: — ^Froqi the Prejbytery of Lorn^ Mr Dor 
nald MacNicoi at Lifmore, Mr John Macfarlane at Kil- 
brandan, Minijlers j John Campbell, Jlfq; of Lochend, 
Rxiling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Dufikeld, Mr Ro- 
bert Willlamfon at Lethendy, Mr James Patrick Ban- 
nerman at Cargill, Mr William Chalmers at Aachterga- 
ven, Mr Archibald Menzies at Dull, Minijlers j D^vid 
Stuart, E% banker in Edinburgh, John Hagart, Efq; 
advocate. Ruling Elders :^-From the Prejbytery of Pertb^ 
Mr David Bannerman at St Martins, Mr Davrd Beatfon 
at Dumbamey, Mr David Black at St Madoes, Mr An- 
thony Dow at Kilfpindie, Minijlers j Mr Alexander Bo- 
jtlar, banker in Editiburgh, Mr Walter Millar, writer in 
Perth, Ruling Elders : — From the Burgb of Perth, John 
Caw, Efq; prefent Provoft : — From the Prejbytery of Stir^ 
ling, Mr James Sommerville at Stirling, Mr William 
Sheriff at St Niniatrs, Minijlers s Sir William Murray of 
Touchadam, Bart., Ruling Elder : — ^From the Prejbytery 
of Aucbterarder^ Mr John Wright at Trinity Gafe, Mr 
Thomas Banie at Monzie, Mr John Brown at Glendo- 
van, Minijlets j the Honourable Henry Er/kine, Dean 
of Faculty, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Bum- 
blane, Mr John Kinrofs at Lecropt, Mr John Camp-r 
bell atXippen, Minifiers ; WiHiaoi MacLauchlan, Efq^ of 
Auchintroig, Ruling Elder /—From the Prejbytery of Dun- 
fermline, Mr Alexander Thomfon at Carhock, Mr Pa- 
trick Spence at Orwell, Mr William Daling at Gleifli, 
Minivers ; Sir flharles Prefton of Valleyfield, Ruling 

• ' - • Elder: 
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Elder. '^^V6m th& Prejbytery at Kirkaldy, Mr George 
Shaw at Abbofcftall, Mr Andrew Grant dt Portmoak, Mr "^ 
Thomas Scott afc Balfifigrle, Mifiijfef-s j the Right Ho- 
nourable the Earl of Leven, Rtilitr^ Eider .-^J^rdm the ■ 
Bur^b qf iK^irialdie, Mr Robert Rillp^ merch^hf^' ai\cf onfe 
of the Bailies of Kirkaldte '.^ftotn. the Bur/S t>f Kh^- 
born, Andrtyr Hamilton,' *E(q^t»rovofl:' of Klrt^orh :— 
From the Prejbytery of Oupar, T>r Mtthatl Gre^lAvr kt 
Cteich, Mr Samuel* MaJtin at Mbnythaih Mrkobert 
Amot at Ceres, Mr Ahdrevr BrbWn at l^afklaifid; 'Af/ai- 
jers s James Blyrh, Efq^ of Kirrrienthoufttt, Mr'Jhhicfs 
Balfour at Kilmeny, Rvlifl;g Elders :—^Ftom t^:fBfyt'Jb of 
Cupar, Major John MelHUoPC^irndy :— :Froththe'Pr^ 
fyferx of St Jndretus,hr'Kiih6rtIM]g\\dh atTOty-port- 
otr-ci'aig5V Dr John Adamlbn at St Aridrews>'Mx' Archi- 
bald GilHts at St M'onanc^,. Mr Al6xa&del^''^raaie at 
(Jarhbee, Mitii/lefn i^eviiiChl, Aleiaridei- Mohy penny, 
fAr Henry-David Hill, Pfifc^or 6f (jfreek, ^^ AMtim, 
ttuling Elders .—From xht BdriB 6{ ^t Andrjeib'i, Br An- 
drew Duncan, phyfician ittEdraburglt:^— Fi'om'^he^C^i- 
wrftty of St yhdre^s^B't G'edrgg Hill, P^ofefl^r of Di- 
vinity in St Mary's Cokfege:— Fr'pnr the Pr^Jfytery of 
Meigky Mr James OgliVy ^t Eaffee, Mr Jathes Edward 
at Lintratheh, Mr James fiadehoch at Kingoldrurh, Af/- 
nijlers ; George Robertfon-Scott, EfqJ of Bepholm, Ru- 
ling Elder:— Vrom the Prejbytery of Forfar, R^r Thomas 
Wright at Refcobie, Mr James Lyon at Glammis, Mi- 
ntftersi Alexander Watfon, Efqj younger, of Turin, /?«- 
ling Elder .-—From the Prejbytery of Dundee, Mr William 
Maule at, Monikie, Mr John Anderfon at' Dundee, 
Mr William Reid at Dundee, 'Minijersj Mr Alex- 
ander Thorns, merchant in Dundee, Ruling Elder: 
— From the Prejbytery of Aberbrotbock, Mr Robert ' 
Trail at Panbride, Mr Alexander • Chaplin at Kin- 
nell, Mintfters ;• Mr Thomas Miln, merchant in Ca- 
nongate, Ruling Elder .-—From the Prejbytery of Brechin, 
Mr John Wangh at Mentnuir, Mr Alexander Peter at 
Logiepert, Mr James Mitchell at Montrofe, Minijlers s 
James Wauchope, Efq; junior, of Edmonftone, Ruling 
Eldff : — From the Burgh of Montrdfe, Adam Gillies, Efq; 
advocate: — ^From the Prejbytery of Potdoun, Mr Robert ' 
Foot at Fettercsirn, Mr Rpbert t!r<^ at Bervie, Mr 
JohnBrymer at Marykirk, Minijlers j Robert CuIIen, 
♦Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder :—^tota. the Prejbytery of 
Aberdeen, Mr George Abercrombie at Aberdeen, Dr 
John Brown at NewhiUs, Mr Willism Strachan at 

Duires, 
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Duir^^ Mr Gkjorgc MoriCbn at Banchoiy Deventck, 
.Minyierj i yi\\\\miKohtrt£^ advocate, Pcocti^ 

rator - for th? Churchy ]9^^ Gordon, Efq; of Craig^ 
Ruling Elders .'-^Ftom Marijhali Cgllege^ Profellbr Ro- 
bert Hao^ilton, Aberdeen ;-r*Fjpor| the Prejbytery o( Kin- 
cardine b^nealj, Mr Charles Ma^Hardy at Crathic, Mr Jo- 
ftph Smith at Birfe, Mr Alexander Rpbertfon at Coull, 
Minijiers i William MacDonald,. Efq; of jlineaton, /i»- 
Jing Eldffy;— 'From the Prejbytery oi Jlford^ J\lr Thomas 
Birnie; at Alford,^ Mr George Dqnaldfon at Keneth- 
mont, IVIr John Qor4on at Strathdon, Min^iers s James 
Qqrdf?«*v^Aj younger, of Craig^ Ruling Elder .r^From 
xh^\Brfifi>ytery of Gariocfi^ Mr James l^opglas at Premnay, 
Mr Patripfc Davidlba jat Ray^Cj^'Mr Patrick Mitchell at 
Kcm^^J[i MijiijSers J/ Qeorge Buchan-Hepburn, Efqjadr 
yocaftg^'ijR^^iWjf Elder: — From tlj;; ^urgb qt Kintorfy 
the - HoBijiirable Lord Hendcrla»d :— rFrom the Pref^ 
hytery of Deer^ JWfr James Jc^n^qn at Crep'ond, Mr 
John Lundie at jLo^nmayj Mr' Alexander SimpCqu at 
Eraferflif??^gb,.M4)i^frx jT Mr John Taylor^ clerk to the 
Signet, :/tv/i/i^f£/rfifr:~ the Prefbyiery^ oi Turriff^, 

Mr WiHiam Stna'ct at Turriff, IVJr Robert Ballingall at 
,Forglep, Afi Mr Alexander. Forbes, writer in E- 

dinburjgh/.i?»/w^ .£/is&?r.- — From the Prejbytery of For- 
dyccy Mr James Lawtie at Fordyce, Mr Andrew Skene 
at ^^vSyHiniJiers^y^x George Andrew, writer in Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Stratbbogie, 
Mr Joho-Ctjoper at Glafs, Mr William Greig at Rothie- 
,m2Lyj Mimjiers s Cofmo Gordon, Efq; of Cluny, Baron 
of Exchequer, Ruling Elder: — From the PreJ^tery of 
]Aberlour^ Mr Francis Grant at Knockando, Mr George 
Cruickfijank at Rothes, Minijiers ; Ifaac Grant of Hil- 
ton, Efq; ;Writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder: — From the 
Prejbytery, of Abernetby^ Mr Patrick Grant at Duthill, 
Mr John' Gordon at Alvey, Minijiers ; Dr Gregory 
Grant^ phyfician in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — ^From 
the Prejbytery of Elgin^ Mr William Gordon at Urquhart, 
Mr William Gordon at Elgin^ Minijiers; Mr Thomas 
Gordon, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — From, the 
Burgb of Elgin f William Scott, Efqj banker in Edin- 
burgh :-^From the Prejbytery of Forres, Mr John Hoyes 
at Kinlofs, Mr David Miln at DoUas, Minijiers j Mr A- 
lexander Henry, fador to the Laird of Birdyards at 
Sanquhar, Ruling Elder: —From the Prejbytery of Nairni^ 
Mr Alexander Grant at Calder, Mr Pryce Campbell at 
Arderfier, Minivers j 'Mr William Dunbar, writer to the 

Signet, 
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Signet, Ruling Elder: — ^^From the Frejbytery' of Invtm^fs^ 
Mr George Watfon at Invemefs, Mr Alexander Gordon 
at Daviot,.Mwj/2tfrjy Robert Maclntofti, Efq; advocate. 
Ruling Elder ,•— -From <he Burgb of Inverne/s^ Simorr Fra- 
fer, Efqj of Faraline :— From the Frejbytery of Cbanour 

.ry, Mr Robert Arthur at Kirkmichael, Mr David Da- 
noon Junior Sit K}i\t^mcn, Minijlers J Convener John 
Lindfay, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — From the Frejbytery 
of yWw,' Mr- Apdrew <jally at Kincardine, Mr John 
Reft at Lpgie Eaft^r, Minijlers ; the Honourable Lord 
AnkerviUe, Ru^pg Elder :'^From the Burgb of "tain, Ro- 
bert Cplt^ Efq; of Auldhanae :-^From the Pri^'/i?r)' of 
Dingw^lly Mr Roderick Mackenzie at Contin, Mr Do- 
nald Mackenzie at Fodertie,' Minyiers j Mr Kenneth 
Msi^kenzUyirni^rs writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — 

"^From jlhei Frefi^ttryoi Sky^ Mr Malcolm Macleod at 
Soizort^ .Mk Roderick Macleod at Bi^acadale, Minijlers ; 

ithe Right Honourable Alexander, Lord MacDonald; jRff- 

[iing: Elder t: — From the Frejbytery oi Dornoch y Mr Wil- ,' 
. ^Uarn MfickeQzie^^t AiEnt, Mr Walter Rofs. at Glyne, 
j)dtiti/?^ri ^* .Robert-Bruce-^oeas Macleod of Cadboll, 
^i\^ Ruling, Elder: — From the Frefiytery of TongyMn 

.William ^Macken^iQ at Tong, Mr Janpes Dingwall at - 
Farr^ Minijlers; Mr Williaol) MacL^an/ merchant in E- 

: liinburgh, Ruling Elder : — ^From the Burgb of Wick^ James 

: Horn,: Efqj -wrifier to 'the Signet :-rFrom the Frejbytery 

. of Kirkudalli Mr William Anderfon at Evie and Ren- 
dall,^ Mr James; Watfon at South .Ronaldfay, Minijlers s 
Mr Alexander Youflgfon, writer, "Esdinhxxrghy Ruling- Eld- 

rer ;-^From the Frejbyttry of Cairjlane^ Mr; James Brem- 
OQfcr at Walls and Flottay, Mr George Low at Birfay 

• ^nd Harray, Minijlers ; John Ckrk^ E£q; advocate,. Ruling 
Elder, :-^rom the Frejbytery of Nortb JJ^s^y Mr William 
Gloufton at.Crofs and Burned,, Mr James Lcflie at Rou- 
fay» Minifters Sr ]o\kVi Wilder Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder: 
— From the Frejbytery- of Z^tla^f Mr William Mitchell 
at Tingwall, Mr John Morifon at Delting, Minifters ; 
Profefior Andrew Dakel, of the College of ,Edinburgh, ^ 
Ruling Elder: — ^From the Frejbytery of Edinburgh, Mr 
Henry Lundie, Dr James Macknight, Mr John Kemp, at 
Edinburgh, Sir Henry Moncreiff-Wellwood- at St Cuth- 
bertSy Mr Robert Walker^ Canongate, Mr WiUiam Came- 

. ron at Kirknewton and Eaft Calder|M/;i{/^^rx^* Bailie Wil- 

liaflb Galloway, merchant in Edinburgh, Mr John Had-" 

. doway, merchant in South Leith, Bailie Daniel Miller, 

merchant in Canongate, Ruling Elders: — ^From the City 
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of. Edinburgh y the Right Honourable Thomas Elder, 
Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, Mr Orlando Hart, Deacon- 
convener of the Trades : — ^From the Prejbytery of Lin^ 
litbgowj Mr John Ritchie at Abercorn, Mr William Fin- 
lay at Polmont, Mr Walter Jardine at Bathgate, Mr 
John Willifon at Weft Calder, Minijlers j the Honour- 
able Robert Sandilands, Mr John Gloag, mferchant in 
Edinburgh, Ruling Elders : — From the Burgb of Lintitb- 
gdw, Robert Clerk, Efq; late Provoft of Linlithgow : — 
From the Burgb o^ ^^ensferry^ Robert Blair, Efq; His 
Majefty's Solicitor-General : — ^From the Prejbytery of 
Biggar^ Mr Thomas Mitchell at Lamington, Mr John 
Frafer at Liberton,'Mr Patrick Mollifon at Walfton, Afi- 
niflers ; John Brown of Coultermaids, Efq; Ruling Eider: 
— From the Prejbytery of Peebles, Mr William Welch at 
Drummelzier, Mr William Marftiall at Manner, Minu- 
Jiers ; James Montgomery, Efq; advocate. Ruling Elder : 
— From the Burgb of Peebles, Andrew Hamilton of 
Spittlchaugh, Efq;: — ^^From the Prejbytery of Dalkeith^ 
Dr Alexander Carlyle at Inverefk, Mr James Finlayfon 
at Borthwick, Mr William Torrence at Glencrofs, Mini-- 
Jiers; the Right Honourable Robert Dundas, Lord Ad- 
vocate, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Hadding- 
ton, Mr James Innes at Yefter, Mr Robert. Scott at Had- 
dington, Mr Andrew Nifbet at Garvald, Minijlers s John 
Hamilton, Efq; of Pencaitland, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Burgb of Haddington, the Moft Honourable George 
Marquis of Tweeddale: — From x\\e Burgb of Nortb Ber-^ 
wick. Hew Dalrymple, Efq; younger of North Ber- 
wick : — From the Prefiytery of Dunbar, Mr John Martin 
at Spott, Mr Andrew Spence at C )ckfburnfpath, Afrm- 
Jlers J John Anderfon of Winterfield, Efq; Ruling Elder: 
— ^From the Prejbytery of Dunfe, Mr Alexander Girvan at 
Langton, Mr John Tod at Fogo, Minijlers j Matthew San- 
dilands/ Efq; of Coufton, Ruling EUrr: — From the Pref-^ 
bytery of Cburnjide, Mr David Young at Foulden, Mr 
Adam Landells at Hutton, Minijlers s John Stewart, Efq; 
younger of Allanbank, Ruling Elder : — From tht Prej- 
bytery of Kelfo, Mr Cornelius Lundie at Kelfo, Mr James 
Richardfon at Mackerfton, Minijlers; the Right Ho- 
nourable Henry Dundas, Treafurer of the Navy, Ruling 
Elder : — ^From the Prejbytery of Jedburgh, Dr Thomas 
Sommerville at Jedburgh, Dr Samuel Charters at Wil- 
ton, Mr Robert Gillan at Hawick, Minijlers ; Mr James 
Dickfod, bookfeller in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — From 
iiie Prejbytery of Lauder^ Mr Alexander Duncan at Gor- 
don, 



Digitized by 



Google 



GENERAL j4SSEMBLr, lygo. 15 

don, Mr William Shiells at Weftruther, Minijers j Tho- 
mas Cleghotn, Efqj Ruling Elder : — From rfie 5wr^i& of 
Lauder^ the Right Hbnpurable James Earl of Lauder- 
dale:— From the Prejbytery of Selkirk, Dr Robert Cra- 
mond at Yarrow, Mr Robert Douglas at Galaftiiells, 
Minijlers ; William Elliot younger of Borthwickbrae, 

• Elq; Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh of Selkirk, Mr 
James Roughead, late merchant in Edinburgh :— ^From 
the Prejbytery of Langbolnij Mr John Ruflell at Cannoby, 
Mr William. t.ittle at Wefterkirk, Minifterss Mr Japfies 
Saunders, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the 

: Prejbytery of Locbmaien^ Dr William Bryden at Dalton, 
Mr Thomas Henderfori at Dryfdale, Mr William Sib- 
bald at Johrifton, Minijlers 's Mr Francis. Armftrong, mer- 
chant in ESinhxirgh,' Ruling Elder :-*^¥rom the Burgb of 
Locbtnabeh, Mi* Archibald Douglas, writer in Edinburgh : 

• -^Frorh xht Prejbytery of Penpont^ Mr John Robertfon 
at Kirkcohnel, Mr John Yorftoun at Mortbn, Minijlers ; 

'John MacMufdo, Efq; at Drumlanrig, U^//;?^ Elder: — 
From the: Bjirgh of Sanquhar, Mr John Peat, writer in ^ 
Edinburgh : — From x\i6 Prejbytery of Dumfries ^ Dr Bryce 
Johnfton at pFolywood^ Mr William Burnfide at Dum- 
fries; Mt Edward Neilfon at . Kirkbeah,' Minijlers j Ro- 
bert Riddell of Glenriddell, Efq; Ruling Elder :—Womiht 

■Burgh of Dumfries, Alexander Ferguflbn of CrAigdar- 
roch, Efq;:— From the Prejbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr 
John GiUefpi'e at Kells, Mr Robert Mutter at "Kirkciid' 
bright, Dr John Scott at Twynholm, Mi>j/?^r/ ^' John 
Gordon of Carleton, Efq; Ruling ' Elder r- — From^ the 
Prejhytery of Wigton, Mr John Steven at Mochrum, Mr 
John Garlies-Maitland at Minygaff, Minijlers ; ;^r; hr 
lexander Burton, merchant in Wigton, Ruling Elder ; — 
From the Burgh of Wigton, George CranftpnVElq; of 
Dewar : — From the Burgh of Whithorn ^^ohw Bu(hby, Efq; 
Sheriff-Clerk of Dumfries: — Frotn the Prej6ytery of 
Stranraer, Mr Robert Callander at Kirkmaiden, MrHfen- 
fy Blain at Storiykirk, Minijlers; the Honourable Pa- 
trick Maitland of Freugh, Ruling Elder :^—¥rony tht 
Burgh of Stranraer, Mr Thomas Smith, writer in Edin- 
burgh :— And the General Affembly- added thereto, Dr 
Thomas Hardy, one of the niinifters of the City, and 
Profeflbr of Church Hiftory in the Univerfity of Edin- 
burgh, in place of the Moderator; together with all 
thole whofe CqmmifliODS were rejefted on account of 
informality, iw'z. For the Prejbytery of 'Mull, Mr Norman^ 
Maclcod at .Morven, Mr Dugald Campbell at Rofs, 

Minifterss 
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Mittijlers ; Allan MacDougall* of Galaaach, Efqj Ruling 
Elder : — For the JBurgb of Cullen^ Mr John-Gprdony^^/V, 
of Cairnfield, advocate : — ^And for the Prejbyteryof Cairb-^ 
^^, Mr^ohn Cameron at Halkirk, Mr William Smith 
at Bower, Minijiers j John Dickfon, Efq; advocate, Ruling 
Elder : — To be Commissioners of this General AC- 
fembly, to the effedt after mentioned; with power to 
the faid Commiffioners, or tlieir. quorum, which is here- 
by declared to be any thirty-one of the faid Commif- 
fioners, whereof twenty-one arc always to be minifters, 
to meet and convene within the AITembly-houfe at E- / 
dinburgh, thq fir ft; day a ter the diflblution of this AC- 
fembly, at j:en of the clock in the forenoon 3 and there- 
after, the fecond Wednefday of Auguft, third Wedpef- 
day of November, and the firft- Wednefday of Mar^h 
next to come, and oftener, when and where they £hall 
think fit ^nd convenient, with power to the faid Com- 
miffioners to chufe their own. Moderator : And likewi(e^ 
the General Aflembly fully empowers their faid Cofn- 
xniiGpners, or their quorum above menttpned'y to cog- 
nofce ^nd finally determine^ as ti^ey ihall fee cavife^jia 
eveTy ra?itter referred, or that ftiall be referred to tl^m^ 
by an a<9t or order of this A^mbly jj i^nd to do every 
thing contained in, and copfqiim to tjbe inftrii^iQps 
giyen,^ pr. to be given by t|>i$ j^flembly y^nd to advert 
to the jnterefl: of the Church pa every occafion, that 
the Gljurch, and prefeht .eflabliiDhment. thereof, do i|ot 
^ fuffcr pr; fuftain any prejudijce wjiich they c«n prevent, 
af they-Twill .^be^ anfwrerable : ProvidecH always, that tljis 
generiil claufe be not. extended to par(ic^l^r aiSairs or 
proccfleS} tiefbr Sjupds of Preihyteries^ th^at are i^ot 
of ^unrverfal qpncern to, or influence: upoj;i the whole 
Charch^' And jt is h^i?eby<apppin^ed, that no private 
prpc^jQjbs bfe detern^ned, excjept at the four 4Uted di^ ; 
and wiat ^all; be determined at one diet of the C^pp* 
mjfii^qn, with relation to private gaufes, (hall be una^ter^ 
able by any other diet thereof, and fhallftand and cy^p- 
tinue in force till difapprov^.of by the General Afiem- 
bly^ And the Aflembly ren|e\ys the inftrndions- given 
by the General Aflembly in the year one thgufand fe- 
ven huijdred aajd. feventeen to th^eir Cpmmiifion, and ap- 
points the fatn^ to ftand in, full force as ini^rudiops to 
th? Gpmnaiinon^rs before named, apd to be obferved ^y 
theo^ in all poinj:s, as^ if the fame were fpeci^Uy herp in- 
ferted; a.ijd that they enquire 1 into tfee publiihing ^nd 
fpjreading of books and pamphlets, t^ii^ing tOtwards t^e 
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promoting^ of opimoni trf* Hvjiatevef kind^ imconfifient 
whh oor Cotffifim (f Faitb s and that the reoommeoden 
of fudi book^ or parapiileta, or the errors therein con^ 
taiDed, whether by: word^ wnt,or print, be called befow 
the (aid CovaxsA^oHy to an^er for the lame. And ftit<* 
' tber, 4:he £iid Gommiifion ;is hereby empowered to re- 
oejve any references and appeals that fhall be made to 
tiiem from Synods^ in mattears of doddne, and ripea 
£bch aJi&irs £w: the oext General Aiiembly ; and to con* 
tribute what they can to the fiippneiling of vice and 
immorality^ abd gire all needful advice ^andafliftance to 
Synods atKl P.re:^vteriiesv upon applicsction tb them for 
that end : Like>viiiey to take earethat the impreifions of 
th? H0I31 Scripturts^ the Q^nfeffion cf Faith ^ and Catecbifms^ 
and inch books aa are authorifedby this Churchy rela* 
twg to the dodrine, worfhip, di£blpline and government 
tboreof, be corred; ; tmd give' diredions about printing 
the fame. And lihe Comtnifiioners ane appointed and 
empowered to keep a cone^Misidence 'wieb the Commit^ 
tee for Refbr mation of the HighlaiBMb and liflands^ fi^r 
fuppreifing popery and faperHitioa^ . and for promoting 
the knowledge of true religion^ and carrying on a refor* 
mation in thefe parts^ and give aiCftance and concur^ 
ftoce therein ; and, if need he^ to apply to the Govern*^ 
' ment for a proper n^medy and fpeedy redrefs^ And the 
i&id GcmmifliaQers are hereby ftridly prohibited and 
difcharged to : meddle in any other matters than what 
ore committed and referred to them as ^bove mention*- 
ed : And, m all their adtings, they are to proceed ac- 
cording to the ads and conflitution of this Church, and 
to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of 
the fame i declaring, that, in and for all their ai^ings^ 
they fhall be accountable to, and cenfurable by the next 
General AfTembly, as they (hall fee caufe. And the Gene- 
ral Affembly appoints the faid Con^raiijioners particular- 
ly to obferve the ads of the General Aflemblies one 
thoufand feven hundred and twelve, and one thoufand 
feven hundred and nineteen, refpeding the application 
of the public money ; which two ads are jprinted a- 
mong the Ads of Affembly one thoufand feven hundred 
and fixty-one. And this Cbmmiflion is to continue and 
endure until another CommifHon be appointed^ and 
members are required to attend the diets of the faid 
CommifGon ; and abfents therefrom are ordered to be 
noticed^ according to the feyenteenth ad of the Gene^ 
ral Ailembly held in the year one thoufand feven hun- 
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drcdand fix. And for the better (ecuring of a quorum, 
and attendance of members on the CoanniiBon, the Ge^ 
neral Aflembly prohibits the Preibytery of Edinburgh, 
or any other PreAytery within twelve miles thereof, to 
meet oti any of the days or wefcks appointed for the 
meeting of this Commiflion ; and fuch of the members 
of thefe Prefby teries as are oh the Commiillon^, are re* 
quired, all of theni to give attendance on the diets there- 
of; and the Prifbyteries at a greater diftance, who have 
four or more niembers on the Commiflipn, are to take 
care, that at leailtwo of them attend each diet of the 
fame: And thie General Aflembly appoint their Com- 
miffion, at their firfl meeting/ to difcufs as' many of the 
cau&s and queftions relative to the fettlement of vacant 
churches, which: are or (hall be. referred to them by the 
'Aflembly, as they can overtake. And it is further pro* 
vided, that when any Preibytery or Synod of this 
Church (hall decHne to comply with the fentence of the 
Commiflion, or to give the fame a full execution, in that 
cafe the Commiflion is hereby prohibited to execute the 
fame, by appointing any fuch corirefponding meeting, as 
has been fome time the pradice, but (hall allow the 
fame to lie over to the ehfuing Aflembly, to which fuch 
Prefl)yteries or Synods (hall be anfwerable for fuch their 
condu(5t, and are hereby appointed to fend up with their 
Cominilfioners their reafons for the fame. And that in 
paffing their fentences, and in ordering the execution of 
4;he fame, they ftridly obferve the 12th acSt of the Af- 
^mbly one thoufand feven hundred and thirty-fix. 
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Commission tofome Minifters and Ru- 
ling Elders, for the Reformation of 
the Highlands and ^Iflands of Scot- 
land, and for managing his Majefty^s 
Royal Bounty for that end. ; 

Edinburgh, May 29. 1790, Sejf. 9. 

THE General Assembly did, and hereby do nomi* 
nate atid appoint the Reverend Dr John Wal- 
ker, Regius Profelibr of Natural Hiftbry in the Univer- 
fity of Edinburgh, their. Moderator, all the minifters 
who are toembers of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, Mr 
William Auld at Mauchlin, Dr Andrew Mitchell at 
Monkton, Dr James Woodrow at^Stevenfton, Dr John 
Snodgrafs at Paifley, Mr John Monteith junhr at Neil- 
flon, Mr Henry Stevenfon at BlaHtyre, Mr Robert Inglis 
At Carmichael, Mr AJexandej Dobie at Eaglefham, 
Mr William Dun at; Kirkintilloch, Mr James Oliphant 
at Dumbarton, Mr Charles Stewart at; Strathchur,DrJoKn 
' Smith at Campbelton, Mr Donald MacNicol at Lifmore, 
, Mr Robert Williadifon at Lethendy, Mr William Chal- 
mers at Auchtergaven, Mr David Bannerman at St Mar- 
tins, Mr D^vid Beatfc^n at Dumbarney, Mr James Sonw 
merville at Stirling, Mr John Wright ^t Trinity Gaik, 
Mr Thomas Bartie at Moqzie, Mr John Kinrbfs at Le- 
cropt, Mr Alexander Thomfon at Carnock, Mr George 
Shaw at Abbotftiall, Dr Michael Greenlaw at Creich, 
Mr Samuel Martin at Monymail, Dr Robert Dalglieih at 
Ferry-port-on-Craigs, Dr John Adamfon at St Andrews, 
Dr George Hill at St Andrews, Mr James Ogilvie at Eaflie, 
Mr Thomas Wright at Refcobie, .Mr William Maule at 
Monikie, Mr Robert Trail at Pknbxide, Mr John Waugh 
at Menmuir, Mr Robert Foot at Fettercairn, Mr George 
Abercrombie at Aberdeen, Dr John Brown at Newhills, 
Mr Charles MacHardie iat Crathie, Mr Jbfeph Smith at 
Birfe, Mr Thomas Birnie at Alford, .Mr Jamed Douglas 
^t Premnay, Mr Jame.& Johnfton at Crimohd, Mr Wil^- 
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liam Stuart at Turriff, Mr James Lawtie at Fordfcc/Mr 
John Cooper at Glafs, Mr francis Grant at Knockando, 
Mr Patrick Grant at Duthtll, Mr William Gordon at 
Urquhart, Mr John Hbyes at Kinlbfs, Mr Alexander , 
Gra^t at CaMer, Mf Ceofge Watlbft at invemds, Mt 
Robert Arthur at Kirkmichael, Mr Andrew Gaily at 
Khicardriie, Mr Donald MacKenzie at Fodertie, Mr Mal- 
cohit Ma«]eod at Smzorti^Mr Wllliun Mackenzie at AC- 
i!nt, Mr William MacKenzie at Tong, Mr William An- 
dcrfon iat * iKvie^ !Vlr jAmcs Bretntier at Walls, Mf Wil- 
liam Qoufton at Crofs, Mr William Mitchell at Ting* 
•wall, Mr John Rhchie at Abercorn, Mr Thomas Mit- 
chell at Latnington, Mr William Welch at Drummelzier, 
Dr Alexander Carlyle at Inverefkj Mr James Innes at 
Yeller, Mr John Martin at Spott, Mr Alexander Girvan 
at Langton, Mr David Young at Foulden, Mr Cornelius 
Lundie at Kelfo, Dr Thomas Sommer^ille at Jedburgh, 
' Mr Alexander Duncan at Gotdon^ Or Robert Cramood 
ac Yarrow, Mr John Ruilell ait Gatmoby^ Mr Thomas 
Heoder&n It DryfHale, Mr John Robertibn at Kirkcon- 
tiei; Dr firyc^ Johnfton at Holywood, Mr John Oille- 
fpie St Kdlfi^ Mr Hobett Steven at Mochrom, Mr Ro- 
jiert Callander at Kirkmaiden, Minifterj ; George ¥^r- 
^uflbn^ Efi|; advocate, Thomas Mutr, Ifq: advocate, 
Archibald Campbell, Efq; advocate, the JLora Frefident, 
John Lamont of Lamont, Efq; Archibald MacDonald 
4if fiaoda, £% William Campbell of Fairfield, £% 
l)avid SctuArt, fifqj John Haggart, Efq; Mr A4e!2taiAlet 
JBonar, banker, the Deah of Faciiiltj, Colonel Monypen^ 
ny,Dr Andrew Duncan, George^ Robettfon-Scdtt, £^; 
Mr Thomas Miln, merchant in Gai^ngace^Ad«mi<7illk^^ 
£iq; Robert Cdllen, £(q; the Procuratclr, William Mac^ 
Donald, £iq; James CordoAj Efq^ ^danger of Graig^ 
Geoi^e Buchan^Hepbisrn, £:^} Lord Henderknd, Mr 
John Taylor, clerk to the Signet,^ Mr Alexander Forbes, 
YTTitcr, Mr George Andre'or, writtr^ iBaroh Gordon, Mr 
ifaac GrMit, Dr Gregory Grants Mr Thomas Gordon, 
writer, William Scott, £fq; banl^er, Mr William Dun- 
bary writer., Robert Maclntofiii Efq; advocate, SinMa 
Frafer,^£fq; Coixvener John Lndiay, JLtord Ankerville^ 
Mr Kenneth MacKebzie^/wr, writer, Mr William Mao- 
Lean, merchanft, Mr James Horn, writer, Mr Alexan* 
der Yoimgfooai) writer, Mr John Clerk, advocatef, Mr 
John Wilde, ad^mcate, Profellbr Andrew Dakel^ Bailie^ 
WHliam Galloway, 3ailie Daniel Miller, the Lord Pr^ 
voil of i&dinburg^, Convener Hact^ Mr Jolin Gloag^ 
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merchant, tlie Solicitor*GeneraI, 'James Montgonpiery, 
Efq; advocate, Andrew Hamilton, Efqj of Spittlehaugh, 
die Lord Advocate, the Marquis of Tweeddale, Mat- 
thew Sandilands, Efq; Bailie James Dickfon, the Earl 
of Lauderdale, Mr James Saunders, writer, Mr Francis 
Armftrong, merchant^ Mr Archibald Douglas, writer, 
Mr John Peat, writer, Alexander Ferguflbn, Efq; 
George Cranftoh, Efq; John Bufliby, Efq; the Honour- 
able Patrick Maitland, Mr Thomas .Smith, writer, 
Mr Macleod of Cadboll, Rulivg Elders; to be a 
CoMMiTtEE of this Aflerably, for the reformation of 
the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, for promoting 
the knowledge of true religion, fapprefling Popery 
and profanenfels, and for managing the Royal Bounty 
for thefe fnds, according to, and in terms of His 
Mjajefty's grant' to this Aflembly, In profecution 'of 
which purpbfcsj'the Committee are toappoint Preachers 
an(i Catechiffs,' to ffo to fuch placei^ as tiiey fhall find,; 
upon due iqformation,' to be themoft' proper, according 
to His^ M.ajefty'k defign, exprefled in His warrant; and, 
in .fordoing/ tLit they haivt part16«lar icg^rd tq ftjch jia- 
rifbies, in South Uift, Sknall; Ifles, GJenco,.Harris, the 
countries of Moidart, Glengary, and .Lochaber^ and the 
other pariflies of* the Synods of 6l^elg and Argyle, 
which the^Cbmtmttee Aall;fir)d, by^rea^^^^ of^thg.va'ft 
extent, by t\\t pre^alenc^ 6f t^Dperyi^nd ignorance, and 
other unhappy circiimlknceS, tSo be int thegreateft'di- 
flrefs : And- they Jh'all take cfar^, -that-the perfon^ they 
(jmploy be certified, and found, iip6ti dire trial,' ro be 
properly qualified fgrtKcffe ' reipeftlvfr dffiftes, of ^good 
abilities for thie (kme, of a pious life ^tid converfaf i6n ; , 
prudent, of undoubted loyalty to His Majefty, and of 

^ competent flcill in the pritfeij^bs of Divinity, and parti- . 
cularly in Popilh conti'oviiriQes : Such Preachers and Ca- 
techifts bdrig hereby appointed to be fubjed to, and un- 

• (Jer the infpeftiqn of ' the 'Prelbyteries of the bounds to 
which they arefent, who are to take care that the ol^ders 
of the Committee be duly obfei'ved by them. And the 
Preachers arc alfo appointed to catechife, and both they 
and the Catechifts to inftrud: the people from houfe to 
houfe, and tb'vifit the fick; arid; in all their labout ^ 
among the people,- to be careful to teach them the prin- 
ciples and duties of the true Ghriftian Proteftaht religion, 
s(nd the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty 
to our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the. 
laws : Add the Committee are empowered to gite them >^ 

F fuch 
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fuch inftrudtions, as to their work and behaviour, as they 
fhall judge meet ; which in{lni<3ions the Preachers and 
Catechiftg are hereby ordered to obey. The General 
Aflembly do further appoint the Taid Committee, to have 
a particular regard in their proceedings, to the regula- 
tions agreed upon by the Coramittet of the Aflembly 
for managing the Royal Bounty, on the 30th of Septem- 
ber 1730, appi^oven by frequent Aflemblies : And to take 
care that Prelbyteries, and others concerned, obfervc 
the fame, which they are hereby ordered to do : Parti- 
cularly, the Aflembly ordain^ the feveral Preibyteries to 
infert in their rdgifters, the Committee's appointments 
of the defignations, falarieR, and ilations or the feveral 
roiflionafies^ and to have an exa<A regard thereto, in ail 
the letters they fhall write about the faid miHIonaries, 
and in giving of certificates to them; and to direA all 
their letters, concerning miflionaries in their bounds, 
only to the Moderator of th? Committee ; whiclv letters 
fhall be figned, at the appointmept of the Prefbytery, by 
the Moderator or Glc^jk Aereof : And the Ailembly dods 
diieharge any paym.en%ito be ipadeof the falaries of the 
mi0ionw6s, en^^ept upon rdoeipts from the rniflionaries 
thfemfelyes, and upon cpriificates from the Prefbyte^ries,, 
beting, That they have ferved for th? time mention* 
^d in the receip!;s j 'and that «vcry Catechifl who re- 
ceives a falary from the Royal bounty, on condltida 
that the parifhioners br gentlemen of the diilri^ fiull 
pay a ceitaia fdm in aid of foch ialary, fe^all infert, la 
the body of his receipt to . the Cafhler, a declaration 
that he fa»s received th^^; particolar fum fpecified ; and 
that theatteftatioD of iHe Prefby^ery (hall in like manner 
bear, that the Cat^clbiift l>a$ received the ftipulat^d fum 
which the doolniittee mak^the condition of his appoint- 
ment ^ it being underftood by this refolution, that the 
feveral flations, with regap^ ! to which ilich conditions, 
were originally made by the X^bmmittee, when no fuch 
declaration of the Catechift,, .p.r ^atteftation of the Pref- 
by tery, as is now propof^di \% received by the Gafbier, 
fhall be iafterwards fupprefled by the Committee, though 
the Catcchift fhall, notwithftanding,t receive the Ialary 
for the time he is certified to have performed his duty. 
That a journal of the itirierant^s labours in the miniflry, 
of the miflion committed to hinj, be written on the back 
of the Prefbytery's certificate, and figned by him, as the 
ground on which the Prefbytety have granted him faid 
certificate. The General AflJbmWy do atfo empower the 

faid 
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faid Committee to aj^ly, for the purpofes above men- 
tioned, what may remain of thp laft year's Royal Bounty 
not difpofed of^ by reafon of any of the; miffionaries not 
fulfilling the appointmjents laid upon them ; and that they^ 
are to keep a. regifter of their proceedings, and likewife 
4iftin(ft hooks of accounts^ how the forefaid money is 
bettowed, which (hall be patent to any concerned, who 
"pleafe to infpeft the fatfie. Of the perfons above 
named, as 'members of this Committee, five are decla- 
red to bie a quorum, whereof three are to be miniilers. 
But it is. hereby appointed. That at the quarterly meet- 
ing of the Committee,^ in w^hich the fcheme or eftablifh- 
ment of raiflionaries for the enfuing year is to be appro- 
ved and determined, not lefs thaft fourtcicn (hall be the 
quorum, wTiereof nine fiiall be nalnifters j and the faid 
Conunitt^ee are appointed to have their firft general 
meeting at Edinburgh, the firft lawful day after the ad- 
journment of the firft of the flateddJets of the Commiflioa 
x>f the General Aflemblyj their (econd meeting, (which is 
for fixing the ahnuafi fcheme) upon the lecond Thurflay 
of Julyryitti power fo thofe mea^ers who iliall then be 
prefent^ to adjourn i ^njd their ot^r two general meetings 
the firft lawful daysVafter the' ftated meetings of the 
Conimiffion of the General Aflembly, in November and 
March, within the Aflembfy ayTe, at jch of the clock in 
the forenoon,, except that day fhall fail to be Saturday, 
and then the meeting, fliall be upon Monday next there- 
after, at tlie faid hour j with power to the faid Commit- 
tee to adjourn the^ifelves to fuch times and. places as 
they (hall i5nd moii needful and cortvenient : And they 
are to keep a correlpondiencewith the jCommiffibn of the 
General*. Aflembly ^ : arid the Sociepy .for propagating 
Chriftian KnowTedge, and their Committee of Dire€lors, 
and to take their advice and alfiftance ; and alfo: to cor- 
refpond with the Synods and Pfeibyteries concerned. 
They are likewife inftruded and empowered, as they 
Ihall fee caufe, to apply to the Government, or any Ma- 
giftrate, for affiftance and fupport in carrying on the de- 
fign of the Commiffion now giVen to them. And the 
General Aflembly do appoint Mr William Robertfon ad- 
vocate, Procurator for the Churcji, and Receiver of the 
forefaid Royal Bounty, to pay out the fame, as he (hall 
be direded and ordered by the forefaid Committee, and 
according to their rules. And the faid Committee are 
appointed to examine the accounts of the diftribution of 

the 
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the Royal Bounty, and lay the fame before the Lords 
Commiilioners of His M&jefty'sTreafury, or the Barons 
of His Majefty's Court of Exchequer, and to report their 
diligence to the General Ailembhr, to whom they are 
to be accountable. And it is agreed, That no perfon 
once employed and infert in the fcheme, fhall te ftruck 
out thereof for that yestr, but by the quorum of at leaft 
fourteen, whereof nine to be minifters ; and in cafe any 
complaint fhall be made againft any of them on the 
fcheme, it (hall not be determined the firft ordinary 
meeting that the fame is offered, but it fhall lie on the 
table till another meeting ; and in the mean time the 
perfon complained of, and the Prefbytery of the bounds 
wherein he officiates, fhall be acquainted of fuch com- 
plaint, and thofe concerned be required to fend to the 
faid Committee a juft account of the matter? againft the 
next meeting. And it is farther appointed. That after 
the yearly fcheme of mifllonaries on the Royal Bounty 
isTettled in manner above dirdcfted, and notice thereof 
^iven by letters to the f relby teries concerned, filch I^ref- 
byteries fhall fend uf^o the faid Committee tlieir an- 
fwer to thefe letters, at fartheft with their Cooimiflioners 
to the General Aflenpibly^ if the fame be not done Ibon- 
cr ; and that the Comniitte6, at their firft meeting after 
the General Affembly, ihall endeavour to complete the 
next year's fehienie themfelves ; and if they cannot com- 
plete it, thfey fhall name a Sub-cohimittee of their num- 
ber for that purpofe, who are to fay their draught there- 
of before a fubfequent; meeting, which is appointed to 
meet as fbon after the rifinff of the Aflembly as poflible. 
And empowered, thfe Committee, at their firft meeting, 
to rejed any petition for a nev^^ ftation, in cafe they fhall 
find, fufficietit objedions a^inft it ; and that the faid 
Committee, in making up the fcheme of milCoharies, tsfe:^ 
do not exceed the fum in the grant. 
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Overture refpe6ling ;kBeX>rdm 
Elders, re-tranfinitted. 

\[\'' Edmburghl Maf^t:ji^%^^^ 

WHEREAS great irregularities have crept into the 
Church, with refped to the. orditiatiot* of EldeiW, 
the General Aflembly oyertufes, That ic\ be " efladed, 
That no Minifter ftiould fet apart any perfori^to the of- 
fice of Elder in his congregation, who has not a fixed re- 
fiderice in the parifh^ or who is hot an heritor in thepGl- 
rifh ; it being the true meaning and intent of this Over- 
ture, to preUnt Elders being ordained in congregations, 
who are in nowife conn^dled ^th them : And it being 
undedlood, that any city or town; where there are more 
congregations than one^ Ihall be Jbeld as one \parifh, fo ^ 
far as refpeds the purpofe of this Overture* 



VII. 



A6t appointing the Diet of the next 
General Affembly. 



Edinburgh^ May 31. 1790. Sejf. uit. 

' # 

THE next General Assembly of this National 
Chutch is appointed to be held within the New 
Church Ayle of Edinbut-gh, on Thurfday the 19th day 
of May, 1 79 1. 

CoUeSied and extra&ed from the Records of the General 
AJfembly^by 

Andrbw Dalzbl, CU Eccl, Scot. 
G 
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PROPOSALS for the Melioration of Glebes, fub- 
mitted by the General AfTembly tp the. Con- 
sideration of the Church. 

lSe9 Abridgmnit M^ty aS. 1790. Seff.%.1 

TEAT everj Minifter of the Church of Scotland, who ihall 
hereafter be admitted, and come to the enjoyment of the 
fall benefice of a pariih, ihall be liable to pay, ' in the man- 
ner after mentioned, to his laft predeceflbr, or *bi9 Keira, 
eicecotors, or affignees, for all the fences, dikes, ditches, or 
hedges, inclofing and fubdividing his glebe ; ^rcrrided always, 
that fuch' fences, &c. be done according to a plan feen and ap- 
proved by the Prclbytery in whofe bounds the glebe lies, and in- 
ferted in a fepar^te regifter kept by them for that purpofe, be- 
fore fuch fences, £cp. were begun. 

2. That within one calendar month after a fucceflbr fhall 
be admitted and come to the enjoyment of the full benefice of a 
parifli, all the fences, dikes, ditches, and hedges, inclofing and 
fubdividing a glebe, (hall be valued according to their worth at 
that time, , by four competent and fworn comprifers ; two of 
whom to be chofen by the fucceflbr, and two of them by the laft 
incumbent, or his heirs, &c. ; tho faid four comprifers having 
power to chufe an overfman, if need be, and their fentence ihall 
be final. - - 

3. That the whole, fum at whicti the fences, &c. inclofing 
and fubdividing a glebe, may be valued, (hall be paid by the 
fucceflbr, or his heirs, &c. to the laft incumbent, ot^ his heirs, &c. 
in feven equal parts or inftalments ; 1. e. the firft feventh part of 
faid fum ihall be paid as above, by the fucceflbr, &c. at the firft 
term of Whitfunday that ihjU happen after he hath been enti- 
tled to his fecond year's ftipend. 

4. That no fucceflbr, or his heirs, &c. (hall be liable to pay to 
his predeceflTor, or his heirs, &c. above the fum of fifty pounds 
Sterling, for all the fences, &c.^ inclofing and fubdividing his 
glebe. 

5. If any Minifter of the Church of Scotland (hall die, or be 
tranflated to another pari(h, after he ihall have begun, and be- 
fore he (hall have fini(hed the inclofures and fubdivifions of his 
glebe ; in either of thefe cafes, the faid Minifter, or his heirs, &c. 
ihall be entitled to payment in manner above mentioned, ac- 
cording to a comprifement made as above, from his fucceflTor, &c. 
for whatever fences, dikes, ditches, or hedges, he ihall have 
made on his glebe during his incumbency, at the fight of the 
iPreibytery, in the manner above mentioned. 

• 6. That 
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6. That the fences, &C4 by which the glebe is inclofed and 
fubdivided, Ihall be maintained during a vacancy, from the pro^ 
fits of the glebe. - Alfo, That whoever poffeffes the glebe du- 
ring a vacancy, fhall pay to the-laft incumbent, or his heirs, &c. 
one feventh part of the fum at which the fences, &c. are valued 
at the laft incumbent's death, and that annually during their 
pofleffion, at firft Martinmas after feparation of the crop from 
the ground^ 

7. That if the foregoing propofitions are approved by the 
majority of the Prelbyteries of this Church, an application be 
made to Parliament for enading the fame into a law ; and that 
the expence of carrying the Bill through both Houfes of Par- 
liament, be raifed by a contribution of fix (hillings from each 
Minifter of this Church, to be coUeded by the Moderator of 
each Prefbytery or Synod, and remitted within a limited time, 
to the. Procurator of the Church, or fome Banker in Edin- 
burgh. 
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or THS 



ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, held in the 
year 1790, which are not printed at full length. 



Tburfday, May 20. rypa Sef. ijl. 

AFTER Sermon by the Rieverend Dr George Hill, Pro&f- 
for of Divinity in the Univerfity of St Andrews, Mode- 
rator of the laft' General Aflembly, the Minifters and Ruling 
Elders convefted in the Aflembly-houfe in the ufud manner: 
And, after prayer by the faid Dr George Hill, the Reverend 
Dr JpHN Walker, Minifter of CoUington, and Regius Pro- 
feflbr of Natural H?ftory in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, be- 
ing unanimoufly chofen Mx>derator, he, at the Affcmbly's de- 
iSre, toolc the chair. 

Thtf Kioto's Cpmmiffion to the Right Honourable David Earl Sec Printed 
of Levbn, to reprefent his Majefty*s Royal Perfon, read, and ^^*' ^®•'• 

. ' ordered to be recorded. 

The King's moft gracious Letter to this Affetnbly, read, and an<lNo.IL 
ordered to be recorded. 

The Commiffioner's fpeech at the opening of die Aflembly, and 
the Moderator's fpeech in return thereto, 

A Committee named for anfwering the King^s mo& gracious 
Letter. 

A Committee named for tevifing the Commiflions to the Mem- 
hers of this Affembly, cenfuring abfents from the diets thereof, 
naming Minifters to preach before his Grace the King's Com- 
itiiffionet, and receiving Lifts of Probationers in the feveraA 
J^relbyteries, in order to their being recorded. 

A Committee for overtures named» 

A Committee for bills^ references, add iappeals named. 

Adjournment. 

Friday^ Mtky 21. 1796. Se£. id. 
Sederunt. 

A diet fpent in Prayer. 
New Commiflions produced. 
Aa VIL of the Aflembly.1718, for the better difpatch oF the 

bufinefs of the Affembly, read, and the obfervation thereof 

enjoined. 
Minifters named to preach before his Grace the King^s Com- 

miflioner. 
The Committees for overtures and bills appointed to meet this 

evening at 7 o'clock, in the ufual places. 

H The 
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The .Committees for drawing up an aafwer to His Majefty^s 
Letter, and for revifiBg Commiflions, alfo to meet this evening. 
Adjournment. 

Saturday, May 22. lygo. Stf. j4. 

Sederunt. . 

New Commiffions produced. * ' 
See Printed The draught of an anfwer to the King's moft gracious Letter te 
Aftj, No. HI. this Affembly, being brought in, and approved, his Grace the 
Commiffioner, at the Aflembly's requell, undertook to tranf- 
mit the fame to his Majefty. 

The Report of the Committee for overtures given in and read. 

The Affembly proceeded to coftfider the objedion to the Com- 
miffion from the Prefbytery of Mull, viz. •^ That it is dated 
** on the 4th of May,^ which is a fimilar objedion to that 
** made to their Commiffion to laft Affembly, and which ob-. 
** jedion was then Suftained, and the Commiffion Rgeded, 
" as appears from the minutes of laft Affembly.*' After rea- 
foning . at great length, a motion was made and feconded, 
** That the vote be put, Sujiain the Commiffion from the 
** Prefbytery of Mull, or Rejed it :" — ^Which motion was 
agreed to; and the roll being called, and votes marked, 
it carried Reje£l .—Therefore the Aflfembly fuftained the ob- 
jedion to the Commiffion from the Prefbytery of Mull, re- 
jeded the Commiffion, and ordained the Commiffioners 
names to be expunged from the roll. 

The Affembly delayed the ifurther confideration of the report of 
the Committee for overtures till Monday. 

The roll of caufes tranfmitted by the Committee for bills, call- 
ed for, produced, and read. 

The Affembly agreed to take up the caufe refpeding the fettle- 
ment of the parifh of Renfrew on Monday next. 

A Committee named to revife the regifter of the adings. and pro« 
ceedings of the Commiffion of the laft General Affembly. 

A Committee named to revife the adings and proceedings of the 
Committee appointed by laft Affembly, for managing the Royal 
Bounty for reformation of the Highlands and Iflands. 

A Committee named to audit and revife the accounts of the 
Procurator and Agent for the Church, and other public ac- 
counts, confider the ftate of the Church's public money, and 
prepare overtures about the fame. 

The Committee for overtures appointed to meet this evening, 

, and empowered to receive from the feveral Members any in- 
ftrudions given to them by the refpedive Synods or Prefby- 
teries, .clafs the matters therein contained, and prepare over- 
tures thereon to the Affembly ; and to receive and confider 
any accounts that fhdl be given them of the ftate of the 
Churoh in the North Highlands, particularly concerning the 
growth of Popery and Superftition, and prepare overtures for 
preventing and fuppreffing xthereof 

The Committee for bills appointed to meet this evening. 

Adjournment. 

Monday^ 
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t 

Monday^ May 24. 1790. Sejjfi 4, 

Sederunu 

New Commiffions produced. 

'Report of the Committee for overtures called for, given in, and read. 
ThSet^Aflembly firft proceeded to confider the remaining part of 
the report of the Committee for overtures, which had been 
delayed fince Saturday laft* 
It was objefted to the Commiffion from the burgh of CuUen, 
" That the word reftded\% omitted ia the Commiffion, and both 
** the atteftations.'' — The Affembly fuftained the objedion, 
rejected the .Commiffion, and ordained the Commiffioner's 
name to be expunged from the roll. 
It was objedled to the Commiffion from the burgh of Wigton, 
" That inilead oithe Ma^i/lrates, there appear the words, tbe 
" Provojl and one of the Bailies. ''^Tht Affembly repelfcd the 
objedtion, and fuftained the Commiffion. 
It was objedled to the Commiffion from the Prefbytery of Dum- 
fries, ** That in the fubftitution, the words and appoint are 
^^ interlined ; and a Member alfo who had reilgned, and 
^ whofe refignation had been accepted, is again nominated, 
' ^* and appointed in the fubftitution.'* — The Affembly repel- 
led the objedlion, and fuftained the Commiffion. 
It was objeded to the Commiffion from the Prefbytery of Caith^ 
nefs, " That it is d^ted on the 4th of May, which, is within the 
** forty days." The Committee reported, " They are there- 
" fore of opinion it fliould be f ejeded." — ^The Affembly ap- . 
proved of the opinion of the Committee, rejeded the Com- 
miffion, and ordained t^ie Commiffioners names to be ex- 
punged from the roll. 
The Affembly then proceeded to coniider the report of the Com- 
mittee for overtures, which was this day tranfmitted. 
It was objeded to the Commiffion from the. burgh of Renfrew, 
" That it has the following marginal note, or is ready to 
" ^^." — ^The Affembly repelled the objedion, and fuftained 
the Commiffion. 
A Committee appointed to confider the overtures from the Sy- 
nods of Murray and Rofs, and inftrudions from the Prefl)y- 
tery of North Ifles, refpeding the improvement of Minifters 
glebes, and to bring in their report to the .Affembly on Friday 
next. 
It was agreed to confider, on Friday next, the overture from 
the Synod of Angus and Meams, refpeding the augmentation 
of Minifters ftipends. 
It was agreed to confider, on Thurfday ne3;t, the overture from 

the Preft)ytery of Jedburgh refpeding the Teft Ad. 
The roll of caufes tranfmitted by the Committee fi3r bills, call- 
ed for, produced, and read. 
The Affembly agreed to confider to-morrow, a petition of the 
Moderator and remanent Members of the Prefbytery of For- 
dyce, for advice refpeding an alleged fimoniacal padion : And, 
after that, the petition of Mr James Lawfon : To take ujp the 
caufe refpeding the fettlement of Newlands on Wedneiday j 
and the caufe of Greenock immediately after. 

Synod- 



Digitized by 



Google 



ABRIDGMENT. 1790. 

Synod-books cdlled fon 

Committees appointed to revife the Sjnod-boo)» of Perth and 
Stirling, and of Merfe and Teviotdale. 

None of tbe other Synod-books being brought up, appointed 
that they be brought up to next Aflembly. 

It was movisd, ** That whereas the Ads of Aflcmbly relative to 
*' the election and admilEon of Members of AfTembly are de- 
'* tached from one another, and doubts have arifen concern- 

. " ing the interpretation of fome of thefe Ads, a Committee 
^' be appointed to collate the feveral Ads of /brmer AiTem- 
•* blies*on this fubjed, aiid from them to prepare a fet of re- 
^* gulations, to be fubmitted to the confideration of the Af- 
** fembly/'— Which motion the Aflembly agreed to, and ap- 
pointed a Committee accordingly to meet on Wednefday at 
ten o'clock, with power to adjourn, and to give in their re- 
port to the Aflembly on Friday, and appointed Dr Adamfoa 
convener. 

Sir Henry MoncreifF gave in and read the report of the Com* 

. mitt^e appointed by laft Aflembly, for confidering the aug- 
mentation ^of Minifters ftipends.-7-The Aflembly agreed to 
conlider this report on Friday next, and, in the mean time, 
ordered the clerks to caufe a fuffieient number of copies there- 
of to be printed and diftributed amongit the Members of A£- 
fembly, as foon as'poffible. 

A petition for John Davidfon, Efq; clerk to the Signet, in behalf, 
of tbe Crown, patron of the pariih of Renfrew, and of the Rev. 
Mr Thomas Burns, Minifter of Inchinnan, the Crown's pre- 
fehtee to the faid parifli of Renfrew, appealing from a fen- 
tencie of the Synod of Glafgow and Ayr, referrfng the caufe 
refpeding the fettlement of the parifli of Renfirew Jmpliciiw 
to the Aflembly, read. — Thereafter, the counfel for the patron 
and prefentee having withdrawn the appeal, the Aflembly 
proceeded to take up the caufe on the reference from the Sy- 
nod ; add the fame bein^ heard, after long reafoning, the fol- 
lowing motion was made and feconded : " The General Af- 
** fembly find. That the Prefbytery of Paifley ought to have 
^ fuftained the call to Mr Thomas Burns, Miniflerof Inchin- 
*' tian, to be Minifter of Renft-ew. together with the fubfe- 
** ^ qucnt deeds of concurrence ; andnhey do therefore hereby 
** fuftain the faid call. — ^And the General Aflembly farther find, 
^* That the Prefl)ytery, by referring the caufe Jimpliciter to 
' *^ the Synod, inftead of giving judgment upon the call, did 
*' thereby render a delay in the faid fettlement unavoidable, 
*^ although there were no circumftances indicating that this 
** fettlement would have been inconfiftent with the good of . 
** the Church : Therefore the General Aflembly 4id, and 
" herefby do ordain the Prefl>ytery,to meet at Paifley, upon 
'• the i6th day of June next, to receive this fentence, ^nd to 
" proceed without delay, ^ccor^ing to the rules of the Church, 
** to take the proper fteps for looting Mr Burns from the 
** charge of Inchinnan, and admitting him Minifter of Ren- 
** frew,'*i— And another motion was made and feconded, " That 

** in 
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<^ io vtSp^ there ap^eev to befeveral papers of concurr ence, 
<^ which' were not before the in&iior courts, aQ4 &re not 
** therefore competently WfitMPe the Aflembly, the caufe ihall 
<' be reihitted to the Prefbytexy of Baifley, with 'iqftrtt^ions 
<^< to them to receive whatever papera of concurrence (hail be 
^^ brought before thejn, and thereafter give judgment on the 
'^ metrits of the cali; and, that there m$y be.no unneceflary 
'* delay in the bufinefs, in cafe any s^peal iJitaU be takexi from 
^^ their iudgmi&nt thereon, to proceed, notwithftanding fuch 
'*^ appeal, to cake the fteps required by the laws of the Church, 
'^ in order to enable them to give judgment on the expedien- 
^ cy of tranflating the prefentee &6m the pa^iih of Inchinnan 
^* to the pariih of Renfrew, and pronounce fuch judgment 
<^ without delay, that the whole caufe may be ripe for a final 
*^ deciiion, when the matter (hall be broug[ht before the Supe- 
^^ rior Court.*' T^ts ftate of the vote was then agreed to, Stu- 
Jtaim or R^mii : It being underilood, that if it carried SujUaiitf 
^ the firft motion ihould be adopted, and if it carried Remit, the 
fecond motion ; and the roll being called, and votes marked, 
it carried Su/iain : — ^Therefore the Aflembly adopted the firft 
motion as their judgment. Againft which fentence a Mem- 
ber diflented. 

The Committees for overtures and bills, appointed to meet to- 
morrow at eleven o'clock, in their ufual places. 

Adjournment, 

Xue/day, May 2$. 179a Sef 5. 

Sederunt. ^ . 

A new Commjffion produced, rqad, and fuftained. 

Report of the Committee for ovejrtures called for, given in, and 
read. 

Report of the Committee for bills, called for, given in, and 
read. 

The Committees for revifing the Commifflop record, and Roy- 
9I Bounty record* appointed to meet to-morrow morning. 

A petition of the Moderator and remanent members of the 
rrefbytery of Fordyce, for advice refpedling an alleged 
fimoniacal padion, with the Afts of AfTembly againft fuch 
praftices, read. The Aflembly, unanimoufly, highly approv- 
ed of the cohdu£k of the Prefbytery of Fordyce, and Synod of 
Aberdeen ; inftru6led the Procurator for th'e Church to attend 
to the progrefs of the procefs of redu^ion before the civil 
court, brought by Colonel Hay, to concur with t}if purfuer, and 
to report the ftate of the prooeis to the aiext General Aflem- 
bly : And they inftruAed the Prefbytery of Fordyce to d^lay 
taking any fteps in the fettlement of Mr Hay, till tfaqr recetye 
diredions from the A^mbiy. 
A petition for Mr James Lawfon preacher, craving the Af- 
fembly^s permiffion to weacfa as a Probationer in the Chur<cbes 
of the Eftablifhment in Scotland, being a licenc^ate of the 
Scots Preftvtery in London, read ; and Mr Lawfon himfelf be- 
in;g beard m Aipport thereoi^ the AiCmbly unanimovfly dif- 
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mifled the petition^ as inconfiftent with the 9th Ad of Aflem- 
bly i779p xeiipeding perfons going^without the bounds of this 
Church to be licenied and ordained. 

The Prelbytery of Aberbrothock, in terms of the minute of 
. laft AiTemblyt requiring, that they fift themfelves at the bar 
of this Afiembly, to anfwer for their proceeding in the iettle- 
nlent of Mr George Gieig, to be mioifter of Aberbrothock, 
being accordingly called to the bar, there appeared Mr Ro- 
bert Traill at Panbride, Mr Alexander Chaplin at Kinnell, 
and Mr Alexander Girvan, formerly at Lunan. — The record 
of. the Prefl>ytery refpe<Sling thi faid fettlement was then called 
for, and read ; and the Preflbytery being heard in their own 
defence, were removed.— After reafoning, the Afiemblyunani- 
moufly found, ** That , the proceedings of the Prefbytery of^ 
'* Aberbrothock, in the fettlement and ordination of Mr George 
" Gleig, were highly irregular and incompetent, in refped that 
" they proceeded to take the fteps towards the faid fettlement, 
** without having any call before them, and while their minutes 
" bear,, that tllere was no call: That they afterwards prq- 
** ceeded to the fettlement of Mr Gleig in the face o^* an ap- 

^ " peal regularly taken in Ihecaufe, againft a fentence of the 
** Synod of Angus and Mearns to the lad General AfTembly ; 
" and that it does not appear from their record, that, at the 
" time of the faid ordination, \hey required Mr Gleig to fub- 
** fcribe the Confeffion of Faith and Formula^ as the laws 
** and pradice of this Church require." — ^And therefore, the 
Aflembly found, . " That in thefe refpeds the condud of 
** the Prelbytery was unjuilifiable, and deferves the cenfure 
** of the Aflembly :*'— The Aflembly therefore did admonifli 
and enjpin the Prefbytery of Aberbrothock to be careful to 
guard againft fuch ipregularities for the future ; and appoint- 
ed the Clerk of Aflembly to tranfmit to the clerk of the Prefby- 
tery of Aberbrothock, an extrad of this minutie, Which they 
ordained to be entered into the record of the faid Prei)ytery 
at their firft meeting. " 
' The Committee on public accounts, and the Committee on the 
forms of Commiffions, appointed to meet to-morrow morning. 

Adjournment. 

Wednefday^ May a6. 1790. Sejf.^. 

Sederunt. 

The public accounts produced, and ordered > to lie on the table. 

The Aflembly proceeded to confidec the cai^f^^ refpeding the 
fettlement of the parifti of Newlands ; and the Moderator, be- 
ing a member of the Synod of Lothian and. Tweeddale, frqm 

j whence the laid caufe is appeakd, was allowed; to retire, and 
Dr George Hill, by defire of the Aflembly, took the chair in 
his room, during the difcuflion of that caufe. 

Firfi:^ an appeal of William Paterfon, tenant in Damfide, and 
others, pariftiioners of Newlands, from a fentence of the Sy- 
nod of Lothian and Tweeddale, af&rming a fentejice of the 
Frefl>ytery of Peebles, fuftaining a eftU to Mr Charley Jfindlater, 

L Minifter 
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Minifter of Linton, to be Minifter .of Newlands, heard.^— 
The Aflemhfyy after reafoning, without' a vote, affirmed the 
fentence of the Synod. — The Aflembly were then proceeding 
to confider another appeal by the faid William Paterfon and 
others, and a difient and complaint by feveral Members o£ 
Synod, againft ^ fecond fentence of the Synod of Lothian and 
Tweeddale,. reveriing a fentence of the Prelbytery of Peebles, 
refufing to tranflate Mr Findlatet from the pariih of Linton 
to that of Newlands, when the counfel for the parifhioners of 
Newlands, appellants, appeared at the bar, and faid, ^ That 
** as he underftood there were objections to the admiffibility 
" of the appellants, and the caufe was in the hands of feve- 
V" ral Members of the bynod, well able to defend it, he tbere- 
" fore withdrew the appeal."— The Aflembly then took up 
the caufe upon the diflent and complaint : And parties being 
heard thereupon,-— after long reaibning, two feveral mptions 
were made and feconded ; , and the Affembly agreed to put 
this.ftate of the \otty Affirm or Reverfe ; and the roll being 
called, and votes marked, it carried if/^irtw : Therefore the Af- 
fembly affirmed the fentence of the Synod of Lothian and 
Tweeddale, reverfing thip fentence of the Breibytery<of Peebles, 
and tranflating Mr Findlater from the parifh of Linton to that 
of Newlands; and enjoined the Prelbytery of Peebles at their 
firft meeting, to order one tjf their number to preach at New- 
lands, and ferve the edid, and to proceed to Mr Findlater's 
admiffion to the pariih of Newlands with all convenient fpeed, 
• according to the rules of the Church;* ' • 

Mr John- Millar, Advocate, appea'ped at > the bar as counfel for 
Mr Allan M'Aulay, Minifter of Greenock, and- p^i&d from 
the appeal, taken by the fajd Ab M*Aulay, againft a fentence 
of the Prelbytery of Paifley, in which he was interefted, be- 
caufe he udderftood a well-founded objeiftion- would be made 
to the competency of: the appeal, ^fe. That the Tcafons of ap- 
peal were not lodged in due. time with. the clerk of the 
Prelbytery. . . : .. 

Adjournment; 

Tbnrfdt^i Mayiy. 1790. Sejf.y. 

Sederunt. 1 . 

A new Commiffioh prod'uced, read, and fuftained. . 

The 'Aflembly, agreeable* to a former refolution, proceeded to 
confider the overture from the Prelbytery of Jedbut'gh refpeft- 
ing the Teft Acl ; and after reafoning at very great length, the 
General Aflembly unanimoufly agreed to adopt the following re- 
folutions on the fubjedt of the faid overture, viz. 

ifiy That by a ftindamental article in the Treaty of Union, the 
Proteftant Religion and Prcibyterian Church-government are 
unalterably fecured, as the only eftablilhed Religion and 
Church-government within this part of the united kingdom, 
and are infeparable from the Conftitution of the Britilh Empire. 

2rf/y, That by the 4th article of the Treaty of Union, it is provid- 
ed, that there Ihall be an* equal communication of all rights, 

privileges, 
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priytlegeH and 8ckaAtag«$, whicb helong to t&8 fabjo6b either 
€>f ScoUatid or Skigland, except where it ie other^ife expre&ly 
agj?ecd by the &id Treaty. 

jiilfj Than by aa Aft of the PbvUameiM pafled tbe ^5th 
yeav of the mgn of Charka II. all perfiaoa withia the realm 
of England, Walc9, or Betwiek-upon-Tweed, . holding any 
office^ or oSicf^ wA or mil^fy, or reeefiv^ing any pay, Tala- 
ry, Ibe^ or waffe% oe having comodaod or place of truA from 
or WiAts Hts Majjrfty^ or by authority derived: from htm, are 
Uaible to fevere penalties aod fiMrfetturcs, unlefs they fhall, 
inrithin a limited tioie after teceiving or being admitted into 
inch offlce:^ payv falary, or wages, receive the Sacrament of the 
liord's Supper, in fame public Church, upon fome Lord's Day, 
according to the u&ge oi the Church of England ; and that, 
m GOR&qoence of the faid ad». the Members of the Church of 
Scotland, htilding Brttifli offices^ civil or military, or recci- 
ving, as BritUhfub^&t ^^y fiilaty, fecv or wag^s, from or un- 
der His Majefty, or by tuithority derived from htm, have been 
fuppoCed liahto to the penalties aod fbrfcitttres contained in 
the faid ftatute, UQle& they receive the Sacranent of the 
Lord^s Supper, according to the ufage of the Ghuvch of £ng« 
land. 

4thijtf That as this conftruftion of the aA cbnftimtcs a mani- 
foft ifieqtMdity betwecsi the Members of the two Eftabliih- 
ed CbuFchet of Great Britain, is injurious to the morals of the 
people of Scodand, and has a tendency to weaken and under- 
mine the Church of Scotland, it is the duty of the General 
Afiembly, as the guardians of the religious eftabliftiment of 
Sootlabd^ to take every legal and conftinitional mode, and to 
embtace the carlieft pro|>er opportuniQ? to. obtain, effectual 
relief from the grievances arifiqg fhun the faid afi of the Par- 
liament of England, commonly called the Teft Ad, as affeA- 
ing the Members of this National Church. 

It was then moved, and unanimoufly agreed to, ^' That a Com- 
" mittee of this Aflembly (hall now be appointed, with in- 
^* ftrudiions to take the earlieft proper opportunity to obtain 
** redrefs of the grievances ftated in the refolutions which the 
." Aflembly have ad^ted, by every legal and conftitutional 
" mode which they ftiall judge to be mod effedual." And 
a Committee was appointed according^, who are to report to 
next 'Aflembly, Sir Henry Moncreift appointed Convener- 

AdjourqinenC« 

. Friday, May 28. 1790. Sqf. 8. 
Sederunt. 

The Comtaittees for revifii^ the Gommiffion record, UV. ap* 
^ pointed to meet, and report to-morrow» 
The report of the Committee for claffing returns to overtures 
given in and read. 

A 
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* ' * 

A Committee appointed to Cake, into confideration the amend- 
ments made on the overture refpe^ing the licenfing of Proba- 
tioners, by fuch Prelbyteries as have fent returns to the fame, 
and to adopt fuch of them as may appear to them to be pro- 
per, and to lay their report before next Affembly. Dr Greive 
appointed Convener, 

Tlie overture refpeding the ordination of Elder^ read, and or- See Printed Ads, 
dered to be retranfmitted. ^ No. VL 

The report of the Committee, on the overtures refpefting the 
improvement of glebes, given in and read. — The Affembly 
appointed their Principal Clerk to caufe the report to be added 
at the md of the printed Adls of this Affembly, under the fol- 
lowing title^ Propofals for tbe Melioration of Glebes^ Jubmitted^^^ at the end of 

. bj the General AJembly to tbe Cqnfideration of tbe Cburcb. . ^^^ ^""^"^ ^^'• 

Report of the Committee for drawing up regulations for forms 
of Commiflion^, ordered to b^ given in to- morrow. 

A Committee appointed to reconfider the report and overtures 
refpefling the augmentation of flipends, with inflrudions to 
digefl and ripen a plan of general augmentation of the pa- 
rochial flipends, and to ufe all prudent and proper means to 
learn the fentiments of the Members of the Church, and of 
the landed .proprietors in Scotland, and to report on this fub- 
je<a to next Affembly; and .Sir Henry MoncreifF appointed 
Convener of the Committee. 

The Committee on the Horfe. Tax renewed, and appointed to 
report to next Affembly. . 

The Committee on new applications appointed to meet to-mor- 

.. row morning. 

Agreed to take .up the .caufe anent the fchoolmafler of Lang- 
holm to-morrow. _ 

Adjournment. , . / 

Saturday y May 29. 1790. Sejffl g. 

Sederunt. 

Afl: approving of the account of Mr William Robertfon, Ad- 
• vocate. Procurator for the Church, and exonering aind difchar- 
ging him and his cautioners of the fum of L. 568 -.5:2 1*2 Ster- 
ling, difburfed by him, and appointing that he take credit in 
his next account for the fum of L. 68 : 5 : d \ Sterling, being 
the balance due to him. 

Aft approving of the account of Mr George Cairncrofs, Agent 
for the Church, and exonering and difcharging him of the 
fum of L. 254 : 11 : 8^ Sterling, difburfed by him ; and ap- 
pointing that he' take credit^ in his next account for the fum 
of L. 10 : 16 : 8i Sterlings being the balance due to him. 

Aft approving of the account of Dr William Gldag, Sub-clerk of 
Affembly, and exonering and difcharging him of the fum of 
^-•* ^7 ■ 5 • 3 Sterling, dilburfed by him ; and appointing that 
he take credit in his next account for the fum of L. 8 : 10 : 3 
Sterling, being the balance due to him; 

K Aft 
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A<5t approving of the account of Mr James Dickfon, printer for 
the Church, and ordering payment of the fum of L. 11, 6s. 
Sterling, bejng the amount thereof. 

A61 approving of the account of Mr Elphingfton Balfour, fta- 
tioner to the Church, and ordering payment of .the fum of 
L. 16 : 6 : 9^ Sterling, being the amount thereof. 

Mr Dalzel reprefented, that he had found a note of money 
among the late DrDryfdale's papers, amounting to L. 5, 10 s. 
' ivhich appears to be the money taken notice of Aflembly 
1783, Seffl nli. as a balance of the Window and Houfe Tax 
money in the faid Dr Dryfdale's hands : And he alfo repre- 
fented, That Mr Cairncrois had put into his hftnda an ac- 
count due to the faid Mr Caimcrofs refpeding this bufinefs, 
amounting to L. 3 : 18 : 2, and therefore wished for the di- 
rection of the AQTembly thereanent.— The Aflembly autho- 
rifed Mr Daltel to pay Mr Cairncrofs the amount of the fore- 
faid account out of the above mentioned fum, and to keep the 
balance in his own hands. 

The Committee on the date of the public funds appointed to 
meet again to-morrow. 

The report of the vifitors of the Commiflion I'ecord called for ; 
the Commiflion^s condu<% approved of; thanks given to the 
Moderator of the Commiiliony and their book ordered to be 
' attefted, 
Sec Printed Afts, The report of the Committee for nan^ing the Members of the 
No.lV- Commission of this Assembly, and preparing inftrudions to 

them, given in and approved of. — ^The Aflembly added there- 
to Dr Thomas Hardy, one of the Minifters of Edinburgh, in 
place of the Moderator, and alfo all thofe whofe Commiffions 
had been rejedled on account of informality. 

The report of the vifitors of the Royal Bounty regifter given in 
and read, the condudl of the Managers approved of ; and 
their book ordered to be attefted. 
5cc Printed Afts, A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this year, 
>Jb. V. ^ith a Comniiffion and inftrudlions to th«n :— Ajid the meet* 

ing for fixing the annual Scheme appointed to be upon the fe- 
cond ThurSay of July, in place of the fecond Thurfday 
6{ Auguft, with power to fuch Members of the Committee as 
ihall be prefent, to adjourn. 

Upon a motion, the A£embly recomnzepded to* the attention of 
the Committee on the Royal Bounty, at their firft meeting, 
to give fuch reward to Mr William Murray^ jun, writer, as 
they ihall judge prope.r» &>r his trouble in exfimining and fort- 
ing the records and papers belonging to the Royal Bounty, at 
the time when the Committee were investigating the whole 
bufinefs from the beginning. 

The Synodrbo(^ of Merfe and Teviotdale ordered to be at- 
teiled. 

The Synod- book of Perth and Stirling ordered to be attefted. 

The Committee on the Enzie fund renewed, with the former 
powers. * ^ 

The Procurator reported. That in obedience to the appointment 
of laft General Aflembly^ application had been made to the 

Lord 
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ABRIDGMENT, lygo. 

Lord Clerk Rcgifter, and the other Truftees for the new General 
Regifter-houfe, for a room in which the Records of the 
Church might be kept^ under the cuftody of the Clerk thereof; 
and that the faid truftees have given a room, fufficient for the 

' purpofe accordingly. — He therefore moved, That the thanks 
of the Venerable Affembly be given to Lord Frederick Camp« 
beU{ Lord Clerk Regifter^ and to the other truftees, for their 
polite and ready compliance with the requeft of the Aflem- 
bly ; and that the Moderator be defired to communicate the 
fame to his Lordftiip :-*-Which motion the Aflembly unani- 
moufly agreed to. — And upon a motion from a Member, the 
thanks of the Houfe were given from the chair to the Pro- 

' curator, for his diligence and attention in this matter. — And the 
Aflembly appointed the Procurator and the Principal Clerk 
as a Committee, to get the room in the Regifter Office pro* 
perly fitted up for receiving the books and papers of the 
Church, and authorifed the Procurator to pay the neceflary* 
expence thereof, otit of the public funds of the Church. 

The report of the Committee refpefting the eledion of Mem- 
bers of Aflembly, given in and read, and ordered to lie on the 
table till Monday. 

The report of the truftees of the fund cftablilhed by ail of Parya- 
ment, for a provifion to Minifters Widows, i^c, containing an 
account of their proceedings fince laft General Affembly^ and a 
ftate of the fund under their management, given in, and or- 
dered IQ lie on the table till Monday : And, upon a motion^ 
the thanks of the Houfe were given tvon\ the chair to Sir Hen*' 
ry Moniireift Wellwood for his fidelity, attention, and pru- 
dence, in the management of the fund. 

A petition from the Prefbytery of Zetland, refpeiSling a diftem^ 
per among the fheep in that country, was given in and read. 
The Aflembly appointed the Moderator, accompanied by one 
or twp Members, to lay the petition befpre the Lord Advo- 

. cate, aftd requeil his interpofition in ifayour of the petitionen, : 
in the manner which may appear to his Lordfhip moft eSedu- 
al. — And alfo appointed the Clerk of Aflembly to write a let- ' 
ter to the Moderator of the Prefbytery of Zetland, informing 
them of what the Aflembly had done in this affair. 

An appeal by the Prefbytery of Langholm, againft two feveral 
fentences of the Synod of Dtfmf^ies, refpedling Mr John Tel- 
fer, fchoolmafter of Langholm. Parties were heard, firfl, 
upon the jurifdiftion of the Synod ; and the Aflembly, with- 
out a vote, found, that the appeal firom the Prefbytery of Lang- 
holm to the Synod of Dumfries, was competent : Therefore 
they affirmed the fentence of the Synod of Dumfiries, finding, 
that they had a right to review the whole procedure of the 
Prefbytery in this caufe.— The confideration of the other ap- 
peal from the fentence of the Synod, refpedting the merits of 
the caufe, delayed till Monday. 

Upon a motion^ the Committee for bills appointed to meet this 
evening at feven o'clock. 

Adjournment. 

Monday, 
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ABRIDGMENT. 1790. 

Monday f May 31. 1790.. Sejf. ult. 

Sederunt. 

Jt was moved and unanimoufly agreed to, That the Procurator 
be authorifed to pay to Mr William Murray, jun. writer, the 
fum of L. 10, I OS. Sterling, out of the public funds of the 
Church, a^ a Compenfation for the trouble he has already had 
in arranging and making an inventory of the public papers 
of the Church ; and Mr Murray appointed to proceed further 
in this bufinefs. 

The report of the triiftees of the fund eftabliihed by aft of Par- 
liament, for a provifion to Mirtifters Widows, &c. again call- 
ed for, and ordered to be recorded in the feparate regifter 
kept for that purpofe. 

Report of ttie Committee for bills called for, given in, and read- 
Lift of Probationers produced, their names read out, and ordered 
to be recorded. 

The report of the Committee on the public funds of the Church, 
and neiv applications thereanent, given in and read, and ap- 
proved of without a vote. 

The report of the Committee refpefting the eledKon of Mem- 
bers of Affembly, rejedled fimplkiter. 

The caufe refpefting Mr Telfer, fchoolmafter of Langholm, re- 
ferred to the CommiiKon. 

And all other caufes brought before this Affembly, and not de- 
termined by them, likewife referred to the Commiflion. 

A Committee named to'revife the minutes of the Affembly 's pro- 
ceedings, at this and all'other diets thereof, and to pitch apbn 
fuch of the Ads of the Affembly as are to be ftanding rules, 
in order to their being printed. 

The Moderator's fpeech to the Affembly, and to his Grace the 
•Commiffioner. 

The Lord High 'Commiffioner*s fpeech to the Affembly. 
'Sec printed Adl appointing next meeting of the Affembly. 
Afts,No,VIlThe Affembly concluded with prayer, finging of pfalms, and 
pronouncing the bleffing. 



F I N I S. 
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